illinois speech pathology license

illinois speech pathology license is a critical credential for professionals seeking to practice speech-language
pathology within the state of Illinois. Obtaining this license ensures that speech pathologists meet rigorous
standards of education, clinical experience, and ethical practice required by the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR). This article will provide a comprehensive overview of the
licensing process, including eligibility requirements, application procedures, examination details, and
renewal guidelines. In addition, it will cover important aspects such as continuing education, scope of
practice, and disciplinary regulations. Whether you are a recent graduate or a licensed professional
relocating to Illinois, understanding the requirements for an Illinois speech pathology license is essential for

lawful and effective practice in the state.
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Eligibility Requirements for Illinois Speech Pathology License

To qualify for an Illinois speech pathology license, applicants must fulfill specific educational and clinical
prerequisites. The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation mandates that candidates
hold a minimum of a master’s degree in speech-language pathology from an accredited institution. This
degree program must be accredited by the Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-
Language Pathology (CAA), ensuring adherence to national standards for speech-language pathology

education.

Educational Qualifications

Applicants must have completed graduate-level coursework encompassing both theoretical knowledge and



practical skills necessary for clinical competence. The curriculum generally includes courses in anatomy
and physiology of speech and hearing mechanisms, language development, speech disorders, audiology, and

treatment methods.

Clinical Fellowship Experience

In addition to academic preparation, candidates must complete a clinical fellowship (CF) period, which
involves supervised professional practice. This post-graduate clinical experience typically lasts at least 36
weeks with a minimum of 1,260 hours under the supervision of a licensed speech-language pathologist.
The clinical fellowship is designed to transition the applicant from student to independent practitioner,

ensuring readiness to provide high-quality speech pathology services.

Application Process and Required Documentation

Applying for an Illinois speech pathology license involves submitting a detailed application package to the
IDFPR. This package must include official transcripts, proof of clinical fellowship completion, and
verification of any prior licensure or certifications. The application process is designed to verify that all

eligibility criteria are met before the license is granted.

Application Submission

Applicants can obtain the official application form from the IDFPR website or office. It is essential to
complete the form accurately and provide all requested information to avoid delays. The application
typically requires personal details, educational background, clinical experience documentation, and

attestation of ethical conduct.

Required Supporting Documents

Supporting documents required with the application generally include:

Official graduate transcripts sent directly from the educational institution

Verification of clinical fellowship completion from the supervising speech-language pathologist

Proof of passing the national examination (Praxis Examination in Speech-Language Pathology)

Criminal background check and fingerprint submission

Application fee payment confirmation



Examination Requirements and Passing Criteria

The Illinois speech pathology license requires passing the Praxis Examination in Speech-Language
Pathology, administered by the Educational Testing Service (ETS). This standardized exam assesses the
candidate’s knowledge and skills in the field of speech-language pathology.

Praxis Examination Details

The Praxis exam covers a broad range of topics including speech sound disorders, language disorders,
swallowing disorders, voice and resonance, and professional issues. The test format includes multiple-choice

questions that evaluate both theoretical understanding and clinical application.

Minimum Passing Score

The IDFPR sets a minimum passing score for the Praxis Examination, which candidates must meet or
exceed to qualify for licensure. It is recommended to verify the current passing score requirements on

official IDFPR resources, as these may be subject to change.

Post-Licensure Obligations and Continuing Education

After obtaining the Illinois speech pathology license, practitioners must adhere to ongoing professional
development and regulatory requirements to maintain licensure. Continuing education (CE) is a mandatory
component to ensure that speech-language pathologists remain current with advances in their field and

maintain high standards of care.

Continuing Education Requirements

Licensed speech pathologists in Illinois are required to complete a specified number of continuing education
hours within each renewal cycle. These CE hours typically cover topics such as clinical techniques, ethics,

patient safety, and emerging research in speech-language pathology.

Approved CE Providers

Continuing education must be obtained through approved providers recognized by the Illinois Department
of Financial and Professional Regulation. These providers may include professional associations, accredited

universities, and recognized healthcare organizations.

Scope of Practice and Professional Standards

The Illinois speech pathology license defines the scope of practice, outlining the range of services and

interventions that licensed professionals are authorized to provide. This scope is governed by state



regulations and professional ethical standards.

