
illinois nursing continuing education
credits
illinois nursing continuing education credits are essential for registered
nurses and licensed practical nurses to maintain their licensure and stay
current with evolving healthcare standards. Understanding the requirements
and processes for obtaining these credits is crucial for all nursing
professionals practicing in Illinois. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the continuing education (CE) requirements mandated by the
Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR), the
types of acceptable educational activities, and how to document and report
completed credits. Additionally, it covers approved providers, renewal
cycles, and tips for selecting quality CE courses. Staying compliant with
Illinois nursing continuing education credits not only ensures legal practice
but also promotes professional growth and improved patient care. The
following sections will guide nurses through all critical aspects of
continuing education in the state.

Illinois Nursing Continuing Education Requirements

Types of Approved Continuing Education Activities

Approved Providers and Course Accreditation

Renewal Process and Documentation

Tips for Choosing Quality Continuing Education Courses

Illinois Nursing Continuing Education
Requirements
Illinois nursing continuing education credits are governed by the Illinois
Nurse Practice Act and regulations enforced by the IDFPR. Registered Nurses
(RNs) and Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) licensed in Illinois must complete
a specified number of continuing education hours during each renewal period
to maintain their licenses in good standing. These requirements are designed
to ensure that nurses continually enhance their knowledge and skills in line
with current healthcare practices and patient safety standards.

The standard requirement for Illinois nursing continuing education credits is
20 contact hours of approved continuing education during each two-year
licensure renewal cycle. These hours must be relevant to nursing practice and
can include a variety of educational formats, such as classroom instruction,
online courses, seminars, and workshops. Additionally, certain specific



topics, such as pain management and infection control, may be required or
strongly recommended depending on updates to regulations or public health
needs.

Who Must Complete Continuing Education?
All RNs and LPNs with active licenses in Illinois are required to complete
continuing education credits unless they qualify for an exemption. Exemptions
may apply to newly licensed nurses during their first renewal cycle or those
who have retired but seek to reinstate their license. Nurses should consult
the IDFPR for any updates or temporary exemptions related to extraordinary
circumstances, such as public health emergencies.

Contact Hour Definition
In Illinois, one contact hour is equivalent to 50 to 60 minutes of actual
instruction or educational activity. Nurses should verify with course
providers that the continuing education credits offered are calculated
according to this standard to ensure they meet the state’s requirements.

Types of Approved Continuing Education
Activities
Illinois nursing continuing education credits can be earned through a variety
of approved activities that contribute to a nurse’s professional development.
These activities must enhance nursing knowledge, skills, and competencies
relevant to safe and effective patient care.

Classroom and Seminar Instruction
Traditional in-person classroom sessions, seminars, and workshops led by
qualified instructors are widely accepted as valid continuing education
activities. These provide opportunities for direct interaction and immediate
feedback, which can enhance learning outcomes.

Online and Distance Learning Courses
Online courses have become increasingly popular for earning Illinois nursing
continuing education credits due to their flexibility and accessibility.
Courses offered through accredited providers that include assessments or
quizzes to verify comprehension are accepted. Nurses should ensure the course
provider is approved by the IDFPR or an acceptable accrediting body.



Professional Conferences and Symposiums
Attendance at nursing conferences and symposiums that offer continuing
education sessions is another way to earn credits. Nurses should obtain
documentation from the event organizers specifying the number of contact
hours earned and the topics covered.

Preceptor and Mentor Roles
Serving as a preceptor or mentor for nursing students or new nurses may
qualify for continuing education credits, depending on the IDFPR’s current
guidelines. Documentation of these activities is critical to support credit
claims during license renewal.

Approved Providers and Course Accreditation
To ensure the quality and relevance of Illinois nursing continuing education
credits, courses must be offered by approved providers. The IDFPR recognizes
various accrediting bodies and organizations that meet stringent standards
for educational content and delivery.

IDFPR-Approved Providers
The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation maintains a
list of approved continuing education providers. Nurses should verify that
their chosen provider is on this list to guarantee credit acceptance.
Providers include universities, professional nursing organizations,
healthcare facilities, and specialized continuing education companies.

National Accreditation Organizations
Courses accredited by national organizations such as the American Nurses
Credentialing Center (ANCC), the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical
Education (ACCME), and the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners (AANP) are
generally accepted. Nurses are encouraged to confirm provider accreditation
details before enrolling in courses.

Provider Responsibilities
Approved providers are responsible for ensuring that courses meet state
standards, maintaining attendance records, and providing certificates of
completion that specify the number of contact hours earned. Proper
documentation is essential for nurses to verify compliance during license
renewal audits.



