
immersion meaning in research

immersion meaning in research refers to a methodological approach where
researchers deeply engage and embed themselves within the study environment or subject
matter to gain a comprehensive understanding of the phenomena under investigation. This
concept is prevalent in qualitative research, ethnography, and phenomenological studies,
where the researcher’s close involvement helps capture nuanced insights and authentic
perspectives. Immersion in research allows for the collection of rich, detailed data that
might be inaccessible through more detached or quantitative methods. This article
explores the definition and significance of immersion in research, its applications across
various fields, and the methodological considerations involved. Additionally, it discusses
the benefits and challenges of employing immersion and provides examples to illustrate its
practical use. Understanding the immersion meaning in research is vital for scholars
aiming to produce credible and in-depth findings. The following sections will detail these
aspects systematically to enhance comprehension and practical application.

Definition and Scope of Immersion in Research

Applications of Immersion in Different Research Fields

Methodological Approaches Incorporating Immersion

Benefits of Immersion in Research

Challenges and Limitations of Immersion

Practical Examples of Immersion in Research

Definition and Scope of Immersion in Research

The immersion meaning in research primarily involves the process by which researchers
actively and continuously engage with the study environment, participants, or data to
obtain a holistic understanding of the subject. This engagement is not superficial but
entails deep involvement, often requiring extended periods within the context being
studied. Immersion enables researchers to observe behaviors, interactions, and contexts
firsthand, facilitating an empathetic and detailed grasp of the phenomena.

Conceptual Foundations

Immersion is rooted in interpretivist and constructivist paradigms, emphasizing the
importance of context, meaning, and subjective experience. Unlike positivist approaches
that prioritize objectivity and distance, immersion acknowledges that proximity and active



participation can yield richer, more nuanced data. It contrasts with detached data
collection methods by prioritizing depth over breadth.

Key Characteristics

Several features characterize immersion in research:

Prolonged Engagement: Researchers spend substantial time within the study
setting.

Participant Observation: Active observation combined with participation in the
daily activities of subjects.

Contextual Understanding: Emphasis on understanding cultural, social, or
environmental contexts.

Reflexivity: Researchers reflect on their own influence and positionality in the
research process.

Applications of Immersion in Different Research
Fields

Immersion meaning in research finds significant application across various disciplines,
especially where qualitative insights are essential. Its use spans social sciences, education,
healthcare, anthropology, and market research, among others. Each field adapts
immersion to suit its specific objectives and contexts.

Anthropology and Ethnography

In anthropology, immersion is foundational to ethnographic research, where
anthropologists live within communities to understand cultural practices, social norms,
and belief systems. This immersive approach facilitates authentic data collection and
cultural interpretation.

Education Research

Educational researchers employ immersion to observe classroom dynamics, teaching
methods, and learner interactions. By embedding themselves in educational settings, they



can capture real-time processes and challenges, informing pedagogical improvements.

Healthcare and Nursing Studies

Healthcare researchers use immersion to study patient experiences, healthcare delivery,
and organizational cultures. Immersive methods help reveal complexities in patient-
caregiver relationships and systemic issues in healthcare environments.

Methodological Approaches Incorporating
Immersion

Multiple qualitative methodologies incorporate immersion as a core component. These
approaches leverage immersion to deepen data quality and enhance analytical depth.
Understanding these methodologies clarifies how immersion integrates into research
design.

Participant Observation

Participant observation involves researchers actively engaging with participants while
observing behaviors and social interactions. This dual role enables collection of insider
perspectives alongside external observations, enriching data validity.

Case Study Research

Case studies often require immersion to gather comprehensive data about a particular
individual, group, or organization. Researchers immerse themselves to collect multiple
data forms, such as interviews, documents, and observations, to produce detailed case
analyses.

Phenomenological Research

Phenomenology focuses on individuals’ lived experiences. Immersion allows researchers to
deeply explore the meanings participants assign to their experiences, often through
prolonged interviews and reflective engagement.



Benefits of Immersion in Research

Immersion meaning in research offers numerous advantages that enhance the richness
and credibility of qualitative studies. These benefits contribute to the depth and
authenticity of research findings.

Enhanced Data Depth and Detail

Immersion allows researchers to capture subtle, context-dependent nuances that might be
missed with superficial data collection. This leads to richer, more comprehensive datasets.

Improved Understanding of Context

By being present within the environment, researchers develop a holistic understanding of
the social, cultural, or organizational contexts influencing the phenomena under study.