Authorized Services

Licensed speech-language pathologists in Illinois are authorized to assess, diagnose, treat, and prevent
communication and swallowing disorders in individuals of all ages. Services may include therapy for
speech sound production, language comprehension and expression, fluency, voice disorders, and cognitive-

communication impairments.

Ethical and Legal Responsibilities

Speech pathologists must comply with the Illinois Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology Practice Act
and adhere to ethical guidelines established by professional organizations such as the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association (ASHA). Maintaining patient confidentiality, obtaining informed consent,

and providing competent care are fundamental obligations.

Renewal Process and Fees

Maintaining an Illinois speech pathology license requires timely renewal, typically on a biennial basis. The

renewal process ensures that licensees continue to meet all professional and regulatory standards.

Renewal Application

Licensees must submit a renewal application form along with proof of completed continuing education
hours and payment of the required renewal fee. The application is generally submitted online through the
IDFPR portal.

Renewal Fees

The renewal fee amount is set by the state and may vary over time. It is important for licensees to verify
the current fee schedule to avoid lapses in licensure status. Failure to renew on time can result in additional

penalties or the need to reapply for licensure.

Disciplinary Actions and Compliance

The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation monitors compliance with licensing laws
and ethical standards. Licensees found in violation of regulations may face disciplinary actions ranging from

fines to license suspension or revocation.



Common Causes for Disciplinary Action

Violations leading to disciplinary measures may include professional misconduct, fraudulent documentation,

failure to complete continuing education, or criminal behavior impacting professional responsibilities.

Compliance and Reporting

Licensed speech pathologists are obligated to report any changes in their professional status, criminal
convictions, or disciplinary actions in other jurisdictions. Maintaining transparency and compliance with

state regulations is essential for preserving licensure and professional reputation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to obtain an Illinois speech pathology

license?

To obtain an Illinois speech pathology license, applicants must have a master's or higher degree in speech-
language pathology from an accredited program, complete a supervised clinical fellowship, pass the Praxis
exam in speech-language pathology, and submit an application with the required fees to the Illinois

Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR).

How do I apply for a temporary speech pathology license in Illinois?

Applicants can apply for a temporary speech pathology license in Illinois by submitting an application to
IDFPR along with proof of completion of their degree program, verification of supervised clinical
experience, and payment of the required fee. The temporary license allows practice under supervision

while completing remaining licensure requirements.

What is the renewal process for an Illinois speech pathology license?

An lllinois speech pathology license must be renewed every two years. Renewal requires completing
continuing education hours as mandated by the state, submitting a renewal application, and paying the

renewal fee to the IDFPR before the license expiration date.

Are there any continuing education requirements for Illinois licensed
speech pathologists?

Yes, Illinois requires licensed speech pathologists to complete 20 hours of continuing education every two

years, including at least one hour on professional ethics, to maintain their license.



Can speech pathologists licensed in other states practice in Illinois?

Speech pathologists licensed in other states must apply for licensure by endorsement in Illinois. They need
to submit proof of their current license, verification of education and clinical experience, pass the Illinois

jurisprudence exam if required, and pay the applicable fees to obtain an Illinois license.

Additional Resources

1. Illinois Speech Pathology Licensing Guide: Navigating Requirements and Exams

This comprehensive guide provides detailed information on the licensing process for speech pathologists in
Illinois. It covers educational prerequisites, application procedures, and the specifics of the Illinois Speech-
Language Pathology and Audiology Licensing Board. Additionally, it offers practical tips for preparing for

the Praxis exam and fulfilling continuing education requirements.

2. Speech-Language Pathology Exam Prep: Illinois State Edition

Tailored for aspiring speech pathologists in Illinois, this exam prep book focuses on the content and format of
the Praxis exam required for licensure. It includes practice questions, test-taking strategies, and sample case
studies relevant to Illinois regulations. The book also highlights state-specific laws and ethical standards to

help candidates succeed.

3. Illinois Speech-Language Pathology Laws and Ethics Handbook

This handbook provides a thorough overview of the legal and ethical considerations unique to speech-
language pathology practice in Illinois. It explains state statutes, licensing board rules, and professional
conduct guidelines. The book is an essential resource for both new and experienced practitioners to ensure

compliance and uphold ethical standards.

