
illinois physical therapy license
illinois physical therapy license is a crucial credential for physical
therapists aiming to practice legally within the state of Illinois. Obtaining
this license requires meeting specific educational, examination, and
application criteria established by the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation (IDFPR). This article provides a comprehensive guide
to the Illinois physical therapy license, including eligibility requirements,
the application process, necessary examinations, license renewal, and
continuing education obligations. Understanding the detailed steps and
regulations is essential for aspiring physical therapists and those seeking
licensure by endorsement or reciprocity. This guide also highlights important
regulatory updates and professional standards to ensure compliance. The
following sections will cover all aspects related to securing and maintaining
an Illinois physical therapy license.
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Eligibility Requirements for Illinois Physical
Therapy License
To obtain an Illinois physical therapy license, candidates must fulfill
specific prerequisites set by the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation. These eligibility requirements ensure that
applicants possess the necessary education, background, and qualifications to
provide competent physical therapy services.

Educational Qualifications
Applicants must have graduated from a physical therapy program accredited by
the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE) or an
equivalent accrediting body recognized by the Illinois regulatory authority.
The program should culminate in a degree such as a Doctor of Physical Therapy
(DPT) or equivalent.



Background Checks and Legal Requirements
Illinois mandates that all physical therapy license applicants submit to a
criminal background check. This process includes fingerprinting to verify the
absence of disqualifying criminal history. Additionally, applicants must not
have any disciplinary actions or unresolved legal issues related to their
professional practice.

Age and Residency
Applicants must be at least 18 years old. While Illinois does not require
residency within the state for initial licensure, applicants must provide a
valid residential address for correspondence and licensing purposes.

Application Process and Required Documentation
The application process for the Illinois physical therapy license involves
submitting a completed application form along with various supporting
documents. Proper submission and accuracy of information are critical to
avoid delays or denials.

Application Submission
All applications must be submitted to the Illinois Department of Financial
and Professional Regulation either online or by mail. Applicants should
carefully review the application instructions and ensure all fields are
completed accurately.

Required Documents
Applicants must provide several key documents, including:

Official transcripts from an accredited physical therapy program

Proof of passing the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE)

Verification of clinical experience or internships

Criminal background check results

Application fee payment receipt



Application Fees
The Illinois physical therapy license application requires payment of a non-
refundable fee. The fee amount may vary; therefore, applicants should confirm
the current fee schedule before submission.

Examinations for Illinois Physical Therapy
License
Passing the required examinations is a mandatory step in securing an Illinois
physical therapy license. The state enforces rigorous testing standards to
ensure professional competence.

National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE)
The primary examination for licensure is the NPTE, administered by the
Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy (FSBPT). This standardized
exam assesses the knowledge and skills necessary for safe and effective
physical therapy practice.

Jurisprudence Examination
In addition to the NPTE, Illinois requires applicants to pass a jurisprudence
examination. This test evaluates understanding of Illinois laws, rules, and
regulations governing physical therapy practice within the state.

Examination Scheduling and Results
Applicants are responsible for scheduling their NPTE and jurisprudence exams.
Exam results typically take several weeks to process, and passing scores must
be submitted as part of the licensing application.

License Renewal and Continuing Education
Maintaining an Illinois physical therapy license involves adhering to renewal
schedules and completing continuing education (CE) requirements. This ensures
ongoing competency and compliance with state regulations.

Renewal Period and Process
Physical therapy licenses in Illinois are generally valid for a two-year
period. Licensees must renew their licenses before the expiration date by



submitting a renewal application and paying the associated fee. Renewal
notifications are typically sent in advance by the IDFPR.

Continuing Education Requirements
Illinois mandates that licensed physical therapists complete a minimum number
of continuing education hours during each renewal cycle. These hours must be
earned through approved courses that enhance professional knowledge and
skills.

Record Keeping and Compliance
Licensees are required to maintain records of completed continuing education
for a specified number of years and must provide documentation upon request
by the regulatory board. Failure to meet CE requirements can result in
license suspension or revocation.

License by Endorsement and Reciprocity
Physical therapists licensed in other states may seek licensure in Illinois
through endorsement or reciprocity, subject to specific criteria and
verification processes.

Eligibility for Endorsement
Endorsement applicants must hold a current, active physical therapy license
in another state with standards substantially equivalent to Illinois. They
must also have met Illinois’s educational and examination requirements or
their equivalents.

Application Requirements for Endorsement
Applicants must submit a completed endorsement application, verification of
licensure from other states, proof of passing the NPTE, and any additional
documentation specified by the IDFPR.

Reciprocity Considerations
Illinois evaluates reciprocity requests on a case-by-case basis, considering
the applicant’s licensure history, disciplinary records, and compliance with
Illinois statutes. Reciprocity may be granted if the out-of-state license
meets or exceeds Illinois standards.



Regulatory Compliance and Professional
Standards
Holders of the Illinois physical therapy license must comply with state laws
and professional standards to maintain their license in good standing. The
IDFPR enforces regulations designed to protect public health and safety.

Scope of Practice
Licensed physical therapists must practice within the scope defined by
Illinois statutes and administrative rules. This includes adherence to
ethical guidelines, proper patient care, and collaboration with other
healthcare providers.