Increased Credibility and Trustworthiness

Extended engagement and continuous observation build trust with participants,
encouraging openness and honesty, which improves the reliability of the data.

Flexibility and Responsiveness

Immersive methods allow researchers to adapt to emerging insights and modify data
collection strategies in real time to explore new avenues of inquiry.

Challenges and Limitations of Immersion

Despite its strengths, immersion in research presents several challenges and limitations
that must be acknowledged and managed to maintain research integrity.

Time and Resource Intensive

Immersion requires significant time investment and resources, which can be a constraint
for many research projects, especially those with limited funding or tight deadlines.



Researcher Bias and Subjectivity

Close involvement with the study context can lead to researcher bias, where personal
perspectives influence data interpretation. Reflexivity and methodological rigor are
essential to mitigate this risk.

Ethical Considerations

Immersive research often involves sensitive contexts and vulnerable populations, raising
ethical concerns related to consent, confidentiality, and researcher impact.

Access and Acceptance

Gaining access to certain communities or settings and achieving acceptance as a
participant-observer can be challenging and may affect the scope of immersion.

Practical Examples of Immersion in Research

Practical applications of immersion meaning in research illustrate how this approach
enriches understanding across diverse studies.

Ethnographic Study of Urban Communities

An anthropologist immerses in an urban neighborhood for several months, participating in
local events and daily routines to study social cohesion and cultural identity among
residents.

Classroom Observation in Educational Research

A researcher spends an academic year in a high school classroom, observing teaching
methods and student interactions to evaluate the effectiveness of a new curriculum.

Healthcare Fieldwork on Patient Experiences

A nursing researcher conducts prolonged fieldwork in a hospital ward, shadowing
caregivers and interviewing patients to explore the emotional impact of chronic illness



management.

Market Research through Consumer Immersion

Marketers immerse themselves in consumers’ environments, such as homes or stores, to
understand purchasing behaviors and product usage patterns in real-life contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does immersion mean in research?
Immersion in research refers to the process of deeply engaging with the subject matter,
data, or environment to gain a comprehensive understanding and insight.

How is immersion used in qualitative research?
In qualitative research, immersion involves the researcher spending extensive time with
participants or within the study setting to observe, interact, and understand the context
and experiences in depth.

Why is immersion important in ethnographic studies?
Immersion is crucial in ethnographic studies because it allows researchers to experience
the culture and social dynamics firsthand, leading to more authentic and nuanced findings.

What techniques facilitate immersion in research?
Techniques such as participant observation, in-depth interviews, field notes, and
prolonged engagement with the research context facilitate immersion.

How does immersion enhance data analysis in research?
Immersion helps researchers become intimately familiar with their data, enabling them to
identify patterns, themes, and insights that might be missed with a superficial review.

Can immersion affect researcher bias?
While immersion can increase understanding, it may also introduce researcher bias;
therefore, reflexivity and triangulation are used to mitigate potential biases.

What challenges are associated with immersion in
research?
Challenges include time consumption, emotional fatigue, difficulty maintaining objectivity,



and the possibility of over-identification with participants or the study context.

Additional Resources
1. Immersion in Qualitative Research: Understanding Contexts and Meanings
This book explores the concept of immersion as a fundamental technique in qualitative
research. It delves into how researchers deeply engage with their study environments to
gather rich, nuanced data. The text provides practical strategies for achieving immersion
and discusses its impact on data validity and interpretation.

2. The Immersive Researcher: Techniques for In-Depth Fieldwork
Focusing on fieldwork methodologies, this book offers comprehensive guidance on
immersing oneself in research settings. It highlights the importance of building rapport
and gaining insider perspectives. Real-world examples illustrate how immersion can lead
to profound insights and authentic data collection.

3. Immersion and Reflexivity in Ethnographic Studies
This volume examines the dual role of immersion and reflexivity in ethnography. It
emphasizes how researchers’ deep involvement with participants influences both data
gathering and self-awareness. The book also addresses ethical considerations and
challenges encountered during immersive research.

4. Deep Immersion: Enhancing Research Through Experiential Engagement
Here, immersion is presented as an experiential approach to research that goes beyond
observation. The author discusses methods for researchers to actively participate and
experience phenomena firsthand. This approach aims to enrich understanding and
produce more meaningful findings.

