images of nuns habits

images of nuns habits provide a fascinating glimpse into the rich history and symbolism behind
the clothing worn by women in religious orders. These images reveal not only the aesthetic aspects
of the habits but also their cultural and spiritual significance. Nuns' habits have evolved over
centuries, varying widely depending on the order, geographical location, and historical period.
Studying these visual representations allows for a deeper understanding of the religious life,
identity, and traditions associated with different communities of nuns. This article will explore the
historical development of nuns' habits, the distinct styles found across various orders, the symbolism
embedded in their design, and how modern adaptations continue to honor tradition while meeting
contemporary needs. Below is a comprehensive overview of the main topics covered in this article.

« Historical Evolution of Nuns' Habits
e Styles and Variations Across Different Orders
e Symbolism and Meaning Behind Nuns' Habits

e Modern Adaptations and Contemporary Images

Historical Evolution of Nuns' Habits

The history of nuns’ habits dates back to the early Christian monastic movements, where simplicity
and modesty were paramount. Images of nuns habits from medieval manuscripts and paintings show
a gradual standardization of clothing that signified religious dedication and separation from secular
life. Initially, habits resembled everyday garments but were adapted to reflect vows of poverty and
humility. Over centuries, the habit became a distinctive uniform that visually represented the
spiritual commitment of nuns.

Early Christian and Medieval Period

In the early Christian era, women who devoted themselves to religious life wore simple tunics and
veils, often indistinguishable from laywomen'’s attire except for modesty and lack of adornment.
Medieval images of nuns habits reveal longer, flowing robes with head coverings known as wimples
and veils, emphasizing concealment and purity. The habit served as a visible sign of withdrawal from
worldly concerns.

Development Through the Renaissance and Baroque Eras

During the Renaissance and Baroque periods, the habits of various orders became more defined and
ornate in some cases, reflecting the increasing organization of religious communities. Images of
nuns habits from this time show distinct colors and styles that identified specific orders, such as the
black and white habit of the Benedictines or the brown habit of the Carmelites. The habit’s design



also adapted to the practical needs of different locations and climates.

Styles and Variations Across Different Orders

Images of nuns habits reveal a wide array of styles and colors, each corresponding to particular
religious orders and their unique charisms. While the basic elements of the habit—such as the tunic,
scapular, veil, and wimple—are common, the variations highlight the diversity within the Catholic
Church and other Christian traditions.

Benedictine Habit

The Benedictine habit is traditionally black, symbolizing humility and renunciation of worldly
pleasures. Images of nuns habits from the Benedictine order typically include a black tunic,
scapular, and veil, with minimal ornamentation. This style underscores the order’s focus on prayer
and work (“ora et labora”).

Carmelite Habit

The Carmelites are known for their brown habits, which represent simplicity and connection to the
earth. Their habit includes a brown tunic and scapular with a white veil for choir nuns, as seen in
many images of nuns habits. The design reflects their contemplative lifestyle and devotion to the
Virgin Mary.

Dominican Habit

Images of nuns habits from the Dominican order show a combination of white and black garments.
The white tunic and scapular symbolize purity, while the black cloak and veil represent penance.
This habit’s distinctive two-tone color scheme makes it one of the most recognizable in religious
imagery.

Other Notable Variations

e Franciscan habits are typically brown or gray, symbolizing poverty and simplicity.
¢ Augustinian habits often include a black tunic with a white or black veil.

e Missionary orders sometimes adopt lighter colors suited for tropical climates.



Symbolism and Meaning Behind Nuns' Habits

Images of nuns habits are not merely visual representations; they embody deep spiritual and
theological symbolism. The colors, shapes, and components of the habit carry significant meaning
that reflects the vows and mission of the religious community.

Colors and Their Significance

The color of a nun’s habit is one of the most striking symbolic features. Black often stands for
penitence, humility, and death to the world, while white symbolizes purity and holiness. Brown and
gray can represent simplicity and connection to nature. These colors communicate the spiritual
values embraced by the nuns.

Components of the Habit

The habit consists of several parts, each with symbolic intent:

e Tunic: The main garment, representing the nun’s commitment and uniformity within the
order.

e Scapular: A long piece of cloth worn over the tunic, symbolizing the yoke of Christ and a life
of service.

e Veil: Covers the head and sometimes the face, signifying modesty, humility, and separation
from worldly vanity.

e Wimple: A cloth covering the neck and sides of the face, reinforcing the ideals of chastity and
modesty.