Renewal Process and Documentation
Completing Illinois nursing continuing education credits is only part of the
license renewal process. Nurses must also submit their application for
renewal to the IDFPR along with the required fees and documentation of
completed continuing education.

Renewal Timeline
Illinois nursing licenses must be renewed every two years, with renewal
periods determined by the nurse’s birth month. The IDFPR typically sends
renewal notices well in advance to remind licensees of upcoming deadlines.
Timely completion of continuing education credits is crucial to avoid license
expiration or penalties.

Documentation Requirements
Nurses must retain certificates of completion or official transcripts for all
continuing education activities completed during the renewal period. While
the IDFPR does not require routine submission of these documents, licensees
must provide them upon request during audits or investigations. It is
recommended to keep records for at least four years after renewal.

Reporting Continuing Education Credits
The license renewal application includes a section where nurses attest to
completing the required continuing education hours. Falsifying this
information can result in disciplinary actions, including license suspension
or revocation. Therefore, accuracy and honesty are paramount.

Tips for Choosing Quality Continuing Education
Courses
Selecting appropriate courses to fulfill Illinois nursing continuing
education credits is essential to maximize learning benefits and ensure
compliance with state regulations. Nurses should consider several factors
when choosing continuing education opportunities.

Verify Provider Approval
Always confirm that the course provider is approved by the IDFPR or a
recognized accrediting agency. This ensures that credits earned will be
accepted for license renewal and meet Illinois standards.



Relevance to Nursing Practice
Choose courses that directly relate to current nursing roles, specialties, or
areas requiring improvement. Relevant continuing education enhances
professional competence and patient care quality.

Course Content and Format
Evaluate whether the course content is up-to-date, evidence-based, and
presented in an engaging format. Interactive courses with assessments tend to
promote better retention of knowledge.

Cost and Accessibility
Consider the cost of courses and their accessibility, especially for nurses
balancing work schedules. Many reputable providers offer affordable or free
online options that fit different learning preferences.

Reviews and Recommendations
Seek recommendations from colleagues or professional nursing organizations.
Reviews from other nursing professionals can help identify high-quality
continuing education providers and courses.

Plan Ahead
Begin fulfilling continuing education requirements early in the renewal cycle
to avoid last-minute challenges. This approach allows ample time to complete
courses and address any issues with documentation.

Additional Considerations for Illinois Nurses
Illinois nursing continuing education credits are subject to periodic updates
based on changes in healthcare regulations and public health priorities.
Nurses should stay informed about any modifications to continuing education
requirements, including newly mandated topics or changes in approved
providers.

Participation in specialty certification programs may also contribute to
continuing education requirements, provided the certification is recognized
by the IDFPR. Nurses are encouraged to pursue certifications that enhance
their expertise and career advancement in addition to fulfilling mandatory CE
obligations.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the continuing education requirements for
nurses in Illinois?
In Illinois, registered nurses are required to complete 20 contact hours of
continuing education every two years to renew their nursing license.

How often must Illinois nurses complete continuing
education credits?
Illinois nurses must complete the required continuing education credits every
two years in order to renew their nursing license.

Are there specific topics required for nursing
continuing education in Illinois?
Yes, Illinois requires that at least one hour of the continuing education be
in the area of pain management, and one hour in the area of child abuse
prevention, depending on the nurse’s specialty and practice.

Can online courses count toward Illinois nursing
continuing education credits?
Yes, Illinois accepts continuing education courses completed online as long
as they are from approved providers and meet the state's guidelines.

Where can Illinois nurses find approved continuing
education providers?
Illinois nurses can find approved continuing education providers through the
Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) website
or recognized nursing education organizations.

Is there a deadline for submitting continuing
education credits for Illinois nursing license
renewal?
Yes, continuing education credits must be completed and submitted by the
license expiration date, which occurs every two years on the nurse's birth
date.

What happens if an Illinois nurse fails to complete



the required continuing education credits on time?
If the required continuing education credits are not completed, the nurse's
license may be suspended or not renewed until the requirements are met.

Are there exemptions from continuing education
requirements for certain Illinois nurses?
Certain exemptions may apply, such as for newly licensed nurses during their
first renewal period or nurses on active military duty, but these must be
verified with the IDFPR.

How can Illinois nurses maintain documentation of
their continuing education credits?
Nurses should keep certificates of completion and any related documentation
for at least four years, as the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation may audit continuing education records.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Nursing Continuing Education: A Comprehensive Guide
This book serves as an essential resource for nurses practicing in Illinois
who need to fulfill their continuing education requirements. It covers the
state's specific CE credit regulations, approved courses, and renewal
processes. The guide also includes tips on selecting accredited programs to
ensure compliance with the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation (IDFPR).