5. Immersion Strategies in Social Science Research
Designed for social scientists, this text outlines various immersion strategies tailored to
different research designs. It covers participant observation, long-term engagement, and
cultural immersion techniques. The book also reviews case studies showcasing successful
immersive research projects.

6. The Power of Immersion: Transforming Research Perspectives
This book argues that immersion transforms researchers’ perspectives and enhances
empathy towards study subjects. It explores psychological and methodological dimensions
of immersion. Readers learn how prolonged engagement can challenge biases and deepen
analytical insight.

7. Immersive Methods for Qualitative Data Collection
Focusing on qualitative data collection, this book presents immersive methods as tools for
gathering detailed and context-rich information. It offers step-by-step guidance on
implementing these methods in diverse research settings. The author highlights how
immersion helps uncover subtle social dynamics and meanings.

8. Immersion and Interpretation: Bridging Experience and Analysis
This work investigates the link between immersive experience and the interpretive
process in research. It discusses how immersion informs data analysis and theory
development. The book encourages researchers to reflect on their immersive experiences



to enhance interpretive depth.

9. Immersion in Action Research: Engaging with Real-World Problems
Targeting action researchers, this book emphasizes immersion as a means to engage
deeply with community issues. It provides frameworks for integrating immersion into
participatory research and collaborative problem-solving. Practical examples illustrate
how immersion leads to actionable insights and social change.
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Environments (SCILE); Special Track 1: Immersive learning across Latin America: State of
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  immersion meaning in research: The SAGE Handbook of Participatory Research and Inquiry
Danny Burns, Jo Howard, Sonia M. Ospina, 2021-08-04 This SAGE Handbook presents
contemporary, cutting-edge approaches to participatory research and inquiry. It has been designed
for the community of researchers, professionals and activists engaged in interventions and action for
social transformation, and for readers interested in understanding the state of the art in this domain.
The Handbook offers an overview of different influences on participatory research, explores in detail
how to address critical issues and design effective participatory research processes, and provides
detailed accounts of how to use a wide range of participatory research methods. Chapters cover
pioneering new participatory research techniques including methods that can be operationalised at
scale, approaches to engaging the poorest and most marginalised, and ways of harnessing
technologies to increase the scope of participation, amongst others. Drawing upon a wide range of
disciplines, and bringing together contributing authors from across the globe, this Handbook will be
of interest to an international readership from across the broad spectrum of social sciences,
including social policy, development studies, geography, sociology, criminology, political science,
health and social care, education, psychology, business & management. It will also be an insightful
and practical resource for facilitators, community workers, and activists for social change. Part 1:
Introduction Part 2: Key Influences and Foundations of Participatory Research Part 3: Critical Issues
in the Practice of Participatory Research Part 4: Methods and Tools Part 4.1: Dialogic and
Deliberative Processes Part 4.2: Digital Technologies in Participatory Research Part 4.3:
Participatory Forms of Action Orientated Research Part 4.4: Visual and Performative Methods Part
4.5: Participatory Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning Part 4.6: Mixing and Mashing Participatory
and Formal Research Part 5: Final Reflections
  immersion meaning in research: Introduction to Research - E-Book Elizabeth DePoy,
2024-10-07 Learn the latest healthcare and human service research methods! Introduction to
Research: Understanding and Applying Multiple Strategies, Seventh Edition, helps bridge the gap
between research and practice by giving you a solid foundation for critiquing your own work. This
easy-to-read guide covers all the major research design strategies: qualitative, quantitative,
naturalistic, experimental-type, and mixed method. Plus, this edition has been updated to include
contemporary references, two all-new chapters, updated research methods, and more. - UPDATED!
New thinking on who can know, who should be involved in the research enterprise, big data,
research methods, strategies, and references provides you with the latest information on research in
diverse areas of health and human service inquiry - Comprehensive coverage of research designs
helps you further understand how to apply these methods to healthcare and human service settings -
Detailed examination of qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methodologies offers a unique and
balanced focus that makes this text more comprehensive than others in its field - NEW! Two
additional chapters cover contemporary ethical issues and emergent design - NEW! Enhanced ebook



