
illinois early childhood education
certification
illinois early childhood education certification is a crucial credential for
professionals seeking to work with young children in educational settings
across the state. This certification ensures that educators possess the
necessary knowledge, skills, and competencies to foster child development and
learning effectively. Obtaining Illinois early childhood education
certification involves meeting specific educational prerequisites, completing
approved training programs, and fulfilling state-mandated assessments. This
article provides an in-depth overview of the certification process,
requirements, pathways, and benefits for aspiring early childhood educators
in Illinois. Additionally, it explores the professional opportunities
available to certified individuals and outlines continuing education
obligations to maintain certification status. The information presented here
serves as a comprehensive guide for those dedicated to advancing their
careers in early childhood education within Illinois.
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Understanding Illinois Early Childhood
Education Certification
Illinois early childhood education certification is designed to establish
professional standards for educators working with children from birth through
age eight. This certification validates an educator’s ability to support
early learning and development in a variety of settings, including
preschools, elementary schools, and childcare centers. The state’s
certification framework aligns with national standards and emphasizes
competencies in child growth, development theories, instructional strategies,
and family engagement. Holding this certification is often a requirement for
employment in public and private early childhood programs, reflecting a
commitment to high-quality education and child care.



Purpose and Importance
The primary purpose of Illinois early childhood education certification is to
ensure that educators are well-prepared to meet the diverse needs of young
learners. Certified teachers are equipped with specialized knowledge about
early childhood development stages, health and safety regulations, and
inclusive teaching practices. This certification promotes professional
accountability and fosters continuous improvement within the early childhood
education workforce. Additionally, it contributes to improved educational
outcomes for children by ensuring that educators implement evidence-based
instructional methods and provide nurturing learning environments.

Eligibility Requirements for Certification
To qualify for Illinois early childhood education certification, applicants
must satisfy a set of eligibility criteria established by the Illinois State
Board of Education (ISBE). These requirements ensure that candidates possess
foundational academic qualifications and relevant preparation in early
childhood education.

Educational Background
Applicants typically need to hold at least a bachelor’s degree from an
accredited institution. The degree should include coursework or a major in
early childhood education or a related field such as child development or
elementary education. Some pathways may accept an associate degree combined
with additional experience or training, but a bachelor’s degree is generally
preferred for initial certification.

Required Coursework and Training
Candidates must complete approved coursework that covers essential topics
such as:

Child growth and development

Curriculum planning and instructional strategies

Assessment and observation techniques

Health, safety, and nutrition

Family and community engagement

Special education and inclusion



This coursework ensures educators are prepared to address the holistic needs
of young children and create supportive learning environments.

Background Checks and Professional Conduct
Applicants are required to undergo criminal background checks and
fingerprinting as part of the certification process. Maintaining a record
free of offenses that could jeopardize child safety is mandatory. In
addition, candidates must demonstrate ethical conduct and adherence to
professional standards outlined by the ISBE.

Pathways to Obtain Certification
Illinois offers multiple pathways for individuals seeking early childhood
education certification, accommodating various educational and professional
backgrounds.

Traditional University Route
The most common pathway involves completing a bachelor’s degree program with
an early childhood education focus at an accredited university. These
programs provide comprehensive training and often include student teaching or
practicum experiences in early childhood settings. Graduates of these
programs are eligible to apply for certification upon meeting all state
requirements.

Alternative Route for Career Changers
Individuals who hold a bachelor’s degree in a field other than education can
pursue certification through alternative programs. These programs offer
intensive coursework and practical training designed to prepare candidates
for teaching roles. Alternative certification routes may include online
courses, evening classes, and mentorship opportunities.

Paraprofessional to Teacher Pathway
Paraprofessionals working in early childhood settings may qualify for
certification by completing additional education and passing required
assessments. This pathway supports career advancement for those already
engaged in child care roles and promotes workforce development within the
field.



Certification Application Process
The application process for Illinois early childhood education certification
involves several administrative steps to verify eligibility and
qualifications.

Document Submission
Applicants must submit official transcripts demonstrating completion of
required coursework, along with proof of degree attainment. Additionally,
documentation of completed training hours and any relevant teaching
experience is necessary. Background check results and fingerprinting
clearance must be provided as well.

Examinations
Candidates are required to pass state-approved assessments that evaluate
content knowledge and teaching skills specific to early childhood education.
Common exams include the Illinois Licensure Testing System (ILTS) Early
Childhood Content Area test and the Test of Academic Proficiency (TAP), or
their equivalents.

Application Fees and Processing
The ISBE charges fees for processing certification applications. Fees vary
depending on the type of certification and application pathway. Once the
application and fees are submitted, processing times may take several weeks.
Applicants receive official notification upon approval or if additional
information is required.

