illinois state genealogical society

illinois state genealogical society is a vital organization dedicated to promoting the
study and preservation of family history within the state of lllinois. This society serves as a
comprehensive resource for genealogists, historians, and individuals interested in tracing
their lllinois ancestry. Through educational programs, publications, and extensive archives,
the lllinois State Genealogical Society supports research by providing access to valuable
records and expert guidance. Members benefit from a collaborative community, regular
workshops, and newsletters that keep them informed about the latest genealogical trends
and resources. This article explores the history, resources, membership benefits, and
research tools offered by the lllinois State Genealogical Society. Additionally, it highlights
how the society contributes to the broader genealogical research community and supports
the preservation of lllinois heritage.
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History and Mission of the lllinois State
Genealogical Society

The lllinois State Genealogical Society was established to promote genealogical research
and preserve the historical records of lllinois families. Since its inception, the society has
worked to facilitate access to genealogical data and educate the public about the
importance of family history. The mission centers on encouraging genealogical research,
preserving vital records, and supporting the dissemination of accurate genealogical
information.

Founding and Development

Founded in the mid-20th century, the lllinois State Genealogical Society has grown from a
small group of enthusiasts into a respected statewide organization. Over the decades, it has
expanded its services and resources to accommodate the evolving needs of genealogists.
The society has played a crucial role in documenting lllinois' rich cultural heritage through
its commitment to archival preservation and research facilitation.



Core Objectives

The society’s primary objectives include:

Promoting genealogical education and research

Preserving historical and genealogical records

Providing access to genealogical resources

Facilitating networking among genealogists and historians

Publishing research findings and genealogical data

Membership Benefits and Opportunities

Joining the lllinois State Genealogical Society offers numerous benefits for both amateur
and professional genealogists. Membership provides access to exclusive resources, expert
advice, and a supportive community. The society encourages members to engage in
genealogical pursuits while benefiting from shared knowledge and collaborative learning.

Exclusive Access to Resources

Members gain access to a variety of resources, including specialized databases, archives,
and research materials not available to the general public. This access enhances the ability
to uncover detailed family histories and verify genealogical data with accuracy.

Networking and Collaboration

The society fosters a collaborative environment where members can connect with peers,
share research tips, and participate in discussion groups. Regular meetings and events
provide opportunities to network with experienced genealogists and historians.

Discounts and Special Offers

Members often receive discounts on society publications, workshops, and conferences.
These offers make it more affordable to access high-quality genealogical education and
materials.

Research Resources and Tools

The lllinois State Genealogical Society maintains a broad collection of genealogical



resources designed to assist researchers in tracing their lllinois ancestry. These resources
are essential for constructing accurate family trees and understanding historical contexts.

Archival Collections

The society houses an extensive archive of records, including:

e Census records

Vital records such as birth, marriage, and death certificates

Land and property records

Church and cemetery records

Military service documents

Local newspapers and obituaries

These collections are carefully preserved and cataloged for easy access by members and
researchers.

Digital Tools and Databases

In response to the digital age, the society has developed online databases and research
tools. These platforms enable remote access to records, indexes, and genealogical data,
facilitating efficient research from anywhere.

Educational Programs and Workshops

Education is a cornerstone of the lllinois State Genealogical Society’s offerings. It provides a
range of programs designed to enhance genealogical skills and knowledge.

Workshops and Seminars

The society regularly hosts workshops and seminars led by genealogy experts. These
events cover topics such as research methodologies, record interpretation, DNA testing,
and software tools for genealogists.

Annual Conferences

Each year, the society organizes a conference featuring keynote speakers, breakout
sessions, and networking opportunities. These conferences are valuable for learning about



new developments in genealogical research and connecting with the wider genealogical
community.

Publications and Online Presence

The lllinois State Genealogical Society produces a variety of publications that contribute to
the genealogical knowledge base. These materials serve as reference guides and platforms
for sharing research findings.

Quarterly Journal

The society publishes a quarterly journal containing scholarly articles, research tips, and
case studies related to lllinois genealogy. This journal is a respected resource for both
novice and experienced researchers.

Newsletters and Bulletins

Regular newsletters keep members informed about upcoming events, new resources, and
society news. These bulletins foster ongoing engagement within the genealogical
community.

