
illinois state historical society

illinois state historical society stands as a pivotal institution dedicated to preserving, studying, and

promoting the rich history of Illinois. Established to safeguard the state’s heritage, the society offers

invaluable resources for historians, educators, researchers, and the general public interested in

Illinois’s cultural and historical legacy. This article delves into the origins, mission, and key activities of

the Illinois State Historical Society, highlighting its role in education, archival preservation, and

community engagement. Additionally, it provides insight into the society’s collections, publications, and

events, illustrating how it fosters statewide historical awareness. Readers will gain a comprehensive

understanding of the Illinois State Historical Society’s contributions to maintaining the state’s historical

narrative and ensuring its accessibility for future generations.
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History and Mission of the Illinois State Historical Society

The Illinois State Historical Society was founded in the late 19th century with the primary goal of

preserving the state’s historical documents, artifacts, and stories. Since its inception, the society has

been committed to promoting a deeper understanding of Illinois’s past through research, preservation,



and education. The mission emphasizes the collection and protection of historical materials related to

the state, as well as providing a platform for historical discourse and scholarship. Over the decades, it

has evolved into a respected authority on Illinois history, collaborating with various cultural institutions

and government agencies to fulfill its objectives.

Founding and Development

The society was officially established to create a centralized organization tasked with gathering

historical records and promoting interest in Illinois history. Its development included expanding archival

holdings and increasing public engagement through various programs. The society’s founders

recognized the importance of documenting the state’s diverse heritage, including Native American

history, pioneer settlements, industrial growth, and political developments.

Core Mission and Vision

The core mission of the Illinois State Historical Society is to preserve and share Illinois’s history for

educational and cultural enrichment. It envisions a future where the state’s rich historical resources are

accessible to all residents and scholars. The society strives to ensure the integrity and longevity of

historical materials while fostering a community that values historical knowledge.

Collections and Archives

The Illinois State Historical Society maintains expansive collections that serve as essential repositories

of the state’s history. These archives include manuscripts, photographs, maps, newspapers, and

artifacts that document Illinois’s social, economic, and political evolution. The society’s holdings are

invaluable for research and provide insights into critical periods such as the Civil War, industrialization,

and migration patterns within the state.



Manuscripts and Documents

The manuscript collection encompasses personal papers, official records, and correspondence from

prominent Illinois figures and everyday citizens. These documents offer firsthand accounts and detailed

records that illuminate the state’s historical landscape. Researchers utilize these materials to study

topics ranging from local government history to cultural transformations.

Photographs and Visual Materials

Visual archives include thousands of photographs capturing key moments and locations throughout

Illinois history. These images provide a visual narrative that complements written records, helping

historians and the public visualize the past. The society carefully preserves these materials to prevent

deterioration and to maintain historical accuracy.

Artifact Collections

Artifacts held by the society range from household items and clothing to tools and memorabilia that

reflect daily life in various eras. These tangible objects offer a unique perspective on historical lifestyles

and technological advancements within the state. The society often displays select artifacts in

exhibitions to engage the public.
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Artifacts and memorabilia

Educational Programs and Outreach

The Illinois State Historical Society is dedicated to educational outreach that promotes historical

literacy among students, educators, and the community at large. Its programs include workshops,

lectures, and curriculum development support aimed at enhancing the teaching and understanding of

Illinois history. Through partnerships with schools and universities, the society fosters an environment

where history is actively studied and appreciated.

Teacher Resources and Curriculum Support

The society provides educators with resources such as lesson plans, primary source materials, and

professional development workshops. These tools enable teachers to incorporate Illinois history into

their classrooms effectively, encouraging critical thinking and engagement among students.

Public Lectures and Workshops

Regular lectures and workshops hosted by the society bring historians and experts to share insights on

various aspects of Illinois history. These events are designed to reach diverse audiences and stimulate

interest in the state’s past through interactive and informative sessions.

Community Engagement Initiatives

Community programs include historical walking tours, heritage celebrations, and collaborative projects

with local historical societies. These initiatives aim to connect residents with their heritage and promote

preservation efforts at the grassroots level.



Publications and Research Support

The Illinois State Historical Society is known for its scholarly publications that contribute significantly to

the field of Illinois history. These include journals, books, newsletters, and research guides that

disseminate new findings and foster academic dialogue. The society supports researchers by providing

access to its archives and expert assistance in navigating complex historical materials.

Illinois Historical Journal

The society publishes a peer-reviewed journal featuring articles, essays, and book reviews related to

Illinois history. This journal serves as a key platform for historians to present original research and

analysis, enriching the broader understanding of the state’s historical themes.

Books and Monographs

In addition to the journal, the society produces and sponsors books that cover significant historical

topics and biographies of notable Illinois figures. These publications are valuable resources for both

academic and general audiences interested in the state’s history.

Research Assistance and Resources

Researchers benefit from the society’s dedicated staff who offer guidance on accessing archival

materials and interpreting historical data. The society also compiles comprehensive research guides to

facilitate study in specialized areas of Illinois history.

Events and Community Engagement

The Illinois State Historical Society actively organizes events that celebrate and promote the state’s

historical heritage. These gatherings serve to educate the public, honor historical milestones, and



recognize contributions to Illinois’s cultural landscape. Through these events, the society strengthens

community ties and encourages widespread participation in historical preservation.

