
illinois basketball coach history
illinois basketball coach history is a rich and evolving story that reflects the growth of
college basketball within the state and the University of Illinois. Over the decades, the
Illinois basketball program has seen a series of influential coaches who have shaped its
identity, on-court success, and national reputation. From early pioneers to modern
strategists, each coach has contributed uniquely to the development of the team. This
article explores the key figures in Illinois basketball coach history, highlighting their
achievements, coaching philosophies, and impact on the sport. Additionally, it examines
notable coaching milestones, legendary seasons, and the broader legacy left by these
basketball leaders. The overview will provide readers with a comprehensive understanding
of how coaching has influenced Illinois basketball through the years.

Early Years of Illinois Basketball Coaching

Mid-20th Century Coaching Legends

Modern Era Coaches and Achievements

Coaching Philosophies and Styles

Impact and Legacy of Illinois Basketball Coaches

Early Years of Illinois Basketball Coaching
The foundation of Illinois basketball coach history dates back to the early 1900s when the
sport was still gaining popularity at the collegiate level. The University of Illinois men’s
basketball program began to formalize its coaching staff and strategies during this time.
Early coaches focused primarily on developing fundamental skills and establishing a
competitive team culture. These pioneering coaches laid the groundwork for future
success by emphasizing discipline, teamwork, and physical conditioning.

First Coaches and Program Beginnings
The initial coaches of Illinois basketball were often faculty members or part-time staff who
balanced coaching duties with other responsibilities. The early coaching records show a
modest level of success but significant challenges, such as limited resources and the
evolving rules of basketball. These coaches played a critical role in introducing organized
basketball to the university and setting competitive standards within the Big Ten
Conference.



Notable Early Figures
Among the early basketball coaches, names like Ralph Jones and J. Craig Ruby stand out.
Ralph Jones, coaching in the 1910s, helped establish Illinois as a competitive program in
the Midwest. J. Craig Ruby, who coached in the 1920s and 1930s, further built on that
foundation by leading the team to some of its earliest winning seasons and Big Ten
conference successes.

Mid-20th Century Coaching Legends
The mid-1900s marked a period of growth and national recognition for Illinois basketball,
driven by legendary coaches who elevated the program’s status. This era saw the
integration of more sophisticated basketball tactics, recruitment of top high school talent,
and improved training methods. These coaches are remembered for their competitive
drive and contributions to college basketball’s evolution.

Lou Henson's Impact
Lou Henson is arguably one of the most influential coaches in Illinois basketball coach
history. Serving from 1975 to 1996, Henson revitalized the program by leading the
Fighting Illini to multiple NCAA tournament appearances, including a Final Four berth in
1989. His coaching style combined strong defense with a balanced offense, and he was
known for developing players who excelled both on and off the court.

Harry Combes Era
Preceding Lou Henson, Harry Combes coached Illinois from 1947 to 1967 and was
responsible for some of the program’s most successful seasons. Combes led the team to
three Big Ten championships and multiple NCAA tournament bids. His tenure is noted for
its consistency and for helping bring Illinois basketball into national prominence during
the post-war years.

Modern Era Coaches and Achievements
In recent decades, Illinois basketball coach history has been characterized by a mix of
rebuilding phases and competitive resurgence. Modern coaches have embraced advanced
analytics, recruiting strategies, and media engagement to maintain the program’s
relevance. The 21st century has seen Illinois contend regularly in the NCAA tournament
and produce NBA-level talent.

Bruce Weber's Tenure
Bruce Weber coached Illinois from 2003 to 2012 and is credited with restoring the
program’s competitiveness after a period of instability. Weber led the Fighting Illini to the



NCAA championship game in 2005, marking one of the high points in recent history. His
teams were known for disciplined defense and effective half-court offense, with an
emphasis on teamwork and toughness.

John Groce and Brad Underwood
Following Weber, John Groce and Brad Underwood have continued to shape Illinois
basketball’s modern era. Groce guided the team to an NCAA tournament Sweet Sixteen
appearance, while Underwood, who began coaching in 2017, has been praised for his
energetic coaching style and ability to recruit top talent. Underwood’s tenure has seen the
Fighting Illini regain national attention through strong Big Ten performances.

Coaching Philosophies and Styles
The diverse coaching philosophies throughout Illinois basketball coach history reflect the
changing nature of college basketball and the individual strengths of each coach. From
defensive-minded approaches to fast-paced offensive systems, Illinois coaches have
adapted their strategies to maximize team performance and player development.

