illinois social science standards

illinois social science standards play a crucial role in shaping the educational framework for students
across the state. These standards provide a structured and comprehensive guide to what students
should know and be able to do in social science subjects at various grade levels. By aligning
curriculum, instruction, and assessment with these standards, educators ensure that learners develop
critical thinking skills, historical understanding, civic knowledge, and global awareness. The lllinois
social science standards emphasize interdisciplinary learning, integrating history, geography,
economics, government, and civics to prepare students for informed citizenship and lifelong learning.
This article explores the development, structure, and implementation of the lllinois social science
standards, highlighting their significance in fostering academic excellence and civic responsibility.
Additionally, the article addresses how these standards support educators and students, and their

alignment with national guidelines.
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Overview of lllinois Social Science Standards

The lllinois social science standards establish clear expectations for student learning in the social



sciences from elementary through high school. These standards were developed to ensure
consistency in educational quality and to promote a deep understanding of social studies disciplines,
including history, geography, economics, political science, and sociology. They outline what students
should comprehend and be able to demonstrate at each grade level, facilitating a coherent progression
of knowledge and skills. The standards reflect current educational research and societal needs,
preparing students to engage thoughtfully with complex social issues and historical events. They also
emphasize critical inquiry, analysis, and reasoning, which are essential for navigating an increasingly

interconnected world.

Key Components and Structure

The lllinois social science standards are organized into distinct thematic strands that guide curriculum
development and instruction. Each strand addresses fundamental aspects of social science education,
ensuring well-rounded exposure to various disciplines. The structure of the standards is designed to be
both comprehensive and flexible, allowing educators to adapt lessons to local contexts while
maintaining statewide consistency. These components include content standards, inquiry questions,

and performance expectations that specify what students should know and be able to do.

Content Strands

The main content strands within the lllinois social science standards include:

History: Understanding historical events, movements, and their impacts over time.

Geography: Studying physical and human geography and spatial relationships.

Economics: Examining economic principles, systems, and decision-making.

¢ Government and Civics: Exploring the structure, functions, and roles of government and civic

engagement.



* Social Psychology and Sociology: Analyzing human behavior, social structures, and cultural

dynamics.

Inquiry and Skill Development

In addition to content knowledge, the standards emphasize inquiry skills and critical thinking. Students
are encouraged to ask questions, evaluate sources, interpret evidence, and communicate findings
effectively. These skills are integral to social science education and are embedded throughout the

learning objectives to promote analytical rigor and independent thought.

Implementation in lllinois Classrooms

Applying the lllinois social science standards in classrooms involves curriculum alignment, instructional
strategies, and assessment practices tailored to meet these guidelines. Educators utilize the standards
to design lesson plans that foster engagement and promote higher-order thinking. Schools and districts
often provide professional development to help teachers integrate the standards effectively into their

teaching practices.

Curriculum Development

Curriculum developers use the lllinois social science standards as a foundation to create instructional
materials and resources that align with the defined learning goals. This alignment ensures that

teaching content is relevant, accurate, and meets the expectations set forth by the state.

Assessment and Evaluation

Assessment strategies aligned with the lllinois social science standards help measure student

understanding and skill proficiency. These assessments include formative and summative approaches,



such as written tests, projects, presentations, and performance tasks, all designed to evaluate

students’ mastery of social science concepts and inquiry abilities.

Alignment with National and State Frameworks

The lllinois social science standards are carefully aligned with national frameworks, such as the
College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies State Standards. This alignment
ensures that lllinois students receive an education comparable to peers nationwide while addressing

state-specific priorities and cultural contexts.

Consistency with the C3 Framework

The C3 Framework emphasizes inquiry-based learning and the development of disciplinary skills,
which correspond closely with the lllinois social science standards. Both frameworks prioritize

preparing students for active citizenship and informed participation in democratic society.