Vows Reflected in the Habit

The habit visually represents the three evangelical counsels—poverty, chastity, and obedience. By
wearing the habit, nuns display their renunciation of personal wealth and vanity, dedication to
spiritual purity, and submission to religious authority. This makes images of nuns habits powerful
symbols of faith and devotion.

Modern Adaptations and Contemporary Images

Contemporary images of nuns habits show a blend of tradition and adaptation. While many orders
maintain the classic styles, others have modified the habit to be more practical or symbolic in
modern contexts. These changes often reflect shifts in community roles, cultural integration, and the
demands of contemporary ministry.



Simplification and Practicality

In recent decades, some orders have simplified their habits to allow greater ease of movement and
comfort, especially for active ministry in urban or diverse environments. Images of nuns habits today
may depict shorter veils, lighter fabrics, and less rigid designs, facilitating everyday tasks while
retaining symbolic elements.

Retention of Symbolic Elements

Even with adaptations, modern habits often preserve key symbolic components such as the scapular
or veil, maintaining continuity with tradition. Many nuns continue to wear habits as a public witness
of their faith and commitment, which remains evident in images portraying their attire.

Variations by Region and Order

Modern images also show that habits can vary significantly depending on cultural context. For
example, nuns in tropical climates might wear lighter colors and fabrics, while others might
incorporate local dress styles in a way that respects their religious identity. This diversity enriches
the visual record of nuns’ habits worldwide.

Key Characteristics of Contemporary Habits

e Use of modern materials for durability and comfort.
¢ Adjustments in length and fit for practical reasons.
e Preservation of traditional colors and symbolic shapes.

e Increased use of simple, modest design reflecting vows.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the typical features of a nun's habit shown in
images?

Images of nuns' habits typically show a long tunic, a veil covering the hair, a scapular, and
sometimes a wimple or coif around the neck and face, reflecting modesty and religious devotion.

How do images of nuns' habits vary between different



religious orders?

Different religious orders have distinct habits, which can be seen in images: some wear all black,
others white or brown, with variations in veil style, length, and accessories, indicating their specific
community and traditions.

Why do nuns wear habits, as seen in images?

Nuns wear habits as a symbol of their commitment to a religious life, simplicity, and humility.
Images of habits emphasize these values and help identify their order and spiritual dedication.

Are modern images showing changes in nuns' habits compared
to historical ones?

Yes, modern images often show nuns wearing simpler, less formal habits or even lay clothing,
reflecting changes in religious life and adaptation to contemporary society, unlike the more
elaborate historical habits.

Where can I find high-quality images of nuns' habits for
educational purposes?

High-quality images of nuns' habits can be found in online religious archives, museum collections,
educational websites, and photo libraries like Getty Images or Wikimedia Commons, often free for
educational use.

Additional Resources

1. The Habit: A Visual History of Nuns' Attire

This book offers an in-depth exploration of the various styles of nuns' habits throughout history.
Featuring rich photographic illustrations, it traces the evolution of religious attire from medieval
times to the modern era. The book also explains the symbolism behind different colors and designs,
providing cultural and theological context.

2. Veils and Vows: The Art of Nuns' Habits

Veils and Vows presents a beautiful collection of images showcasing the diversity of nuns' habits
across different orders and countries. Alongside the visuals, readers will find insightful commentary
on the significance of each habit's components. This volume celebrates the artistic and spiritual
expression embodied in religious clothing.

3. Clothed in Faith: The Traditions of Nuns' Habits

This comprehensive guide delves into the customs and meanings behind the attire worn by nuns.
[lustrated with historical photographs and modern-day portraits, it highlights the habits' role in
identity and devotion. The book also covers the changes in habits following Vatican II and the impact
on religious life.

4. Threads of Devotion: Nuns' Habits Through the Ages
Threads of Devotion examines the materials, craftsmanship, and designs of nuns' habits from
different orders worldwide. The book includes detailed images showing textures and colors that



define each habit's uniqueness. It also discusses how habits reflect the vows and missions of various
religious communities.

5. Habit and Heritage: The Iconography of Nuns' Dress

This volume investigates the iconographic and symbolic elements found in nuns' habits. Through a
combination of art history and photography, it reveals how habits convey spiritual messages and
religious identity. The book is a valuable resource for those interested in religious symbolism and
ecclesiastical art.

