
illinois lpn scope of practice
illinois lpn scope of practice defines the specific roles, responsibilities, and limitations for
Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) within the state of Illinois. Understanding this scope is essential
for healthcare professionals, employers, and patients alike to ensure safe and effective nursing care.
The scope of practice outlines the clinical tasks LPNs are authorized to perform, the supervision
requirements, and the legal boundaries that protect both the nurse and the public. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the Illinois LPN scope of practice, including regulatory
guidelines, permitted procedures, and the distinction between LPN and other nursing roles.
Additionally, it explores the educational prerequisites and the impact of this scope on day-to-day
nursing functions across various healthcare settings. This detailed examination serves as an
authoritative resource for anyone seeking clarity on the Illinois LPN scope of practice and its
implications in the healthcare system.
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Overview of Illinois LPN Scope of Practice
The Illinois LPN scope of practice establishes the professional boundaries within which Licensed
Practical Nurses operate in the state. It defines the clinical functions LPNs can perform, ensuring
they deliver quality care while adhering to legal and ethical standards. The scope is designed to
align with the LPN’s education and competency, focusing on basic nursing care, patient monitoring,
and assisting with treatments under supervision. This framework supports a structured nursing
workforce where roles are clearly delineated to optimize patient outcomes and maintain safety.

Definition and Purpose
The scope of practice provides a detailed description of what tasks an LPN is authorized to perform.
It serves to protect patients by ensuring that LPNs practice within their competence and training.
Furthermore, it guides employers and regulatory bodies in evaluating nurse performance and
compliance. The Illinois Nurse Practice Act and administrative rules govern this scope, reflecting
current healthcare needs and professional standards.



Legal and Professional Boundaries
Illinois LPNs must recognize legal boundaries that restrict certain advanced clinical interventions
exclusively to Registered Nurses (RNs) or other licensed professionals. This includes complex
assessments, initiation of care plans, and certain medication administrations. Understanding these
limits is critical to avoid legal repercussions and ensure patient safety.

Regulatory Framework and Licensing Requirements
The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) oversees the licensing and
regulation of LPNs. The regulatory framework defines the qualifications, licensure process, and
continuing education requirements, ensuring LPNs remain competent throughout their careers.
Compliance with these regulations is mandatory for practicing nursing legally in Illinois.

Licensing Process
To obtain licensure as an LPN in Illinois, candidates must graduate from an approved practical
nursing program and successfully pass the National Council Licensure Examination for Practical
Nurses (NCLEX-PN). The IDFPR then issues the license, which must be renewed biennially with
proof of continuing education.

Continuing Education and Renewal
Licensed Practical Nurses in Illinois are required to complete continuing education courses to
maintain their knowledge and skills. The state mandates specific hours and topics to be covered,
emphasizing updated clinical practices, patient safety, and ethical considerations.

Permitted Nursing Procedures and Responsibilities
The Illinois LPN scope of practice includes a range of clinical tasks and responsibilities that LPNs
can perform independently or under supervision. These procedures are designed to support patient
care effectively while respecting the nurse’s level of training and expertise.

Basic Nursing Care
LPNs provide essential nursing care such as monitoring vital signs, administering medications
(excluding certain intravenous therapies unless additional certification is obtained), wound care, and
assisting patients with activities of daily living. These tasks form the foundation of the LPN’s role in
healthcare teams.



Medication Administration
Licensed Practical Nurses in Illinois may administer medications prescribed by licensed
practitioners. However, there are restrictions, especially concerning intravenous medications and
complex drug therapies, which typically require RN involvement or additional certification.

Patient Monitoring and Reporting
LPNs continuously observe patients’ conditions and report significant changes to Registered Nurses
or physicians. They document care provided and contribute valuable information to the healthcare
team, ensuring continuity and safety of care.

Assisting with Treatments
Under supervision, LPNs assist with various treatments and procedures, including catheterization,
respiratory therapy, and rehabilitation exercises. Their role supports higher-level nursing staff and
enhances patient recovery.