Website and Online Resources

The society maintains an informative website featuring resource guides, event calendars,
and access to digital archives. This online presence broadens the reach and accessibility of
the society’s offerings.

Community Involvement and Preservation Efforts

Beyond research and education, the lllinois State Genealogical Society is deeply committed
to community involvement and the preservation of historical records. These efforts ensure
that lllinois’ genealogical heritage is safeguarded for future generations.

Partnerships with Libraries and Archives

The society collaborates with local libraries, historical societies, and archives to promote
preservation initiatives. These partnerships enhance the availability and protection of
genealogical materials.



Volunteer Programs

Members are encouraged to participate in volunteer programs focused on indexing records,
organizing archives, and assisting with educational events. Volunteerism is a key
component of the society’s mission to support genealogical research.

Advocacy for Record Preservation

The lllinois State Genealogical Society advocates for the preservation of public records and
the digitization of historical documents. These efforts help prevent the loss of valuable
genealogical information due to deterioration or disaster.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the lllinois State Genealogical Society?

The lllinois State Genealogical Society (ILSGS) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
promoting genealogical research and education in lllinois.

How can | join the lllinois State Genealogical Society?

You can join the lllinois State Genealogical Society by visiting their official website and
completing the membership application form along with the required fee.

What resources does the lllinois State Genealogical
Society offer?

ILSGS offers a variety of resources including publications, research guides, access to
databases, educational webinars, and local genealogical event information.

Does the lllinois State Genealogical Society host any
events or conferences?

Yes, the lllinois State Genealogical Society hosts annual conferences, workshops, and
webinars to support genealogical education and networking among members.

Can | access lllinois State Genealogical Society
publications online?

Many ILSGS publications are available for purchase or download through their website, and
members often receive access to exclusive digital content.



Is the Illinois State Genealogical Society affiliated with
other genealogical organizations?

Yes, ILSGS collaborates with various local, state, and national genealogical societies to
enhance research opportunities and share resources.

How does the lllinois State Genealogical Society
support beginners in genealogy?

ILSGS provides beginner-friendly research guides, online tutorials, and mentorship
programs to help new genealogists get started with their family history research.

Where is the lllinois State Genealogical Society located?

The lllinois State Genealogical Society is based in Springfield, Illinois, but serves
genealogists throughout the entire state and beyond.

Can | contribute to the lllinois State Genealogical
Society’s publications or projects?

Yes, ILSGS encourages members and researchers to contribute articles, research findings,
and volunteer for various projects to support the genealogical community.

Additional Resources

1. Tracing Your Illinois Ancestors: A Guide to the lllinois State Genealogical Society
Resources

This comprehensive guidebook offers genealogists practical instruction on utilizing the
lllinois State Genealogical Society’s archives and databases. It covers key resources such as
census records, land deeds, and vital records specific to lllinois. Readers will find tips on
navigating local historical societies and using society publications to enrich their family
history research.

2. lllinois Roots: Exploring Family History with the lllinois State Genealogical Society
"lllinois Roots" delves into the unique challenges and opportunities of researching
genealogy within lllinois. The book highlights how the lllinois State Genealogical Society
supports genealogists with workshops, publications, and community events. It also
showcases case studies of successful family history discoveries made possible through
society resources.

3. Historic lllinois Genealogy: Records and Research Strategies

This volume focuses on historical records essential for tracing lllinois ancestors, including
court records, church registers, and immigration documents. It emphasizes the role of the
lllinois State Genealogical Society in preserving and indexing these records. Genealogists
will learn strategies to overcome common obstacles in Illinois research.

4. The lllinois State Genealogical Society Journal: A Compilation of Research and Resources



A curated collection of articles originally published in the society’s journal, this book offers a
treasure trove of research tips, local histories, and record transcriptions. It reflects the
evolving methodologies and discoveries in lllinois genealogy over the years. Perfect for
both beginners and experienced researchers looking for in-depth information.

5. Land and Legacy: lllinois Land Records in Genealogical Research

Focusing on land records, this book explains how deeds, grants, and homestead files can
unlock family stories in lllinois. It details how the lllinois State Genealogical Society assists
researchers in accessing and interpreting these records. The guide includes practical
examples to help readers connect land transactions to their ancestors.

