
illinois special education law

illinois special education law governs the rights and services provided to children with disabilities
within the state of Illinois. These laws ensure that eligible students receive appropriate educational
accommodations and support tailored to their unique needs. Illinois special education law aligns with
federal mandates, such as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), while incorporating
state-specific guidelines and procedures. This article explores the key components of Illinois special
education law, including eligibility criteria, Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), procedural
safeguards, and dispute resolution mechanisms. Understanding these aspects is essential for parents,
educators, and legal professionals involved in special education within Illinois. The following sections
will provide a comprehensive overview of the legal framework, rights, responsibilities, and processes
that define special education in Illinois.
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Overview of Illinois Special Education Law
Illinois special education law is primarily designed to ensure that children with disabilities receive a
free appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE). The law is rooted
in federal legislation such as IDEA but includes state-specific regulations codified in the Illinois
Administrative Code and the Illinois School Code. Illinois mandates that public schools identify,
evaluate, and provide services to children with disabilities from ages 3 through 21. The state’s
regulations emphasize collaboration among schools, parents, and service providers to meet the
educational needs of students with disabilities effectively.

Federal and State Legal Framework
The foundation of Illinois special education law is the federal IDEA statute, which guarantees special
education services nationwide. Illinois supplements this with additional requirements under the Illinois
School Code, including detailed procedural rules for evaluation, eligibility determination, and service
delivery. Illinois also enforces compliance through the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), which
oversees the implementation of special education programs and ensures adherence to both federal
and state standards.



Key Principles of Illinois Special Education
Illinois special education law is guided by several core principles:

Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE): Ensuring every eligible child receives
educational services at no cost to the family.

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE): Educating children alongside their non-disabled peers
to the maximum extent appropriate.

Parental Involvement: Encouraging active participation of parents in decision-making
processes.

Individualized Education Program (IEP): Developing tailored education plans that address
each student’s unique needs.

Eligibility for Special Education Services
Determining eligibility under Illinois special education law involves a comprehensive evaluation
process to identify whether a child has a disability that adversely affects educational performance.
The law recognizes a range of disability categories, and the evaluation must be conducted by a
multidisciplinary team to assess the child’s strengths and needs thoroughly.

Disability Categories Recognized in Illinois
Illinois special education law recognizes the following primary disability categories for eligibility:

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

Emotional Disability

Intellectual Disability

Specific Learning Disability

Speech or Language Impairment

Other Health Impairment (OHI)

Orthopedic Impairment

Visual or Hearing Impairment

Traumatic Brain Injury

Multiple Disabilities



Evaluation Procedures
Under Illinois special education law, the evaluation process is collaborative and must be conducted
within 60 days of receiving parental consent. This evaluation includes:

Review of existing educational records.1.

Administration of standardized tests and informal assessments.2.

Observation in educational settings.3.

Input from parents, teachers, and specialists.4.

The multidisciplinary team analyzes this data to determine eligibility and identify the appropriate
services and supports.

Individualized Education Program (IEP) Process
The IEP is a cornerstone of Illinois special education law, serving as a customized plan that outlines
the educational goals, services, and accommodations for a student with disabilities. The process is
collaborative, involving educators, parents, and specialists.

Development of the IEP
Once a student is found eligible, an IEP team is convened to develop the educational program. The
team includes the child’s parents or guardians, at least one regular education teacher, a special
education teacher, a representative of the school district, and other relevant service providers. The
IEP must specify:

Current performance levels of the student.

Annual educational goals and objectives.

Special education and related services to be provided.

Accommodations and modifications necessary for participation.

Assessment and progress measurement methods.

Transition services for students age 14 and older.



Review and Revision
Illinois special education law requires that the IEP be reviewed at least annually to assess progress
and make necessary adjustments. Parents have the right to request additional meetings and revisions
to ensure the IEP remains aligned with the student’s evolving needs.

Procedural Safeguards and Parent Rights
Illinois special education law ensures that procedural safeguards protect the rights of students and
their families throughout the special education process. These safeguards promote transparency,
fairness, and active parental involvement.

Notice and Consent
The law mandates that parents receive prior written notice before any evaluation, placement, or
change in services. Parental consent is required for initial evaluations and the provision of special
education services, safeguarding families’ ability to make informed decisions.

