I have a dream speech for preschoolers

i have a dream speech for preschoolers is a wonderful way to introduce young children to
important concepts of equality, hope, and kindness. This historic speech by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
is often simplified and adapted for preschool audiences to help them grasp its core message in an
age-appropriate way. Teaching preschoolers about the "I Have a Dream" speech encourages
empathy, respect for diversity, and the importance of treating everyone fairly. This article explores
how to present the speech to preschoolers, offers tips for educators and parents, and suggests
engaging activities that support learning. Additionally, it discusses the significance of using simple
language and relatable examples to make the speech meaningful for young children. Below is a clear
outline of the topics covered in this guide.

e Understanding the "I Have a Dream" Speech for Preschoolers
e Adapting the Speech for Young Children
e Teaching Methods and Activities

 Benefits of Introducing the Speech at Preschool Level

e Resources and Materials for Educators and Parents

Understanding the "l Have a Dream" Speech for
Preschoolers

The "I Have a Dream" speech, delivered by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1963, is a powerful call for
racial equality and harmony. When teaching this speech to preschoolers, it is essential to focus on the
core themes of fairness, kindness, and friendship. Simplifying the speech helps young children
understand the message without overwhelming them with complex historical context or advanced
vocabulary. Preschoolers can learn that the speech is about dreaming of a world where everyone is
treated equally, regardless of their skin color or background.

Key Themes to Highlight

When introducing the speech, educators should emphasize concepts that preschoolers can relate to,
such as:

e Everyone deserves to be treated kindly.

e It's important to be friends with everyone, no matter what they look like.



e We all have dreams for a happy, fair world.

e Being different is okay, and we should celebrate those differences.

Simple Explanation of the Speech

To make the speech accessible, it can be explained as Dr. King’s dream for a world where children of
all colors play together happily and share the same opportunities. Using stories or examples about
friendship and fairness helps preschoolers grasp the meaning behind the speech.

Adapting the Speech for Young Children

Adapting the "I Have a Dream" speech for preschoolers requires careful consideration of their
developmental stage. The language needs to be simple, concrete, and repetitive to reinforce
understanding. Breaking down the speech into manageable ideas ensures it remains engaging and
meaningful for young learners.

Simplified Language and Phrasing

Using short sentences and familiar words is crucial. For example, instead of complex phrases, say "l
have a dream that all kids can be friends," or "l want everyone to be nice to each other." This
approach helps preschoolers connect emotionally and intellectually with the speech.

Using Stories and Visuals

Storytelling that incorporates the themes of the speech can make the message come alive. Visual
aids such as pictures of diverse children playing together or simple drawings representing fairness
can enhance comprehension. These tools make abstract ideas tangible for preschoolers.

Repetition and Engagement

Repeating key phrases from the speech and encouraging children to say them aloud fosters
participation and memory retention. Engaging activities related to the speech’s message allow
preschoolers to internalize the values it promotes.



Teaching Methods and Activities

Effective teaching strategies bring the "I Have a Dream" speech to life for preschoolers. Hands-on and
interactive methods promote active learning and help children understand the speech’s significance
in a fun and meaningful way.

Role-Playing and Dramatic Play

Children can act out scenarios where they demonstrate kindness, share toys, or help each other,
reflecting the speech’s message. Role-playing encourages empathy and helps preschoolers practice
positive social behaviors.

Art and Craft Projects

Creative activities such as drawing pictures of friends from different backgrounds or making "dream"
posters allow children to express their understanding visually. These projects reinforce the themes of
unity and respect.

Group Discussions and Story Sharing

Facilitating simple discussions about fairness and friendship helps preschoolers articulate their
thoughts and feelings. Sharing personal experiences about kindness enables children to relate to the
speech personally.

Sample Activities List

Friendship Circle: Children sit in a circle and share one kind thing they did or saw.

Dream Drawing: Kids draw what their dream world looks like with friends of all colors.

Story Time: Read books about diversity and kindness aligned with the speech’s themes.

Sing-Along: Teach simple songs about friendship and equality.

Role Play: Act out scenarios where children solve problems by being fair and kind.



