illinois pharmacy technician
requirements

illinois pharmacy technician requirements are essential for individuals
seeking to pursue a career as a pharmacy technician in the state.
Understanding these requirements ensures that candidates meet the
professional standards necessary to assist pharmacists in dispensing
medications and managing pharmacy operations safely and effectively. This
article provides a comprehensive overview of the key criteria, including
education, training, certification, and licensing processes specific to
Illinois. Additionally, it covers continuing education mandates and legal
regulations that govern pharmacy technicians in the state. Whether you are
just starting or looking to advance your career, knowing the Illinois
pharmacy technician requirements is crucial for compliance and professional
success. The following sections will guide you through the entire pathway,
from eligibility to maintaining your credentials.

Educational and Training Requirements

Certification and Licensing Process
e Scope of Practice and Legal Regulations

e Continuing Education and Renewal

Employment Opportunities and Career Outlook

Educational and Training Requirements

Meeting the educational and training standards is the foundational step in
fulfilling the Illinois pharmacy technician requirements. The state
emphasizes adequate preparation to ensure pharmacy technicians possess the
necessary knowledge and skills to support pharmacists effectively.
Prospective pharmacy technicians must complete specific training programs
that comply with state guidelines or acquire equivalent experience.

Minimum Education Level

I1llinois requires candidates to have a minimum education level of a high
school diploma or an equivalent credential such as a GED. This basic
educational foundation is essential before enrolling in any formal pharmacy
technician training program or applying for certification.

Approved Pharmacy Technician Training Programs

Applicants must complete a pharmacy technician training program accredited by
the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) or a program
recognized by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation (IDFPR). These programs typically cover topics such as



pharmaceutical calculations, medication safety, pharmacy law, and drug
classifications.

e Duration of training programs ranges from 6 months to 1 year.
e Programs include both classroom instruction and practical experience.

e Completion certificates are required to apply for licensure.

On-the-Job Training

In some cases, Illinois allows pharmacy technicians to gain experience
through supervised on-the-job training. This pathway requires documentation
of hours worked under the supervision of a licensed pharmacist. However,
formal training programs are strongly recommended to meet the comprehensive
knowledge requirements.

Certification and Licensing Process

Certification and licensing are critical components of the Illinois pharmacy
technician requirements, ensuring that individuals are qualified and
authorized to practice. The state mandates registration with the IDFPR and
recognizes national certification examinations as part of the licensure
process.

Registration with IDFPR

All pharmacy technicians must register with the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation. Registration involves submitting an
application, providing proof of education or training, and paying the
required fees. Registration must be renewed periodically to maintain active
status.

National Certification Exams

Illinois recognizes certification from national organizations such as the
Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB) and the National Healthcareer
Association (NHA). Passing one of these exams demonstrates competency in
pharmacy practice and is often required for licensure.

1. Apply for the certification exam through PTCB or NHA.
2. Prepare using study materials tailored to the exam content.
3. Pass the exam to obtain national certification.

4. Submit certification proof to IDFPR during registration.



License Renewal and Fees

Pharmacy technician licenses in Illinois must be renewed every two years.
Renewal requires submission of continuing education credits and payment of
renewal fees. Failure to renew on time can result in suspension or revocation
of the license.

Scope of Practice and Legal Regulations

Understanding the scope of practice and the legal framework governing
pharmacy technicians in Illinois is essential to comply with state laws and
provide safe pharmaceutical services. Illinois pharmacy technician
requirements include adherence to specific roles and responsibilities as
defined by state statutes.

Permissible Duties

Pharmacy technicians in Illinois are authorized to perform tasks under the
supervision of a licensed pharmacist. These tasks include preparing and
labeling medications, maintaining patient records, managing inventory, and
assisting with insurance billing processes.

e Technicians cannot perform clinical evaluations or patient counseling.

e All duties must comply with Illinois pharmacy laws and federal
regulations.

e Supervision by a pharmacist is mandatory during all technical
activities.