6. Silent Sisters: Portraits of Nuns and Their Habits

Silent Sisters is a photographic tribute capturing the serene dignity of nuns in their traditional
habits. The portraits emphasize the personal stories and spiritual lives behind the clothing.
Accompanied by thoughtful essays, the book explores how habits foster a sense of community and
humility.

7. From Cloister to Culture: The Evolution of Nuns' Habits

This book traces the historical and cultural shifts that influenced changes in nuns' habits over
centuries. It features comparative images illustrating the transformation from elaborate medieval
attire to simplified modern garments. Readers gain insight into how social, religious, and political
factors shaped the habit's design.

8. The Colors of Faith: Exploring Nuns' Habits Worldwide

The Colors of Faith highlights the variety of colors and styles used in nuns' habits around the globe.
Through vivid photographs, it showcases how different religious orders express their charisms
through distinct attire. The book also explains the meanings behind color choices and their spiritual
significance.

9. Habitual Grace: Nuns' Attire in Art and Photography

Habitual Grace blends fine art and documentary photography to portray the beauty and solemnity of
nuns' habits. Featuring works by renowned photographers and artists, the book captures both the
aesthetic and devotional aspects of the habit. It offers readers a contemplative look at the
intersection of faith, fashion, and identity.
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misuse of clerical power, and a devastating failure to recognize the singular contributions of these
religious women. The Roman Catholic Church in America has lost nearly 100,000 religious sisters in
the last forty years, a much greater loss than the priesthood. While the explanation is partly
cultural—contemporary women have more choices in work and life—Kenneth Briggs contends that
the rapid disappearance of convents can be traced directly to the Church’s betrayal of the promises
of reform made by the Second Vatican Council. In Double Crossed, Briggs documents the pattern of
marginalization and exploitation that has reduced nuns to second-, even third-class citizens within
the Catholic Church. America’s religious sisters were remarkable, adventurous women. They
educated children, managed health care of the sick, and reached out to the poor and homeless. They
went to universities and into executive chairs. Their efforts and successes, however, brought little
appreciation from the Church, which demeaned their roles, deprived them of power, and placed
them under the absolute authority of the all-male clergy. Replete with quotations from nuns and
former nuns, Double Crossed uncovers a dark secret at the heart of the Catholic Church. Their
voices and Briggs’s research provide compelling insights into why the number of religious sisters
has declined so precipitously in recent decades—and why, unless reforms are introduced, nuns may
vanish forever in America.

images of nuns habits: Nuns, 2008-09-11 Cloistered and inaccessible 'brides of Christ'? Or
socially engaged women, active in the outside world to a degree impossible for their secular sisters?
Nuns tells the fascinating stories of the women who have lived in religious communities since the
dawn of the modern age - their ideals and achievements, frustrations and failures, and their
attempts to reach out to the society around them. Drawing particularly on the nuns' own words,
Silvia Evangelisti explores how they came to the cloister, how they responded to monastic discipline,
and how they pursued their spiritual, intellectual, and missionary activities. The book looks not only
at the individual stories of outstanding historical figures such as Teresa of Avila but also at the wider
picture of convent life - what it symbolized to contemporaries, how it reflected and related to the
world beyond the cloister, and what it means in the world today.

images of nuns habits: A Visual Approach to the Study of Religious Orders Marcin
Jewdokimow, Thomas Quartier, OSB, 2019-05-01 A Visual Approach to the Study of Religious Orders
applies visual methods to the exploration of various facets of religious life, such as everyday lived
experience, contemporary monastic identity or monastic architecture. Presenting a series of visual
essays, it treats images not as simple illustrations but as an autonomous form of expression, capable
of unveiling vital and developmental layers of experience, while inviting readers to examine and
interpret the data themselves. The first book of its kind, it brings together case studies from various
locations across Europe to demonstrate what the use of visual methodologies can contribute to
social scientific research on religious orders. As such, it will appeal to scholars and students of
sociology, religious studies and theology and anyone with interests in religious orders.

images of nuns habits: Green Sisters Sarah McFarland Taylor, 2009-09-15 “Green sisters,”
environmentally active Catholic nuns, work to heal the earth as they cultivate new forms of religious
culture. Inviting us into their world, Taylor offers a firsthand understanding of the experiences of
women whose lives bring together orthodoxy and activism, and whose lifestyle provides a compelling
view of sustainable living.