Integration with Other State Education Standards

lllinois also integrates its social science standards with broader educational standards, including
English language arts and literacy, to promote interdisciplinary learning. This integration supports
students in developing comprehensive skills across subject areas, enhancing their overall academic

performance.

Benefits for Educators and Students

The lllinois social science standards offer numerous advantages for both educators and students,

fostering a robust learning environment that supports academic and personal growth.



For Educators

1. Clear Guidance: The standards provide a clear roadmap for lesson planning and curriculum

development, ensuring focused and effective instruction.

2. Professional Development: Opportunities aligned with standards help educators enhance their

instructional strategies and content knowledge.

3. Assessment Tools: Standards-based assessments facilitate the evaluation of student progress

and inform instructional adjustments.

For Students

1. Critical Thinking Skills: Students develop analytical and reasoning abilities essential for

understanding complex social issues.

2. Civic Engagement: The standards encourage active and informed participation in community and

democratic processes.

3. Academic Preparedness: A solid foundation in social sciences prepares students for higher

education and diverse career paths.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the lllinois Social Science Standards?

The lllinois Social Science Standards are a set of educational guidelines designed to outline what
students should know and be able to do in social science subjects at each grade level in lllinois

schools.

When were the lllinois Social Science Standards last updated?

The lllinois Social Science Standards were last revised and adopted in 2022 to reflect current best

practices and ensure alignment with college and career readiness.

Which subjects are covered under the lllinois Social Science

Standards?

The standards cover a range of social science disciplines including history, geography, civics,

economics, and behavioral sciences.

How do the lllinois Social Science Standards support civic education?

The standards emphasize critical thinking, civic engagement, and understanding of government

functions to prepare students to be informed and active citizens.

Are the lllinois Social Science Standards aligned with national
standards?

Yes, the lllinois Social Science Standards are designed to align with the National Curriculum

Standards for Social Studies to ensure consistency and rigor.

How can teachers access the lllinois Social Science Standards?

Teachers can access the lllinois Social Science Standards on the lllinois State Board of Education's

official website, where the full standards and supporting resources are available.



Do the lllinois Social Science Standards include diversity and inclusion
principles?

Yes, the standards incorporate themes of diversity, equity, and inclusion to provide a comprehensive

understanding of different cultures and perspectives.

How are the lllinois Social Science Standards implemented in
classrooms?

Implementation involves curriculum planning, instructional strategies, assessments, and professional

development aligned with the standards to meet student learning goals.

Can parents use the lllinois Social Science Standards to support their
child's learning?

Absolutely, parents can review the standards to understand learning expectations and support their

child's education through discussions and activities at home.

What resources are available to help educators teach the lllinois
Social Science Standards?

Educators have access to lesson plans, instructional materials, professional development workshops,

and online resources provided by the lllinois State Board of Education and educational organizations.

Additional Resources

1. lllinois: A History of the Prairie State
This book offers a comprehensive overview of lllinois' history from its Native American roots to modern
times. It covers key events such as statehood, industrial growth, and social movements. The narrative

highlights the diverse cultures and economic changes that have shaped lllinois.



2. Government and Civics in lllinois

Focused on the structure and function of lllinois state government, this book explains the roles of the
executive, legislative, and judicial branches. It also covers local government functions and the
importance of civic engagement. Students learn how lllinois laws are made and how citizens can

participate in democracy.

3. Geography of lllinois: Land, People, and Resources

This title explores the physical geography and natural resources of lllinois. It discusses the state’s
major landforms, climate, and ecosystems, as well as how geography influences settlement and
economic activities. The book includes maps and charts to help visualize lllinois’ environmental

diversity.

4. Economics in lllinois: From Agriculture to Industry

This book examines lllinois’ economic development, focusing on agriculture, manufacturing, and
services. It explains how economic principles apply to the state’s growth and the impact of
globalization. Readers gain insights into labor markets, trade, and economic challenges faced by

lllinois.