version, included with every new print purchase, features math tips and study questions, plus access
to all the text, figures, and references, with the ability to search, customize content, make notes and
highlights, and have content read aloud - Case examples provide real-life snapshots of what it is like
to participate in different types of research processes, identify research dilemmas relevant to
chapter subjects, and alert you to problems you might encounter - Contemporary practice examples
give you a highly relevant understanding of today's changing health and human service and research
environments - In-depth analysis of big data and data analytics expands your knowledge of how to
apply these numbers to health and human service research - Emphasis on technology in research
and research-informed practice ensures you grasp the latest available methods
  immersion meaning in research: Qualitative Research Methods Sarah J. Tracy, 2024-10-01
Step-by-step advice for constructing a qualitative project from beginning to end, covering both
foundational theory and real-world application Qualitative Research Methods: Collecting Evidence,
Crafting Analysis, Communicating Impact guides you through sequential stages of a qualitative
research project, from project design and data collection to analysis, interpretation, and
presentation. Drawing on her background in qualitative research methods and human
communication, Sarah J. Tracy shares personal and backstage stories while showing you how to
code data, craft meaningful claims, develop theoretical explanations, and communicate research that
impacts key stakeholders. Employing a practical, problem-based contextual approach, the third
edition of Qualitative Research Methods incorporates developments in textual, media, visual,
arts-based, and digital analysis. New coverage includes social media data-scraping techniques, AI
and ChatGPT, fieldwork and interviewing, digital ethnography, working with neurodivergent
populations, adopting digital and traditional archival approaches, and much more. This edition
includes a wealth of new examples, case studies, discussion questions, full-color visuals, and
hands-on “Project Building Blocks” activities you can use at any stage of your qualitative research
project. Supported by a companion website containing extensive teaching and learning tools,
Qualitative Research Methods: Collecting Evidence, Crafting Analysis, Communicating Impact is an
indispensable resource for undergraduates, graduate students, and faculty across multiple
disciplines, as well as researchers, ethnographers, and user experience professionals looking to hone
their methodological practice.
  immersion meaning in research: Experiencing Immersion in Antiquity and Modernity Emma
Cole, 2025-07-10 This book examines the links between experiencing immersion in antiquity and
modernity. Immersive experiences are big business within today's creative economy. Forms range
from immersive museum exhibitions, theatrical performances, art installations and experiences
facilitated through virtual and augmented reality technologies. Yet the idea of immersion is not new;
paintings, sculpture and theatre have all been theorised historically in terms of illusion, realism and
immersion. From antiquity to modernity, there has been an interest in theorising the relationship
between reality and virtual realities, and in contemplating whether feeling present in an alternate
universe is a sought-after experience or something problematic and dangerous. The chapters in this
volume explore the warnings against immersion voiced by Plato and embodied in the figure of the
Homeric sirens, contrasted with the pro-immersion perspectives championed by Aristotelian mimesis
and embodied in the concept of enargeia. The volume also examines the integration of the ancient
world into immersive novels, games, museum exhibitions and theatrical performances.
Practice-as-Research contributions explore the benefits of this synergy from practitioner
perspectives. Contributors from diverse fields – including classical reception studies, art history,
game studies, heritage studies and theatre studies – approach the interplay between antiquity and
modernity from varied standpoints. Together, they uncover previously unforeseen connections
across disciplines and lay the groundwork for future research and additional classically inflected
immersive experiences.
  immersion meaning in research: Qualitative Market Research Gill Ereaut, Mike Imms,
Martin Callingham, 2002-09-17 Qualitative market research exists to fulfil the needs of those that it
serves. This text shows practitioners how to deliver the 'product' of qualitative market research.