6. lllinois Vital Records: Unlocking Birth, Marriage, and Death Records with the lllinois State
Genealogical Society

This book outlines the procedures for obtaining vital records in lllinois and how the
genealogical society helps facilitate access to these documents. It covers the legal
frameworks, historical changes, and alternative sources when official records are missing.
Researchers will gain insights into maximizing the use of vital records for family history.

7. Immigrant Stories: Tracing Ethnic Heritage Through lllinois Genealogy

Focusing on immigrant populations in lllinois, this book explores how ethnic societies and
the lllinois State Genealogical Society provide resources for tracing roots. It examines
common immigrant groups such as German, Irish, and Scandinavian settlers, highlighting
relevant records and cultural contexts. The book aids genealogists in understanding
migration patterns and community histories.

8. Cemetery and Funeral Records of lllinois: A Genealogical Resource Guide

This guidebook covers the wealth of information contained in cemetery and funeral home
records across lllinois. It discusses how the Illinois State Genealogical Society compiles and
preserves these records, making them accessible to researchers. The book provides
practical advice for locating gravesites and interpreting epitaphs and burial registers.

9. The lllinois State Genealogical Society Handbook: Membership Benefits and Research
Tools

An insider’s look at the benefits offered by the lllinois State Genealogical Society, this
handbook explains membership services such as access to exclusive databases,
newsletters, and educational programs. It also offers guidance on how to effectively use
society tools to advance genealogical research in lllinois. Ideal for genealogists considering
joining or maximizing society involvement.
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Luebking, 2006 Genealogists and other historical researchers have valued the first two editions of
this work, often referred to as the genealogist's bible. The new edition continues that tradition.
Intended as a handbook and a guide to selecting, locating, and using appropriate primary and
secondary resources, The Source also functions as an instructional tool for novice genealogists and a
refresher course for experienced researchers. More than 30 experts in this field--genealogists,
historians, librarians, and archivists--prepared the 20 signed chapters, which are well written, easy
to read, and include many helpful hints for getting the most out of whatever information is acquired.
Each chapter ends with an extensive bibliography and is further enriched by tables, black-and-white
illustrations, and examples of documents. Eight appendixes include the expected contact information
for groups and institutions that persons studying genealogy and history need to find.
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2015-09-18 Genealogists can sometimes require obscure resources when in search of information
about ancestors. Tracking down records to complete a family tree can become laborious when the
researcher doesn't know where to begin looking. Many of the best resources are maintained
regionally or even locally, and aren’t widely known. This reference work serves as a guide to both
beginning and experienced genealogy researchers. The sourcebook is easily accessible and usable,
featuring approximately 270 entries on all aspects of genealogical research and family history
compilation. The entries are listed alphabetically and cross-referenced so any researcher can quickly
find the information he or she is seeking. Each state and each of the provinces of Canada has its own
entry; other countries are listed under appropriate headings. The author also provides more than
700 addresses from all over the world so that the genealogist or general researcher may contact any
one of these organizations to obtain specific information about particular births, deaths, marriages,
or other life events in order to complete a family tree.
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America ... Arsbok Utgifven Af Svenska Historiska Sallskapet i Amerika Swedish Historical
Society of America, 1907

illinois state genealogical society: Lincoln's Ladder to the Presidency Guy C. Fraker,
2012-11-09 Univeristy Press Books for Public and Secondary Schools 2013 edition Superior
Achievement by the Illinois State Historical Society, 2013 Throughout his twenty-three-year legal
career, Abraham Lincoln spent nearly as much time on the road as an attorney for the Eighth
Judicial Circuit as he did in his hometown of Springfield, Illinois. Yet most historians gloss over the
time and instead have Lincoln emerge fully formed as a skillful politician in 1858. In this innovative
volume, Guy C. Fraker provides the first-ever study of Lincoln’s professional and personal home
away from home and demonstrates how the Eighth Judicial Circuit and its people propelled Lincoln
to the presidency. Each spring and fall, Lincoln traveled to as many as fourteen county seats in the
Eighth Judicial Circuit to appear in consecutive court sessions over a ten- to twelve-week period.
Fraker describes the people and counties that Lincoln encountered, discusses key cases Lincoln
handled, and introduces the important friends he made, friends who eventually formed the team that
executed Lincoln’s nomination strategy at the Chicago Republican Convention in 1860 and won him
the presidential nomination. As Fraker shows, the Eighth Judicial Circuit provided the perfect setting
for the growth and ascension of Lincoln. A complete portrait of the sixteenth president depends on a
full understanding of his experience on the circuit, and Lincoln’s Ladder to the Presidency provides
that understanding as well as a fresh perspective on the much-studied figure, thus deepening our
understanding of the roots of his political influence and acumen.

illinois state genealogical society: Publications of the Rhode Island Historical Society Rhode
Island Historical Society, 1896 From 1893-1900 the Publications of the Society include its
Proceedings, 1892/93-1899/1900.

