
illinois continuing education requirements
for nurses

illinois continuing education requirements for nurses are essential for maintaining licensure
and ensuring high standards of nursing practice throughout the state. Registered nurses (RNs) and
licensed practical nurses (LPNs) in Illinois are required to fulfill specific continuing education (CE)
criteria to keep their knowledge and skills current. These requirements are designed to promote
professional development, patient safety, and quality care delivery. Understanding the rules,
approved providers, acceptable CE activities, and the renewal process is crucial for every nurse
practicing in Illinois. This comprehensive guide outlines the key aspects of Illinois continuing
education requirements for nurses, including the number of hours required, accepted courses, and
how to document and report completed CE credits. Following these guidelines ensures compliance
with the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) and helps nurses
advance their careers.
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Overview of Illinois Continuing Education
Requirements for Nurses
In Illinois, continuing education is mandated for both registered nurses and licensed practical nurses
as part of the licensure renewal process. The Illinois Nursing Practice Act and accompanying
administrative rules govern these requirements, which aim to ensure that nurses remain competent
and informed about the latest practices in healthcare. The state’s regulatory body, the Illinois
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR), oversees the enforcement of continuing
education standards. Compliance with these requirements is necessary to maintain an active nursing
license and to legally practice nursing within Illinois. The continuing education must be completed
during each two-year licensure cycle and must meet specific criteria regarding content and provider
approval.

Purpose of Continuing Education
The primary purpose of continuing education for nurses in Illinois is to enhance professional skills,
promote safe patient care, and encourage lifelong learning. By participating in approved educational
activities, nurses stay current with advancements in medical technology, evidence-based practices,



and regulatory updates. Continuing education also supports nurses in meeting certification
requirements and career advancement goals.

Continuing Education Hours and Renewal Cycle
Illinois requires nurses to complete a designated number of continuing education hours within a two-
year renewal period. The number of required hours differs slightly between registered nurses and
licensed practical nurses, reflecting their scope of practice and professional responsibilities.

Required Continuing Education Hours
For both RNs and LPNs, the minimum continuing education requirement is 20 contact hours every two
years. These 20 hours must be earned through approved programs or courses that are relevant to
nursing practice. Contact hours are defined as the actual time spent participating in educational
activities, excluding breaks or non-instructional time.

Renewal Cycle and Deadlines
Illinois nursing licenses must be renewed every two years, with renewal dates determined by the
nurse’s birth month. Nurses must complete the 20-hour continuing education requirement before
submitting their renewal application. Failure to meet the continuing education criteria by the renewal
deadline can result in license expiration or disciplinary action.

Approved Continuing Education Providers and Courses
Not all continuing education programs qualify for credit under Illinois regulations. Nurses must select
courses and providers that meet the state’s approval standards to ensure their CE hours count toward
licensure renewal.

Approved Providers
Illinois recognizes CE courses offered by a variety of approved providers including:

Accredited colleges and universities

State and national nursing associations

Hospitals and healthcare organizations accredited by recognized bodies

Professional nursing organizations with approved CE programs

Manufacturers and vendors offering FDA-approved educational programs

Types of Acceptable Continuing Education Courses
Acceptable courses must relate to nursing, healthcare, or professional development. Examples
include:



Clinical nursing practice and procedures

Pharmacology and medication administration updates

Patient safety and quality improvement

Ethics, legal issues, and professional responsibilities

Specialty nursing certifications and clinical skills enhancement

Courses focused solely on administrative, business, or non-nursing topics may not qualify unless they
are directly tied to nursing practice.

Documentation and Reporting of Continuing Education
Proper documentation of completed continuing education is essential for verifying compliance during
license renewal. Nurses must maintain records of their CE activities for a specified period.

Required Documentation
Nurses should retain the following documents for each continuing education activity:

Certificate of completion or official transcript

Date and duration of the course

Name of the provider or organization offering the course

Description of the course content

Reporting Continuing Education
Illinois does not require nurses to submit CE documentation with the license renewal application
unless specifically requested. However, nurses must keep their records for at least four years in case
of an audit or inquiry by the IDFPR. Failure to provide documentation when requested can result in
penalties or license suspension.

Exemptions and Special Considerations
Certain nurses may qualify for exemptions or modified continuing education requirements under
specific circumstances outlined by Illinois law.

Exemptions
Possible exemptions include:



Newly licensed nurses who renew their license for the first time may be exempt from CE
requirements if their initial license period is less than one year.

Nurses on active military duty may receive extensions or exemptions for CE during deployment.

Nurses applying for inactive status or retirement may not be required to complete continuing
education.

Special Circumstances
Nurses returning to practice after an extended absence may need to complete additional CE hours or
refresher courses as determined by the IDFPR. It is advisable to consult the department for guidance
on individual cases.

