illinois bar exam application

illinois bar exam application is a crucial step for aspiring attorneys seeking admission to practice
law in the state of Illinois. The process involves submitting detailed documentation, meeting specific
eligibility requirements, and adhering to strict deadlines established by the Illinois Board of
Admissions to the Bar. This article provides a comprehensive guide on how to navigate the lllinois bar
exam application, including eligibility criteria, application procedures, required documents, deadlines,
fees, and tips for a successful submission. Understanding the intricacies of the application helps
candidates avoid common pitfalls and ensures timely processing of their candidacy. Additionally, this
guide covers essential information about character and fitness evaluations, exam scheduling, and
results notification. The following sections will break down the entire lllinois bar exam application
process into manageable parts for clarity and thorough preparation.

Eligibility Requirements for the Illinois Bar Exam

Step-by-Step Illinois Bar Exam Application Process

Required Documents and Supporting Materials

Application Deadlines and Fees
e Character and Fitness Evaluation
e Exam Scheduling and Testing Locations

e Post-Application: Results and Admission Procedures

Eligibility Requirements for the lllinois Bar Exam

Before submitting the Illinois bar exam application, candidates must ensure they meet the eligibility
criteria set by the Illinois Board of Admissions to the Bar. Eligibility primarily revolves around
educational qualifications and moral character standards.

Educational Qualifications

Applicants must have graduated from an American Bar Association (ABA) accredited law school or
have completed equivalent legal education. The degree typically required is a Juris Doctor (J.D.) or its
equivalent. Candidates who have studied law outside the United States may be eligible if they meet
specific criteria and complete additional requirements as determined by the Board.

Moral Character and Fitness

lllinois requires all applicants to demonstrate good moral character and fitness to practice law. This



evaluation involves a thorough investigation into the applicant's background, including criminal
history, financial responsibility, and professional conduct. Meeting these standards is mandatory for
approval to sit for the bar exam.

Additional Requirements

Applicants must be at least 18 years old and must not have been disbarred or suspended from any
bar. Certain applicants, such as those applying under diploma privilege or admission on motion, have
distinct eligibility pathways.

Step-by-Step Illinois Bar Exam Application Process

The lllinois bar exam application process is structured and requires careful attention to detail.
Completing the application correctly and submitting it on time is essential to avoid delays.

Creating an Account with the lllinois Board of Admissions

Applicants begin by creating an online account on the lllinois Board of Admissions to the Bar's official
website. This account facilitates submission of the application, document uploads, fee payments, and
communication.

Filling Out the Application Form

The application form includes sections on personal information, educational background, employment
history, and character and fitness disclosures. Accuracy and completeness are critical in this stage to
prevent processing issues.

Review and Payment

After completing the application, candidates must review all entries carefully. The application fee is
paid online, and confirmation of payment is necessary to finalize submission.

Submission and Confirmation

Once submitted, applicants receive a confirmation notice. It is advisable to print or save this
confirmation for records. Applicants may also receive instructions for submitting additional
documentation or scheduling the exam.

Required Documents and Supporting Materials

The lllinois bar exam application demands the submission of various supporting documents that verify



the applicant's qualifications and character.

Transcripts and Educational Records

Official transcripts from all post-secondary institutions attended, particularly law schools, must be
submitted. Transcripts should be sent directly from the institution to ensure authenticity.

Character and Fitness Documentation

Applicants must provide detailed information about any past criminal charges, disciplinary actions, or
financial delinquencies. Supporting documents, such as court records or letters of explanation, may
be necessary.

Photograph and Identification

A recent passport-style photograph is often required along with valid government-issued identification
to verify identity during the application and exam process.

Additional Certifications

Depending on the applicant’s background, certifications such as the Multistate Professional
Responsibility Examination (MPRE) score may need to be submitted as part of the application
package.

Application Deadlines and Fees

Timely submission of the lllinois bar exam application is essential to secure a place in the testing
schedule and to avoid late fees or disqualification.

Application Deadlines

The lllinois Board of Admissions typically sets two primary application periods annually, aligned with
the February and July bar exams. Deadlines usually fall several months before the exam dates, often
in December for the February exam and in May for the July exam.