Benefits of Introducing the Speech at Preschool Level

Introducing the "I Have a Dream" speech to preschoolers fosters early social and emotional
development. It helps build a foundation for values such as respect, empathy, and inclusiveness that
are essential in today’s diverse society. Early exposure to these concepts supports positive attitudes
toward diversity and reduces prejudice as children grow.

Developing Empathy and Social Skills

Learning about fairness and kindness through the speech encourages children to understand others’
feelings and perspectives. This skill is crucial for building healthy relationships and cooperative
behavior in group settings.

Promoting Diversity Awareness

The speech introduces children to the idea that people come from different backgrounds but deserve
equal respect and friendship. This awareness nurtures acceptance and reduces biases from a young
age.

Encouraging Positive Behavior

Preschoolers who learn about equality and kindness are more likely to demonstrate inclusive
behavior, share with peers, and resolve conflicts peacefully. These outcomes contribute to a
supportive and harmonious classroom environment.

Resources and Materials for Educators and Parents

Access to appropriate resources enhances the effectiveness of teaching the "I Have a Dream" speech
to preschoolers. A variety of books, videos, lesson plans, and printable materials are available to
support educators and parents.

Books and Stories

Children’s books that focus on friendship, diversity, and fairness complement the speech’s message.
Titles that feature characters from diverse backgrounds and simple narratives about kindness are
particularly useful.



Lesson Plans and Activities

Many educational websites and organizations provide ready-made lesson plans tailored to
preschoolers. These include activities, discussion prompts, and crafts that align with the themes of
the "I Have a Dream" speech.

Multimedia Tools

Age-appropriate videos and songs about Martin Luther King Jr. and his message can engage young
learners and provide a multisensory learning experience. Visual and auditory materials help reinforce
the speech’s concepts in a memorable way.

Printable Materials

Worksheets, coloring pages, and posters related to the speech’s themes are valuable for classroom
and home use. These materials support hands-on learning and allow children to express their
understanding creatively.

1. Choose simple resources that match preschoolers’ comprehension levels.
2. Incorporate a variety of media to address different learning styles.

3. Use materials that encourage interaction and participation.

4. Ensure content is inclusive and respectful of all cultures.

5. Regularly update resources to keep lessons fresh and engaging.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'l Have a Dream' speech about for preschoolers?

The 'l Have a Dream' speech is about Martin Luther King Jr.'s hope for a world where everyone is
treated equally and kindly, no matter the color of their skin.

How can | explain the 'l Have a Dream' speech to
preschoolers?

Use simple words and ideas, like talking about fairness, kindness, and everyone being friends, to help
preschoolers understand the main message of the speech.



Why is the 'l Have a Dream' speech important for young
children?

It teaches young children about equality, respect, and dreaming of a better world where everyone is
treated fairly.

What activities can help preschoolers learn about the 'l Have
a Dream' speech?

You can use storytelling, drawing pictures of dreams, singing songs about friendship, and role-playing
kindness to help preschoolers connect with the speech's message.

Can preschoolers understand the concept of dreams in the 'l
Have a Dream' speech?

Yes, preschoolers understand dreams as hopes or wishes, so explaining Martin Luther King Jr.'s dream
as a wish for a kind and fair world helps them relate to the speech.

Additional Resources

1. Martin's Big Dream

This colorful picture book introduces preschoolers to Martin Luther King Jr. and his famous "l Have a
Dream" speech. Through simple language and engaging illustrations, children learn about the
importance of kindness, equality, and standing up for what is right. The story encourages young
readers to dream big and believe in a better world.

2. Dream Big, Little One

A gentle and inspiring story that connects Martin Luther King Jr.'s message to the dreams children
have for themselves and their communities. The book emphasizes themes of hope, courage, and
friendship in a way that is easy for preschoolers to understand. Bright pictures and rhythmic text keep
children engaged while teaching valuable lessons.

3.1 Have a Dream: A Story for Little Dreamers

This simplified retelling of the "I Have a Dream" speech highlights the key ideas of equality and peace
in a preschool-friendly manner. The narrative focuses on the dream of a world where everyone is
treated fairly and loved. The book encourages children to think about their own dreams for a kinder
future.