Monitoring vital signs and patient status

Administering oral, intramuscular, and subcutaneous medications

Providing wound care and dressing changes

Assisting with hygiene and mobility

Documenting patient care and observations

Supervision and Collaboration in Nursing Practice
Illinois LPNs typically work under the supervision of Registered Nurses, physicians, or other
licensed healthcare providers. This supervisory relationship ensures that LPNs practice safely and
within their scope, facilitating teamwork and communication in patient care.

Levels of Supervision
Supervision may vary depending on the setting and the complexity of the task. Direct supervision
requires the overseeing nurse or provider to be physically present, while indirect supervision allows
for periodic checks and availability for consultation. Illinois regulations specify these requirements
to balance autonomy and oversight.



Collaborative Practice
LPNs collaborate closely with RNs and other healthcare professionals to implement care plans.
Effective communication and teamwork are essential components of this collaboration, ensuring
comprehensive and coordinated care delivery.

Differences Between LPN, RN, and Other Nursing Roles
Understanding how the Illinois LPN scope of practice compares to that of Registered Nurses (RNs)
and other nursing roles helps clarify the unique contributions and limitations of each profession.
This distinction aids in role clarity and appropriate delegation.

Scope Comparison
RNs in Illinois have a broader scope of practice, including comprehensive assessments, care plan
development, and administration of a wider range of medications and treatments. LPNs focus on
supportive care and routine procedures. Advanced practice nurses, such as Nurse Practitioners,
have even greater autonomy and responsibility.

Educational and Skill Differences
LPNs complete shorter, practical nursing programs, whereas RNs undergo more extensive
education, often at the associate or bachelor’s degree level. This difference in training translates to
varied competencies and responsibilities within clinical settings.

Educational and Certification Requirements
The Illinois LPN scope of practice is designed to reflect the education and skills attained through
accredited practical nursing programs. Certification and licensure requirements ensure that LPNs
are qualified to perform their duties safely and effectively.

Practical Nursing Education
Prospective LPNs in Illinois must complete a state-approved practical nursing program, which
includes classroom instruction and supervised clinical experiences. Curriculum typically covers
nursing fundamentals, anatomy, pharmacology, and patient care techniques.

Certification Exams and Licensure
After education, candidates must pass the NCLEX-PN examination to demonstrate their knowledge
and readiness for practice. Successful completion leads to licensure by the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation, authorizing the nurse to work within the state.



Impact of Scope of Practice on Healthcare Settings
The defined Illinois LPN scope of practice influences how healthcare facilities organize nursing care
and assign responsibilities. It ensures that LPNs function within their competencies, promoting
patient safety and efficient use of nursing resources.

Role in Hospitals and Clinics
In acute care hospitals, LPNs often provide basic nursing care under supervision, supporting RNs
and physicians. In outpatient clinics, they may perform routine assessments and assist with
treatments, contributing to streamlined patient flow.

Long-Term and Community Care
LPNs play a vital role in long-term care facilities and community health settings, delivering hands-on
care, monitoring chronic conditions, and educating patients and families. Their scope allows for
consistent, compassionate care in these environments.

Scope Adaptations in Various Settings
While the core scope remains consistent, some healthcare settings may permit expanded roles for
LPNs through additional training or certifications, particularly in specialized areas such as IV
therapy or wound care, enhancing their contribution to patient care teams.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the scope of practice for Licensed Practical Nurses
(LPNs) in Illinois?
In Illinois, LPNs provide basic nursing care under the supervision of registered nurses (RNs) or
physicians. Their scope includes monitoring patients, administering medications (except intravenous
therapy in most cases), wound care, and assisting with activities of daily living.

Can Illinois LPNs administer intravenous (IV) therapy?
Illinois LPNs have limited authorization to administer IV therapy. They may perform certain IV-
related tasks if they have received additional training and are working under the supervision of an
RN or physician, but this is subject to facility policies and state regulations.

Are Illinois LPNs allowed to perform patient assessments?
Illinois LPNs can perform basic patient assessments such as measuring vital signs and observing
patient conditions, but comprehensive assessments and nursing diagnoses are typically within the



RN's scope of practice.

What tasks are Illinois LPNs prohibited from performing?
Illinois LPNs are generally prohibited from performing tasks that require advanced nursing
knowledge such as developing nursing care plans, performing complex assessments, administering
intravenous medications without proper authorization, and delegating nursing tasks to others.