Defensive Emphasis
Many Illinois coaches have prioritized a strong defensive foundation, believing that
limiting opponents’ scoring opportunities is key to winning games. Coaches like Lou
Henson and Bruce Weber exemplified this philosophy by crafting teams that excelled in
defensive efficiency and rebounding.

Offensive Innovations
Other coaches introduced innovative offensive schemes to keep pace with evolving
basketball trends. This includes incorporating motion offenses, three-point shooting, and
fast breaks to create scoring opportunities. Brad Underwood, in particular, has
emphasized pace and space, encouraging aggressive perimeter shooting and quick
transitions.

Focus on player fundamentals and team cohesion

Adaptation to changes in basketball rules and styles

Balancing recruitment with player development

Emphasis on academic and personal growth of athletes



Impact and Legacy of Illinois Basketball Coaches
The coaches who have led Illinois basketball have left a lasting legacy on the program and
the sport at large. Their successes have contributed to the university’s athletic prestige
and inspired future generations of players and coaches. The history of Illinois basketball
coaching is one of resilience, innovation, and dedication to excellence.

Contribution to College Basketball
Illinois coaches have influenced college basketball through their competitive
achievements, development of playing styles, and mentorship of notable players. Many
have been recognized with awards and honors, underscoring their importance within the
sport’s community.

Influence on Players and the Program
Beyond wins and losses, Illinois basketball coaches have impacted countless athletes’ lives
by fostering skills, discipline, and leadership. Their focus on holistic development has
helped shape players who succeed both professionally and personally. The program’s
sustained competitiveness is a testament to the strong coaching foundation established
over more than a century.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of the Illinois Fighting
Illini men's basketball team?
The first head coach of the Illinois Fighting Illini men's basketball team was Elwood
Brown, who coached the team during the 1905-1906 season.

Which Illinois basketball coach has the most wins in
program history?
Lou Henson holds the record for the most wins as Illinois basketball coach, with 423
victories from 1975 to 1996.

Who was the Illinois basketball coach during the 2005
NCAA Championship game appearance?
Bruce Weber was the head coach during the 2004-2005 season when Illinois reached the
NCAA Championship game.



When did Bill Self coach Illinois basketball, and what
impact did he have?
Bill Self coached Illinois for one season (2000-2001) before leaving for the University of
Kansas; he helped recruit key players and improved the team’s competitiveness during his
tenure.

How has Brad Underwood influenced Illinois basketball
since becoming head coach?
Since becoming head coach in 2017, Brad Underwood has revitalized the Illinois program,
leading the team to multiple NCAA Tournament appearances and a Big Ten regular-season
title in 2021.

Which Illinois basketball coach was inducted into the
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame?
Lou Henson, who coached Illinois from 1975 to 1996, was inducted into the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 2015.

Additional Resources
1. Fighting Illini: The History of Illinois Basketball Coaching Legends
This book chronicles the storied history of Illinois basketball through the lens of its most
influential coaches. From the early days to modern times, it explores how each coach
shaped the program's identity and success. Readers gain insight into the challenges and
triumphs faced by these leaders on and off the court.

2. Legacy on the Court: Illinois Basketball Coaches and Their Impact
Focusing on the transformative impact of Illinois basketball coaches, this book delves into
their coaching philosophies and the culture they fostered within the program. It highlights
pivotal seasons and key games that defined their tenures. The narrative also examines
how these coaches influenced players and the broader basketball community.

3. From Champaign to Glory: The Coaches Behind Illinois Basketball
This comprehensive history details the journey of Illinois basketball through the careers of
its head coaches. Featuring profiles and anecdotes, it captures the evolution of coaching
styles and strategies over decades. The book also discusses the recruitment battles and
the development of Illinois as a basketball powerhouse.

4. Orange and Blue Leaders: Illinois Basketball Coaching Chronicles
An in-depth look at the coaches who wore the orange and blue with pride, this book
celebrates their dedication and leadership. It highlights how each coach contributed to
building a competitive and respected program in college basketball. The stories include
both celebrated victories and moments of rebuilding.

5. Illini Hoops: The Coaches Who Made a Difference
This title explores the personal stories and professional achievements of Illinois basketball



coaches throughout history. It offers readers a behind-the-scenes view of the pressures
and politics involved in collegiate coaching. The book also discusses the legacy these
coaches left for future generations.