4. Martin Luther King Jr. and the Dream of Equality

Designed for young children, this book tells the story of Martin Luther King Jr.'s life and his dream of
fairness for all people. With easy-to-understand language and expressive illustrations, it introduces
the concepts of justice and respect. It invites preschoolers to learn about standing up for what is right.

5. A Dream of Peace

This book uses simple sentences and warm illustrations to share the message of peace and harmony
from Martin Luther King Jr.'s speech. It encourages children to think about ways they can help make
the world a kinder place. The story helps preschoolers grasp big ideas in a gentle, accessible way.



6. Dreams for Everyone

A celebration of diversity and friendship, this book draws on the spirit of the "I Have a Dream" speech
to teach children about inclusion. It tells stories of children from different backgrounds coming
together and sharing their dreams. The vibrant pictures and positive message make it perfect for
preschool audiences.

7. My Dream, Your Dream

This interactive book invites preschoolers to share their own dreams while learning about Martin
Luther King Jr.'s vision. Through simple questions and colorful images, children are encouraged to
imagine a world filled with kindness and fairness. It's a great tool for sparking conversations about
hope and justice.

8. Martin's Dream Comes True

This story follows a group of children as they learn about Martin Luther King Jr. and work together to
make their own community more inclusive. The book connects the historic speech to everyday actions
that young kids can understand and participate in. It reinforces the idea that everyone can help make
dreams come true.

9. The Dream We Share

A heartwarming tale that emphasizes the shared dream of equality and friendship inspired by Martin
Luther King Jr.'s speech. Through simple storytelling and bright illustrations, preschoolers learn about
empathy and respect for others. The book encourages children to celebrate differences and stand up
for fairness in their own lives.
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i have a dream speech for preschoolers: Music Therapy With Preschool Children on the
Autism Spectrum Geoff Barnes, 2022 With close to 1 million children on the autism spectrum
enrolled in U.S. schools, educators need effective interventions that promote young learners’
abilities and build cohesiveness in complex classroom groups. Drawing upon video recordings from
16 months in a public preschool classroom, this book depicts the emerging relationships and abilities
that develop through musical play with children on the autism spectrum. Barnes explores
connections among students, teachers, and a music therapist; broader questions about the needs of
young children; and the benefits of incorporating music therapy in early childhood education and
school-based autism services. In vivid narratives, readers follow individual preschoolers through
their challenges and their steps toward shared attention, interpersonal interaction, and
communication during music. This important book raises key issues about autism supports and
therapies, and offers encouraging alternatives to prevailing educational and therapeutic methods.
Features: Chronicles the first two-year research study inside a music therapy group for preschoolers
on the spectrum in a U.S. public school.Provides lucid personal portrayals of young children,
teachers, and a music therapist.Explores the challenges and encouraging possibilities of helping
young children through music.Describes the use of picture schedules, augmentative and alternative
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communication devices, musical instruments, percussion rhythms, and visual and tactile materials in
music sessions.Presents children’s engagement in vocal interplay, turn-taking, theme-and-variation
exchanges, and reciprocal expressions of emotion in early childhood education.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: What Kids Really Want That Money Can't Buy
Betsy Taylor, 2004 Offers practical tips for raising healthy children in a commercial world, based on
the results of an art and essay contest in which kids were asked what they want that money cannot
buy.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: Look What Sports Did To This Little Kid! Chuck
Spinner, 2023-08-25 The Baby Boom generation (those born between 1946-1965) are starting to
reach three quarters of a century in age. Their youth came after the Great Depression and World
War II; and Americans were longing for fun activities that sports provided. Baby Boomers grew up
just as television was being welcomed into average households. The youth of this generation were
the first to see sports events live on TV rather than listening to them on radio or reading about them
in newspapers. This new visual medium enabled this generation to react together immediately to the
same athletic competition. This autobiography presents a nostalgic look at the author’s reactions to
the sports events that many of his readers also witnessed. This work is also a history book whose
stories detail events in a personal, readable, enjoyable way. Baby boomers and sports fans in general
will have fun exploring such enticing chapters such as: How the author’s uncle became a pro
wrestler to pay his way through law school. Meeting a boyhood sports idol 40 years later. Two
grandsons ride in a pace car with their Papa. Meeting the only major league ambidextrous pitcher.
The first T-ball game played on “artificial turf”! Author plays international basketball game in
Senegal. Author beats future Supreme Court justice in basketball! Larry Bird ruins local TV sports
broadcast! Author participates in prison basketball game. Running with the “Vaulting Vicar”, Bob
Richards! Author’s wife meets Michael Jordon....almost! The Detective Wrestling Dentist! Golfing on
the Moon! Vietnam and a remembered fallen teammate. Patrice meets Kentucky Derby winner Go
for Gin. The most comfortable pole vault landing pit ever! Author Spinner was prompted to write his
book after reading this quote from Toni Morrison: “If there’s a book that you want to read, but it
hasn’t been written yet, then you must write it.”