Annual Conferences and Meetings

The society hosts annual conferences that bring together historians, educators, archivists, and

enthusiasts to discuss recent developments in Illinois history. These meetings feature presentations,

panel discussions, and networking opportunities that foster collaboration and knowledge exchange.

Awards and Recognition Programs

Recognizing outstanding contributions to Illinois history, the society presents awards to individuals and

organizations that have significantly advanced historical research, preservation, or education. These

accolades highlight excellence and inspire continued dedication to the field.

Public Exhibits and Heritage Celebrations

Periodic exhibits and heritage festivals organized by the society showcase important historical themes

and artifacts. These public events engage diverse audiences and promote awareness of Illinois’s

unique historical identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Illinois State Historical Society?

The Illinois State Historical Society is a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving and promoting

the history of Illinois through publications, programs, and events.



When was the Illinois State Historical Society founded?

The Illinois State Historical Society was founded in 1899 to foster interest in Illinois history and support

historical research.

Where is the Illinois State Historical Society located?

The Illinois State Historical Society is headquartered in Springfield, Illinois, the state capital.

What types of events does the Illinois State Historical Society host?

The society hosts lectures, conferences, workshops, and awards ceremonies focused on Illinois history

and heritage.

Does the Illinois State Historical Society publish any journals or

books?

Yes, the society publishes the Illinois Historical Journal, featuring scholarly articles on Illinois history,

as well as other books and pamphlets.

How can I become a member of the Illinois State Historical Society?

Membership is open to anyone interested in Illinois history and can be obtained by applying through

the society’s website and paying the annual dues.

What resources does the Illinois State Historical Society provide for

educators?

The society offers educational materials, lesson plans, and access to historical archives to support

teaching Illinois history in schools.



Are there volunteer opportunities at the Illinois State Historical

Society?

Yes, the society welcomes volunteers to assist with events, archival work, research, and community

outreach programs.

How does the Illinois State Historical Society support historical

research?

The society provides access to archives, publishes research, offers grants and scholarships, and hosts

conferences for historians.

Can the public access the archives of the Illinois State Historical

Society?

Yes, the archives are accessible to the public by appointment, and some materials are available online

through the society’s digital collections.

Additional Resources

1. Illinois: A History of the Prairie State

This comprehensive volume explores Illinois from its early Native American inhabitants through its

development into a major industrial and agricultural hub. The book highlights key events, such as

statehood, the rise of Chicago, and the impact of the Civil War on Illinois. Richly illustrated with

photographs and maps, it provides readers with a vivid understanding of the state's dynamic history.

2. The Illinois State Historical Society: A Centennial Celebration

This book commemorates 100 years of the Illinois State Historical Society, detailing its founding,

growth, and contributions to preserving the state’s heritage. It includes essays from prominent

historians and showcases significant archival projects undertaken by the Society. Readers gain insight



into the organization's role in promoting Illinois history education and public awareness.

3. Pioneers of Illinois: Settlers and Communities

Focusing on the early settlers of Illinois, this book delves into the challenges and triumphs of pioneer

life. It documents migration patterns, settlement establishments, and the transformation of the Illinois

landscape. Personal diaries and letters enrich the narrative, providing firsthand accounts of frontier

experiences.

4. Chicago and Illinois: A Tale of Two Cities

This title examines the intertwined histories of Chicago and the rest of Illinois, emphasizing their

economic, social, and political connections. It traces Chicago’s rise as a metropolis alongside the

development of smaller towns and rural areas. The book also covers key historical moments, such as

the Great Chicago Fire and the city's role in industry and transportation.

5. Illinois in the Civil War: Soldiers, Statesmen, and Society

Highlighting Illinois’s significant role during the Civil War, this book explores the contributions of Illinois

soldiers, political leaders, and civilians. It discusses military campaigns, recruitment efforts, and the

war’s social impact within the state. The narrative is supported by letters, military records, and

contemporary newspaper accounts.

6. Historic Landmarks of Illinois

This illustrated guide showcases the architectural and historical landmarks across Illinois, including

homes, government buildings, and battlefields. The book provides historical context for each site,

emphasizing their importance to Illinois’s cultural heritage. It serves as an excellent resource for history

enthusiasts and travelers alike.

7. Women of Illinois: Pioneers in History and Society

Celebrating the often-overlooked contributions of Illinois women, this book profiles influential figures in

politics, education, social reform, and the arts. It covers suffrage movements, community leadership,

and pioneering careers that shaped the state’s development. Through biographies and historical

essays, readers gain a deeper appreciation for women's roles in Illinois history.



8. Illinois Railroads and the Growth of the State

This book chronicles the crucial role railroads played in Illinois’s economic expansion and settlement

patterns. It details the construction of major rail lines, their impact on commerce and migration, and the

technological innovations involved. The narrative is enriched by maps, photographs, and firsthand

accounts from railroad workers and passengers.

9. Native Peoples of Illinois: History and Heritage

Focusing on the indigenous cultures that inhabited Illinois long before European settlement, this book

explores the history, traditions, and legacies of Native American tribes in the region. It addresses

archaeological findings, cultural practices, and the effects of colonization. The work aims to provide a

respectful and thorough understanding of Illinois’s original inhabitants.
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