Fee Structure

The application fee covers processing and examination costs. Fees vary depending on the applicant’s
status—first-time takers, repeaters, or admission on motion candidates may encounter different fee
amounts. Additional fees may apply for late submissions or special accommodations.



Payment Methods

Payments are generally made online using credit or debit cards. It is important to retain payment
receipts for future reference or in case of disputes.

Character and Fitness Evaluation

The character and fitness evaluation is a critical component of the lllinois bar exam application,
assessing whether candidates possess the ethical standards required of practicing attorneys.

Disclosure Requirements

Applicants must disclose any criminal convictions, disciplinary actions, financial insolvencies, or other
conduct that may reflect on their moral character. Full transparency is necessary to avoid delays or
denials.

Investigation Process

The Board conducts a thorough review, which may include background checks, interviews, and
requests for additional information. The process is designed to ensure that only candidates who meet
high ethical standards are admitted.

Potential Outcomes

Based on findings, applicants may be approved, asked for further clarification, or denied admission.
Denial can be appealed, but it involves a separate, often lengthy process.

Exam Scheduling and Testing Locations

After the lllinois bar exam application is approved, candidates proceed to schedule their exam and
prepare for testing at authorized locations.

Scheduling the Exam

Approved applicants receive instructions on selecting exam dates and locations. The exam is typically
administered twice a year at multiple testing centers throughout lllinois.

Testing Formats

The Illinois bar exam includes the Uniform Bar Examination (UBE), composed of the Multistate Bar
Examination (MBE), Multistate Essay Examination (MEE), and Multistate Performance Test (MPT).



Familiarity with the format and content is essential for success.

Accommodations

Applicants with disabilities may request testing accommodations through the application process.
Requests must be submitted with appropriate documentation and approved prior to exam scheduling.

Post-Application: Results and Admission Procedures

Following the exam, applicants await results and, upon passing, complete additional steps for formal
admission to the lllinois bar.

Notification of Results

Exam results are typically released within a few months after the test date. Candidates receive
notification via their online account or official correspondence.

Admission Ceremony and Oath

Successful candidates must attend an admission ceremony and take the oath of office, formalizing
their status as licensed attorneys in lllinois.

Continuing Compliance

New admittees must comply with ongoing requirements such as continuing legal education (CLE) and
maintaining good standing to retain their license.

Reapplication and Retaking the Exam

Candidates who do not pass may reapply for subsequent exams, following the same application
procedures and deadlines. Preparation and understanding of failure reasons are important for
improved outcomes.

Checklist for a Successful Illinois Bar Exam Application

e Confirm eligibility based on education and character standards
¢ Create an online account with the Illinois Board of Admissions

e Complete the application form thoroughly and accurately



e Gather and submit all required documents, including transcripts and character disclosures

Pay the application fee before the deadline

Request any needed accommodations early

Schedule the bar exam after application approval

Prepare thoroughly for the Uniform Bar Examination

¢ Attend the admission ceremony after passing

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the eligibility requirements to apply for the lllinois
Bar Exam?

To apply for the lllinois Bar Exam, candidates must have a Juris Doctor (JD) degree from an ABA-
accredited law school or meet certain foreign legal education equivalency requirements. Additionally,
applicants must pass the Moral Character Determination process.

How do | submit my lllinois Bar Exam application?

The lllinois Bar Exam application is submitted online through the lllinois Board of Admissions to the
Bar's website. Applicants must create an account, complete the application form, upload required
documents, and pay the application fee.

When is the deadline to apply for the lllinois Bar Exam?

The lllinois Bar Exam is administered twice a year, in February and July. Application deadlines typically
fall several months before the exam date, often in early December for the February exam and early
May for the July exam. It's important to check the official lllinois Board of Admissions to the Bar
website for exact deadlines each year.

What documents are required when applying for the lllinois
Bar Exam?

Applicants must submit a completed application form, a law school transcript, proof of passing the
MPRE (Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination), identification documents, and any
additional documents required for the Moral Character Determination process.

Can | transfer my MPRE score from another jurisdiction when



applying for the lllinois Bar Exam?

Yes, you can transfer your MPRE score to lllinois if you have taken the exam in another jurisdiction.
When applying, you must provide your MPRE registration number and ensure that the National
Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE) sends your official MPRE score report to Illinois.