Maintaining and Renewing Certification
Illinois early childhood education certification is valid for a specified
period and requires renewal to ensure continuing professional competence.

Continuing Professional Development
Certified educators must complete ongoing professional development activities
to maintain their certification. These activities may include workshops,
college courses, conferences, or training related to early childhood
education best practices. The ISBE mandates a minimum number of professional
development hours within each renewal cycle.



Renewal Procedure
Renewal applications must be submitted before the certification expiration
date. Educators must provide evidence of completed professional development
and may need to pay renewal fees. Failure to renew on time can result in
certification lapse, requiring reapplication or additional requirements to
regain certification status.

Career Opportunities with Illinois Early
Childhood Education Certification
Holding Illinois early childhood education certification opens doors to a
variety of professional roles within early childhood and elementary education
sectors.

Employment Settings
Certified educators can work in diverse environments, including:

Public and private preschools

Elementary schools (grades pre-K through 3rd grade)

Head Start programs and federally funded early childhood initiatives

Child care centers and early intervention services

Special education classrooms and inclusive learning environments

Advancement and Specialization
Certification also enables educators to pursue advanced roles such as
curriculum specialists, early childhood program coordinators, or
administrators. Additional certifications or endorsements in areas like
special education or bilingual education can further enhance career prospects
and salary potential.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Illinois early childhood education



certification?
Illinois early childhood education certification is a credential that
authorizes individuals to teach young children from birth through third grade
in the state of Illinois.

What are the requirements to obtain early childhood
education certification in Illinois?
Requirements include completing a state-approved educator preparation
program, passing the Illinois Licensure Testing System (ILTS) content-area
test for early childhood education, and fulfilling background checks and
other state-mandated criteria.

How long does it take to get certified in early
childhood education in Illinois?
The timeframe varies depending on the education path taken, but typically it
takes 2 to 4 years to complete the required degree and certification
preparation program.

Can out-of-state teachers get early childhood
education certification in Illinois?
Yes, Illinois offers reciprocity for educators certified in other states, but
applicants must meet Illinois-specific requirements, including passing the
state content tests and submitting necessary documentation.

What exams are required for Illinois early childhood
education certification?
Candidates must pass the Illinois Licensure Testing System (ILTS) Early
Childhood Education content-area test, along with any required basic skills
or pedagogy assessments.

Are there alternative routes to early childhood
education certification in Illinois?
Yes, Illinois offers alternative certification programs for individuals who
have a bachelor's degree in a non-education field but want to become
certified early childhood educators.

How can I renew my early childhood education
certification in Illinois?
Certification renewal typically requires completing professional development
hours and submitting a renewal application before the current certificate



expires.

Where can I find approved early childhood education
certification programs in Illinois?
Approved programs are listed on the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE)
website, which provides information on universities and colleges offering
certification preparation.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Early Childhood Education Foundations
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the foundational principles
and standards specific to early childhood education in Illinois. It covers
developmental milestones, state regulations, and best practices for educators
working with young children. Ideal for certification candidates, it aligns
closely with Illinois state requirements and competencies.

2. Preparing for the Illinois Early Childhood Teacher Certification Exam
Designed as a study guide, this book offers practice questions, test-taking
strategies, and detailed explanations tailored to the Illinois certification
exam. It helps candidates review key topics such as child development,
curriculum planning, and classroom management. The book also includes sample
lesson plans and scenarios to enhance practical understanding.

3. Child Development and Learning in Illinois Early Childhood Programs
Focusing on the developmental theories and learning processes relevant to
Illinois early childhood classrooms, this text explores cognitive, social,
and emotional growth in young children. It integrates research-based
approaches with state-specific educational frameworks. Readers gain insights
into fostering inclusive and supportive learning environments.

4. Illinois Early Childhood Education Law and Ethics
This book examines the legal and ethical responsibilities of early childhood
educators in Illinois. It addresses licensing requirements, child protection
laws, and professional standards. Through case studies and discussions,
readers learn how to navigate complex ethical dilemmas while maintaining
compliance with state policies.

5. Curriculum Planning for Illinois Early Childhood Educators
Offering practical guidance, this book helps educators design effective,
developmentally appropriate curricula that meet Illinois Early Learning and
Development Standards. It emphasizes play-based and emergent curriculum
models and includes strategies for assessment and family engagement. The text
supports educators in creating inclusive and culturally responsive learning
experiences.