5. lllinois and the Civil Rights Movement
Highlighting lllinois’ role in the civil rights movement, this book covers key figures, events, and
legislation. It discusses the struggle for racial equality and social justice within the state. The narrative

connects local activism to national movements and promotes understanding of social change.

6. Native Peoples of lllinois
This book provides an in-depth look at the Native American tribes that inhabited lllinois before
European settlement. It covers their cultures, traditions, and interactions with settlers. The book also

explores archaeological findings and the lasting legacy of Native peoples in the region.

7. Urbanization and Immigration in Illinois
Focusing on the growth of cities like Chicago, this book examines immigration patterns and urban

development. It discusses how diverse immigrant communities contributed to lllinois’ cultural and



economic landscape. Topics include labor, housing, and social challenges in urban areas.

8. lllinois’ Role in National and Global Events
This title explores how lllinois has been involved in major national and international events, such as
wars, economic crises, and global diplomacy. It highlights the contributions of lllinoisans in shaping

broader history. The book encourages students to see lllinois within a wider context.

9. Environmental Issues and Conservation in lllinois
Addressing environmental concerns, this book covers pollution, conservation efforts, and sustainable
practices in lllinois. It discusses state policies and community initiatives aimed at protecting natural

resources. Students learn about the balance between development and environmental stewardship.
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illinois social science standards: Teaching Social Studies to Multilingual Learners in High
School Mark Newman, Xiaoning Chen, 2021-11-15 Teaching Social Studies to Multilingual Learners
in High School: Connecting Inquiry and Visual Literacy to Promote Progressive Learning explores
effective strategies for teaching social studies to diverse learners. The centerpiece is a visual
literacy framework that integrates inquiry, primary source analysis, and visual literacy to provide a
progressive learning sequence to meet the varied needs of learners. The visual literacy framework
brings together related aspects of progressive, sequential learning into a cohesive whole. It has an
adaptable structure that allows teachers to customize learning activities to meet individual student
needs. The progressive learning sequence has varied modes of learning that help teachers move
students from basic to proficient to advanced levels of support. The book is organized into two
related parts. The first three chapters provide important content and context on social studies,
multilingual learner education, and the visual literacy framework. The remaining chapters discuss
civics, U.S. history, world history, geography, and economics and social sciences. Each chapter
defines the subject area, briefly traces its development as a high school subject over time, and then
offers classroom exercises for using the visual literacy framework in these disciplines. The exercises
are plotted so that differing levels of the visual literacy framework are explored throughout the
book.

illinois social science standards: The Social Studies Curriculum, Fifth Edition E. Wayne
Ross, 2024-09-01 The Social Studies Curriculum, Fifth Edition updates the definitive overview of the
issues teachers face when creating learning experiences for students in social studies. Renowned for
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connecting diverse elements of the social studies curriculum—from history to cultural studies to
contemporary social issues—the book offers a unique and critical perspective that continues to
separate it from other texts. The social studies curriculum is contested terrain both
epistemologically and politically. Completely updated and revised, the fifth edition includes fourteen
new chapters and covers the politics of the social studies curriculum, questions of historical
perspective, Black education and critical race theory, whiteness and anti-racism, decolonial literacy
and decolonizing the curriculum, gender and sexuality, Islamophobia, critical media literacy, evil in
social studies, economics education, anarchism, children’s rights and Earth democracy, and
citizenship education. Readers are encouraged to reconsider their assumptions and understandings
of the purposes, nature, and possibilities of the social studies curriculum.

illinois social science standards: State of State Standards 2000 Chester E. Finn, Jr., Michael
J. Petrilli, 2000-08 Examines several questions about education: How good are state academic
standards? How many states now match solid standards with strong school accountability? Are they
better than two years ago? Chapters: overview essay, The State of Standards in 20000; analytic
essays by reviewers: English, by Sandra Stotsky; history, by David W. Saxe; Geography, by Susan
Munroe; Mathematics, by Ralph A. Raimi; Science, by Lawrence S. Lerner; & State-by-State Reports.
Appendices: criteria & detailed grades in English, History, Geography, Math, & Science; state
documents examined; & school-based accountability. 30 charts & tables.