Prohibited Activities

Illinois law prohibits pharmacy technicians from engaging in activities
reserved for licensed pharmacists. These include interpreting prescriptions,
providing medical advice, and making clinical decisions regarding patient
medication therapy.

Compliance with State and Federal Law

Illinois pharmacy technicians must comply with the Illinois Pharmacy Practice
Act and all relevant federal laws, including the Controlled Substances Act.
Maintaining confidentiality of patient information and adhering to safety
protocols are also legal requirements.

Continuing Education and Renewal

Ongoing education is a vital part of the Illinois pharmacy technician
requirements to ensure professionals stay current with advances in



pharmaceutical practice and regulatory changes. Continuing education supports
the development of skills and knowledge necessary for safe and effective
pharmacy operations.

Continuing Education Hours

Pharmacy technicians in Illinois are required to complete a minimum of 20
hours of continuing education every two years as part of the license renewal
process. These hours must be obtained from approved providers and cover
relevant pharmacy technician topics.

Approved Continuing Education Providers

Continuing education must be obtained through programs approved by the IDFPR
or national pharmacy organizations. Topics may include medication safety,
pharmacy law updates, new pharmaceutical technologies, and ethical practices.

Recordkeeping and Verification

Technicians are responsible for maintaining documentation of completed
continuing education activities. These records must be submitted upon license
renewal and kept for at least four years in case of an audit by regulatory
authorities.

Employment Opportunities and Career Outlook

Illinois pharmacy technician requirements prepare individuals for a variety
of employment opportunities across healthcare settings. The demand for
qualified pharmacy technicians continues to grow, driven by an expanding
healthcare sector and increased medication use.

Work Environments

Pharmacy technicians in Illinois can find employment in diverse environments,
including retail pharmacies, hospitals, outpatient clinics, long-term care
facilities, and pharmaceutical manufacturers. Each setting offers unique
challenges and opportunities for professional growth.

Salary and Job Growth

The median salary for pharmacy technicians in Illinois is competitive, with
variations depending on location, experience, and work setting. The Bureau of
Labor Statistics projects steady job growth for pharmacy technicians
nationwide, reflecting a positive career outlook.

e Entry-level positions are accessible after meeting state requirements.

e Experienced technicians may advance to supervisory or specialized roles.



e Continuing education enhances career advancement prospects.

Professional Development

Illinois encourages pharmacy technicians to pursue additional certifications
and specialized training to increase their expertise and marketability.
Opportunities include certification in sterile compounding, medication
therapy management, and pharmacy informatics.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the initial requirements to become a
pharmacy technician in Illinois?

To become a pharmacy technician in Illinois, candidates must be at least 18
years old, have a high school diploma or GED, and complete a Board-approved
pharmacy technician training program or have equivalent work experience.

Is certification required to work as a pharmacy
technician in Illinois?

Yes, Illinois requires pharmacy technicians to be certified by passing the
Pharmacy Technician Certification Exam (PTCE) or the Exam for the
Certification of Pharmacy Technicians (ExCPT).

Does Illinois require pharmacy technicians to
register with the state?

Yes, pharmacy technicians must register with the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) before practicing.

What is the process to register as a pharmacy
technician in Illinois?

Applicants must submit a completed application to the IDFPR, provide proof of
certification, pay the required fee, and undergo a criminal background check.

Are continuing education requirements mandatory for
Illinois pharmacy technicians?

Yes, Illinois pharmacy technicians must complete 20 hours of continuing
education every two years to maintain their registration and certification.

Can pharmacy technicians in Illinois work without
certification temporarily?

No, Illinois law requires pharmacy technicians to be certified and registered
before engaging in pharmacy technician duties.



What training programs are approved for pharmacy
technicians in Illinois?

Illinois approves pharmacy technician training programs accredited by the
American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) or other Board-approved
programs.

Are there any restrictions on pharmacy technician
duties in Illinois?