4. Clinical Practicum for Illinois Speech Pathology Students

Designed for graduate students and interns, this book focuses on clinical practicum experiences within
[llinois. It discusses documentation, supervision, and state-specific requirements for clinical hours needed for
licensure. Practical advice on managing caseloads and working with diverse populations in Illinois settings

is also included.

5. Continuing Education for lllinois Speech-Language Pathologists

This resource outlines the continuing education requirements mandated by the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR). It details approved courses, reporting procedures, and

renewal timelines. The book also suggests various professional development opportunities to maintain

licensure and enhance clinical skills.

6. Speech-Language Pathology Licensing Exam Review: lllinois Focus
Providing a focused review for the Illinois licensing exam, this book covers core speech pathology topics
and state-specific regulations. It features concise summaries, key terminology, and practice tests designed to

boost confidence and knowledge. The text also addresses common challenges faced by Illinois candidates



during the licensing process.

7. State-Specitic Speech Pathology Practice in Illinois: A Practical Guide

This practical guide explores the nuances of practicing speech-language pathology in Illinois, including
workplace settings, reimbursement policies, and state healthcare programs. It offers insights into navigating
the Illinois healthcare system and collaborating with multidisciplinary teams. Legal obligations and patient

rights under Illinois law are also emphasized.

8. Illinois Speech-Language Pathology Licensing Board Procedures and Updates

An up-to-date resource on the policies and procedures of the Illinois Speech-Language Pathology and
Audiology Licensing Board. This book covers application updates, disciplinary actions, and recent changes
in licensing laws. It serves as an important tool for staying informed about regulatory developments

affecting speech pathologists in Illinois.

9. Preparing for Illinois Clinical Fellowship Year in Speech Pathology

This book guides new graduates through the Clinical Fellowship Year (CFY) required for Illinois
licensure. It outlines supervision expectations, documentation standards, and professional growth
opportunities during the CFY. The text also addresses common challenges and provides strategies for

successful completion of this critical licensure step.
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illinois speech pathology license: The SLP Entrepreneur Sonia Sethi Kohli, Adrienne Wallace,
2022-08-01 This resource-packed, functional, and inspirational professional guidebook provides
SLPs and related professionals, such as physical therapists, occupational therapists, and
psychologists, with a go-to manual for their ambitions of entrepreneurship. The SLP Entrepreneur:
The Speech-Language Pathologist’s Guide to Private Practice and Other Business Ventures provides
a practical blueprint for professionals who are interested in starting their own business or expanding
their current business model. Utilizing the co-authors’ extensive clinical, corporate, and mentoring
expertise, this text sets readers up for personal and professional success by offering user-friendly
and meaningful tools. Unlike traditional “how-to” manuals, The SLP Entrepreneur takes readers on a
journey from their vision of starting a business to making it a reality. This book is filled with
functional resources, checklists, and self-guided exercises that will equip new and seasoned SLPs
with the tools to be successful entrepreneurs. This must-have handbook inspires the reader to think
outside the box and create dynamic new business opportunities that challenge the status quo. As an
added bonus, the authors have included interviews and profiles from over 35 SLP entrepreneurs and
other related business professionals. This book will guide you through mindset shifts, provide you
with tangible steps related to operating or expanding any business, and ease you into the
transformation from a clinical professional to an entrepreneur. Key Features: * Unlike other books
on this topic, this book provides a wide variety of business ideas for aspiring SLP entrepreneurs *
Startup advice from SLP entrepreneurs, as well as professionals in marketing, finance, and
entrepreneurship * Easy to read with actionable steps to start your dream business * A full chapter
devoted to marketing, including how to identify your target audience, design a website, and leverage
social media
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1993