images of nuns habits: The Betrothed Lovers Alessandro Manzoni, 1889

images of nuns habits: Nuns in Popular Culture Marcus K. Harmes, Meredith A. Harmes,
2024-08-14 Films and television programs about nuns (women in a religious order) are among the
most successful and popular we watch, from old favorites like The Sound of Music to recent smash
hits like Call the Midwife and Mrs. Davis. This new collection studies the fascinating and often
controversial ways nuns have been portrayed in popular media, such as warriors, career women, and
agents of supernatural horror. Specialist contributors in popular culture study more than a century
of works from around the globe in genres as diverse as musicals, horror films, and even heavy metal
music videos.

images of nuns habits: Deconstructing Images of the Global South Through Media



Representations and Communication Endong, Floribert Patrick C., 2019-12-06 The human
condition has continued to improve phenomenally in today’s world with the development of
technology and medicine. This includes developing countries in areas such as Africa, Asia, and South
America. Despite the emergence of economy, education, and infrastructure in these regions, media
outlets continue to forego their advancements in favor of the negativities that plague these states
such as poverty, hunger, and corruption. There is a need to research international media portrayals
of the less developed world to ascertain the myth that these areas are still struggling.
Deconstructing Images of the Global South Through Media Representations and Communication
provides emerging research exploring the theoretical and practical aspects of how global media
analyzes developing countries. Featuring coverage on a broad range of topics such as cultural
affirmation, online platforms, and audience perception, this book is ideally designed for
communications specialists, journalists, broadcasters, newscasters, conflict photographers, media
practitioners, policymakers, international relation experts, column writers/editors, students,
politicians, government officials, researchers, and academicians seeking current research on the
world’s perception of developing countries through media coverage.

images of nuns habits: The International Library of Famous Literature , 1898

images of nuns habits: The Religious Life of Dress Lynne Hume, 2013-10-24 From clothing
to the painted and scarified nude body, through overt, public display or esoteric symbols known only
to the initiated, dress can convey information about beliefs, faith, identity, power, agency,
resistance, and fashion. Taking a 'senses' approach, Hume's engaging account takes into
consideration the look, smell, feel, touch and sound of religious apparel, the 'smells and bells' of
dress and its accoutrements, as well as the emotions evoked by donning religious garb. The book's
global perspective provides wide-ranging, yet detailed, coverage of religious dress, from the history
and meaning of the simple 'no-frills' attire of the Anabaptists to the power structure displayed in the
elaborate fabrics and colours of the Roman Catholic Church; Hume examines the 2,500 year-old
tradition of Buddhist robes, the nudity of India's holy men, and much more. With chapters on Sufism,
Vodou, modern Pagans, as well as painted and tattooed indigenous and modern Western bodies, the
reader is swept along on a sensual journey of the sight, sound, smell and feel of wearing religion.
Unique in its field, this intriguing and informative anthropological approach to the body and dress is
an essential read for students of Anthropology, Anthropology of Dress, Sociology, Fashion and
Textiles, Culture and Dress, Body and Culture and Cultural Studies.

images of nuns habits: The Habit Elizabeth Kuhns, 2007-12-18 Curiosity about nuns and their
distinctive clothing is almost as old as Catholicism itself. The habit intrigues the religious and the
nonreligious alike, from medieval maidens to contemporary schoolboys, to feminists and other social
critics. The first book to explore the symbolism of this attire, The Habit presents a visual gallery of
the diverse forms of religious clothing and explains the principles and traditions that inspired them.
More than just an eye-opening study of the symbolic significance of starched wimples, dark dresses,
and flowing veils, The Habit is an incisive, engaging portrait of the roles nuns have and do play in
the Catholic Church and in ministering to the needs of society. From the clothing seen in an
eleventh-century monastery to the garb worn by nuns on picket lines during the 1960s, habits have
always been designed to convey a specific image or ideal. The habits of the Benedictines and the
Dominicans, for example, were specifically created to distinguish women who consecrated their lives
to God; other habits reflected the sisters’ desire to blend in among the people they served. The
brown Carmelite habit was rarely seen outside the monastery wall, while the Flying Nun turned the
white winged cornette of the Daughters of Charity into a universally recognized icon. And when
many religious abandoned habits in the 1960s and '70s, it stirred a debate that continues today.
Drawing on archival research and personal interviews with nuns all over the United States,
Elizabeth Kuhns examines some of the gender and identity issues behind the controversy and brings
to light the paradoxes the habit represents. For some, it epitomizes oppression and obsolescence; for
others, it embodies the ultimate beauty and dignity of the vocation. Complete with extraordinary
photographs, including images of the nineteenth century nuns’ silk bonnets to the simple gray