6. Heart of the Illini: Stories of Illinois Basketball Coaches
Combining interviews, historical records, and player testimonials, this book paints a vivid
picture of the coaching legends at Illinois. It emphasizes their passion for the game and
commitment to mentoring student-athletes. The narrative also considers the broader
impact of these coaches on the university and community.

7. Orange Legacy: The Evolution of Illinois Basketball Coaching
Tracing the evolution of coaching at Illinois, this book examines how changes in basketball
tactics and recruiting affected the program. It profiles each head coach and their unique
contributions to the team’s development. The book also addresses challenges such as
NCAA regulations and competitive pressures.

8. Illini Courtside: A History of Illinois Basketball Coaches
Offering a courtside perspective, this book provides detailed accounts of the strategies
and decisions made by Illinois basketball coaches. It covers historic seasons, coaching
rivalries, and the development of team dynamics. The narrative is enriched with
photographs and personal stories from former players.

9. Coaching the Illini: A Legacy of Leadership and Basketball Excellence
This book celebrates the leadership qualities and basketball expertise of Illinois coaches
who have defined the program’s success. It explores their coaching careers in the context
of the university’s athletic traditions. Readers learn about the innovation and resilience
that have characterized Illinois basketball over the years.
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  illinois basketball coach history: A Century of Orange and Blue Loren Tate, Jared Gelfond,
2004 A Century of Orange and Blue is just that--an in-depth look at the history of one of the Big
Ten's premiere basketball programs. The University of Illinois' basketball roots date back to 1901,
when the idea of men's basketball was introduced to UI director of athletics George Huff during a
scrimmage at the Men's Old Gym. By 1906 a varsity basketball team was in place under the direction
of Leo Hana and coach Elwood Brown. That team defeated Champaign High School, 71-4, on Jan. 6,
1906, before losing to more formidable college teams in Purdue and Indiana. Some 100 years later,
the Fighting Illini have hoisted 15 Big Ten championship banners and sent four teams to the Final
Four in search of a NCAA championship. From the Whiz Kids of '42 to the Flyin' Illini of '89 to the
Big Ten champs of '04, A Century of Orange and Blue is full of fond memories of fantastic teams,
recounted by authors Loren Tate and Jared Gelfond and the amazing players and coaches that put

https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-407/Book?ID=fwK88-3722&title=illinois-basketball-coach-history.pdf
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-501/pdf?docid=edf23-6565&title=math-placement-test-uconn.pdf
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-501/pdf?docid=edf23-6565&title=math-placement-test-uconn.pdf