2. Continuing Education for Illinois Nurses: Policies and Procedures
Focused on the administrative and legal aspects of nursing CE in Illinois,
this book helps nurses understand the policies governing license renewal. It
outlines the required number of CE credits, acceptable topics, and
documentation standards. Readers will find practical advice on maintaining an
organized record to avoid license suspension.

3. Clinical Updates and Continuing Education for Illinois Nursing
Professionals
This title provides current clinical knowledge alongside continuing education
requirements for Illinois nurses. It integrates evidence-based practices with
state-mandated CE credits, ensuring nurses remain competent and up-to-date.
The book is ideal for nurses seeking to enhance both their clinical skills
and licensure compliance.

4. Illinois Nursing CE Credits: Navigating Online Learning Platforms
With the rise of online education, this book guides Illinois nurses through
selecting and completing online continuing education courses. It reviews
various accredited platforms, highlights advantages and pitfalls, and



explains how to verify that CE credits will be accepted by Illinois
regulators. The book also offers strategies for maximizing learning
efficiency in virtual environments.

5. Ethics and Professionalism: Continuing Education Requirements for Illinois
Nurses
This book emphasizes the importance of ethics and professionalism in nursing
continuing education within Illinois. It delineates ethical topics often
required or recommended in CE courses and provides case studies relevant to
Illinois healthcare settings. Nurses will gain insight into maintaining
professional integrity while meeting state CE mandates.

6. Specialty Nursing CE Credits in Illinois: A Guide for Advanced Practice
Nurses
Targeted at advanced practice nurses in Illinois, this publication details
continuing education options tailored to various specialties. It includes
information on certification maintenance, specialty-specific CE topics, and
state regulations affecting nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists,
and nurse anesthetists. The book helps advanced nurses plan their CE
activities effectively.

7. Illinois Nurse License Renewal and Continuing Education Handbook
This handbook is a step-by-step manual for Illinois nurses preparing to renew
their licenses. It covers CE credit requirements, submission deadlines, and
renewal application procedures. The book also addresses common challenges and
provides solutions to ensure a smooth renewal process.

8. Patient Safety and Quality Improvement: CE Resources for Illinois Nurses
Focusing on patient safety and quality improvement, this resource highlights
continuing education courses that fulfill Illinois CE credit requirements
while promoting best practices. It discusses state and federal mandates
related to patient care and offers tools for nurses to implement safety
initiatives effectively.

9. Time Management for Nurse Continuing Education in Illinois
This practical guide assists Illinois nurses in balancing their professional
responsibilities with continuing education demands. It offers strategies for
scheduling, prioritizing CE activities, and integrating learning into daily
routines. The book aims to help nurses meet Illinois CE requirements without
feeling overwhelmed.
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  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Faith Community Nursing P. Ann
Solari-Twadell, Deborah Jean Ziebarth, 2019-08-31 A multi-authored book, with editors and authors
who are leaders in Faith Community Nursing (FCN) that aims to address contemporary issues in
faith-based, whole person, community based health offering cost effective, accessible, patient
centered care along the patient continuum while challenging contemporary health policy to include
more health promotion services. Twenty-five chapters take the reader from a foundational
understanding of this historic grass-roots movement to the present day international specialty
nursing practice. The book is structured into five sections that describe both the historical
advancement of the Faith Community Nursing, its current implications and future challenges, taking
into account the perspectives of the pastor, congregation, nurse, health care system and public
health national and international organizations. The benefits of this book are that it is intended for a
mixed audience including lay, academic, medical professionals or health care executives. By
changing the mindset of the reader to see the nurse as more than providing illness care, the faith
community as more than a place one goes to on Sunday and health as more than physical, creative
alternatives for promoting health emerge through Faith Community Nursing.
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Nursing Programs - 2010 Peterson's,
2009-04-22 Presents brief profiles of over three thousand undergraduate, graduate, and postdoctoral
nursing programs in the U.S. and Canada, listing nursing student resources and activities, degree
programs, and full-time, part-time, and distance learning options.
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: National Library of Medicine Audiovisuals
Catalog National Library of Medicine (U.S.),
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: The Journal of Continuing Education in
Nursing , 1988
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Continuing Education Gaylord Professional
Publications, 1977 Directory of continuing education career development programmes at higher
educational institutions or sponsored by occupational organizations in the USA - includes a
geographical index by subject as well as lists of accredited home study schools, educational
television stations and an annotated bibliography pp. 670 to 675.
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Nursing Programs 2011 Peterson's,
2010-05-18 Nursing Programs 2011 profiles nearly 3,200 undergraduate, graduate, and postdoctoral
options at more than 700 institutions in the Unioted States and Canada. A special section, The
Nursing School Advisor, includes indepth articles about degree and career options, the admissions
process, and specialized programs for professions such as nurse practitioner and clinical specialist.
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Nursing Diagnosis Susan M. Sparks, 1986
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Undergraduate Guide: Two-Year Colleges
2011 Peterson's, 2010-08-24 Peterson's Two-Year Colleges 2011 includes information on nearly
2,000 accredited two-year undergraduate institutions in the United States and Canada, as well as
some international schools. It also includes scores of detailed two-page descriptions written by
admissions personnel. College-bound students and their parents can research two-year colleges and
universities for information on campus setting, enrollment, majors, expenses, student-faculty ratio,
application deadline, and contact information. SELLING POINTS: Helpful articles on what you need
to know about two-year colleges: advice on transferring and returning to school for adult students;
how to survive standardized tests; what international students need to know about admission to U.S.
colleges; and how to manage paying for college State-by-state summary table allows comparison of
institutions by a variety of characteristics, including enrollment, application requirements, types of
financial aid available, and numbers of sports and majors offered Informative data profiles for nearly
2,000 institutions, listed alphabetically by state (and followed by other countries) with facts and
figures on majors, academic programs, student life, standardized tests, financial aid, and applying
and contact information Exclusive two-page in-depth descriptions written by college administrators
for Peterson's Indexes offering valuable information on associate degree programs at two-year