Disciplinary Actions and Reporting
Violations of professional conduct, malpractice, or failure to comply with
regulatory requirements may result in disciplinary actions, including fines,
probation, suspension, or revocation of the Illinois physical therapy
license. Licensees are required to report any significant changes in their
professional status promptly.

Updates and Continuing Compliance
The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation periodically
updates rules and regulations governing physical therapy practice. Licensees
are responsible for staying informed about changes to ensure ongoing
compliance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to obtain a physical
therapy license in Illinois?
To obtain a physical therapy license in Illinois, candidates must graduate
from an accredited physical therapy program, pass the National Physical
Therapy Examination (NPTE), complete the Illinois jurisprudence exam, and
submit an application with the required fees to the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR).

How can I apply for the Illinois physical therapy



license?
You can apply for the Illinois physical therapy license by submitting an
application through the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation (IDFPR) website, providing proof of education, passing exam
scores, and completing the required background checks and fees.

Is the National Physical Therapy Examination (NPTE)
required for licensure in Illinois?
Yes, passing the NPTE is a mandatory requirement for obtaining a physical
therapy license in Illinois.

What is the Illinois jurisprudence exam for physical
therapy licensure?
The Illinois jurisprudence exam tests applicants on state laws, rules, and
regulations governing physical therapy practice in Illinois. It ensures that
licensees understand professional standards and legal responsibilities.

Can foreign-educated physical therapists get
licensed in Illinois?
Yes, foreign-educated physical therapists must have their credentials
evaluated by the Foreign Credentialing Commission on Physical Therapy (FCCPT)
or an equivalent agency, pass the NPTE and Illinois jurisprudence exam, and
meet all other licensure requirements.

How often do I need to renew my physical therapy
license in Illinois?
Physical therapy licenses in Illinois must be renewed every two years.
Renewal requires completing continuing education requirements and submitting
a renewal application with the associated fee to the IDFPR.

What continuing education requirements are needed to
maintain a physical therapy license in Illinois?
Licensed physical therapists in Illinois must complete 30 hours of continuing
education every two years, including at least 2 hours in ethics or
professional responsibility, to maintain their license.

Are there temporary licenses available for physical
therapists in Illinois?
Yes, Illinois offers temporary licenses for physical therapists who have met
most requirements but are awaiting exam results or final approval, allowing



them to practice under supervision for a limited time.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Physical Therapy Licensing Exam Guide
This comprehensive guide covers everything you need to know to pass the
Illinois physical therapy licensing exam. It includes practice questions,
detailed explanations, and test-taking strategies tailored for Illinois state
requirements. The book also reviews the latest laws and regulations governing
physical therapy practice in Illinois.

2. Mastering Physical Therapy Laws in Illinois
Designed for aspiring and practicing physical therapists, this book provides
an in-depth look at the legal aspects of physical therapy in Illinois. It
explains licensing procedures, continuing education requirements, and ethical
considerations. The text is updated regularly to reflect changes in state
policy and professional standards.

3. Illinois Physical Therapy Practice Act Explained
This book breaks down the Illinois Physical Therapy Practice Act into
understandable language for students and professionals. It highlights key
statutes, rules, and regulations affecting physical therapy licensure and
practice. Readers will find practical advice on compliance and navigating
administrative processes.

4. Preparing for the Illinois Physical Therapy Jurisprudence Exam
Focused on the jurisprudence exam, this resource offers sample questions,
case studies, and review materials specific to Illinois laws and regulations.
It helps candidates gain confidence and a deep understanding of the ethical
and legal framework required for licensure. The book also includes tips for
effective study and exam success.

5. Continuing Education and Renewal for Illinois Physical Therapists
This title guides licensed physical therapists through the continuing
education requirements necessary to maintain their Illinois license. It
provides information on approved courses, renewal deadlines, and
documentation tips. The book also discusses professional development
opportunities and state board updates.

6. Physical Therapy Licensing Handbook: Illinois Edition
A practical handbook that outlines the entire licensing process for physical
therapists in Illinois, from application to examination and renewal. It
contains checklists, timelines, and resources to streamline the licensure
journey. The book is an essential tool for both new graduates and experienced
therapists relocating to Illinois.

7. Ethics and Professionalism in Illinois Physical Therapy Practice
This book explores the ethical principles and professional standards specific
to Illinois physical therapists. It includes real-world scenarios, ethical
dilemmas, and guidance on maintaining professionalism within the state's



regulatory framework. The content supports therapists in providing high-
quality, compliant care.

8. Study Companion for Illinois Physical Therapy Licensure Candidates
A concise study companion designed to complement primary review materials,
focusing on key topics tested in Illinois licensure exams. It features
summaries, quick facts, and practice quizzes that reinforce essential
knowledge. The book is ideal for focused review sessions and last-minute
preparation.

9. Illinois Physical Therapy Board Regulations and Updates
This reference book compiles the most recent regulations, policies, and
procedural updates issued by the Illinois Physical Therapy Board. It helps
licensees stay informed about changes that impact licensure, practice
standards, and disciplinary actions. The book serves as a vital resource for
compliance and professional awareness.
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