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: More Classics To Read Aloud To Your Children
William F. Russell, 2011-04-27 Gives parents and other adult readers the help they need to share the
joy of reading. Contains 42 stories, poems, and excerpts from novels and plays, divided into 3
listening levels. Even better than the first edition--and I loved that. A must book for every reading
parent and teacher!--Jim Trelease, author of The Read-Aloud Handbook Line drawings.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: African American Awareness for Young Children
Evia L. Davis, 1999 Educational resource for teachers, parents and kids!

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: TIME For Kids: Practicing for Today's Tests
Language Arts Level 4 Charles Aracich, 2015-02-06 Practice makes perfect! Prepare students for
Next Generation Assessments with these rigorous practice exercises. This invaluable resource
includes 10 texts, literature passages, poems and reader's theater scripts. Each text includes
questions for key ideas and details, craft and structure, integration of knowledge and ideas, and
constructed response questions based on technology-enhanced questions. These high-interest,
informational texts will engage fourth grade students and make preparing for assessments
enjoyable. Students will become comfortable taking assessments and will develop their higher-order
thinking skills through daily practice and by answering higher-level questions and multi-step
problems.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: 50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet, 3rd
Edition Dennis Denenberg, Lorraine Roscoe, 2016-08-01 How quickly can you name 50 American
heroes? They can be men or women, young or old, from the past or present, living or dead, but they
all must have made an exceptional positive contribution to our world. Chances are, a few names
popped right up: George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King Jr. After all, they have
their own national holidays. Then maybe people you are studying in school, such as Thomas