Does Illinois require continuing education for LPN license
renewal?
Yes, Illinois requires LPNs to complete continuing education requirements, including specific hours
related to patient care and safety, as part of the license renewal process every two years.

Can Illinois LPNs work independently without RN supervision?
No, Illinois LPNs are required to work under the supervision or direction of an RN, physician, or
other licensed healthcare provider. They do not have independent practice authority.

How does the Illinois Nurse Practice Act define the LPN scope
of practice?
The Illinois Nurse Practice Act defines the LPN scope of practice as performing selected nursing
activities that require knowledge and skill acquired through practical nursing education, under
supervision, and excludes tasks reserved for RNs or physicians.

Are Illinois LPNs permitted to administer medications orally
and by injection?
Yes, Illinois LPNs are permitted to administer medications orally and by injection (intramuscular and
subcutaneous), provided they follow proper protocols and work under appropriate supervision.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois LPN Scope of Practice Guidebook
This comprehensive guidebook provides an in-depth look at the roles and responsibilities of Licensed
Practical Nurses (LPNs) in Illinois. It covers state-specific regulations, scope of practice boundaries,
and practical examples to help LPNs understand their legal and professional limits. The book also
includes case studies and frequently asked questions relevant to Illinois healthcare settings.

2. Practical Nursing in Illinois: Legal and Ethical Perspectives
Focusing on the legal and ethical dimensions of practical nursing, this title explores the scope of
practice for Illinois LPNs within the context of state laws and nursing board regulations. Readers
will gain insights into ethical decision-making, patient rights, and regulatory compliance. The book is
ideal for both students and practicing LPNs aiming to remain informed about their professional
responsibilities.



3. Scope of Practice for Illinois LPNs: Policies and Procedures
This resource details the official policies and procedural guidelines governing LPN practice in
Illinois. It highlights the distinctions between LPN and RN duties, delegation protocols, and
documentation requirements. The book serves as a practical manual for LPNs working in various
healthcare environments, ensuring adherence to state standards.

4. Illinois Practical Nursing: Clinical Skills and Scope of Practice
Combining clinical skills with scope of practice considerations, this book offers a balanced approach
to practical nursing in Illinois. It outlines essential nursing skills within the permissible scope for
LPNs and emphasizes safe and effective patient care. The text is supplemented with illustrations and
step-by-step procedures tailored to Illinois regulations.

5. Understanding the Illinois Nurse Practice Act for LPNs
This book provides a clear and concise interpretation of the Illinois Nurse Practice Act as it applies
to Licensed Practical Nurses. It explains key legislative elements, scope limitations, and the role of
the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation. The guide helps LPNs navigate
their professional framework with confidence and legal awareness.

6. Advanced Scope of Practice for Illinois LPNs: Expanding Roles
Exploring emerging trends and expanded roles within the Illinois LPN scope of practice, this title
examines additional responsibilities and specialized skills LPNs may undertake. It discusses
continuing education requirements, certification options, and collaboration with other healthcare
professionals. The book is designed for LPNs seeking career advancement and enhanced practice
opportunities.

7. Illinois LPN Scope of Practice: A Case Study Approach
Utilizing real-world case studies, this book illustrates typical scenarios involving scope of practice
decisions faced by Illinois LPNs. Each case is analyzed to highlight legal, ethical, and clinical
considerations. This practical approach aids readers in applying theoretical knowledge to everyday
nursing challenges.

8. The Illinois LPN’s Handbook of Scope and Standards
This handbook serves as a quick-reference tool for Illinois LPNs, summarizing scope of practice
guidelines, standards of care, and regulatory updates. It includes checklists, summary tables, and
tips for maintaining compliance. The concise format makes it suitable for use in clinical settings and
educational programs.

