illinois cpa education requirements

illinois cpa education requirements are a crucial step for candidates
aspiring to become licensed Certified Public Accountants (CPAs) in the state
of Illinois. Meeting these educational prerequisites ensures that candidates
possess the necessary accounting knowledge and skills to uphold the
profession’s standards. This article explores the detailed education
requirements mandated by the Illinois Board of Examiners (ILBOE), including
credit hour specifications, course content, and degree qualifications.
Additionally, it covers the importance of these requirements in the CPA
licensure process, application procedures, and how candidates can fulfill
these obligations effectively. Understanding the Illinois CPA education
requirements is essential for all prospective accountants aiming to practice
professionally within the state. The following sections will guide candidates
through the key elements of fulfilling these educational criteria.

e Overview of Illinois CPA Education Requirements

e Degree and Credit Hour Requirements

e Specific Coursework and Subject Areas

e Additional Requirements for CPA Examination Eligibility
e Application Process and Documentation

e Continuing Education and License Maintenance

Overview of Illinois CPA Education Requirements

The Illinois CPA education requirements are designed to ensure that
candidates possess a strong academic foundation in accounting and related
business subjects. The Illinois Board of Examiners enforces these standards
as part of the licensure process for CPAs. The requirements align with the
national standards recommended by the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants (AICPA) and the National Association of State Boards of
Accountancy (NASBA). Candidates must complete specific credit hours in
accounting and business courses as part of their undergraduate or graduate
studies. These requirements play a vital role in preparing candidates for the
Uniform CPA Examination and the professional responsibilities that follow
licensure.



Degree and Credit Hour Requirements

Illinois mandates that CPA candidates have a minimum level of education
before they can qualify for examination and licensure. Understanding these
degree and credit hour requirements is essential for candidates planning
their academic pathway.

Bachelor’s Degree Requirement

Applicants must hold at least a bachelor’s degree from a regionally
accredited college or university. The degree must be conferred before
applying for the CPA examination or licensure. The degree serves as proof
that the candidate has completed a recognized program of study.

Total Credit Hours

A total of 150 semester credit hours is required to meet Illinois CPA
education requirements. This 150-credit hour rule is consistent with most
states and aims to ensure comprehensive knowledge and preparation for the CPA
profession. The credits must include a combination of accounting and business
courses.

Credit Hour Breakdown

The credit hours must be distributed to cover essential accounting and
business subjects. The general breakdown includes:

e At least 24 semester hours in accounting subjects
e At least 24 semester hours in general business subjects

e The remaining credit hours can be in other academic areas to reach the
150 total

This distribution ensures candidates have a balanced education relevant to
accounting practice and business management.

Specific Coursework and Subject Areas

Beyond the total credit hours, Illinois CPA education requirements specify
the nature of coursework candidates must complete. These courses must align
with professional standards and adequately prepare candidates for examination
content and licensure duties.



Accounting Coursework

Illinois requires a minimum of 24 semester hours in accounting courses. These
courses should cover key areas such as:

e Financial accounting and reporting

e Auditing and attestation

e Taxation

e Management accounting (cost accounting)

e Accounting information systems

This comprehensive coverage ensures candidates understand both the technical
and ethical components of accounting practices.

Business Coursework

In addition to accounting courses, candidates must complete at least 24
semester hours in general business subjects. These courses often include:

Business law and ethics

Finance

Economics

Management and organizational behavior

Marketing

This business education complements the accounting knowledge and fosters a
broader understanding of the commercial environment.

Additional Requirements for CPA Examination
Eligibility
Meeting the educational prerequisites is one part of qualifying for the CPA

examination. Illinois imposes further conditions to ensure candidates are
ready for the exam and subsequent licensure.



Education Verification

Applicants must submit official transcripts verifying the completion of the
150 semester hours and the required coursework. Transcripts should be sent
directly from the issuing institution to the Illinois Board of Examiners.

Ethics Requirement

I1linois requires CPA candidates to complete an ethics examination. This
often involves passing the AICPA's Professional Ethics Exam, which ensures
candidates understand the ethical standards expected of CPAs.

Experience Requirement

Though not strictly an education requirement, candidates must also obtain
relevant work experience, typically one year under a licensed CPA, before
full licensure. This practical experience complements the education and
examination components.

Application Process and Documentation

To apply for the CPA examination and licensure, candidates must follow a
structured process that involves submitting documentation related to their
education and qualifications.

Submitting Transcripts

Candidates must arrange for official transcripts from accredited institutions
to be sent to the Illinois Board of Examiners. These transcripts must clearly
indicate the courses completed and credit hours earned.

Application Forms

The Illinois Board of Examiners requires applicants to complete specific
application forms for the CPA examination and licensure. These forms collect
personal information, educational background, and attestations regarding
eligibility.

Fees and Deadlines

Applicants must pay examination and licensure fees as specified by the
I1linois Board of Examiners. It is critical to adhere to application
deadlines to avoid delays in processing and testing schedules.