Access to Records and Information
Parents have the right to access all educational records related to their child, including evaluations,
IEP documents, and progress reports. Illinois special education law requires schools to provide these
documents promptly and in an understandable format.

Parental Participation
Parents are entitled to participate fully in IEP meetings and decision-making processes. Schools must
facilitate meaningful involvement by providing interpreters, translators, or other supports if needed.

Dispute Resolution and Due Process
Conflicts may arise between parents and schools regarding special education services. Illinois special
education law provides several mechanisms to resolve disputes efficiently and fairly.

Mediation
Mediation is a voluntary, confidential process where a neutral third party assists parents and schools
in reaching an agreement. It is often used to resolve disagreements before pursuing formal legal
action.



Due Process Hearings
If mediation does not resolve the dispute, parents or schools may request a due process hearing. This
formal legal proceeding involves presenting evidence before an impartial hearing officer, who issues a
binding decision regarding the contested issues.

State Complaints
Parents may also file complaints with the Illinois State Board of Education if they believe the school
district has violated special education laws. The ISBE investigates and enforces compliance as
necessary.

Transition Services and Post-Secondary Planning
Illinois special education law emphasizes preparing students with disabilities for life after high school.
Transition planning is a required component of the IEP for students beginning at age 14 and focuses
on developing skills for employment, education, and independent living.

Components of Transition Services
Transition services may include:

Career and vocational training.

Post-secondary education planning.

Community living skills development.

Coordination with adult service agencies.

Role of the IEP Team in Transition
The IEP team collaborates to create a transition plan that reflects the student’s preferences,
strengths, and goals. This plan is reviewed annually and revised as necessary to support successful
post-secondary outcomes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary federal law governing special education



in Illinois?
The primary federal law governing special education in Illinois is the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), which ensures students with disabilities receive free appropriate public
education (FAPE) tailored to their individual needs.

How does Illinois implement Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs) under special education law?
Illinois requires that students eligible for special education have an Individualized Education Program
(IEP) developed by a team including educators, parents, and specialists. The IEP outlines specific
goals, services, and accommodations to support the student’s educational progress.

What are the eligibility criteria for special education services
in Illinois?
To be eligible for special education services in Illinois, a student must have a disability as defined by
IDEA, such as autism, learning disabilities, or emotional disturbances, and require specially designed
instruction to benefit educationally.

What rights do parents have under Illinois special education
law?
Parents in Illinois have the right to participate in IEP meetings, access their child's educational
records, consent to evaluations and placements, request independent evaluations, and dispute
resolutions if they disagree with the school’s decisions.

How does Illinois address discipline for students with
disabilities under special education law?
Illinois follows IDEA guidelines which require schools to conduct a manifestation determination review
before disciplining a student with disabilities for behaviors related to their disability. Schools must
provide appropriate behavioral interventions and cannot suspend or expel a student without
considering their special needs.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Illinois Special Education Law: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth overview of special education laws specific to Illinois. It covers state and
federal regulations, including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) as applied in
Illinois. Educators, parents, and attorneys will find practical guidance on navigating the legal
landscape to advocate effectively for students with disabilities.

2. Special Education Advocacy in Illinois: Rights and Responsibilities
Designed for parents and advocates, this book outlines the rights of students with disabilities under
Illinois law. It explains procedural safeguards, Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), and dispute
resolution processes. The text emphasizes collaboration between families and schools to ensure



compliance and successful educational outcomes.

3. Illinois Special Education Law Handbook
This handbook serves as a quick reference for educators and legal professionals working with special
education cases in Illinois. It summarizes key statutes, case law, and administrative rules. The book
also includes sample forms and checklists to facilitate compliance with state and federal
requirements.

4. Legal Issues in Illinois Special Education
Focusing on current legal challenges, this book analyzes recent court decisions and policy changes
affecting special education in Illinois. It discusses topics such as eligibility criteria, discipline, and
funding. Legal practitioners will benefit from its comprehensive review of precedent and regulatory
interpretations.

5. Practical Guide to IEP Development in Illinois
This guide provides step-by-step instructions for creating effective and legally compliant
Individualized Education Programs within the Illinois public school system. It addresses the roles of
educators, parents, and specialists in the IEP process. Practical tips help ensure that plans meet both
educational and legal standards.