Additional Resources

1. lllinois Bar Exam Application Guide: Step-by-Step Instructions for Success

This comprehensive guide walks applicants through each stage of the lllinois bar exam application
process. It covers eligibility requirements, document preparation, and submission deadlines in clear,
accessible language. Ideal for first-time applicants and those retaking the exam, this book ensures no
detail is overlooked.

2. Mastering the lllinois Bar Exam Application: Tips and Strategies

Focused on practical advice, this book offers insider tips to streamline the application process. From
avoiding common pitfalls to organizing supporting materials, it helps applicants present a strong and
complete application. The book also includes checklists and sample forms tailored for lllinois.

3. The lllinois Bar Exam Applicant’s Handbook

A thorough handbook designed specifically for Illinois bar exam candidates, this resource outlines all
necessary forms, fees, and procedural requirements. It also explains character and fitness evaluations
and offers guidance on responding to inquiries. This handbook is an essential companion for a smooth
application experience.

4. Character & Fitness for the Illinois Bar Exam: A Complete Guide

This book delves into the character and fitness evaluation part of the Illinois bar exam application. It
discusses the types of questions asked, how to prepare honest and thorough responses, and ways to
address past issues that may affect eligibility. Applicants will find advice on maintaining
professionalism throughout the process.

5. lllinois Bar Exam Deadlines and Requirements Calendar

Designed as a quick-reference tool, this book provides a detailed calendar of all important dates and
deadlines related to the lllinois bar exam application. It ensures candidates stay on track from the
initial application to exam day. The calendar is accompanied by explanations of each step’s
significance.

6. Filing Your Illinois Bar Exam Application: Common Mistakes to Avoid

This resource highlights frequent errors made during the bar exam application process in lllinois and
how to prevent them. It includes real-life examples and corrective strategies to help applicants submit
accurate and complete applications. Emphasizing attention to detail, it aims to reduce delays and
denials.

7. lllinois Bar Exam Application Forms Explained

A detailed guide that breaks down each form required for the Illinois bar exam application. It offers
line-by-line instructions and examples to help applicants fill out forms correctly. This book is
particularly useful for those unfamiliar with legal paperwork or nervous about the process.

8. Preparing for the lllinois Bar: Application and Beyond
Beyond just application instructions, this book provides a holistic approach to preparing for the Illinois



bar exam. It combines application guidance with study tips, mental preparation techniques, and what
to expect on exam day. The integrated approach supports candidates from start to finish.

9. Navigating the lllinois Bar Exam Character Review Process

This book focuses exclusively on the character review process, a critical component of the lllinois bar
exam application. It explains how the review is conducted, what information is considered, and how
applicants can proactively address potential concerns. The book also discusses appeals and hearings
if issues arise.
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illinois bar exam application: Let Me Play Karen Blumenthal, 2023-08 Examines Title IX, the
1972 legislation which mandated that schools receiving federal funds could not discriminate on the
basis of gender and focuses on its effects in schools, politics, sports and the culture as a whole.

illinois bar exam application: Women's Roles in Twentieth-Century America Martha May,
2009-05-14 The twentieth century was a time of great transformation in the roles of American
women. Women have always worked and raised families, but, theoretically, the world opened up to
them with new opportunities to participate fully in society, from voting, to controlling their
reproductive cycle, to running a Fortune 500 company. This content-rich overview of women's roles
in the modern age is a must-have for every library to fill the gap in resources about women's lives.
Students and general readers will trace the development of American women of different classes and
ethnicities in education, the home, the law, politics, religion, work, and the arts from the Progressive
Era to the new millennium. The twentieth century was a time of great transformation in the roles of
American women. Women have always worked and raised families, but, theoretically, the world
opened up to them with new opportunities to participate fully in society, from voting, to controlling
their reproductive cycle, to running a Fortune 500 company. This content-rich overview of women's
roles in the modern age is a must-have for every library to fill the gap in resources about women's
lives. Students and general readers will trace the development of American women of different
classes and ethnicities in education, the home, the law, politics, religion, work, and the arts from the
Progressive Era to the new millennium. Each narrative chapter covers a crucial topic in women's
lives and encapsulates the twentieth-century growth and changes. Women's participation in the
workforce with its challenges, opportunities, and gains is the focus of Chapter 1. The developing role
of women and the family, taking into consideration consumerism and feminism, is the subject of
Chapter 2. Chapter 3 explores women and pop culture and the arts-their roles as creators and
subjects. Chapter 4 covers education from the early century's access to higher education until
today's female hyperachiever. Chapter 5 discusses women and government, from winning the vote
through the battle for the Equal Rights Amendment, to Women's Lib, and public office holding.
Chapter 6 addresses women and the law, their rights, their use of the law, their practice of it, and
court cases affecting them. The final chapter overviews women and religious participation and roles
in various denominations. An historical introduction, timeline, photos, and selected bibliography
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round out the coverage.