Yes, pharmacy technicians in Illinois must work under the supervision of a
licensed pharmacist and are restricted from performing tasks such as final
drug verification and patient counseling.

Additional Resources

1. Il1linois Pharmacy Technician Certification Guide

This comprehensive guide covers all the essential requirements to become a
certified pharmacy technician in Illinois. It includes detailed explanations
of state laws, exam preparation tips, and continuing education resources.
Ideal for both new applicants and current technicians seeking to stay
compliant.

2. Pharmacy Technician Licensing and Regulations in Il1linois

This book provides an in-depth look at the specific licensing requirements
and regulatory framework governing pharmacy technicians in Illinois. It
explains the application process, background check procedures, and scope of
practice limitations. The author also discusses recent legislative changes
affecting pharmacy technicians.

3. Illinois Pharmacy Technician Exam Prep

Focused on helping candidates pass the Illinois pharmacy technician
certification exam, this book offers practice questions, study strategies,
and detailed answer explanations. It aligns with the state’s exam content
outline and emphasizes critical knowledge areas such as pharmacology and
pharmacy law.

4. Pharmacy Technician Training for Illinois: A Step-by-Step Approach
Designed as a training manual, this book walks readers through the education
and practical experience requirements for Illinois pharmacy technicians. It
covers coursework recommendations, internship guidelines, and tips for
successful job placement. The text is supplemented with sample forms and
checklists.

5. Understanding Illinois Pharmacy Technician Scope of Practice

This resource clarifies the roles and responsibilities of pharmacy
technicians within Illinois, highlighting what tasks are legally permitted.
It discusses supervision requirements, ethical considerations, and the impact
of state regulations on daily pharmacy operations. A must-read for
technicians aiming to work confidently within the law.

6. Continuing Education for Illinois Pharmacy Technicians

This book outlines the continuing education mandates for pharmacy technicians
in Illinois, including required hours, approved course topics, and renewal
cycles. It also offers guidance on selecting accredited programs and
maintaining professional credentials. Updated annually to reflect changes in



state policy.

7. Pharmacy Technician Career Guide: Illinois Edition

Providing a broad overview of the pharmacy technician profession in Illinois,
this guide covers education paths, certification options, and career
advancement opportunities. It includes interviews with practicing technicians
and advice on navigating the job market. Readers gain insights into workplace
expectations and salary trends.

8. Illinois Pharmacy Law for Technicians

This detailed examination of Illinois pharmacy law is tailored specifically
for pharmacy technicians. It breaks down complex legal language into
understandable sections and focuses on compliance issues relevant to the
technician role. The book includes real-world case studies and regulatory
updates.

9. Preparing for the Illinois Pharmacy Technician Application Process

This practical handbook assists prospective pharmacy technicians in
completing the application process smoothly. It covers document preparation,
background checks, fingerprinting, and interview tips. The author provides
checklists to ensure applicants meet all state requirements without delay.
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illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Legal Handbook for Pharmacy Technicians
Diane L. Darvey, 2008-03-07 The pharmacy profession is extensively regulated at both the Federal
and State level. Legal requirements and regulations underpin all of the functional areas in which
pharmacy technicians perform their duties. In a simple, straightforward style, the Legal Handbook
for Pharmacy Technicians teaches pharmacy technicians the essentials on how pharmacy is
regulated. Issues such as the role of laws and regulations; regulation of prescription and
non-prescription drugs; FDA drug labeling, package inserts, and warnings; state registration and
licensing of technicians; and confidentiality and privacy issues are covered in a concise,
understandable way. Inside you’ll find detailed information on: Legal and regulatory systems for
pharmacy in the U.S. Federal and state laws and regulations for drugs Controlled substance laws
and regulations Confidentiality and privacy of patient records and information This guide also
includes chapter learning objectives, key points, and chapter review questions and answers to
prepare pharmacy technicians for the PTCB exam as well as their daily professional activities.