Illini basketball on the national map.
  illinois basketball coach history: Fighting Illini Basketball News-Gazette, 2000 The University
of Illinois has fielded a basketball team since 1905. Over the years, many memorable players have
donned the orange and blue, including Derek Harper, Dave Downey, Doug Altenberger, Kendall Gill,
Eddie Johnson, Ken Norman, Kenny Battle, Johnny Kerr, Dike Eddleman, and many more. Coaches
such as Doug Mills, Lou Henson, and Lon Kruger have led their teams to conference championships
and postseason tournaments. A Hardwood History chronicles the players and coaches who have
shaped Illinois basketball history and the moments no Illini basketball fan can forget.
  illinois basketball coach history: Illinois Media Guide, Women's Basketball , 2009
  illinois basketball coach history: Tales from the 2004-05 Fighting Illini Brett Dawson,
2005-10 The word team is often overused in sports writing. It's used casually to refer to a collection
of players that represent any old franchise or college. It's used passionately to describe a rooting
interest--that's our team. And, occasionally, it's used to discuss what has come to be a cliche: the
idea of a group of individuals coming together for the common good, sacrificing all personal gain for
the greater goal of winning a championship. Serious scribes don't toss around that meaning of the
word team lightly--or very often. And with good reason. In sports, there's rarely a cause to use it.
But, there is no wiser usage of the word team--a unified core of players all working toward the same
goal--than when applying it to the 2004-05 Fighting Illini squad that we've all come to cherish. They
were a team like no other. Tales from the 2004-05 Fighting Illini captures the team step-by-step on
its March to the Arch. News-Gazette reporter Brett Dawson shadowed Bruce Weber's boys the entire
season and shares his insights into what made this team so special. The entire season was a
rollercoaster ride of emotion: from the thrilling peaks--victories over Wake Forest, Wisconsin,
Michigan State and ArizonA and unfortunate lows--the loss to Ohio State and the death of coach
Weber's mother. Dawson adds a new perspective to those moments, plus goes behind the scenes to
discover what made this team tick. He examines their funny bone as well as their fierce will to win.
It's all here: from Midnight Madness to the first Dee for Threeeeee to the hoisting of two Big Ten
trophies and finally a date with North Carolina in the NCAA finals. Dee, Deron, Luther, Roger, and
James--led by the nationalcoach of the year--have a story to tell. Until today, only half of it has been
told.
  illinois basketball coach history: Gems of Cincinnati’s West End LaVerne Summerlin,
2020-06-18 This project began with my decision to interview and/or read about 100 alumni and/or
their parents who were educated in those inner city Catholic schools between 1940-1970. Their
personal stories are at the core of this narrative that details the Catholic church’s impact on their
lives. In addition, I wanted to write about the collaborative efforts of the members of the many
religious orders and lay ministers who were instrumental in creating a disciplined, supportive and
productive learning environment.
  illinois basketball coach history: Big Ten Basketball, 1943-1972 Murry R. Nelson,
2017-02-03 From the time conference play began in 1905, the Big Ten was the Western force in
collegiate basketball. Minnesota, Wisconsin and Purdue were the first powers in the league, with a
combined 23 titles by 1930. Purdue was dominant in the '30s, with seven titles under Coach Piggy
Lambert, including a national title in 1935 led by player of the year John Wooden. The creation of a
national tournament in 1939 showed the league's early dominance, as a different Big Ten team went
to the Final Four in each of the first three years, with two wins. Over the next 30 years, the league
produced some of the top teams in the country, led by Hall of Fame coaches like Branch McCracken,
Walter Meanwell, Dutch Lonborg, Harold Olsen and Fred Taylor. Top players emerged from the
conference, like Jerry Lucas, Cazzie Russell, John Havlicek, Terry Dischinger, Walt Bellamy, Johnny
Green, Lou Hudson, Archie Clark and a host of others. This book provides the first-ever basketball
history of the Big Ten.
  illinois basketball coach history: Historical Dictionary of Basketball John Grasso, 2010-11-15
In less than 120 years an activity invented by one man to alleviate winter boredom for a college gym
class has evolved into a worldwide multi-billion dollar enterprise. It is impossible for Dr. James