illinois bar exam application: Suffrage Susan L. Poulson, 2019-09-03 Four generations of
women fought for the right to vote. This book shows how their grand reform effort overcame
resistance from traditionalists fearing social decay, religious leaders citing scriptural prohibitions,
and a stodgy political establishment reluctant to share power. What was it like to be among the
founders of the women's movement in the middle of the nineteenth century, with no script to follow
and self-doubt dogging their every move? This book not only reminds us of the laws that conspired
against women's equality in the post-Civil War United States, but it also illustrates—through the
eyes of the suffragists themselves—the cultural and religious norms that had held women in
second-class status for centuries. Early suffragists grappled with isolation and outright hostility as
they lectured around the nation, even as they tried to reassure the public that politicized women
would still serve the family. Others espoused outrage by organizing public protests. This book shows
how lasting political change comes about through a combination of working from within the system
and outside of it, and deftly illustrates the tensions within the movement. Although the vote was
finally won in 1920, it was not without tremendous sacrifice. The book lays bare the strategies that
led to the single-minded focus on the vote and the consequences of postponing action on so many
other issues that remained for later generations to address, including reproductive freedom, labor
rights, and equal pay.

illinois bar exam application: Women in American History Peg A. Lamphier, Rosanne Welch,
2017-01-23 This four-volume set documents the complexity and richness of women's contributions to
American history and culture, empowering all students by demonstrating a more populist approach
to the past. Based on the content of most textbooks, it would be easy to reach the erroneous
conclusion that women have not contributed much to America's history and development. Nothing
could be further from the truth. Offering comprehensive coverage of women of a diverse range of
cultures, classes, ethnicities, religions, and sexual identifications, this four-volume set identifies the
many ways in which women have helped to shape and strengthen the United States. This
encyclopedia is organized into four chronological volumes, with each volume further divided into
three sections. Each section features an overview essay and thematic essay as well as detailed
entries on topics ranging from Lady Gaga to Ladybird Johnson, Lucy Stone, and Lucille Ball, and
from the International Ladies of Rhythm to the International Ladies Garment Workers Union. The set
also includes a vast variety of primary documents, such as personal letters, public papers,
newspaper articles, recipes, and more. These primary documents enhance users' learning
opportunities and enable readers to better connect with the subject matter.

illinois bar exam application: Women as Transformational Leaders Michele A. Paludi,
Breena E. Coates, 2011-09-22 This compilation of scholarly reviews and personal reflections on
women and leadership styles focuses on multicultural and organizational issues—empowering
information that female leaders can use to break through the glass ceiling. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor are just two of the most visible examples among
the hundreds of thousands of women nationwide today in leadership positions. Female leaders at the
grassroots to global levels are everywhere, lending credence to the idea that the glass ceiling for
women may finally be thinning. This two-volume work provides an exhaustive examination of the
scholarly research on women leaders and the leadership philosophies that have enabled their
success. Volume one of Women as Transformational Leaders: From Grassroots to Global Interests
presents an overview of stereotypes, attributions, and stigma about women leaders that focuses on
social and psychological reasons for discrimination against women leaders. The second volume
addresses cultural and organizational issues, including global leadership to eliminate violence
against women and international insights on women and transformational leadership. The subject of
transformational leadership in viewed within several disciplines, including women's studies, religion,
the public sector, and private sector, documenting how far women have advanced—and how their
leadership style typically differs from that of men.

illinois bar exam application: Confirmation Hearings on Federal Appointments United States.



Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 1990

illinois bar exam application: Confirmation Hearings on Federal Appointments: without
special title United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 1990

illinois bar exam application: Free to Be Ruth Bader Ginsburg Teri Kanefield, 2016-08-09
An informative, simply written account of the impressive arc of Ginsburg's life. --Publisher's Weekly
Before taking her place as the second woman on the Supreme Court of the United States, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg quietly led a revolution and forever changed life in America for both men and
women. Reserved and quiet, she didn't set out to be a trailblazer, but there was something in her
way: the law. Hundreds of years of legal precedent, a line of devastating Supreme Court cases, and
countless statutes depriving women of equal citizenship and keeping them from full participation in
the legal and political process. Mixing social and legal history with a moving and intimate biography,
award-winning author Teri Kanefield captures a turbulent era and tells the story of how Ruth Bader
Ginsburg defied expectations to become one of the most influential and powerful women in America.
We hear many voices in this wonderfully engaging biography of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and come
away with a far richer understanding of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and of what the rise of feminism has
meant for all of us, whatever our gender, whatever our politics. —Kathleen Vanden Heuvel, Law
Library Director, Adjunct Professor of Law, University of California, Berkeley School of Law An
absorbing personal biography of Ruth Bader Ginsburg that is also equal parts legal history and
political philosophy. Like Ginsburg herself, Kanefield's narrative is precise, candid, logical, yet filled
with humor and irony. She shows the reader the warmth and humility behind a serious legal mind.
Free to Be Ruth Bader Ginsburg will appeal to a wide range of readers and is a valuable addition to
all types of libraries.—Suzy Szasz Palmer, Past President, Virginia Library Association An engrossing
biography of Ruth Bader Ginsburg that doubles as a primer on how America's champions for gender
equality pressed their cause in the courts. Recommended for every law student, lawyer, and lay
reader looking for an authoritative yet readable treatment of how the law shapes women's lives, and
vice-versa.—Kathleen Morris, Associate Professor of Law, Golden Gate Law School Free to Be is a
richly detailed biography offering fascinating insights into the groundbreaking career of Ruth Bader
Ginsberg and at the same time charting for readers a thorough and engaging history of the law of
sex discrimination and equal protection jurisprudence that she helped to shape. Kanefield's book is a
must read, not only for fans of RBG but for anyone interested in a more complete understanding of
the evolution of women's rights and legal status in the U.S.—Sharmilla Lodhia, Associate Professor,
Women's and Gender Studies, Santa Clara University. Kanefield expertly weaves together the
history of women in law and the story of Ruth Bader Ginsburg's pragmatic and strategic approach to
gradually influence changes in legal rulings related to equality in the U.S. She paints a picture of
Ginsburg's drive, attention to detail, and collegiality - all things that contributed to her rise to the
Supreme Court. Free to Be is a must read for those who love history, want to know more about the
women's rights movement, or have an interest in modern politics and culture. I highly recommend
it!—Kristi Jensen, Librarian, University of Minnesota From the Book Bloggers: . . .thought-provoking.
.. I would recommend this book to anyone who wants to know more about the history of gender
discrimination.--Miss Penny's Dreadful Blog (four stars) Overall this was a great biography and I
would recommend it to anyone who wants to know more about one of our current Supreme Court
Justices.--Yellow Brick Living (five stars) . . . one of the best written books I've read this
year.--Musings of a Books Addict (five stars)

illinois bar exam application: Feminist Judgments Kathryn M. Stanchi, Linda L. Berger,
Bridget J. Crawford, 2016-08-02 Fifty feminist law professors come together to rewrite twenty-five
major Supreme Court opinions on gender justice and equality.