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Manual for Pharmacy Technicians Bonnie S.
Bachenheimer, 2010-09-10 The trusted training resource for pharmacy technicians at all levels. The
role of pharmacy technicians is rapidly expanding, and demand for well-trained technicians has
never been higher! Technicians are assuming more responsibilities and are taking on greater
leadership roles. Quality training material is increasingly important for new technicians entering the
field, and current technicians looking to advance. Look no further than the new 4th edition of the
best-selling Manual for Pharmacy Technicians to master the practical skills and gain the
foundational knowledge all technicians need to be successful. NEW chapters cover the latest
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essentials: Specialty Pharmacy Practice Communication and Teamwork Billing and Reimbursement
Durable and Nondurable Medical Equipment, Devices, and Supplies NEW features include: Full
color design, photos and illustrations enhance learning Rx for Success boxes share tips to help techs
excel on the job Technology Topics highlight the latest in automation & technical areas Safety First
features provide critical advice for enhancing safety & reducing errors Bolded key terms defined in
chapter-level glossaries Streamlined contents divide book into 4 simple parts: introduction to
pharmacy practice, foundation knowledge and skills, practice basics, and business applications
Expanded self-assessment questions and calculations content Alone or with the new edition of the
Pharmacy Technician Certification Review and Practice Exam, the Manual for Pharmacy
Technicians, 4th Edition offers pharmacy technicians the most relevant, authoritative, easy-to-use
guide in the field. Want more exercises and practice? Look for the NEW Workbook for the Manual
for Pharmacy Technicians.

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Pharmacy Technician Certification Review
and Practice Exam Barbara Lacher, 2010-11-16 Whether you are studying for one of the national
pharmacy technician certification exams for the first time or need practice for recertification, the
new Pharmacy Technician Certification Review and Practice Exam and accompanying TechPrep™
CD have everything you need to pass with flying colors. Features: - New content that aligns with the
latest certification competencies. - Brand new and updated self-assessment questions. - Extensive
calculations review material. - An entire chapter on test-taking tips and strategies for success. -
Printed practice exam for instant self-assessment and testing. The Pharmacy Technician
Certification Review and Practice Exam, third edition comes packaged with the new TechPrep™ CD!
TechPrep™ contains more than 1,000 review questions to help readers prepare for national
technician certification exams. A robust Practice Session feature allows users to create custom
quizzes by setting topic area, time, and number of questions. The Simulated Exam function lets
readers practice their test skills by providing a 90 question, 120 minute test, with questions
weighted to mimic national certification exams. Students using TechPrep™ receive instant,
automated scoring, and can quickly identify areas they’ve mastered, or practice subjects where they
need improvement. Alone or with the new edition of the Manual for Pharmacy Technicians, 4th
Edition and all-new Workbook for the Manual for Pharmacy Technicians, the Pharmacy Technician
Review Guide and Practice Exam offers the most comprehensive review to help you achieve
certification!

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Mosby's Pharmacy Technician E-Book Elsevier
Inc, Karen Davis, Anthony Guerra, 2021-06-03 Get everything you need to prepare for a successful
career as a pharmacy technician in one easy-to-read textbook! Useful from day one through
graduation, Mosby's Pharmacy Technician: Principles and Practice, 6th Edition includes
comprehensive information on pharmacy practice, anatomy and physiology, math calculation, and
pharmacology. Built from the ground up to map directly to American Society for Health-System
Pharmacists (ASHP) accreditation competencies and to the accepted certification exams, this
approachable text covers everything from processing and handling of medications and medication
orders to patient safety, quality assurance, and regulation and compliance. It also features a rich art
program with equipment close-ups, clinical procedures and processes, and body system illustrations
that bring the content to life and visually reinforce your understanding of key concepts. With its
clear writing, expert insight, and engaging study tools, this text will help you develop a solid
foundation in the pharmacy content you need to pass the board examination and launch a successful
and rewarding career. - Comprehensive coverage of pharmacy practice, A&P, and pharmacology
supports classroom success and board exam preparation. - Step-by-step, illustrated procedures
provide rationales for key skills and competencies. - Study practice includes review questions at the
end of each chapter, an exam-review appendix with sample questions, and online review questions. -
Scenario boxes help you develop real-world problem-solving skills. - Mini drug monographs provide
drug information summaries and photos for commonly prescribed medications. - Tech Notes and
Tech Alerts offer practical tips for on-the-job accuracy and efficiency. - NEW! Additional content