dresses of the Sisters of Social Service, this evocative narrative explores the timeless symbolism of
the habit and traces its evolution as a visual reflection of the changes in society.

images of nuns habits: The Complete Harvard Classics (2022 Edition) Plato, Immanuel
Kant, William Shakespeare, Henry David Thoreau, Epictetus, John Ruskin, Homer, William
Makepeace Thackeray, Benjamin Franklin, Voltaire, John Milton, William Penn, Francis Bacon,
Thomas Hobbes, John Woolman, Marcus Aurelius, Friedrich von Schiller, Cicero, Jean Jacques
Rousseau, Edgar Alan Poe, 2023-11-24 E-artnow presents to you the complete edition of the world
famous collection of Harvard Classics. The collection was created by Harvard University President,
Dr. Charles W. Eliot, a firm believer in freedom of education and self improvement. He based the
selection of works on the required reading at Harvard, literature classics anyone should read and
learn from, the books of history's greatest creative minds for every person to get inspired from. The
first Harvard Classics Collection consisted of 51 volumes of the essential works of world literature
which showed the progress of man from antics to modern age. In this edition, the original collection
is supplemented with the 20 volume Harvard Shelf of Fiction, a selection of the greatest works of
fiction of all time. This updated edition is meticulously edited and formatted to the highest digital
standards with the text made to fit and adapt to every possible type of eReader. Each book has its
own interactive table of contents, interactive footnotes and explanations. Content: The Harvard
Classics: V. 1: Franklin, Woolman & Penn V. 2: Plato, Epictetus & Marcus Aurelius V. 3: Bacon,
Milton, Browne V. 4: John Milton V. 5: R. W. Emerson V. 6: Robert Burns V. 7: St Augustine &
Thomas & Kempis V. 8: Nine Greek Dramas V. 9: Cicero and Pliny V. 10: The Wealth of Nations V.
11: The Origin of Species V. 12: Plutarchs V. 13: neid V. 14: Don Quixote V. 15: Bunyan & Walton
V. 16: 1001 Nights V. 17: Folklore & Fable V. 18: Modern English Drama V. 19: Goethe & Marlowe
V. 20: The Divine Comedy V. 21: I Promessi Sposi V. 22: The Odyssey V. 23: Two Years Before the
Mast V. 24: Edmund Burke V. 25: J. S. Mill & T. Carlyle V. 26: Continental Drama V. 27 & 28:
English & American Essays V. 29: The Voyage of the Beagle V. 30: Scientific Papers V. 31: The
Autobiography of Benvenuto Cellini V. 32: Literary and Philosophical Essays V. 33: Voyages &
Travels V. 34: French & English Philosophers V. 35: Chronicle and Romance V. 36: Machiavelli,
Roper, More, Luther V. 37: Locke, Berkeley, Hume V. 38: Harvey, Jenner, Lister, Pasteur V. 39:
Prologues V. 40-42: English Poetry V. 43: American Historical Documents V. 44 & 45: Sacred
Writings V. 46 & 47: Elizabethan Drama V. 48: Blaise Pascal V. 49: Saga V. 50: Reader's Guide V. 51:
Lectures The Shelf of Fiction: V. 1 & 2: The History of Tom Jones V. 3: A Sentimental Journey &
Pride and Prejudice...