illinois social science standards: Social Studies for Young Children Gayle Mindes, Mark
Newman, 2021-08-30 This book anchors the social studies as the central unifying force for young
children. Teachers use the inquiry process to foster child development of social skills and citizenship
ideals in their first classroom experiences. Curriculum is built starting with children’s natural
curiosity to foster literacy in all its form—speaking, listening, reading, writing. Along the way, young
children acquire knowledge and academic skills in civics, economics, geography and history. Shown
throughout are ways to promote social learning, self-concept development, social skills and
citizenship behaviors. Featured here are individually appropriate and culturally relevant
developmental practices. Considered are the importance of family collaboration and funds of
knowledge children bring to early care and education. Contributors to this edition bring expertise
from bilingual, early education, literacy, special education and the social studies. Beginning with
citizenship and community building the authors consider all aspects of teaching young children
leading to a progression of capacity to engage civically in school and community.

illinois social science standards: Elementary and Middle School Social Studies Pamela ].
Farris, 2024-01-11 The eighth edition continues to be an invaluable resource for creative strategies
and proven techniques to teach social studies. Pamela Farris's popular, reasonably priced book aids
classroom teachers in inspiring students to be engaged learners and to build on their prior
knowledge. The book is comprehensive and easy to understand—providing instruction sensitive to
the needs of all elementary and middle school learners. ¢ Creative concepts for teaching diverse
learners ¢ Strategies for incorporating the C3 Framework to enrich K-8 curriculum ¢ Integration of
inquiry skills with literacy and language arts skills « Multifaceted, meaningful activities emphasize
problem-solving, decision making, and critical thinking « Myriad ideas for incorporating primary
sources as well as technology ¢ Annotated lists of children’s literature at the end of each chapter ¢
Multicultural focus throughout the broad coverage of history, geography, civics, and economics
NCSS Standards-Linked Lesson Plans; C3 Framework Plans, and Interdisciplinary/Thematic Units
Social studies explores the variety and complexity of human experience. The book emphasizes the
value of social studies in preparing students to become valuable community members and to
participate respectfully in a diverse society.

illinois social science standards: Performance Standards: High school New Standards
(Organization), 1997

illinois social science standards: Illinois Learning Standards Illinois State Board of Education
(1973-), 1997

illinois social science standards: Contemporary Challenges in Teaching Young Children Gayle




Mindes, 2019-09-02 Contemporary Challenges in Teaching Young Children provides both veteran
and aspiring early childhood educators with the information and tools they need to build on their
understanding of developmentally appropriate practice. Teachers face many challenges, including
family configuration, social and political stressors related to accountability requirements, funding
shortages, and the resulting need to teach with fewer resources. This innovative book focuses
exclusively on problem-solving at the classroom level and fosters creative methods of ensuring best
practices are in place for all children, including those with limited experience in formal social
settings and a lack of self-regulatory behaviors. Drawing on current research and their own wealth
of experience, expert contributors cover topics from the critical importance of social-emotional
learning to culturally responsive teaching to using technology to empower teachers and learners.
Written in accessible, non-technical language, this book addresses complex factors affecting child
development, guiding readers through the best strategies for tackling real problems in their
practice.