9. Foundations of Practical Nursing in Illinois: Scope and Competencies
Targeted at nursing students and novice practitioners, this foundational text covers the essential
competencies required for Licensed Practical Nurses in Illinois. It aligns clinical skills development
with scope of practice parameters and state requirements. The book supports learners in building a
solid base for professional practice within Illinois healthcare systems.
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  illinois lpn scope of practice: Nursing Scope of Practice Douglas Long, 2021-06-15 Nursing
Scope of Practice is every nurse's guidebook to understanding this terrain. It strips away the
confusion and provides a comprehensive, coherent explanation of the nursing scope of practice so
nurses can work to the full extent of their abilities and licensing. Nurses will learn what they need to
do to keep their patients safe, stay within the legal limits of a nursing license, as well as their
employer's policies. Just as important, nurses will also learn how to expand their practice by taking
on new roles and expand the scope of practice in a safe and responsible manner. Nursing leaders,
government regulators, and scholars will learn how the nursing scope of practice defines the
profession, and how the scope of practice can be used to promote nursing professionalism. Douglas
Long brings a wealth of nursing experience from more than a decade in emergency departments and
acute care. He is the author of Nursing: Moving Forward (2020), which describes the work of nurse
regulators across the United States and worldwide.
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Clinical Delegation Skills Ruth I. Hansten, Marilynn Jackson,
2004 Clinical Delegation Skills, A Handbook for Professional Practice, Third Edition will help readers
better understand delegation skills and apply them effectively in their own clinical setting. Practical,
easy to read, and full of checkpoints and exercises, this renownedtext will teach you about the world
of professional health care roles and accountability, as well as how to communicate effectively,
provide feedback, handle conflict, and address your own leadership strengths and weaknesses.
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Nursing Scope of Practice in Europe Douglas Long,
2024-10-01 Nursing Scope of Practice in Europe is every nurse’s guidebook to understanding this
subject. Nurses will learn what they need to do to keep their patients safe and stay within the legal
limits of a nursing license as well as their employer’s policies. Just as important, nurses will learn
how to take on new roles and expand their scope of practice safely and responsibly. Europe is a vast
region with a diversity of laws, economies, healthcare practices, and languages. Nurses need to
understand what is consistent across the region, and what is different in their country. In any
European country, nursing leaders, government regulators, and scholars will better understand how
the nursing scope of practice defines the profession and how it can be used to promote nursing
professionalism. The region’s top nurse experts came together to explain their respective countries
and the major trends that affect everyone. They show the reader what is the consensus on nursing
regulations, where there is conflict and differences, and where are the opportunities for change and
growth. Douglas Long brings a wealth of nursing experience in emergency departments and acute
care. He is the author of Nursing Scope of Practice (2021), Nursing: Moving Forward (2020), and
Ámbito de la práctica profesional de enfermería en América Latina (2023).
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Leadership Skills for Licensed Practical Nurses Working
with the Aging Population Cheryl Kruschke, 2018-02-26 This textbook fills a gap in education for
licensed practical nurses (LPN), providing information specific to their own needs and concerns.
Firstly, it clarifies the leadership role of LPNs in the healthcare setting, and then identifies the
knowledge, skills and abilities related to leadership, management, communication, culture change
and person-directed care concepts. It also explains the efficacy of these concepts related to the LPN
care of patients in the work setting and reviews the Nurse Practice Act (NPA) enacted in every US
state. LPNs play an essential role in the patient care team and we have to ensure they receive
advanced education as practitioners in healthcare settings that reach vulnerable populations such
the elderly. They have been considered as the registered nurses’ right hand in acute care as well as
many home-health settings. They provide basic medical and nursing care, ensure the comfort of
patients, discuss health care with patients, and report the status of patients to registered nurses and
doctors. But the LPNs are often expected to take on a real leadership role based on the perception
that as licensed nurses they already have all the qualifications and education necessary for
leadership roles. However, there is a gap in the education they receive and a limited body of
literature dedicated to them. Written in honor of all LPNs, this educational textbook fills that gap.
With learning objectives, review questions and scenarios, it is a valuable resource for courses for