Jefferson, Eleanor Roosevelt, or Harriet Tubman. After that, perhaps you listed a few important
people in the news— Bill Gates, Jimmy Carter, even Oprah Winfrey. Coming up with a list of 50
wasn't easy, was it? We didn't think so either, and that's why we wrote this book. Every kid needs
great men and women to admire and imitate, but how can you look up to them if you don't know who
they are? 50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet introduces readers to a diverse cast of great
Americans. The remarkable stories of fifty inspiring Americans are highlighted, from Jane Addams to
Louis Zamperini. Among our heroes are architects and aviators, activists and scientists,
entrepreneurs and advocates. They are teachers, musicians, inventors, and athletes. Some are well
known. Others deserve to be. Some of our heroes lived long ago. Others continue to enrich our world
today. Our heroes share admirable qualities: exceptional talent, fierce determination, and
indomitable spirit. They are courageous and confident and possess an unwavering commitment to
being the best they can be.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: 50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet
(2nd Revised Edition) Dennis Denenberg, Lorraine Roscoe, 2016-09-01 Heroes come in all ages,
sizes, and colors, and 50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet (2nd Revised Edition) introduces
readers to a diverse cast of great Americans. The remarkable stories of fifty inspiring Americans are
highlighted, from Jane Addams to Louis Zamperini. Revised in 2016 by the original authors to
include ten new heroes, the book includes up-to-date websites and booklists. With the most current
biographical information available, this edition is sure to inform and inspire readers.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: Inspiring Motivation in Children and Youth
David A. Bergin, 2022-09-26 Inspiring Motivation in Children and Youth: How to Nurture
Environments for Learning explores motivation and its crucial role in promoting well-being in the
classroom and life beyond school. It will help all those who work with children and youth to
understand and improve their motivation, and to create nurturing environments for younger people.
David Bergin provides a highly accessible exploration of key research, examining the ways children’s
goals, self-efficacy, self-determination, and feelings of being cared for affects their motivation as
well as their desire to learn more about themselves and the world. This essential guide also
addresses influences of competition, diversity, prejudice, and discrimination on motivation. The book
provides a comprehensive look at the importance of instilling motivation at this critical age,
highlighting the benefits through real-life examples and anecdotes. Illustrated with stories from
diverse contexts, the author provides practical advice on how to use goals effectively, help children
feel competent, autonomous, and like they belong. Inspiring Motivation in Children and Youth is for
any student looking to excel in a psychological, educational, health, or social work setting, as well as
professionals in the field, and parents. It is targeted for people who work or plan to work with
children from pre-school to high school and will be useful to teachers, youth leaders, coaches,
counselors, social workers, and nurses.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: Black Books Galore! Guide to Great African
American Children's Books about Boys Black Books Galore!, Donna Rand, Toni Trent Parker,
2002-02-28 A Treasury of Hundreds of Books that Help Boys Grow and Flourish Images-strong,
proud and happy, brave, and now also humorous . . . what a joy it is to see black faces of all shades
in our children's books. —Doug E. Doug, Actor As a child . . . I wish there had been more books that
reflected my world and my interests. —Earl G. Graves, Chairman, Publisher, and CEO, Black
Enterprise magazine How do you know which books are the best for boys at every age? Now, two of
the mothers who founded the esteemed Black Books Galore!—the nation's leading organizer of
African American children's book festivals-and the authors of the highly acclaimed Black Books
Galore! Guide to Great African American Children's Books, share their expert advice. Let BBG! help
you open the door to a wonderful world of reading for the boys in your life. Invaluable for parents,
teachers, and librarians, this easy-to-use, delightfully illustrated reference guide features: Quick,
lively descriptions of over 350 books Hundreds of young black heroes and positive role models
Reflections from kids, famous authors, illustrators, and public figures about their favorite childhood
books Easy-to-find listings organized by age level and indexed by title, topic, author, and illustrator



Recommended reading for parents of boys This is a great resource that fills a tremendous need. It
should be on parents' shelves at home as well as in every school. —Alvin F. Poussaint, M.D., Harvard
Medical School, on Black Books Galore! Guide to Great African American Children's Books