colleges and four-year colleges-easy to search alphabetically
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Two-Year Colleges - 2010 Peterson's,
2009-07-24 Now Let Us Find the Right One for You. Peterson's has more than 40 years of experience
working with students, parents, educators, guidance counselors, and administrators in helping to
match the right student with the right college. We do our research. You'll find only the most
objective and accurate information in our guides and on Petersons.com. We're with you every step of
the way. With Peterson's resources for test prep, financial aid, essay writing, and education
exploration, you'll be prepared for success. Cost should never be a barrier to receiving a high-quality
education. Peterson's provides the information and guidance you need on tuition, scholarships, and
financial aid to make education more affordable. What's Inside? Up-to-date facts and figures on
application requirements, tuition, degree programs, student body profiles, faculty, and contacts
Quick-Reference Chart to pinpoint colleges that meet your criteria Valuable tips on preparing for
and scoring high on standardized tests Expert advice for adult learners and international students
Book jacket.
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Annual Review of Nursing Research,
Volume 3, 1985 Harriet H. Werley, PhD, Joyce J. Fitzpatrick, PhD, MBA, RN, FAAN, 1985-05-15
This early volume in the long-running series focuses primarily on community issues. As in all
volumes in the series, leading nurse practitioners provide students, researchers, and clinicians with
the foundations for evidence-based practice and further research.
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in
Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1989
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Publication , 1991
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Sleep Disorders and Sleep Promotion in
Nursing Practice Nancy Redeker, Geoffry Phillips McEnany, 2011-04-22 2011 AJN Book of the Year
Winner in Gerontologic Nursing! Sleep medicine texts have been available for decades, [but]...this is
the first ìSleep Nursingî text to fill an importantgap from a nursing perspective.--Nurse Education in
Practice This book is unique in that it examines sleep and sleep disorders from a nursing
perspective...It is a valuable resource for academic nursing, as well as a relevant and useful
companion for clinical nursing professionals. Score: 94, 4 stars.--Doody's Medical Reviews This
comprehensive volume presents the latest scientific evidence on health promotion, prevention, and
treatment for sleep and sleep disorders. This graduate textbook and reference guide provides
strategies for promoting normal sleep, caring for disordered sleep, and supporting sleep in health
care settings. Written by leading nursing experts, this book is an invaluable source for graduate
educators and students, as well as practitioners and researchers caring for patients suffering from
sleep disorders. Key Features: Contains a digital Teacher's Guide and curriculum module Covers
important topics in sleep medicine: insomnia, breathing and movement disorders, narcolepsy,
circadian rhythm disorders, chronic conditions, psychiatric disorders, and pediatric issues Provides
treatment options for sleep disorders in a variety of health care settings Highlights issues in primary
care, as well as alternative/complimentary health care An instructorís guide is available upon
request.
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Press Summary - Illinois Information
Service Illinois Information Service, 1996
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Resources in Education , 1982
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: SIECUS Report , 1973
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Implementation of Continuing Education in
Nursing , 1978
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Cumulative List of Organizations
Described in Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1987
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Abstract for Action National Commission for
the Study of Nursing and Nurses, 1971
  illinois nursing continuing education credits: Journal of Nursing Education , 1989
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