Related to illinois state genealogical society

Welcome to the Illinois State Genealogical Society Illinois State Genealogical Society is
dedicated to preserving the histories of its people and the events that took place therein, and
encouraging the formation of local genealogical societies

Illinois State Genealogical Society | Springfield IL - Facebook Illinois State Genealogical
Society, Springfield. 6,947 likes 449 talking about this. Illinois State Genealogical Society P.O. Box



10195 Springfield,

Illinois State Genealogical Society, Springfield IL The Illinois State Genealogical Society is a
non-profit organization that was founded in 1968 to promote and encourage the study of family
history and genealogy in Illinois

ILLINOIS STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY To seek, preserve, and make available data
pertaining to individuals, families, and groups who lived in Illinois and to events which took place
therein. To inform people of the value of, and

Illinois State Genealogical Society - FamilySearch The Illinois State Genealogical Society
(ISGS) was formed in 1968 through the cooperative effort and forward thinking of Illinois
genealogical society representatives, who

Projects & Initiatives - make valuable contributions to Illinois genealogy research; provide
volunteer opportunities for ISGS-members and non-members alike; and build a sense of community
among those with

Illinois State Genealogical Society Blog FamilySearch Wiki has a page dedicated to the
resources for researching Indigenous Peoples of Illinois, along with their main resource page for
Native American Online Genealogy Resources.

Welcome to the Illinois State Genealogical Society Website! The Illinois State Genealogical
Society (ISGS) was formed in 1968 through the cooperative effort and forward thinking of Illinois
genealogical society representatives, who envisioned a

ISGS Newsletter - Illinois State Genealogical Society (ISGS) - stimulate interest in people who
contributed to the establishment and development of the State of Illinois; to seek, preserve, provide
data

Publications - Blogger The Illinois State Genealogical Society is proud to provide a variety of
publications to genealogy and family history researchers as well as other genealogical societies,
libraries and archives

Welcome to the Illinois State Genealogical Society Illinois State Genealogical Society is
dedicated to preserving the histories of its people and the events that took place therein, and
encouraging the formation of local genealogical societies

Illinois State Genealogical Society | Springfield IL - Facebook Illinois State Genealogical
Society, Springfield. 6,947 likes 449 talking about this. Illinois State Genealogical Society P.O. Box
10195 Springfield,

Illinois State Genealogical Society, Springfield IL The Illinois State Genealogical Society is a
non-profit organization that was founded in 1968 to promote and encourage the study of family
history and genealogy in Illinois

ILLINOIS STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY To seek, preserve, and make available data
pertaining to individuals, families, and groups who lived in Illinois and to events which took place
therein. To inform people of the value of, and

Illinois State Genealogical Society - FamilySearch The Illinois State Genealogical Society
(ISGS) was formed in 1968 through the cooperative effort and forward thinking of Illinois
genealogical society representatives, who

Projects & Initiatives - make valuable contributions to Illinois genealogy research; provide
volunteer opportunities for ISGS-members and non-members alike; and build a sense of community
among those with

Illinois State Genealogical Society Blog FamilySearch Wiki has a page dedicated to the
resources for researching Indigenous Peoples of Illinois, along with their main resource page for
Native American Online Genealogy Resources.