illinois social science standards: Contested Curriculum Don Romesburg, 2025-04-15
Today, many states have proposed so-called “Don’t Say Gay” bills that prohibit public school
teachers from mentioning LGBTQ topics in the classroom. But a few states, like California, have
taken decisive steps in the other direction. They mandate inclusive education that treats LGBTQ
history as essential to the curriculum. At once a history of an evolving movement and an activist
handbook, Contested Curriculum navigates the rocky path to LGBTQ-inclusive K-12 history
education in the United States and recounts the fight for a curriculum that recognizes the value of
queer and trans lives. What began in fits and starts in activism and educational materials across the
late twentieth century led to the passage of California’s landmark FAIR Education Act in 2011,
ensuring that LGBTQ history has a place in the K-12 classroom. Historian Don Romesburg, the lead
scholar who worked with advocacy organizations to pass the act, recounts the decades-long struggle
to integrate LGBTQ content into history education policy, textbooks, and classrooms. Looking at
California and states that followed its lead, he assesses the challenges and opportunities presented
by this new way of teaching history. Romesburg’s powerful case for LGBTQ-inclusive education is all
the more urgent in this era of anti-gay book bans, regressive legislation, and attempts to diminish
the vital role that inclusive and honest history education should play in a democratic nation.

illinois social science standards: Resources in Education , 2001-04

illinois social science standards: Teaching and Learning Through the Holocaust Anthony
Pellegrino, Jeffrey Parker, 2022-12-16 This book serves as a critical resource for educators across
various roles and contexts who are interested in Holocaust education that is both historically sound
and practically relevant. As a collection, it pulls together a diverse group of scholars to share their
research and experiences. The volume endeavors to address topics including the nature and purpose
of Holocaust education, how our understanding of the Holocaust has changed, and resources we can
use with learners. These themes are consistent across the chapters, making for a comprehensive
exploration of learning through the Holocaust today and in the future.

illinois social science standards: The Essential 25 Marilee Sprenger, 2021-07-06 Determine
the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. Your
students may recognize the words determine, explain, and summarize in this standard, but would
they understand and be able to apply these concepts? Students encounter these and other academic
vocabulary words throughout their school years, but too often, they don't have a firm grasp of these
words' meanings or what skills they require. Enter vocabulary expert Marilee Sprenger, who has
curated a list of 25 essential high-frequency words that students must know to be academically
successful, especially on standardized tests, and be ready for college and career. In this
indispensable guide for all educators, she provides * Pre- and post-assessments to help you evaluate
your students' understanding of the essential 25. * A detailed entry for each word, including
activities and strategies that will help students internalize the word's meaning and application. *
Retrieval games to help students practice the words in fun, engaging ways and reinforce the
networks for those words in their brains. * Downloadable blank templates for many of the strategies



used throughout the book. Every student needs to know and understand these words to perform at
their best. If educators get behind this effort and make the essential 25 part of the fabric of their
schools, students will be equipped to thrive in school and beyond.

illinois social science standards: Just Ask the Children Dot Schuler, 2012-09-01 Just Ask
the Children describes the journey of changing from traditional instruction to incorporating the
Project Approach in a second-grade classroom. It contains many practical, specific examples of how
to use The Project Approach to complement systematic instruction and curricular assignments.
Using the Project Approach to complement the required curriculum created a positive and
productive learning environment for everyone. From the Foreword by Lilian G. Katz, PhD: Ms.
Schuler's work makes a very strong case for the way good project work can have positive effects on
tests of basic skills. From the Preface by Dot Schuler: My book will hopefully diminish uncertainties
and concerns from teachers who are hesitant or doubtful about using the Project Approach in their
classrooms solely because of their apprehension of assuring that their students are prepared for
mandated tests.

illinois social science standards: Language Arts, Math, and Science in the Elementary Music
Classroom Kim Milai, 2017 Language Arts, Math, and Science in the Elementary Music Classroom
provides a practical guide to help music teachers incorporate elementary classroom subjects into
their curriculum using STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math)-inspired
strategies, with added emphasis on social studies. It includes a complete elementary music
curriculum for kindergarten, first, and second grades, and has cross-referencing charts for regular
elementary classroom teachers to find music activities for their classroom. Importantly, it shows
teachers how to include the artistic processes of creating, performing, responding, and connecting
in their lessons. These processes make up the new music standards featured in NAfME's new Core
Arts Music Standards. In order to maximize comprehension, the book includes assessment tests,
sheet music, work sheet templates, and brainstorming activities centered on using technology to
enhance composition projects. Lesson plans are organized by the calendar year, each inspired by the
seasons, American culture, and world culture. These lessons may be used as is or used to generate
new curricula altogether.