6. Special Education Law and Policy in Illinois Schools
This book explores the intersection of education policy and law in the context of Illinois special
education. It examines how legislative developments impact school practices and student rights.
Educators and administrators will find strategies for implementing policy changes while maintaining
legal compliance.

7. Illinois Disability Rights and Special Education Law
This title highlights the protections afforded to students with disabilities under Illinois law, including
anti-discrimination statutes. It discusses how these laws complement federal mandates to create a
supportive learning environment. The book offers insights into advocacy and legal recourse for
families.

8. Dispute Resolution in Illinois Special Education Cases
Focusing on conflict resolution, this book outlines the processes available in Illinois for resolving
disagreements between families and school districts. It covers mediation, due process hearings, and
state complaints. Practical advice helps stakeholders navigate disputes constructively and avoid
litigation when possible.

9. Funding Special Education in Illinois: Legal and Practical Perspectives
This work examines the complex funding mechanisms that support special education services in
Illinois. It reviews state and federal funding sources, allocation formulas, and compliance
requirements. School administrators and policymakers will find valuable information on securing and
managing resources effectively.
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  illinois special education law: The Comprehensive Guide to Special Education Law
George A. Giuliani, 2012 This useful handbook provides educators with a practical understanding of
the laws that are in place to protect the children with special needs that they support. Written in a
user-friendly Q and A format, it covers all of the key areas of special education law including Free
Appropriate Public Education, related services, and discipline.
  illinois special education law: Special Education Law Laura Rothstein, Scott F. Johnson,
2009-04-02 Special Education Law, 4/E, provides a comprehensive and current overview of the
major laws that apply to the education of children with disabilities.
  illinois special education law: The Essential Special Education Guide for the Regular
Education Teacher Edwards Burns, 2007 The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) of
2004 has placed a renewed emphasis on the importance of the regular classroom, the regular
classroom teacher and the general curriculum as the primary focus of special education. This book
contains over 100 topics that deal with real issues and concerns regarding the regular classroom
and the special education process. These concerns range from requirements for referring a child for
an individual evaluation, school discipline, classroom-based assessment, IEP meetings, inclusion and
mainstreaming, and various legal requirements relating to IDEA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, and the No Child Left Behind act. It stresses the importance that every child with a
disability must have goals to enable the child to be involved in and make progress in the general
education curriculum.OCO Other issues interspersed within this text include classroom needs, the
planning of individualized education programs, and participation in all aspects of the general
curriculum. In order to achieve these goals, support for the regular classroom teacher must be
provided so that children with disabilities can be involved in, and make progress in, the curriculum
and participate in nonacademic activities.
  illinois special education law: Education for All Handicapped Children Act United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Select Education, 1978
  illinois special education law: Children with Learning Disabilities Act of 1969 United
States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. General Subcommittee on Education,
1969
  illinois special education law: Education of the Handicapped Act United States. Congress.
Senate. Committee on Labor and Human Resources. Subcommittee on the Handicapped, 1989
  illinois special education law: Field Hearings on the Education for All Handicapped
Children Act United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee
on Select Education, 1981
  illinois special education law: Handbook of Special Education James M. Kauffman, Daniel P.
Hallahan, Paige Cullen Pullen, 2017-05-25 The purpose of the Handbook of Special Education is to
help profile and bring greater clarity to the already sprawling and continuously expanding field of
special education. To ensure consistency across the volume, chapter authors review and integrate
existing research, identify strengths and weaknesses, note gaps in the literature, and discuss
implications for practice and future research. The second edition has been fully updated throughout
to take into account recent changes to federal laws as well as the most current academic research,
and an entirely new section has been added on research methods in special education.
  illinois special education law: Hearings, Reports, Public Laws United States. Congress.
House. Committee on Education and Labor, 1967
  illinois special education law: Current Catalog National Library of Medicine (U.S.), 1967
Includes subject section, name section, and 1968-1970, technical reports.
  illinois special education law: Hearings United States. Congress. House. Committee on
Education, 1969
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  illinois special education law: Handbook of Leadership and Administration for Special
Education Jean B. Crockett, Bonnie Billingsley, Mary Lynn Boscardin, 2012-05-31 This book brings
together for the first time research informing leadership practice in special education from
preschool through transition into post-secondary settings. It provides comprehensive coverage of 1)