illinois bar exam application: Bar Examination Fact Book , 1991

illinois bar exam application: Clear and Convincing Evidence George Gerstman,
2013-04-02 Intellectual-property cases involve high monetary stakes. A companys existence may
depend on its innovations and the lawsuits. Clear and Convincing Evidence provides insight into
every phase of intellectual property law and the battles that occur at the Patent Office and in the



courtroom. Anyone thinking that intellectual-property is unexciting will change their view after
reading about George Gerstmans career in this book. Some attorneys would be glad to have one
memorable case during their professional life. Gerstman has one memorable case after another
which he chronicles in this biography. The diversity of cases is amazing. The book includes examples
such as Gerstman's first case which went from the boxing ring to the courtroom to a case involving
the arresting of a technician to get crucial evidence for the case, to being held hostage in Harlem
trying to enforce a federal court order, to testifying as a patent expert witness on behalf of some of
the largest corporations in the world in patent cases. Find out how the protection of computer
software got its start and how videogames became protected by the courts. The book provides an
intriguing look into intellectual property law as it has never been seen before.

illinois bar exam application: Official Gazette of the United States Patent and Trademark
Office , 2004

illinois bar exam application: Patent and Trademark Office Notices United States. Patent and
Trademark Office, 2004

illinois bar exam application: ABA Journal , 1979-07 The ABA Journal serves the legal
profession. Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate
members of the American Bar Association.

illinois bar exam application: The Best 172 Law Schools Eric Owens, Princeton Review
(Firm), 2010 Profiles 172 top law schools and offers information on the LSAT scores and GPA of
admitted students, job placement rates for graduates, and student/faculty ratio.

illinois bar exam application: Lincoln in Private Ronald C. White, 2022-05-24 “An intimate
character portrait and fascinating inquiry into the basis of Lincoln’s energetic, curious mind.”—The
Wall Street Journal WINNER OF THE BARONDESS/LINCOLN AWARD ¢ From the New York Times
bestselling author of A. Lincoln and American Ulysses, a revelatory glimpse into the intellectual
journey of our sixteenth president through his private notes to himself, explored together here for
the first time A deeply private man, shut off even to those who worked closely with him, Abraham
Lincoln often captured “his best thoughts,” as he called them, in short notes to himself. He would
work out his personal stances on the biggest issues of the day, never expecting anyone to see these
frank, unpolished pieces of writing, which he’d then keep close at hand, in desk drawers and even in
his top hat. The profound importance of these notes has been overlooked, because the originals are
scattered across several different archives and have never before been brought together and
examined as a coherent whole. Now, renowned Lincoln historian Ronald C. White walks readers
through twelve of Lincoln’s most important private notes, showcasing our greatest president’s
brilliance and empathy, but also his very human anxieties and ambitions. We look over Lincoln’s
shoulder as he grapples with the problem of slavery, attempting to find convincing rebuttals to those
who supported the evil institution (“As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master. This
expresses my idea of democracy.”); prepares for his historic debates with Stephen Douglas;
expresses his private feelings after a defeated bid for a Senate seat (“With me, the race of ambition
has been a failure—a flat failure”); voices his concerns about the new Republican Party’s long-term
prospects; develops an argument for national unity amidst a secession crisis that would ultimately
rend the nation in two; and, for a president many have viewed as not religious, develops a
sophisticated theological reflection in the midst of the Civil War (“it is quite possible that God’s
purpose is something different from the purpose of either party”). Additionally, in a historic first, all
111 Lincoln notes are transcribed in the appendix, a gift to scholars and Lincoln buffs alike. These
are notes Lincoln never expected anyone to read, put into context by a writer who has spent his
career studying Lincoln’s life and words. The result is a rare glimpse into the mind and soul of one of
our nation’s most important figures.

illinois bar exam application: The Best 167 Law Schools Eric Owens, Princeton Review
(Firm), 2011 Offers information about admission, academics, and social life at top U.S. and Canadian
law schools.

illinois bar exam application: The Best 173 Law Schools Eric Owens, Princeton Review,




John E. Owens, Jennifer Adams, Andrea Kornstein, 2015 The Princeton Review s The Best 169 Law
Schools provides student-survey-driven profiles of the nation s top law schools as well as detailed
statistics about other accredited law schools. Each profile includes information on academics,
campus life, and admissions, and the book also provides answers to all the practical questions one
should ask when applying to law school.
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and more. The plan spans all 102 counties and
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Fun Facts - Chicago's Mercy Hospital was the first hospital opened in Illinois. Chicago’s O’Hare
International Airport is the busiest airport in the world. A plane takes off or lands there every 23
seconds.
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