Naismith, basketball's inventor, to have envisioned the extent to which his simple game would reach.
Without major changes to his original 13 rules, basketball is now played in more than 200 countries
by people of all ages. Thanks to basketball, players like Michael Jordan, Earvin Magic Johnson, Larry
Bird, LeBron James, Kobe Bryant, and Shaquille O'Neal have become some of the most famous
people in the world. The Historical Dictionary of Basketball is a comprehensive account of all forms
of basketball-amateur, professional, men's, women's, Olympic, domestic, and international-from its
invention in 1891 through the present day. This is done through a chronology, an introductory essay,
an extensive bibliography, and over 600 cross-referenced dictionary entries on the people, places,
teams, and terminology of the game.
  illinois basketball coach history: Pioneer Coaches of the NFL John Maxymuk, 2019-08-09 In
the early days of professional football, coaches were little more than on-field captains who also ran
practices—if there was time for practice. The emergence of post-graduate football and the coaching
profession from 1920 to 1950 was crucial to the evolution of the game, and both developed and rose
in stature over this critical period in the history of football. In Pioneer Coaches of the NFL: Shaping
the Game in the Days of Leather Helmets and 60-Minute Men, John Maxymuk profiles some of the
most innovative coaches from the early days of the NFL, including Guy Chamberlin, Curly Lambeau,
George Halas, Potsy Clark, and Clark Shaughnessy. Along with biographical sketches and career
details, the profiles examine the coaches’ strategic approaches, their impact on the history of the
game, and the advancement of their roles both on and off the field. It was this group of coaches who
initially devised the basic repertoire of plays and alignments, as well as passing routes, blocking
schemes, shifts, and substitution patterns. These men morphed defensive alignments, introduced the
four-man secondary, conceived zone and man-to-man coverage mixes, and concocted linebacker and
safety blitzing. Pioneer Coaches of the NFL details how coaches from the first three decades of the
NFL established many of the procedures, conventions, and strategies that modern football coaches
still use today. These innovators presented those that followed them a rich palate with which to
imagine and create an even greater game.
  illinois basketball coach history: Basketball David L. Porter, 2005-07-30 From its beginnings
at the turn of the 20th century to its pervasive presence in 21st-century America, basketball has
grown into an undeniably important sport. The 575 entries in this biographical dictionary present
concise narratives on the lives and careers on the most important names in basketball history.
Entries include both classic players such as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy as well as more
recently established and up-and-coming stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin Garnett, and LeBron
James. Entries for coaches such as the Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike Krzyzewski from
Duke University present the figures who have shaped the game from courtside, while the inclusion
of female players and coaches such as Lisa Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat Summitt show that
basketball is not just a sport for men. From its beginnings at the turn of the 20th century to its
pervasive presence in 21st-century America, basketball has grown into an undeniably important
sport. The 575 entries in this biographical dictionary present concise narratives on the lives and
careers on the most important names in basketball history. Entries include both classic players such
as Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Bob Cousy as well as more recently established and up-and-coming
stars such as Carmelo Anthony, Kevin Garnett, and LeBron James. Entries for coaches such as the
Boston Celtics' Red Auerbach and Mike Krzyzewski from Duke University present the figures who
have shaped the game from courtside, while the inclusion of female players and coaches such as Lisa
Leslie, Diana Taurasi, and Pat Summitt show that basketball is not just a sport for men. This volume
is an ideal reference for students seeking easily accessed information on the greats of the game.
  illinois basketball coach history: A Biographical Directory of Professional Basketball Coaches
Jeff Marcus, 2003-04-28 Coaches have played a vital yet changing role throughout basketball's
professional history. Biographical Directory of Professional Basketball Coaches is a comprehensive
directory of all the professional coaches in the history of United States basketball. Jeff Marcus
provides, in alphabetical order, the year-by-year coaching records for every pro major league coach
in basketball history beginning with the American Basketball League (ABL), which formed in 1925



and was the first league to play in larger arenas on the East Coast and in the Mid West, then
tracking the birth of the National Basketball League (NBL) from its onset in 1937 to its convergence
12 years later with the BAA, forming what we know today as the NBA. Brief but detailed
biographical sketches are provided for every coach in these leagues. A wonderful resource for
basketball fans and sports buffs.
  illinois basketball coach history: Turpin Times: An Illini Sports Scrapbook Jim Turpinn,
2012-01-31 In Turpin Times, Jim Turpin, the radio play-by-play voice of University of Illinois football
and basketball for the past 40 years, takes readers behind the scenes for an intimate glimpse of
players, coaches, and others associated with big-time intercollegiate athletics. Turpin follows the
Illini through the 2001 football and 2001-2002 basketball seasons with flashbacks to other years,
other teams, and other memories and stories that only an insider would know. Turpin's tenure with
the Illini has spanned six basketball coaches, nine football coaches, eight Big 10 championships, 11
bowl games, 17 NCAA tournaments and three generations of Illinois fans. Read about Turpin's
favorite players, many of whom were not headline makers; the coaches he liked best-and worst; his
most memorable radio calls - not all were Illini victories. This is a rare opportunity to share Illini
history with an announcer who has lived it. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing
imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about
baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book
about your sport or your team. Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox
nation; whether you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for
the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route
for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a
book for you. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national
bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked by
other publishers and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.
  illinois basketball coach history: Eastern Illinois University , 1995
  illinois basketball coach history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2003
  illinois basketball coach history: 100 Things Illinois Fans Should Know and Do Before They
Die Kent Brown, 2025-02-04 The ultimate guide for fans of the Fighting Illini With traditions,
records, and lore, this lively, detailed book explores the personalities, events, and facts every
University of Illinois sports fan should know. It contains essential information such as historic dates,
behind-the-scenes tales, memorable moments, and Champaign landmarks. Featuring legendary
figures spanning eras, this is the ultimate resource guide for students, alumni, and fans in the know.
  illinois basketball coach history: Historical Stories Allan H. Keith, 2002
  illinois basketball coach history: Glory Days Illinois Taylor Bell, 2006 Along the way,
somebody invented the jump shot and the crossover dribble and added a three-point line. Times
changed, the game was integrated, players grew taller and more wildly athletic. That evolution is
chronicled in Glory Days, as 50 of the state's best high school basketball players from the past five
decades sit down to chat with longtime prep basketball scribe Taylor Bell. Every last one of the
featured players was an all-state selection. Some led their teams to state titles; others were chosen
as Illinois' Mr. Basketball; many were named McDonald's All-Americans.Glory Days pulls its roster
from all regions of the state: from southern Illinois (Edwardsville, Centralia, Mount Vernon) to the
state's waist (Galesburg, Peoria, Decatur) to north of I-80 (Rockford, Evanston, and many Chicago
schools).Each player on the roster relives his time on the high school hardwood, but also reveals
what happened after he walked down the aisle in his cap and gown. Bell catches up with greats like
Mannie Jackson, Dave Downey, Jay Shidler, Jack Sikma, Rashard Griffith, Cazzie Russell, Kiwane
Garris, Cuonzo Martin, and Billy Ridley, and discovers what happened to these legends later in life,
after their hops deserted them. Their Chuck Taylors may be a distant memory, but for each of these
former stars, basketball has continued to hold a special place in their heart.
  illinois basketball coach history: The Black Three Gene Skipworth, 2022-02-15 Prior to the
mid-sixties, Grayville, TN was one of twenty-four “sundown towns.” A “sundown town” was a town