ensures thorough coverage of all entry-level and many advanced ASHP accreditation competencies,
including: - Wellness, disease prevention, and immunizations - Medication compliance and
point-of-care testing - Professional and regulatory standards - Medication requiring special handling
and documentation - Nonsterile and sterile compounding - Advanced Pharmacy Technician duties

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Occupational Information , 1998

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: The 21st Century Pharmacy Technician with
Access Code Brinda Shah, 2012

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Pharmacy Workforce Support Personnel Shane
P. Desselle , Kenneth C. Hohmeier, 2020-12-10 This book provides research and commentary on
pharmacy technicians. It demonstrates how the re-design of pharmacy workflow to incorporate more
responsibilities for technicians will free up pharmacist time to provide direct patient care. It also
highlights that doing so can be accomplished without compromising—and often even improving
upon—patient safety. The book also sheds light on employer needs and on new paradigms in
pharmacy technician certification, education, and training. However, it also demonstrates the need
for improvements in this area, as well as improvements in pharmacy technician quality of work life,
advancement opportunities, and wages. Taken together, the papers in this book demonstrate how
the results of recent studies help pave the road for the continued evolution of pharmacy care and the
optimal deployment of pharmacy workforce personnel.

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Handbook of Illinois Postsecondary Institutions ,
1988

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Postsecondary Sourcebook for Community
Colleges, Technical, Trade, and Business Schools Midwest/West Edition , 2010-12

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Pharmacy Practice and The Law Richard Abood,
2011 The Sixth Edition of this best-selling text includes updates to account for new legal, regulatory
and policy developments. Pharmacy Practice and the Law, Sixth Edition provides background,
history and discussion of the law so as to enable the student to not only learn the facts, but to help
them understand, apply and critically evaluate the information. The issues covered in this text are
discussed in non-legal, easy to understand language. Challenging open-ended discussion questions
and edited cases are included in every chapter to facilitate discussion and critical thinking. Citations
to all laws, court cases, regulations and other documents are provided. An online instructor’s manual
is available. Pharmacy Practice and the Law, Sixth Edition, is a useful resource both for teaching the
facts of pharmacy law and for stimulating critical thinking issues in pharmacy law.

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: PROP - Foundation of Pharmaceutical Care
Custom E-Book Anthem, 2014-04-25 PROP - Foundation of Pharmaceutical Care Custom E-Book

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: National JobBank 2010 Adams Media,
2010-09-15 Alphabetically arranged by state, this indispensable annual director to over 21,000
employers offers a variety of pertienent contact, business, and occupational data. - American Library
Association, Business Reference and Services Section (BRASS) Completely updated to include the
latest industries and employers, this guide includes complete profiles of more than 20,000 employers
nationwide featuring: Full company name, address, phone numbers, and website/e-mail addresses
Contacts for professional hiring A description of the companys products or services Profiles may also
include: Listings of professional positions advertised Other locations Number of employees
Internships offered

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Mosby's Review for the Pharmacy
Technician Certification Examination James J. Mizner, BS, MBA, RPh, 2013-09-23 Covering
everything you need to study for and pass the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB) and
ExCPT exams, Mosby's Review for the Pharmacy Technician Certification Examination, 3rd Edition
makes exam preparation easy. Review the content you'll see on the exam with handy outlines,
test-taking tips and strategies, and electronic flash cards. Written by noted pharmacy technician
educator James J. Mizner, this complete review tests your knowledge and simulates the actual PTCB
exam with 17 different, 100-question practice exams in the book and online. This edition is modeled