6. Classroom Management Strategies for Illinois Early Childhood Teachers
This resource provides techniques and approaches tailored for managing young



children in Illinois early childhood settings. It covers positive behavior
support, conflict resolution, and creating safe, nurturing environments. The
book also discusses state guidelines for maintaining classroom safety and
promoting social-emotional development.

7. Assessment and Evaluation in Illinois Early Childhood Education
Focused on the assessment tools and methods used in Illinois early childhood
programs, this book guides educators in observing, documenting, and
interpreting children’s progress. It highlights formative and summative
assessment strategies aligned with state standards. Readers learn to use
assessment data to inform instruction and communicate with families
effectively.

8. Family and Community Engagement in Illinois Early Childhood Education
This book explores the vital role of families and communities in supporting
early childhood education in Illinois. It offers strategies for building
strong partnerships, respecting cultural diversity, and involving families in
the learning process. The text also addresses collaboration with community
resources and agencies to enhance child development.

9. Inclusive Practices for Illinois Early Childhood Educators
Emphasizing equity and accessibility, this book provides guidance on
implementing inclusive education practices in Illinois early childhood
settings. It covers adapting curriculum and environments to meet diverse
needs, including children with disabilities. The book aligns with Illinois
state policies promoting inclusion and offers practical strategies for
differentiation.
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Foundation for Success, 2015-07-23 Children are already learning at birth, and they develop and
learn at a rapid pace in their early years. This provides a critical foundation for lifelong progress,
and the adults who provide for the care and the education of young children bear a great
responsibility for their health, development, and learning. Despite the fact that they share the same
objective - to nurture young children and secure their future success - the various practitioners who
contribute to the care and the education of children from birth through age 8 are not acknowledged
as a workforce unified by the common knowledge and competencies needed to do their jobs well.
Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 8 explores the science of child
development, particularly looking at implications for the professionals who work with children. This
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report examines the current capacities and practices of the workforce, the settings in which they
work, the policies and infrastructure that set qualifications and provide professional learning, and
the government agencies and other funders who support and oversee these systems. This book then
makes recommendations to improve the quality of professional practice and the practice
environment for care and education professionals. These detailed recommendations create a
blueprint for action that builds on a unifying foundation of child development and early learning,
shared knowledge and competencies for care and education professionals, and principles for
effective professional learning. Young children thrive and learn best when they have secure, positive
relationships with adults who are knowledgeable about how to support their development and
learning and are responsive to their individual progress. Transforming the Workforce for Children
Birth Through Age 8 offers guidance on system changes to improve the quality of professional
practice, specific actions to improve professional learning systems and workforce development, and
research to continue to build the knowledge base in ways that will directly advance and inform
future actions. The recommendations of this book provide an opportunity to improve the quality of
the care and the education that children receive, and ultimately improve outcomes for children.
  illinois early childhood education certification: Directory of Selected Early Childhood
Programs , 1993
  illinois early childhood education certification: Requirements for Certification of
Teachers, Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools,
2005-2006, Seventieth Edition Elizabeth A. Kaye, 2005-09 This annual volume, conveniently
organized by state, offers the most complete and current listings of the requirements for
certification of a wide range of educational professionals at the elementary and secondary levels.
Changes to requirements resulting from the federal No Child Left Behind Act, paired with state
budget deficits and understaffed certification offices, have made it especially difficult to access this
information. Now more than ever, Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making
much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  illinois early childhood education certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, Seventy-seventh
Edition, 2012-2013 Elizabeth A. Kaye, 2012-10-15 This annual volume offers the most complete and
current listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of educational professionals at
the elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making
much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  illinois early childhood education certification: Against Race- and Class-Based Pedagogy in
Early Childhood Education Stephanie C. Smith, 2016-04-29 This book examines differing classroom
pedagogies in two early childhood programs serving vulnerable populations in Chicago, one program
Reggio Emilia-inspired, while the other uses a more didactic pedagogy. The structure of classroom
pedagogies is defined using Basil Bernstein's theories of visible and invisible pedagogy.
  illinois early childhood education certification: Handbook of Early Childhood Teacher
Education Leslie J. Couse, Susan L. Recchia, 2015-07-24 This handbook synthesizes both
contemporary research and best practices in early childhood teacher education, a unique segment of
teacher education defined by its focus on child development, the role of the family, and support for
all learners. The first volume of its kind, the Handbook of Early Childhood Teacher Education
provides comprehensive coverage on key topics in the field, including the history of early childhood
teacher education programs, models for preparing early childhood educators, pedagogical
approaches to supporting diverse learners, and contemporary influences on this quickly expanding
area of study. Appropriate for early childhood teacher educators as well as both pre- and in-service
teachers working with children from birth through 8, this handbook articulates the unique features
of early childhood teacher education, highlighting the strengths and limitations of current practice
as based in empirical research. It concludes by charting future directions for research with an aim to
improve the preparation of early childhood educators.
  illinois early childhood education certification: Resources in Education , 2000-10