illinois social science standards: Proficiency-Based Grading in the Content Areas Wendy
Custable, Justin Fisk, Jonathan Grice, Darshan M. Jain, Dough Lillydahl, Eric Ramo, Anthony R.
Reibel, Bradley Smith, Eric Twadell, Steven M. Wood, 2019-05-07 No matter the content area,
evidence-based grading puts student growth at the heart of the classroom. Designed for teachers
and administrators of grades 6-12, Proficiency-Based Grading in the Content Areas details a five-step
approach for implementing evidence-based grading and maintaining its effectiveness over time. This
book equips any educator -- from technical to fine arts -- with the tools and support to make this
important shift. Use proficiency-based grading (also known as evidence-based grading) to drive
student success: Become familiar with the basic concepts and essential decisions of evidence-based
grading that apply to all content areas. Learn the five phases of implementing proficiency-based
grading -- (1) preparation, (2) incubation, (3) insight, (4) evaluation, and (5) elaboration. Explore the
steps, paradigm shifts, and pedagogy necessary to implement proficiency-based grading in a
particular content area. Study individual-level and institutional-level grading decisions and how they
differ from each other. Understand how proficiency-based grading differs from content area to
content area and the unique benefits it offers to each. Contents: Introduction Chapter 1:
Implementing Proficiency-Based Grading With Core Belief Fidelity Chapter 2: Implementing
Evidence-Based Reporting in Career and Technical Education Chapter 3: Implementing
Evidence-Based Grading in English Language Arts Chapter 4: Implementing Evidence-Based
Grading in Fine Arts Chapter 5: Implementing Evidence-Based Grading in Mathematics Chapter 6:
Implementing Evidence-Based Grading in Physical Education and Health Chapter 7: Implementing
Evidence-Based Grading in Sciences Chapter 8: Implementing Evidence-Based Grading in Social
Sciences Chapter 9: Implementing Evidence-Based Grading in World Languages Epilogue: Creating
Self-Reliant Learners References and Resources Index



illinois social science standards: Designing and Using Performance Tasks Tracey K.
Shiel, 2016-09-14 Stretch student thinking with performance-based tasks. With the continual
increase of high-stakes assessments also comes the surge of professional development on designing
performance-based tasks. Providing step-by-step insights, this book shows you how to incorporate
performance tasks as a tool to teach, monitor, and extend student learning. If you're ready to stretch
your students’ thinking, grab a copy of this how-to guide to help you: Make instructional decisions
based on student performance of learning tasks Incorporate learning progressions as an integral
part of planning performance tasks Close the “knowing-doing” gap by focusing on considerations for
successful implementation

illinois social science standards: Shared Data, Shared Decisions Jason Williams, 2025-09-30
Author Jason Williams develops a framework that balances data-based decision making with a deep
consideration for addressing students’ unique needs to foster improved learning outcomes. Focusing
on five qualities integral to a healthy data culture, Williams offers educators a simple, reliable way to
assess and reconsider their data practices to ensure a positive school environment that empowers
them to gather, analyze, and respond to student data with reasonable urgency and increased
efficiency. K-12 teachers and administrators can use this book to: Identify clear student learning
targets to create effective assessments for data collection Plan and manage time strategically to
ensure efficient data collection and analysis Establish a culture of trust to facilitate open and honest
data discussion and sharing Promote transparency of data to develop well-informed, responsive
action plans Embrace a tenacious spirit through the trials and errors of school improvement
Contents: Introduction Chapter 1: Shifting Mindset From Data-Driven to Student Driven Chapter 2:
Becoming a Targeted Team Chapter 3: Becoming a Timely Team Chapter 4: Becoming a Trustful
Team Chapter 5: Becoming a Transparent Team Chapter 6: Becoming a Tenacious Team Chapter 7:
Taking Action References and Resources Index