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: Kid by Kid, Skill by Skill Robert Eaker, Janel
Keating, 2015-07-20 Written for educators and administrators, this book explores professional
learning communities from a teacher’s perspective. Focused chapters survey effective and
collaborative team actions, instructional practices that enhance teacher efficiency, and the role
teacher judgment and classroom context play in determining instructional outcomes. The authors
show that shifting teachers’ focus from teaching to learning creates a lasting commitment to PLC
success.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: TIME FOR KIDS® Practicing for STAAR Success:
Reading: Grade 4 Charles Aracich, 2017-01-01 Help students learn to interact with texts in ways that
prepare them for the STAAR Reading test while expanding their knowledge bases. By implementing
this resource into instruction, students will sharpen their comprehension and critical-thinking skills
to build the stamina necessary to succeed on the state test. Featuring TIME for Kids content, this
resource offers high-interest informational texts, engaging literature passages, and poems.
Questions are carefully crafted to guide students as they approach the texts and share their
understanding. The practice exercises help students with skills such as making inferences and
drawing conclusions, analyzing the development of ideas or characters, identifying author's
viewpoint, and identifying main idea, theme, and supporting details. This must-have resource is
perfect to help promote the use of skills needed for success in the 21st century.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: 50 American Heroes Every Kid Should Meet Dennis
Denenberg, Lorraine Roscoe, 2024-05-07 How quickly can you name 50 American heroes? They can
be men or women, young or old, from the past or present, living or dead, but they all must have
made an exceptional positive contribution to our world. Chances are, a few names popped right up:
George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King Jr. After all, they have their own national
holidays. Then maybe people you are studying in school, such as Thomas Jefferson, Eleanor
Roosevelt, or Harriet Tubman. After that, perhaps you listed a few important people in the news—
Bill Gates, Jimmy Carter, even Oprah Winfrey. Coming up with a list of 50 wasn't easy, was it? We
didn't think so either, and that's why we wrote this book. Every kid needs great men and women to
admire and imitate, but how can you look up to them if you don't know who they are? 50 American
Heroes Every Kid Should Meet introduces readers to a diverse cast of great Americans. The
remarkable stories of fifty inspiring Americans are highlighted, from Jane Addams to Louis
Zamperini. Among our heroes are architects and aviators, activists and scientists, entrepreneurs and
advocates. They are teachers, musicians, inventors, and athletes. Some are well known. Others
deserve to be. Some of our heroes lived long ago. Others continue to enrich our world today. Our
heroes share admirable qualities: exceptional talent, fierce determination, and indomitable spirit.
They are courageous and confident and possess an unwavering commitment to being the best they
can be.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: National Geographic Kids National Geographic
Kids, 2020 Provides the latest information on a wide rage of topics, including animals, culture,
geography, the environments, history, and science.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: Fodor's Around Washington, D.C. With Kids Kathryn
McKay, 2013-06-04 A guide to the family-friendly sights, eateries, and attractions of Washington,
D.C., including information on planning the best itinerary and keeping children interested.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: National Geographic Kids Almanac 2020 National
Geographic Kids, 2019 Provides the latest information on a wide range of topics, including animals,
culture, geography, the environment, history, and science.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: A Kid's Guide to African American History Nancy I.
Sanders, 2007-06-01 What do all these people have in common: the first man to die in the American
Revolution, a onetime chief of the Crow Nation, the inventors of peanut butter and the portable




X-ray machine, and the first person to make a wooden clock in this country? They were all great
African Americans. For parents and teachers interested in fostering cultural awareness among
children of all races, this book includes more than 70 hands-on activities, songs, and games that
teach kids about the people, experiences, and events that shaped African American history. This
expanded edition contains new material throughout, including additional information and
biographies. Children will have fun designing an African mask, making a medallion like those worn
by early abolitionists, playing the rhyming game Juba, inventing Brer Rabbit riddles, and creating a
unity cup for Kwanzaa. Along the way they will learn about inspiring African American artists,
inventors, and heroes like Harriet Tubman, Benjamin Banneker, Rosa Parks, Langston Hughes, and
Louis Armstrong, to name a few.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: National Geographic Kids Almanac 2025 National
Geographic, Kids, 2024-05-07 The most exciting edition yet of the world's best-selling almanac for
kids! Including animals, space, inventions, history, and more, it's a one-stop shop for every curious
kid! Kids who want to know everything about everything need the National Geographic Kids
Almanac. This latest edition is packed with incredible photos, tons of fun facts, crafts, activities, and
fascinating features about animals, science, nature, technology, conservation, and more. Practical
reference material, including fast facts and maps of every country, has been fully updated.
Homework help on key topics is sprinkled throughout the book. A must-have book for curious kids!

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: Representing Children in Chinese and U.S.
Children's Literature Claudia Nelson, Rebecca Morris, 2016-04-08 Bringing together children’s
literature scholars from China and the United States, this collection provides an introduction to the
scope and goals of a field characterized by active but also distinctive scholarship in two countries
with very different rhetorical traditions. The volume’s five sections highlight the differences between
and overlapping concerns of Chinese and American scholars, as they examine children’s literature
with respect to cultural metaphors and motifs, historical movements, authorship, didacticism,
important themes, and the current status of and future directions for literature and criticism.
Wide-ranging and admirably ambitious in its encouragement of communication between scholars
from two major nations, Representing Children in Chinese and U.S. Children’s Literature serves as a
model for examining how and why children’s literature, more than many literary forms, circulates
internationally.

i have a dream speech for preschoolers: Kids First David Kirp, 2012-07-10 Smart, sharp, and
clear about what we need to do to lift the kids who need help the most. --Diane Ravitch
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