after the updated Pharmacy Technician Certification Exam Blueprint. A total of 1,700 review
questions are included in 17 practice exams in the book and online. 100-question format of each
practice exam simulates the PTCB and ExCPT exams, with multiple-choice questions and the same
balance of content, for a realistic test taking experience. 700 electronic flash cards help you learn
and remember facts by covering the top 200 most prescribed pharmaceuticals, top 50 herbals,
abbreviations, and sound-alike drugs. Review content reflects the new percentages covered on the
PTCB exam. A convenient outline format helps you to quickly review important information you'll see
on the exam. Tips and suggestions prepare you for test-taking success by providing an insider's
perspective on what to expect and how to prepare for your exam when you have limited time. Seven
practice exams in the book feature the same format and content emphasis as the national exam. Ten
practice exams on the Evolve companion website in both timed and untimed modes help you identify
any areas of weakness, and include instant feedback and remediation. UPDATED content includes
current drug information and pharmacy practice procedures based on the new Pharmacy Technician
Certification Exam Blueprint. NEW! Chapter objectives provide a clear breakdown of content and
goals for review.

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Compounding Sterile Preparations E. Clyde
Buchanan, Phillip J. Schneider, 2009-02-01 Empower your staff to improve safety, quality and
compliance with the help of new guidelines and standards. We’'ve updated every chapter of this
popular review of the fundamentals of preparing sterile products in hospital, home-care, and
community pharmacy settings to reflect the most recent revisions to USP . Included are the latest
guidelines for the compounding process, quality assurance methods, and comprehensive coverage of
all aspects of the dispensing process. Comprehensive documentation for the guidelines is included in
the appendices.Chapters new to this edition focus on: Gap analysis and action plans Safe use of
automatic compounding devices Cleaning and disinfecting Radiopharmaceuticals as CSPs Allergen
extracts as CSPs.

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Home Drug Infusion Therapy Under Medicare
Office of Technology Assessment, 1992 Publication No. OTA-H-510. Report examining medicare
policies regarding reimbursement for home drug infusion therapy, a medical therapy involving
prolonged injection of drugs or biological products. (For abstract of complete report, see J952-24.).

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Collaborative Drug Therapy Management
Handbook Sarah A. Tracy, Cynthia A. Clegg, 2007 Designed as a starting point for establishing
collaborative practice, Collaborative Drug Therapy Management is intended for any pharmacist or
administrator seeking to initiate, improve or expand CDTM services in their organization.

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: McCarthy's Introduction to Health Care
Delivery: A Primer for Pharmacists Kenneth W. Schafermeyer, Robert L. McCarthy, 2016-09
Introduction to Health Care Delivery: A Primer for Pharmacists, Sixth Edition provides students with
a current and comprehensive overview of the U.S. health care delivery system from the perspective
of the pharmacy profession. Each thoroughly updated chapter of this best-selling text includes
real-world case studies, learning objectives, chapter review questions, questions for further
discussion, and updated key topics and terms. Patient-Provider dialogues are also included to help
students apply key concepts. Introduction to Health Care Delivery: A Primer for Pharmacists, Sixth
Edition will provide students with an understanding of the social, organizational, and economic
aspects of health care delivery.

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Pharmacy Practice and the Law Richard R.
Abood, 2005 Pharmacy Practice and the Law creates a solid overview of pharmacy law,
incorporating relevant case laws and historical backgrounds of why and how specific laws
developed. The new Fourth Edition stimulates critical thinking issues in pharmacy law and explains
the federal and state pharmacy regulation that corresponds to recent directives of the American
Association of Colleges of Pharmacy. This text serves as a tool to pass the law portion of a board
examination, and helps students develop as practitioners, contributors andleaders to the profession
itself.




illinois pharmacy technician requirements: Report to Congress : the pharmacist
workforce : a study of the supply and demand for pharmacists. ,

illinois pharmacy technician requirements: A Report to the President & Congress on the
Status of Health Professions Personnel in the United States , 1990
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