images of nuns habits: The universal anthology, a collection of the best literature, with
biographical and explanatory notes, ed. by R. Garnett, L. Vallée, A. Brandl. Imperial ed Richard
Garnett, 1899

images of nuns habits: The Universal Anthology Richard Garnett, Leon Vallée, Alois Brandl,
1899

images of nuns habits: The International Library of Famous Literature Richard Garnett,
1899

images of nuns habits: The betrothed lovers. With a biogr. intr. by the editor (G.T.
Bettany). Alessandro Francesco T.A. Manzoni, 1889

images of nuns habits: Harvard Classics - Complete Collection of the Greatest Works of
World Literature Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, Thomas Carlyle, Plato,
Charles Darwin, Dante Alighieri, Euripides, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Charles Lamb, Samuel Johnson,
John Stuart Mill, David Hume, Joseph Addison, Leigh Hunt, Epictetus, Thomas De Quincey, Samuel
Taylor Coleridge, Jonathan Swift, Christopher Marlowe, Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm Grimm, William
Hazlitt, Marcus Tullius Cicero, Daniel Defoe, Aesop, Richard Henry Dana, John Dryden, Pedro
Calderdn de la Barca, John Ruskin, Robert Burns, David Garrick, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Izaak
Walton, John Bunyan, Homer, Edmund Burke, Plutarch, Moliere, Aeschylus, Sophocles, William
Makepeace Thackeray, Benjamin Franklin, Pierre Corneille, Jean Racine, Robert Browning, Oliver
Goldsmith, John Milton, Aristophanes, Virgil, Richard Brinsley Sheridan, William Penn, Philip Sidney,




Francis Bacon, Adam Smith, Alessandro Manzoni, Abraham Cowley, Ben Jonson, John Woolman,
Sydney Smith, Marcus Aurelius, Hans Christian Andersen, George Gordon Byron, Thomas a Kempis,
Richard Steele, Thomas Browne, Thomas Babington Macaulay, Miguel de Cervantes, Friedrich von
Schiller, Pliny the Younger, Saint Augustine, 2023-12-28 The 'Harvard Classics - Complete Collection
of the Greatest Works of World Literature' offers an unparalleled voyage through the intellectual and
artistic milestones that have shaped human thought and expression. This anthology traverses
various literary styles, from the immortality of epic poetry to the rigor of philosophical discourse and
the whimsy of moral fables. Each piece is meticulously selected to represent a critical pillar of world
literature, weaving together themes of existential inquiry, ethical deliberation, societal observation,
and imaginative storytelling. Highlights include thought-provoking essays, timeless plays, and lyrical
poetry that capture the human condition in its myriad forms. This illustrious collection showcases
the formidable intellects of celebrated authors, whose works have transcended the boundaries of
time and geography to resonate universally. With contributions from luminaries such as Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe and Miguel de Cervantes to ancient thinkers like Plato and philosophers like
Marcus Aurelius, the compilation aligns with historical and cultural movements that defined epochs.
Collectively, these voices provide a rich and diverse tapestry, unifying through shared exploration of
humanity's most profound questions and collective aspirations. Embarking on the journey through
the 'Harvard Classics' is a unique opportunity to immerse oneself in a confluence of perspectives
that have defined literary excellence. The collection promises educational enrichment through its
expansive overview of influential texts and their enduring dialogues. Readers are encouraged to
delve into this anthology, savoring the diversity of thought and expression that elegantly bridges the
past with contemporaneous insight, making it an invaluable resource for anyone seeking a
comprehensive understanding of world literature's greatest achievements.

images of nuns habits: Visual Habits Rebecca Sullivan, 2005-01-01 From The Nun's Story to
The Flying Nun to The Singing Nun, nuns were a major presence in the mainstream media. Sullivan
discusses these images in the context of the period's seemingly unlimited potential for social change.

images of nuns habits: Kate Chopin in New Orleans PhD, Rosary O'Neill, PhD, Rory O’Neill
Schmitt, 2024-04-15 Authors Rory O'Neill Schmitt and Rosary O'Neill share the NOLA life of Kate
Chopin, the first great American woman novelist. In this epic story, Chopin becomes a Phoenix rising
amidst the disgrace, death, and abandonment in the romantic desperate setting of post-Civil War
Louisiana. This book, a follow up to Edgar Degas in New Orleans, presents Chopin, who lived in the
same neighborhood as the Degas family during that time. Chopin celebrated in New Orleans' great
homes and mansions up River Road with their wonderland of oaks, columns, balconies. She had lived
in the Garden District, watched New Orleans trolleys with their big windows roll past the Gothic
mansions and Greco-Roman houses on St. Charles Avenue, strolled languidly through Audubon Park
with its oak tree wonderland full of swamps and lush Louisiana foliage.

images of nuns habits: The Betrothed Alessandro Manzoni, 1844
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