undergraduate students training to be LPNs.
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Laws of the State of Illinois Illinois, 2007
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Practical Nursing in Illinois Robert M. Tomlinson, University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Department of Vocational and Technical Education, 1967
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Laws of the State of Illinois Enacted by the ... General Assembly
at the Extra Session ... Illinois, 2007
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Illinois Register , 2009
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Recommended Guidelines for Medication Administration in
Schools , 2000
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Clinical Gastrointestinal Endoscopy E-Book Gregory G.
Ginsberg, Michael L. Kochman, Ian D. Norton, Christopher J. Gostout, 2011-09-07 Clinical
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, 2nd Edition, by Drs. Gregory G. Ginsberg, Michael L. Kochman, Ian D.
Norton, and Christopher J. Gostout, helps you master the latest endoscopic techniques and achieve
optimal outcomes. See how to perform key nuances with procedural videos at
www.expertconsult.com in addition to 1,000 photographs, upgraded endoscopic images, and
anatomical drawings both in print and online. Written by some of today’s most prestigious specialists
and with many new and fully updated chapters, this resource equips you to diagnose and treat the
full range of GI disorders with state-of-the-art coverage of bariatric surgery, therapeutic EUS,
device-assisted enteroscopy, image-guided therapy, intramural endotherapy, and much more. Get
comprehensive details on a wide breadth of topics including anatomy, pathophysiology, and
therapeutic management options in addition to the latest GI procedures and technologies. Advance
your knowledge on the rapidly evolving state of clinical gastrointestinal endoscopy with expert
multimedia guidance from some of today’s most prestigious specialists. Master new procedures with
updates on the endoscopic management of bariatric surgery; EUS as a tool to direct endoscopic
therapies; device-assisted enteroscopy for deep exploration of the small intestine; image-guided
therapy to help detect cancer earlier; intramural endotherapy including the new POEM procedure;
and much more. Keep current with both new and emerging technologies including the management
of upper gastrointestinal familial adenomatous polyposis syndrome and ampullary tumors;
post-bariatric endoscopy and endoscopic therapy; endoluminal bariatric techniques, and
intramural/transmural endoscopy. See how to perform key procedures step by step with endoscopic
videos at www.expertconsult.com, and access the complete text, online-only references, and all the
illustrations. View techniques more clearly with upgraded endoscopic images and step-by-step
illustrations in most chapters.
  illinois lpn scope of practice: The Journal of Practical Nursing , 1987
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Legislative Synopsis and Digest ... General Assembly, State of
Illinois Illinois. General Assembly, 2017
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Success in Practical/Vocational Nursing Signe S. Hill, Helen
Stephens Howlett, 2012-09-04 Using an engaging, interactive, 1-2-3 approach, this text helps you
develop problem-solving skills that will be useful throughout your nursing career. Active
participation and application of critical thinking are utilized through questions, quizzes, and
self-assessments to provide you with practical and efficient aids to learning. You will also discover
learning strategies, tips on taking the NCLEX-PN®, guidance on the job search, and an in-depth
discussion of supervision, delegation, assignment of tasks, and the distinctions among them. An LPN
Threads Series title. UNIQUE! 1-2-3 approach in a clear, simple, engaging writing style instructs you
in what you need to do and how to do it. UNIQUE! Learning Exercises challenge you to imagine,
visualize, and think outside the box. UNIQUE! Leadership Activities provide exercises to practice
and develop leadership skills and Leadership Hints provide helpful pointers to follow and remember
when in various leadership situations. UNIQUE! Management Tools and Management Hints provide
practical instructions, resources, and tips to use when in a management situation. UNIQUE! Offers
time-management tips to help prioritize. Integrates wellness and personal care throughout the text,
including information and coping skills for stress management and burnout, nutrition and exercise,