disability policy 2) leadership knowledge, 3) school reform, and 4) effective educational leadership
practices. Broader in scope than previous books, it provides in-depth analysis by prominent scholars
from across the disciplines of both general and special education leadership. Coverage includes
historical roots, policy and legal perspectives, and content supporting collaborative and instructional
leadership that support the administration of special education. Comprehensive – This is the first
book to integrate the knowledge bases of special education and educational leadership as these
fields impact school improvement and the performance of students with disabilities. Chapter
Structure – Chapters provide a review of the knowledge base as well as recommendations for special
education leadership and future research. Multicultural Focus – Addressing special education
leadership within the context of a multicultural society, chapters incorporate content related to the
diversity of families, teachers, and students. Expertise – Chapter authors have made significant
contributions to the knowledge base in their specific areas of study such as educational policy,
special education law and finance, school reform,, organizational management, and instructional
leadership. This book is a reference volume for scholars, leaders, and policy makers and a textbook
for graduate courses in special education, educational administration, and policy studies.
  illinois special education law: Resources in Education , 2001
  illinois special education law: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2002
  illinois special education law: Essential Concepts and School-Based Cases in Special
Education Law Charles J. Russo, Allan G. Osborne, Jr., 2008 A must-read, must-purchase, must-save
reference. Provides relevant cases that can be used as a professional development resource for
teachers and the leadership team, presents a clear explanation of laws for graduate courses, and
offers an educational chronology for educators.--Marian White Hood, PrincipalErnest Everett Just
Middle School, Mitchellville, MD This book is a valuable resource for principals, directors of special
education, superintendents, members of boards of directors, professors, and aspiring
educators.--Peter Hilts, PrincipalThe Classical Academy, Colorado Springs, CO A concise, case-based
desk reference about issues that affect special education! The ideal resource for practicing or
aspiring school leaders, this comprehensive book by special education law experts explores the most
difficult and contentious areas of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act and its
accompanying regulations. The authors synthesize concepts from leading special education cases
and provide excerpts from selected legal decisions to help educators understand and more easily
navigate the most pressing issues in special education law. Readers will find assistance in
examining: Entitlement to special education services Procedural due process Free Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) Related services, assistive technology, and transition services Disciplinary
sanctions for students with disabilities Dispute resolution Anti-discrimination laws This text serves
as a current and concise desk reference for educators, increasing their awareness of the legal
requirements related to special education and strengthening their ability to work effectively with
families and students.
  illinois special education law: Special Education Law and Policy Jacqueline A. Rodriguez,
Wendy W. Murawski, 2020-12-18 Understanding the relationship between law, advocacy, and
Special Education is crucial for those who educate and advocate on behalf of students with
disabilities. Special Education Law and Policy: From Foundation to Application provides a
framework for understanding and implementing the law as it applies to students with disabilities and
their families. Dr. Rodriguez and Dr. Murawski crafted a textbook that distills complex legal
concepts into a digestible format to ensure readers understand their roles as teachers, counselors,
administrators, and advocates. Their clear and accessible style of writing is intended for students
and practitioners and offers case law and real-world examples to highlight the effective application



of both law and policy. With contributions from experienced educators and legal professionals,
readers will gather the foundational knowledge they need to support students, families, and schools.
This is the text that every administrator, teacher, and advocate will want at their fingertips! Key
Features: * Authentic case studies of challenging issues resolved from different perspectives *
Chapter objectives and summaries to improve retention * Boxes throughout the text with key terms,
concepts, and checks for understanding * Putting it in Practice and Application in Action boxes with
real-world examples from case law * For Further Consideration sections at the end of each chapter
with discussion questions, case law, and additional resources
  illinois special education law: The Revised Statutes of the State of Illinois, 1897 Illinois, 1897
  illinois special education law: Education Legislation, 1967, Hearings Before the
Subcommittee on Education United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Labor and Public
Welfare, 1967
  illinois special education law: Education Legislation, 1967 United States. Congress.
Senate. Committee on Labor and Public Welfare. Subcommittee on Education, 1967
  illinois special education law: Special Education Transition Services for Students with
Disabilities Jeffrey P. Bakken, Festus E. Obiakor, 2019-11-26 This book discusses the considerable
challenges students with disabilities conquer in education, varying from relationships with teachers
and academics, learning resources, and everyday social situations.
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