Consequences of Non-Compliance and Renewal Process
Failure to meet Illinois continuing education requirements for nurses can have serious consequences
affecting licensure and the ability to practice.

Penalties for Non-Compliance
Nurses who do not complete the required CE hours before the renewal deadline may face:

Delay or denial of license renewal

Fines or administrative penalties

License suspension or revocation in severe cases

Mandatory completion of additional CE hours to reinstate the license

Renewal Process
The license renewal process requires nurses to submit an application along with the applicable fee to
the IDFPR. Nurses must affirm that they have completed the continuing education requirements.
While CE documentation is not routinely submitted, nurses must be prepared to provide evidence if
selected for audit. Timely renewal and CE compliance are critical to avoid lapses in licensure and
interruptions in professional practice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the continuing education requirements for nurses in



Illinois?
In Illinois, registered nurses (RNs) and licensed practical nurses (LPNs) must complete 20 contact
hours of continuing education every two years as part of their license renewal process.

Are there specific topics required for continuing education for
Illinois nurses?
Yes, Illinois requires nurses to complete at least 1 contact hour in pain and symptom management as
part of their continuing education every two years.

Can Illinois nurses complete continuing education online?
Yes, Illinois allows nurses to complete continuing education through approved online courses as long
as the courses are from an approved provider recognized by the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation (IDFPR).

When are continuing education requirements due for Illinois
nurse license renewal?
Continuing education requirements must be completed before the nurse's license renewal deadline,
which occurs every two years on the nurse's birthday.

Are there any exemptions to continuing education
requirements for Illinois nurses?
Yes, nurses who are licensed for the first time within 12 months before their renewal date may be
exempt from completing continuing education requirements for that renewal period.

How can Illinois nurses verify their continuing education
credits?
Nurses should keep certificates of completion for all continuing education courses and may be
required to submit proof during license renewal or if audited by the Illinois Department of Financial
and Professional Regulation.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Nursing Continuing Education Handbook
This comprehensive guide covers all the state-specific requirements for nurses in Illinois to maintain
their licensure. It includes detailed explanations of mandatory continuing education hours, approved
course providers, and renewal procedures. Nurses will find practical tips on selecting relevant courses
to fulfill both professional development and regulatory standards.

2. Continuing Education for Illinois Nurses: A Practical Approach
Designed for Illinois-based nurses, this book offers practical strategies for efficiently completing



continuing education credits. It highlights online and in-person learning options that meet state
criteria and provides sample study plans. The text emphasizes balancing work, life, and education
while staying compliant with Illinois Board of Nursing regulations.

3. Illinois Nursing License Renewal and CE Compliance Guide
This guidebook focuses on the renewal process for Illinois nursing licenses, emphasizing continuing
education compliance. It breaks down the legal requirements, timelines, and documentation
necessary for successful license renewal. The book also addresses common pitfalls and how to avoid
them during the CE reporting process.

4. Essential Continuing Education Topics for Illinois Nurses
Focusing on the content of continuing education courses, this book identifies key subject areas
mandated or recommended by Illinois nursing authorities. It covers topics such as patient safety,
ethics, infection control, and cultural competence. Nurses will benefit from suggested resources and
course examples tailored to Illinois practice standards.

5. Online Continuing Education Resources for Illinois Nurses
This resource guide lists and reviews accredited online continuing education programs suitable for
Illinois nurses. It evaluates platforms based on cost, flexibility, course variety, and state approval
status. The book also offers advice on verifying course validity and documenting credits for Illinois
Board submissions.

6. Staying Current: Illinois Nurse CE Requirements and Best Practices
Aimed at helping nurses stay up-to-date with evolving CE requirements, this book discusses recent
regulatory changes and future trends in Illinois nursing education. It offers best practices for
maintaining a continuous learning plan aligned with state mandates. The text also encourages
professional growth beyond minimum requirements.

7. Legal and Ethical Considerations in Illinois Nursing CE
This book explores the legal framework governing continuing education in Illinois nursing practice. It
highlights ethical responsibilities related to accurate CE reporting and professional accountability.
Case studies illustrate potential legal issues and provide guidance on maintaining compliance through
education.

8. CE Renewal Made Easy for Illinois Registered Nurses
Targeted at registered nurses in Illinois, this book simplifies the continuing education renewal
process. It offers step-by-step instructions for completing required CE credits, submitting
documentation, and avoiding renewal delays. The book also includes checklists and templates to
streamline the renewal experience.

9. Professional Development and CE Planning for Illinois Nurses
This title focuses on long-term career planning through continuing education tailored to Illinois nurses.
It encourages goal-setting and selecting CE courses that enhance both licensure requirements and
professional expertise. The book provides tools for tracking progress and integrating CE activities into
daily nursing practice.
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