illinois social science standards: Hollywood or History? Scott L. Roberts, Charles ]J. Elfer,
2021-01-01 The challenges of teaching history are acute where we consider the world history
classroom. Generalized world history courses are a part of many, if not most, K-12 curricular
frameworks in the United States. While United States history tends to dominate the scholarship and
conversation, there are an equally wide number of middle-level and secondary students and teachers
engaged in the study of world history in our public schools. And the challenges are real. In the first
place, if we are to mark content coverage as a curricular obstacle in the history classroom,
generally, then we must underscore that concern in the world history classroom and for obvious
reasons. The curricular terrain to choose from is immense and forever expanding, dealing with the
development of numerous civilizations over millennia and across a wide geographic expanse. In
addition to curricular concerns, world historical topics are inherently farther away from most
students’ lives, not just temporally, but often geographically and culturally. Thus the rationale for
the present text, Hollywood or History? An Inquiry-Based Strategy for Using Film to Teach World
History. The reviews of the first volume Hollywood or History? An Inquiry-Based Strategy for Using
Film to Teach Untied States History strategy have been overwhelmingly positive, especially as it
pertains to the application of the strategy for practitioner. Classroom utility and teacher practice
have remained our primary objectives in developing the Hollywood or History? strategy and we are
encouraged by the possibilities of Volume II and the capacity of this most recent text to impact
teaching and learning in world history. We believe that students’ connection to film, along with
teachers’ ability to use film in an effective manner, will help alleviate some of the challenges of
teaching world history. The book provides 30 secondary lesson plans (grades 6-12) that address nine
eras in world history.

illinois social science standards: Standards-based School Mathematics Curricula Sharon L.
Senk, Denisse R. Thompson, 2020-07-24 The Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for School
Mathematics published by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics in 1989 set forth a
broad vision of mathematical content and pedagogy for grades K-12 in the United States. These
Standards prompted the development of Standards-based mathematics curricula. What features




characterize Standards-based curricula? How well do such curricula work? To answer these
questions, the editors invited researchers who had investigated the implementation of 12 different
Standards-based mathematics curricula to describe the effects of these curricula on students'
learning and achievement, and to provide evidence for any claims they made. In particular, authors
were asked to identify content on which performance of students using Standards-based materials
differed from that of students using more traditional materials, and content on which performance of
these two groups of students was virtually identical. Additionally, four scholars not involved with the
development of any of the materials were invited to write critical commentaries on the work
reported in the other chapters. Section I of Standards-Based School Mathematics Curricula provides
a historical background to place the current curriculum reform efforts in perspective, a summary of
recent recommendations to reform school mathematics, and a discussion of issues that arise when
conducting research on student outcomes. Sections II, III, and IV are devoted to research on
mathematics curriculum projects for elementary, middle, and high schools, respectively. The final
section is a commentary by Jeremy Kilpatrick, Regents Professor of Mathematics Education at the
University of Georgia, on the research reported in this book. It provides a historical perspective on
the use of research to guide mathematics curriculum reform in schools, and makes additional
recommendations for further research. In addition to the references provided at the end of each
chapter, other references about the Standards-based curriculum projects are provided at the end of
the book. This volume is a valuable resource for all participants in discussions about school
mathematics curricula--including professors and graduate students interested in mathematics
education, curriculum development, program evaluation, or the history of education; educational
policy makers; teachers; parents; principals and other school administrators. The editors hope that
the large body of empirical evidence and the thoughtful discussion of educational values found in
this book will enable readers to engage in informed civil discourse about the goals and methods of
school mathematics curricula and related research.

illinois social science standards: Performance Standards: Middle school New Standards
(Organization), 1997
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