  illinois early childhood education certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, Eighty-second
Edition, 2017-2018 Colleen M. Frankhart, 2017-10-27 Why do we need such a book of requirements
in our electronic age? Since a concise, accessible summary of relevant information is not
consistently available on the Web sites of individual states, this balcony view compilation of state
certification regulations enables readers to access and compare information either about different
positions within a single state or about a single position in different states. Given the differences in
information and formats of the state Web sites, this annual volume continues to offer the most
complete and timely listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of professionals at
the elementary and secondary school levels available in a single volume. -- Provided by publisher.
  illinois early childhood education certification: Using a Competency Development
Process Model in Higher Education Nancy Latham, Johnna Darragh Ernst, Tiffany Freeze,
Stephanie Bernoteit, Bradford White, 2023-07-03 What if educational programs designed curriculum
with the end in mind, teaching and assessing only the knowledge and skills necessary for success in
the workplace and broader life applications? Competency-Based Education (CBE) provides an
answer to questions such as this one that key stakeholders such as employers, learners, parents, and
educators are asking. In this book, the authors offer a Competency Development Process Model
(CDPM) with unique features that emphasize the interdependence of competencies, assessments,
and a robust learning journey within a fully developed career pathway. Two case examples are used
throughout the book to contextualize the CDPM. There are seven steps of the model: ·Step 1: Define
the Problem·Step 2: Establish the Competency Framework·Step 3: Draft the Competency
Statements·Step 4: Establish Competency Measurability·Step 5: Develop Competency
Assessments·Step 6: Adopt and Implement Competencies in Learning Journey and Credentialing
Systems·Step 7: Evaluate Impact Over TimeThe model addresses the importance of situating
competencies within a professional learning context using a backward design approach. In doing so,
the model aims to elevate the work of designing competencies from merely developing a list of
expectations to in-depth analysis and design, with the goal of developing competencies that can be
readily used for assessment and career pathway development.Each step in the CDPM is treated as a
chapter, and each chapter identifies the central question that must be answered, provides an
overview of the tasks in the step, and illustrates the steps in action through the two case examples.
Each chapter concludes with “Your Turn”—guiding questions for the reader to apply the step to their
own context.
  illinois early childhood education certification: Universal Preschool Brenda K. Bushouse,
2009-02-23 Winner of the 2011 Virginia A. Hodgkinson Book Prize presented by the Association for
Research on Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Action (ARNOVA) The spectacular recent
success of state-funded preschool education is revealed and explained in this absorbing study. A
quiet revolution has been underway in American education policy since 1995, with forty-one states
and the District of Columbia creating some form of state-funded preschool learning. Brenda K.
Bushouse tells why it became politically advantageous for state legislators to support universal
access to preschool programs and how political and budgetary stability was achieved to spur this
initiative. In 2001, the Pew Charitable Trusts announced an ambitious new giving program aimed at
creating universal preschool for all three- and four-year-olds. Bushouse reveals Pew's unorthodox
giving program and complex strategy for advancing universal preschool policy change.
  illinois early childhood education certification: Visible Learning in Early Childhood Kateri
Thunder, John Almarode, John Hattie, 2021-09-13 Make learning visible in the early years Early
childhood is a uniquely sensitive time, when young learners are rapidly developing across multiple
domains, including language and literacy, mathematics, and motor skills. Knowing which teaching
strategies work best and when can have a significant impact on a child’s development and future
success. Visible Learning in Early Childhood investigates the critical years between ages 3 and 6
and, backed by evidence from the Visible Learning® research, explores seven core strategies for
learning success: working together as evaluators, setting high expectations, measuring learning with