  immersion meaning in research: Meaning in the Midst of Performance Gareth White,
2023-12-19 Being an audience participant can be a confusing and contradictory experience. When a
performance requires us to do things, we are put in the situation of being both actor and spectator,
of being part of the work of art while also being the audience who receives it, and of being both
perceiving subject and aesthetic object. This book examines these contradictions – and many others
– as they appear by accident and by design in increasingly popular forms of interactive, immersive,
and participatory performance in theatre and live art. Borrowing concepts from cognitive philosophy
and bringing them into a conversation with critical theory, Gareth White sharply examines meaning
as a process that happens to us as we are engaged in the problems and negotiations of a
participatory performance. This study will be of great interest to scholars and students of theatre
and performance, intermedial arts and games studies, and to practising artists.
  immersion meaning in research: Game Research Methods: An Overview Patri Lankoski,
Staffan Björk, et al., 2015 Games are increasingly becoming the focus for research due to their
cultural and economic impact on modern society. However, there are many different types of
approaches and methods than can be applied to understanding games or those that play games. This
book provides an introduction to various game research methods that are useful to students in all
levels of higher education covering both quantitative, qualitative and mixed methods. In addition,
approaches using game development for research is described. Each method is described in its own
chapter by a researcher with practical experience of applying the method to topic of games. Through
this, the book provides an overview of research methods that enable us to better our understanding
on games.--Provided by publisher.
  immersion meaning in research: Immersive Analytics Kim Marriott, Falk Schreiber, Tim
Dwyer, Karsten Klein, Nathalie Henry Riche, Takayuki Itoh, Wolfgang Stuerzlinger, Bruce H.
Thomas, 2018-10-15 Immersive Analytics is a new research initiative that aims to remove barriers
between people, their data and the tools they use for analysis and decision making. Here the aims of
immersive analytics research are clarified, its opportunities and historical context, as well as
providing a broad research agenda for the field. In addition, it is reviewed how the term immersion
has been used to refer to both technological and psychological immersion, both of which are central
to immersive analytics research.
  immersion meaning in research: Handbook of Research on Immersive Digital Games in
Educational Environments Krassmann, Aliane Loureiro, Amaral, Érico Marcelo Hoff do, Nunes,
Felipe Becker, Voss, Gleizer Bierhalz, Zunguze, Manuel Constantino, 2018-08-31 Education is
increasingly being involved with technological resources in order to meet the needs of emerging
generations, consequently changing the way people teach and learn. Game-based learning is a
growing aspect of pedagogical practice, and it is important to disseminate research trends and
innovations in this field. The Handbook of Research on Immersive Digital Games in Educational
Environments provides emerging research exploring the theoretical and practical aspects of digital
games and technological resources and applications within contemporary education. Featuring
coverage on a broad range of topics such as digital integration, educational simulation, and learning
theories, this book is ideally designed for teachers, pre-service teachers, students, educational
researchers, and education software developers seeking current research on diverse immersive
platforms and three-dimensional environments that support the creation of digital games and other
applications to improve teaching and learning processes.
  immersion meaning in research: Nursing Research Patricia L. Munhall, 2007 Written for
nurses and nursing students, Nursing Research: A Qualitative Perspective, Fourth Edition defines
qualitative research and presents information on the current state of this important field. Divided
into three sections, Part I provides foundational content for understanding the qualitative research
process; Part II presents the more dominant methods, following each with an exemplar method; and
Part III, with the contributions of six new authors, discusses considerations essential to conducting
qualitative research. Nursing Research: A Qualitative Perspective contains recent qualitative
methods and examples, including phenomenology, ethnography, and case study methods. Nine new



essential chapters have been added to the Fourth Edition to provide a complete foundation in
qualitative research.
  immersion meaning in research: The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research in the Asian
Context Safary Wa-Mbaleka, Arceli Rosario, 2022-05-05 Qualitative research is growing in Asia and
globally. In an Asian context, this requires an awareness of a completely different set of norms,
practices, and expectations than those covered by books from a western perspective. This handbook
truly celebrates these differences. Spanning the full research process, from philosophy and ethics to
design and methods and through data collection, management, analysis, and dissemination, it
focuses specifically on the practicalities needed to conduct effective and culturally responsive
research in the Asian context. This handbook extends beyond researchers actually in Asia and also
speaks to researchers working with Asian participants, researching in Asian immigrant
neighbourhoods, and studying the larger global topics like socioeconomic challenges, climate
change, or technological advancement. This is the first book to focus specifically on qualitative
research in the Asian context and includes diverse contributors from Asia such as the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, India, Oman, China, South Korea, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Hong Kong, and from
other continents such as North America, South America, Africa, Europe, and Oceania. Section 1:
Foundations of Qualitative Research in Asia Section 2: Qualitative Research Designs Section 3: Best
Practices in Dealing with Qualitative Research Data Section 4: Other Qualitative Research Topics
  immersion meaning in research: Analysis and Interpretation in Qualitative Market
Research Gill Ereaut, 2002-07-18 'Anyone using, practising or teaching qualitative research will
find in this series a treasure-house of ideas, techniques and issues. This is a -must-have-' - Admap
'this is one of the best texts on the subject I've come across and I did find some of the content truly
inspirational' - Mick Williamson, Creative Director, TRBI for in Brief magazine 'It will be essential
reading for anyone involved with qualitative market research' - David Barr, Director General of the
Market Research Society 'An ideal resource for people aiming for a qualitative market research
career, for academics interested to know more about an important field of application for qualitative
research methods, or for those who are already engaged in the field and who wish to update their
skills and reflect on their practice and profession' - Nigel Fielding, University of Surrey Qualitative
Market Research is a landmark publishing event. The seven volumes provide, for the first time,
complete coverage of qualitative market research practice, written by experienced practitioners, for
both a commercial and academic audience. The set fills two important market gaps: it offers
commercial practitioners authoritative source texts for training and professional development; and
provides students and researchers with an account of qualitative research theory and practice in use
today. Each book cross-references others in the series, but can also be used as a stand-alone
resource on a key topic. The seven books have been carefully structured so as to be completely
accessible in terms of language, use of jargon and assumed knowledge. Experienced market
researchers will find the tools to help them critically evaluate their own work. Those new to market
research will be provided with a complete map of qualitative market research theory and practice
(including brands and advertising theory) and the stimulation to discuss and learn more with tutors
and practitioners. Qualitative Market Research will be an invaluable resource for academic and
professional libraries, commercial market researchers, as well as essential reading for students in
market research, marketing and business studies.
  immersion meaning in research: Qualitative Research in Nursing and Healthcare Immy
Holloway, Stephanie Wheeler, 2010 The third edition of this successful book incorporates recent
developments in nursing research, with updates to every chapter. Abstract ideas in qualitative
research are clearly explained and more complex theories are included.
  immersion meaning in research: Handbook of Research in Second Language Teaching
and Learning Eli Hinkel, 2011-01-25 This landmark volume provides a broad-based,
comprehensive, state-of-the-art overview of current knowledge and research into second language
teaching and learning. All authors are leading authorities in their areas of expertise. The chapters,
all completely new for Volume 2, are organized in eight thematic sections: Social Contexts in