that had a sign on the outskirts of town that said, “Negros are not allowed in the city limits after
sundown.” Very few blacks lived in Grayville. Grayville High School seldom had black students. In
August of 2020, a black doctor moved to Grayville. He moved from Weston, Ohio to be near his
adopting white parents who lived in the Homeland Retirement Center in Pleasant Hill. Grayville
never had a black basketball player, now it has three. The doctor has three sons. Joseph is a 6’ 9”
senior and his twin brothers, Samuel and David both 6’ 6” juniors. The three brothers took Weston
to the Ohio State basketball championship. Cox County youth grew up to have a “culturally absorbed
prejudice.” That is what the three black players encountered.
  illinois basketball coach history: Sweet Charlie, Dike, Cazzie, and Bobby Joe Taylor H. A.
Bell, 2004-09-08 The book is titled for four players who reflect the unique quality of high school
basketball, and whose first names are enough to trigger memories in fans who love the sport - Sweet
Charlie Brown, Dike Eddleman, Cazzie Russell, and Bobby Joe Mason. Bell offers accounts of their
exploits, told with a journalistic flair.--Jacket.
  illinois basketball coach history: Thornridge Scott Lynn, 2009-11-19 In the early 1970s, the
United States was much the same as in the radical '60s; Americans dying in Vietnam, anti-war
demonstrations on college campuses, conflict between blacks and whites in most major cities. In
predominantly white Dolton, a south Chicago suburb, busing had come to Thornridge High School.
Black students from nearby Phoenix now attended school with whites from Dolton and South
Holland. They were not warmly received. Then, the Thornridge basketball team started winning
Fans in black and white communities came together as Thornridge captured consecutive Illinois
championships. Led by the national high school athlete of the year, Quinn Buckner, the Falcons
stormed to a perfect season in 1972. No team even came close. This is their story told in their own
words. THORNRIDGE is about prejudice and acceptance, adversity and triumph, and a team that
changed attitudes while the players were having the time of their lives.
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Illinois Maps & Facts - World Atlas   Illinois, a state in the Midwestern United States, shares its



borders with Wisconsin to the north, Indiana to the east, and the Mississippi River forms its western
border with Iowa
Illinois State Information – Symbols, Capital, Constitution, Flags Blank Outline Maps: Find
printable blank map of the State of Illinois , without names, so you can quiz yourself on important
locations, abbreviations, or state capital
Judge blocks National Guard moves in Illinois - POLITICO 4 days ago  IN A SLAP to President
Donald Trump’s immigration crackdown, a federal judge in Chicago has temporarily halted plans to
deploy National Guard troops in Illinois. The move
Best Places to Visit in Illinois | Travel Guide 2025 Plan your Illinois adventure with our
comprehensive travel guides. Explore charming towns, breathtaking scenery, and unique
experiences
Fun Facts - Chicago's Mercy Hospital was the first hospital opened in Illinois. Chicago’s O’Hare
International Airport is the busiest airport in the world. A plane takes off or lands there every 23
seconds.
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