explicit success criteria, establishing developmentally appropriate levels of learning, viewing
mistakes as opportunities, continually seeking feedback, and balancing surface, deep, and transfer
learning. The authors unpack the symbiotic relationship between these seven tenets through
Authentic examples of diverse learners and settings Voices of master teachers from the US, UK, and
Australia Multiple assessment and differentiation strategies Multidisciplinary approaches depicting
mathematics, literacy, art and music, social-emotional learning, and more Using the Visible Learning
research, teachers partner with children to encourage high expectations, developmentally
appropriate practices, the right level of challenge, and a focus on explicit success criteria. Get
started today and watch your young learners thrive!
  illinois early childhood education certification: Early Childhood Education Policy Study ,
1985
  illinois early childhood education certification: Whatever Happened to Inclusion? Phil
Smith, 2010 Law, policy, and practice in the United States has long held that students with
disabilities - including those with intellectual disabilities - have the right to a free and appropriate
public education, in a non-restrictive environment. Yet very few of these students are fully included
in general education classrooms. Educational systems use loopholes to segregate students;
universities regularly fail to train teachers to include students; and state regulators fail to provide
the necessary leadership and funding to implement policies of inclusion. Whatever Happened to
Inclusion? reports on the inclusion of students with intellectual disabilities from national and state
perspectives, outlining the abject failure of schools to provide basic educational rights to students
with significant disabilities in America. The book then describes the changes that must be made in
teacher preparation programs, policy, funding, and local schools to make the inclusion of students
with intellectual disabilities a reality.
  illinois early childhood education certification: Windows on Learning Judy Harris Helm,
Sallee Beneke, Kathy Steinheimer, 2007 Completely updated, this popular guide provides teachers
with a proven method for documenting (collecting, analyzing, and displaying) young children’s work.
Written by teachers for teachers, it also shows principals, curriculum coordinators, and directors of
early intervention programs how to develop children’s portfolios to share with parents or to use for
assessment and other accountability purposes. “This lively, informative book poses a remarkable
challenge to teachers—to grow themselves while growing young children. Being creatively
accountable is hard work and the stories told here describe both the work, how it’s done, and its
joyful rewards for teachers and children.” —Elizabeth Jones, Pacific Oaks College “This book
provides a set of windows on children’s lives and how teachers can enter into those lives and enrich
them through high-quality teaching. The authors have created an inspiring volume, a challenging set
of ideas, and an invaluable resource for early childhood educators.” —Samuel J. Meisels, University
of Michigan “[A] thoughtful, up-to-date guide to assessing and documenting children’s work. . . . The
authors give clear, practical advice on how to collect, analyze, and display children’s work in
meaningful ways.” —Scholastic Early Childhood Today (on first edition) “Many teachers find it
frustrating to hear the rich and exciting learning experiences they provide described as ‘nothing.’
Windows on Learning skillfully addresses the challenge faced by early childhood educators wishing
to share classroom experiences with parents, administrators, and peers. The authors offer a timely
and fresh approach to documenting children’s learning and work.” —Childhood Education (on first
edition)
  illinois early childhood education certification: Learning to Teach in an Era of Privatization
Christopher A. Lubienski, T. Jameson Brewer, 2019 Education policymakers often demonstrate
surprisingly little awareness of how popular reforms impact teaching and teacher education. In this
book, well-regarded scholars help readers develop a more robust understanding of the nature of
teacher preparation, as well as an in-depth grasp of how popular policies, practices, and ideologies
have taken root domestically and internationally. Contributors include Deron Boyles, Anthony Cody,
Kerry Kretchmar, Carmen Montecinos, Beth Sondel, and Christopher Tienken. “This book will help
readers consider the possibilities of democratic visions in the teaching profession and in public



education, particularly in this time of intense political polarization when critical citizen engagement
with our public institutions and policies is deeply needed.” —Janelle Scott, University of California,
Berkeley “The chapters in this book make clear that ongoing policy disconnects cannot be ignored
and that now is the time to elevate the teaching profession for students who have faced historical
inequities.” —Julian Vasquez Heilig, dean, University of Kentucky College of Education “Public
teaching and teacher education in the U.S. and in many other parts of the world are under assault by
concerted efforts to deregulate and marketize them. This collection of essays examines the
consequences of these privatization efforts in the U.S., Chile, and Singapore and should be required
reading for those wanting to understand their complexity and consequences for teaching and
teacher education today.” —Ken Zeichner, Boeing Professor of Teacher Education, University of
Washington
  illinois early childhood education certification: Comprehensive Child Development Act of
1971 United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Select Subcommittee on
Education, 1971
  illinois early childhood education certification: Comprehensive Child Development Act of
1971 United States. Congress. House. Education and Labor, 1971
  illinois early childhood education certification: Teacher Certification Requirements in All
Fifty States, 2003-2004 Joel E. Boydston, 2003
  illinois early childhood education certification: Requirements for Certification of
Teachers, Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools,
Eighty-Third Edition, 2018–2019 Colleen M. Frankhart, 2018-11-26 This annual volume offers the
most complete and current listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of
educational professionals at the elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a
valuable resource, making much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  illinois early childhood education certification: Requirements for Certification of
Teachers, Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools,
Eighty-Eighth Edition, 2023-2024 Alain Park, 2023-11-09 The authoritative annual guide to the
requirements for certification of teachers. This annual volume offers the most complete and current
listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of educational professionals at the
elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making
much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
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