Research on Second Language Teaching and Learning Second Language Research Methods Second
Language Research and Applied Linguistics Research in Second Language Processes and
Development Methods and Instruction in Second Language Teaching Second Language Assessment
Ideology, Identity, Culture, and Critical Pedagogy in Second Language Teaching and Learning
Language Planning and Policy. Changes in Volume 2: captures new and ongoing developments,
research, and trends in the field surveys prominent areas of research that were not covered in
Volume 1 includes new authors from Asia, Australia, Europe, and North America to broaden the
Handbook’s international scope. Volume 2 is an essential resource for researchers, faculty, teachers,
and students in MA-TESL and applied linguistics programs, as well as curriculum and material
developers.
  immersion meaning in research: The Routledge Handbook of Second Language Acquisition
and Speaking Tracey M. Derwing, Murray J. Munro, Ron I. Thomson, 2022-03-10 This Handbook is a
comprehensive volume outlining the foremost issues regarding research and teaching of second
language speaking, examining such diverse topics as cognitive processing, articulation, knowledge
of pragmatics, instruction in sub-components of speaking (e.g., grammar, pronunciation, and
vocabulary) and the attrition of the first language. Outstanding academics have contributed chapters
to provide an integrated and inclusive perspective on oral language skills. Specialized contexts for
speaking are also explored (e.g., English as a Lingua Franca, workplace, and interpreting). The
Routledge Handbook of Second Language Acquisition and Speaking will be an indispensable
resource for students and scholars in applied linguistics, cognitive psychology, linguistics, and
education.
  immersion meaning in research: New Perspectives and Issues in Educational Language
Policy Robert L. Cooper, Elana Shohamy, Joel Walters, 2001-04-12 This formidable selection of
papers reflects the psycholinguistic and sociolinguistic underpinnings of the interface between
language and education. Following an introduction that positions the field of educational linguistics
historically and conceptually, the volume presents 15 contributions by leading scholars that cover
the four areas most central to the field: - Language teaching, language learning and literacy
(Widdowson, Bialistok, Cohen & Allison); - Language testing (Bachman, Davies, and Shohamy); -
Multilingualism, minority languages and language planning (Bratt-Paulston, Fishman, Lambert,
Amara, de Bot & van Els); - Language policy (Clyne, Tucker, Donato & Murday, McNamara & Lo
Bianco, and Hornberger). New Perspectives and Issues in Educational Language Policy is published
in honour of Bernard Dov Spolsky and reflects his impact on applied linguistics in general and
educational linguistics in particular. The breadth and coverage makes this an indispensable title for
future research in the field of educational linguistics.
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