illinois speech pathology license: The Clinical Education and Supervisory Process in
Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology Elizabeth McCrea, Judith Brasseur, 2024-06-01 As
with the actual practices of speech-language pathologists and audiologists, clinical education and
supervision practices work best when they are grounded not only in concept and theory but also in
research. Designed to act as a complete guide to both the theory and the research, The Clinical
Education and Supervisory Process in Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology provides the most
up-to-date information on these crucial topics. Following in the footsteps of their mentor, Jean
Anderson, Drs. Elizabeth McCrea and Judith Brasseur have taken on the task of assembling
important current research and best practices in clinical education and supervision into one
comprehensive resource. With their prestigious team of contributing authors, this text represents
the culmination of decades of study and real-world best practices. The Clinical Education and
Supervisory Process in Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology covers clinical education and
supervision across five unique constituent groups: clinical educators of graduate students,
preceptors of audiology externs, mentors of clinical fellows, supervisors of support personnel, and
supervisors of professionals transitioning between work settings. It also includes the latest
information on certification and accreditation requirements for preparation in supervision. Topics
include Foundations: Anderson’s Continuum of Supervision Components of the Process Expectations
for Supervision Practical Research in Supervision Literature from other Disciplines Obtaining
Feedback About the Supervisory Process The Ethics of Clinical Education and Supervision
Supervisor Self-Study and Accountability Interprofessional Education and Practice in Clinical
Education and Supervision Chapter appendices add numerous ancillary materials, allowing readers
to easily adopt the most successful processes and strategies the research has revealed. Sample
scripts of supervisory conferences, self-assessment tools, action plan tools, and analysis systems can
all be found inside. The Clinical Education and Supervisory Process in Speech-Language Pathology
and Audiology is intended as a primary resource for anyone in those professions in any setting who
is engaged in the process of clinical education and supervision. With this text as their guide, clinical



educators and supervisors will be able to ground their practices in the vast compiled research and
study contained within.

illinois speech pathology license: 2008 Healthcare Standards Official Directory ECRI
Institute Staff, Ecri, 2007-12

illinois speech pathology license: Traditional and Innovative Assessment Techniques for
Students with Disabilities Festus E. Obiakor, Jeffrey P. Bakken, 2021-08-11 This finely curated
collection of thirteen chapters presents ideas and research on different disability topics from key
leaders in the field of the assessment of children with disabilities. They help us to properly
understand and compare traditional and innovative assessment techniques for students with
disabilities.

illinois speech pathology license: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools,
Eighty-Third Edition, 2018-2019 Colleen M. Frankhart, 2018-11-26 This annual volume offers the
most complete and current listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of
educational professionals at the elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a
valuable resource, making much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
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illinois speech pathology license: The Official Guide for Foreign-Educated Allied Health
Professionals Barbara L. Nichols, Catherine Davis, CGFNS International, 2009-10-19 This
comprehensive book provides direction for foreign-educated allied healthcare professionalsO Given
the complicated process of credentialing, certification, and visas, as well as the complex American
healthcare system, this book proves to be a worthy resource. Score: 100, 5 stars --Doody's Written
by well-known experts, the Guide provides the reader with the most up-to-date information on topics
ranging from the U.S. health care delivery system to employment opportunities, from entry into the
United States to entry into professional practice. --Barbara Sanders, PhD, PT, SCS Associate Dean,
College of Health Professions, Texas State University This book is the definitive guide to health care
practice in the United States, written for foreign-educated allied health professionals interested in
immigrating to the United States, those already here, and those looking to complete their education
in the U.S.A. The contributors provide a wealth of insight on how to address the challenges of being
a foreign-educated health professional in the United States. Health professionals can learn what is
expected of them, how to prepare for the journey to this country, and how to adapt to their new
communities. Written at a readable level for non-native English speakers, the Guide presents a
comprehensive description of the major allied health professions and a clear overview of U.S.
standards of education and practice. Additionally, readers will gain an understanding of their basic
rights and roles in the U.S. healthcare system. Key Topics Discussed: Allied health practice in the
United States The process of entry into the United States The U.S. health care system Guidelines for
entering the U.S. workforce Most importantly, this book will help foreign-educated health
professionals learn how to avoid being misunderstood by others, form enduring relationships with
American colleagues, and join them in working to improve the quality of health care in this country
and worldwide.
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Illinois State Board of Health, 1889

illinois speech pathology license: The Education of the Handicapped Amendments of
1986 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Select
Education, 1986

illinois speech pathology license: Illinois Bar Journal , 1994 Vols. 28- include reports and
proceedings of the 64th- (1940- ) annual meetings formerly issued as the association's Annual report.

illinois speech pathology license: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, 2005-2006,
Seventieth Edition Elizabeth A. Kaye, 2005-09 This annual volume, conveniently organized by
state, offers the most complete and current listings of the requirements for certification of a wide




range of educational professionals at the elementary and secondary levels. Changes to requirements
resulting from the federal No Child Left Behind Act, paired with state budget deficits and
understaffed certification offices, have made it especially difficult to access this information. Now
more than ever, Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making much-needed
knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
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