the impaired nurse, and co-dependency. Includes separate chapters on Ethics Apply to Nursing and
Nursing and the Law that address pertinent legal and ethical issues that directly and indirectly
affect LPN/LVNs. Features information on Medicare and the many changes that affect health care,
including health care settings, medication coverage, and the costs of managed care. Includes a
separate chapter on learning strategies for the adult student and updated approaches for traditional
and returning students. A separate chapter on critical thinking and many critical thinking exercises
promotes the development of critical thinking and problem solving skills in both academic and
personal situations. Includes updated State Boards of Nursing and Internet Resources Appendixes
with the most up-to-date addresses for nursing boards and website addresses for nursing, medical,
and health-related information as an all-in-one ready resource for you as you prepare to enter the
work world. UNIQUE! Keep In Mind boxes located in each chapter introduce readers to the
underlying theme in the chapter. UNIQUE! Evolve Student Resources includes 230 NCLEX
Exam-Style Interactive Questions per chapter, with correct response and rationales for both correct
and incorrect responses, to encourage self-study and review. UNIQUE! The Learning During School,
for the NCLEX-PN, and Beyond chapter includes new content on the role of simulation in nursing
education and etiquette for electronic device use, such as cell phones and iPods. UNIQUE! The
Personal Health Promotion chapter helps you provide a positive role model for patients with new
content on MyPyramid, the benefits of exercise, personal steps to help prevent hospital-acquired
infections, burnout versus stress, and tips for personal safety. UNIQUE! Culture content has been
expanded content addressing the growing needs of patient care for special populations and to help
students develop cultural sensitivity. Includes the latest protocols from NAPNES regarding
standards of practice and educational competencies that LPN/LVN nursing students need to know.
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Chicago Nurse , 1989
  illinois lpn scope of practice: School Nursing Robin Shannon, Catherine F. Yonkaitis,
2025-06-26 Endorsed and promoted by the National Association of School Nurses (NASN), this is the
only comprehensive and current resource for practicing school nurses and students. From the
foundations of practice, roles and functions, legal concerns, and leading and managing within school
settings to the well child, the child with episodic and chronic illness, and behavioral issues, it
encompasses all aspects of the delivery of healthcare services to school-age children, adolescents,
and staff. Written and edited by school nurses and pediatric experts, it features real-world-tested,
best practices based on evidence and experience and content not found anywhere else.
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Journal of the Senate Illinois. General Assembly. Senate, 2007
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Foundations of Nursing Barbara Lauritsen Christensen, Elaine
Oden Kockrow, 2003 An ideal companion text to Adult Health Nursing, this clearly-written, colorful,
and attractively-designed resource has all the fundamentals and skills - maternal and neonatal,
pediatric, geriatric, mental health, community, and leadership content - needed to educate
LPN/LVNs. Used together, these two texts provide all the content covered in the entire LPN/LVN
curriculum. Skills for a wide range of nursing care are presented in a straightforward, step-by-step
format with nursing actions and rationales clearly defined. Clinical Pathways are discussed and
explained. Nursing Care Plans include critical thinking questions and are developed around specific
case studies with an emphasis on patient goals and outcomes. The nursing process is applied
consistently and logically to the discussion of disorders, and appears in complete summary form at
the end of applicable chapters. Nursing Diagnoses paired with disorder-appropriate Nursing
Interventions are screened and highlighted. Therapeutic Dialogue boxes focus on communication
through real-life examples of nurse-patient dialogue. Patient Teaching boxes examine discharge
instructions and health promotion for patients and families. Home Health Considerations boxes
discuss issues facing patients and caregivers in the home care setting. Older Adult Considerations
boxes bring a gerontologic perspective to the analysis of specific disorders. Cultural and Ethnic
Considerations boxes teach students about specific cultural preferences and how to address the
needs of cultural diversity when planning nursing care. Medications tables provide quick access to
action, dosage, precautions, and nursing considerations for commonly used drugs.



  illinois lpn scope of practice: Occupational Licensing: Practices and Policies Benjamin
Shimberg, Barbara F. Esser, Daniel H. Kruger, 1973 Monograph investigating licensing practices
and policies in the USA with respect to occupational qualification - covers paramedical personnel,
construction workers, transport workers and service sector occupations, and includes
recommendations for improving the institutional framework and the effectiveness of licensing
examination and tests. Bibliography pp. 250 to 252.
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Partnership for Learning and Earning Act of 1968, Hearings
Before the General Subcommittee on Education..90-2, on H.R. 15066, a Bill to Amend the Vocational
Education Act of 1963 and for Other Purposes, Washington, D.C., February 20, 21; March 5, 6, 7, 11,
14, 18, 19, 20, 21, 1968 United States. Congress. House. Education and Labor, 1968
  illinois lpn scope of practice: Classified Index of National Labor Relations Board Decisions
and Related Court Decisions , 1995
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CHICAGO — Elizabeth Hug had a choice: wait months to see a doctor to treat her fibromyalgia or
visit a nurse practitioner in the same office immediately. She decided sooner was better than later.
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