Welcome to the Illinois State Genealogical Society Website! The Illinois State Genealogical
Society (ISGS) was formed in 1968 through the cooperative effort and forward thinking of Illinois
genealogical society representatives, who envisioned a

ISGS Newsletter - Illinois State Genealogical Society (ISGS) - stimulate interest in people who
contributed to the establishment and development of the State of Illinois; to seek, preserve, provide



data

Publications - Blogger The Illinois State Genealogical Society is proud to provide a variety of
publications to genealogy and family history researchers as well as other genealogical societies,
libraries and archives

Welcome to the Illinois State Genealogical Society Illinois State Genealogical Society is
dedicated to preserving the histories of its people and the events that took place therein, and
encouraging the formation of local genealogical societies

Illinois State Genealogical Society | Springfield IL - Facebook Illinois State Genealogical
Society, Springfield. 6,947 likes 449 talking about this. Illinois State Genealogical Society P.O. Box
10195 Springfield,

Illinois State Genealogical Society, Springfield IL The Illinois State Genealogical Society is a
non-profit organization that was founded in 1968 to promote and encourage the study of family
history and genealogy in Illinois

ILLINOIS STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY To seek, preserve, and make available data
pertaining to individuals, families, and groups who lived in Illinois and to events which took place
therein. To inform people of the value of, and

Illinois State Genealogical Society - FamilySearch The Illinois State Genealogical Society
(ISGS) was formed in 1968 through the cooperative effort and forward thinking of Illinois
genealogical society representatives, who

Projects & Initiatives - make valuable contributions to Illinois genealogy research; provide
volunteer opportunities for ISGS-members and non-members alike; and build a sense of community
among those with

Illinois State Genealogical Society Blog FamilySearch Wiki has a page dedicated to the
resources for researching Indigenous Peoples of Illinois, along with their main resource page for
Native American Online Genealogy Resources.

Welcome to the Illinois State Genealogical Society Website! The Illinois State Genealogical
Society (ISGS) was formed in 1968 through the cooperative effort and forward thinking of Illinois
genealogical society representatives, who envisioned a

ISGS Newsletter - Illinois State Genealogical Society (ISGS) - stimulate interest in people who
contributed to the establishment and development of the State of Illinois; to seek, preserve, provide
data

Publications - Blogger The Illinois State Genealogical Society is proud to provide a variety of
publications to genealogy and family history researchers as well as other genealogical societies,
libraries and archives

Welcome to the Illinois State Genealogical Society Illinois State Genealogical Society is
dedicated to preserving the histories of its people and the events that took place therein, and
encouraging the formation of local genealogical societies

Illinois State Genealogical Society | Springfield IL - Facebook Illinois State Genealogical
Society, Springfield. 6,947 likes 449 talking about this. Illinois State Genealogical Society P.O. Box
10195 Springfield,

Illinois State Genealogical Society, Springfield IL The Illinois State Genealogical Society is a
non-profit organization that was founded in 1968 to promote and encourage the study of family
history and genealogy in Illinois

ILLINOIS STATE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY To seek, preserve, and make available data
pertaining to individuals, families, and groups who lived in Illinois and to events which took place
therein. To inform people of the value of, and

Illinois State Genealogical Society - FamilySearch The Illinois State Genealogical Society
(ISGS) was formed in 1968 through the cooperative effort and forward thinking of Illinois
genealogical society representatives, who

Projects & Initiatives - make valuable contributions to Illinois genealogy research; provide
volunteer opportunities for ISGS-members and non-members alike; and build a sense of community



among those with

Illinois State Genealogical Society Blog FamilySearch Wiki has a page dedicated to the
resources for researching Indigenous Peoples of Illinois, along with their main resource page for
Native American Online Genealogy Resources.

Welcome to the Illinois State Genealogical Society Website! The Illinois State Genealogical
Society (ISGS) was formed in 1968 through the cooperative effort and forward thinking of Illinois
genealogical society representatives, who envisioned a

ISGS Newsletter - Illinois State Genealogical Society (ISGS) - stimulate interest in people who
contributed to the establishment and development of the State of Illinois; to seek, preserve, provide
data

Publications - Blogger The Illinois State Genealogical Society is proud to provide a variety of
publications to genealogy and family history researchers as well as other genealogical societies,
libraries and archives

Related to illinois state genealogical society

The treasure of the Illiana Genealogical and History Society (Yahooly) Oct. 12—A young
history teacher planted a seed in his Danville High School classroom in 1964. The teacher was
Lowell Volkel, a man with a deep appreciation for the past, a helpful attitude, and an
The treasure of the Illiana Genealogical and History Society (Yahooly) Oct. 12—A young
history teacher planted a seed in his Danville High School classroom in 1964. The teacher was
Lowell Volkel, a man with a deep appreciation for the past, a helpful attitude, and an

Back to Home: https://www-01.massdevelopment.com



https://www-01.massdevelopment.com