Continuing Education and License Maintenance

After meeting the Illinois CPA education requirements and obtaining
licensure, CPAs must fulfill ongoing education obligations to maintain their
license in good standing.

Continuing Professional Education (CPE)

Illinois requires licensed CPAs to complete at least 120 hours of continuing
professional education every three years. This includes:

e A minimum of 20 hours annually
e At least 4 hours in ethics every three years

e Relevant courses that enhance professional competence

Continuing education ensures CPAs remain current with evolving accounting
standards, regulations, and business practices.

License Renewal

CPAs must renew their licenses regularly by submitting proof of CPE
completion and paying renewal fees. Failure to comply with renewal
requirements can result in license suspension or revocation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the general education requirements to
become a CPA in Illinois?

To become a CPA in Illinois, candidates must complete 150 semester hours of
college education, including a bachelor's degree or higher from an accredited
institution. This education must include specific accounting and business-
related coursework as outlined by the Illinois Board of Examiners.

How many credit hours of accounting courses are
required for Illinois CPA licensure?

Illinois requires at least 30 semester hours of accounting courses, including
financial accounting, auditing, taxation, and management accounting, as part
of the 150 semester hour education requirement.



Are business courses required for the Illinois CPA
education requirements?

Yes, Illinois mandates at least 24 semester hours of business-related
courses. These can include subjects such as business law, finance, economics,
and management to complement the accounting education.

Does Illinois require candidates to have a specific
degree to sit for the CPA exam?

Candidates must have earned at least a bachelor's degree from an accredited
college or university to sit for the CPA exam in Illinois. The degree should
include the required accounting and business coursework.

Is there a specific residency requirement for CPA
education in Illinois?

No, Illinois does not have a residency requirement for CPA candidates.
Candidates from any location can meet the education requirements as long as
their degree and coursework meet Illinois Board of Examiners standards.

Can coursework completed online count towards
Illinois CPA education requirements?

Yes, Illinois accepts online courses as long as they are completed through
accredited institutions and meet the content requirements set by the Illinois
Board of Examiners.

Are there any continuing education requirements
after becoming a CPA in Illinois?

Yes, Illinois CPAs must complete continuing professional education (CPE)
requirements to maintain their license. This typically involves completing
120 hours of CPE every three years, with specific ethics requirements
included.

Additional Resources

1. Illinois CPA Exam and Education Requirements Guide

This comprehensive guide provides an in-depth overview of the education and
exam requirements for aspiring CPAs in Illinois. It covers the 150-semester
hour rule, specific coursework needed, and the application process for the
I1linois Board of Examiners. Ideal for students and professionals planning
their path to CPA licensure in Illinois.

2. Mastering Illinois CPA Education: What You Need to Know



This book breaks down the educational prerequisites set by the Illinois Board
of CPA Examiners, including degree requirements and approved course subjects.
It also offers tips on selecting the right accounting programs and managing
additional credit hours. A practical resource for students aiming to fulfill
I1linois CPA educational standards efficiently.

3. Illinois CPA Licensure: Education and Exam Roadmap

Designed to guide candidates through the Illinois CPA licensure process, this
book details all necessary educational qualifications and the sequence of
exams. It explains how to document education credits and provides strategies
for meeting the 150-hour requirement. The book is a must-have for those
preparing to become licensed CPAs in Illinois.

4. Accounting Education Requirements for Illinois CPA Candidates

Focused specifically on the accounting and business coursework required for
CPA eligibility in Illinois, this text clarifies the distribution of credit
hours. It also discusses alternative pathways and exceptions recognized by
the Illinois Board. Perfect for students balancing different academic
backgrounds.

5. Illinois CPA Candidate’s Handbook: Education and Beyond

This handbook offers a step-by-step approach to satisfying Illinois CPA
education mandates, including guidance on degree accreditation and credits
from non-traditional programs. It also explores continuing professional
education post-licensure. Suitable for both new candidates and those
maintaining their CPA credentials.

6. Navigating Illinois CPA Educational Policies

An analytical look at the regulations and policies governing CPA education in
Illinois, this book helps readers understand legislative changes and their
impact. It includes case studies and frequently asked questions related to
educational eligibility. Valuable for educators, students, and policy
enthusiasts alike.

7. The Complete Illinois CPA Education Planner

This planner provides tools to map out the entire educational journey
required for CPA licensure in Illinois. It features checklists, timelines,
and recommended courses to ensure compliance with state standards. A
practical companion for academic advisors and candidates alike.

8. Illinois CPA Exam Preparation and Education Essentials

Combining exam prep with education requirements, this book provides a dual
focus on passing the CPA exam and meeting Illinois-specific educational
criteria. It includes study strategies alongside advice on completing
requisite coursework. Ideal for candidates who want an integrated approach.

9. Illinois CPA Licensing: Educational Requirements and Career Pathways
This book explores the relationship between meeting Illinois CPA educational
requirements and career opportunities in accounting. It highlights how
certain courses and degrees open doors to specialized fields within the CPA
profession. Great for students planning both their education and future



careers in Illinois.
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