1 need thee every hour history

i need thee every hour history traces the origins and development of one of
the most beloved Christian hymns, "I Need Thee Every Hour." This hymn has
touched the hearts of millions around the world with its simple yet profound
message of continual dependence on divine grace. Understanding the history
behind this timeless song enriches its meaning and highlights its enduring
appeal across generations. The hymn's background involves influential figures
such as composer Annie Hawks and musician Robert Lowry, whose collaboration
brought this spiritual piece to life. This article explores the hymn’s
inception, lyrical significance, musical composition, and its impact on
worship practices. The journey through the i need thee every hour history
reveals the cultural and religious contexts that have sustained the hymn’s
popularity. Below is a detailed outline of the topics covered in this
comprehensive overview.

e Origins of "I Need Thee Every Hour"
e Biographical Backgrounds of Key Contributors

e Lyrics and Theological Significance

Musical Composition and Style

e Historical Impact and Legacy

Origins of "I Need Thee Every Hour"

The hymn "I Need Thee Every Hour" was written in the late 19th century, a
period marked by a surge in evangelical hymnody. Its creation is rooted in a
moment of personal reflection and spiritual need experienced by the lyricist.
The phrase "I need thee every hour" encapsulates a continuous, heartfelt plea
for divine assistance and presence. This hymn quickly gained traction within
Christian circles due to its relatable expression of reliance on God through
all circumstances.

Context of 19th Century Hymnody

The 1800s witnessed a flourishing of hymn writing, particularly within
Protestant communities in America and Britain. Hymns served not only as
worship tools but also as means of spiritual encouragement during times of
hardship. The emphasis on personal devotion and daily reliance on God was a
common theme. "I Need Thee Every Hour" fits squarely into this tradition,
reflecting the era's theological focus on grace and dependence.

Inspiration Behind the Hymn



Annie Sherwood Hawks, the author of the lyrics, is said to have written the
poem that became this hymn during a period of physical and emotional
vulnerability. Her words express an intimate awareness of human frailty and
the necessity of divine strength. The hymn’s repeated refrain underscores the
urgency and constancy of this need.

Biographical Backgrounds of Key Contributors

The creation of "I Need Thee Every Hour" involved two principal figures:
Annie Sherwood Hawks, the lyricist, and Robert Lowry, the composer. Their
collaboration brought together heartfelt poetry and melodic composition,
producing a hymn that is both spiritually profound and musically engaging.

Annie Sherwood Hawks

Born in 1836, Annie Sherwood Hawks was a teacher and poet. Her contributions
to hymnody are notable despite a relatively small body of work. Her personal
experiences and deep Christian faith influenced her writing, which often
centered on themes of reliance on God and spiritual comfort. The i need thee
every hour history is incomplete without acknowledging her role in crafting
the hymn’s evocative lyrics.

Robert Lowry

Robert Lowry, a Baptist minister and music professor, composed the melody for
"I Need Thee Every Hour." He was a prolific hymn writer and composer, known
for blending traditional hymn styles with accessible melodies that encouraged
congregational singing. Lowry’s musical expertise helped popularize the hymn,
ensuring its inclusion in numerous hymnals throughout the 20th century.

Lyrics and Theological Significance

The lyrics of "I Need Thee Every Hour" express a continuous and urgent
dependence on God’s presence and help. The repeated refrain emphasizes the
constancy of this need, making it a powerful prayer for believers facing
life's challenges. Theologically, the hymn highlights themes of grace, mercy,
and the human condition’s vulnerability.

Analysis of Key Verses

The hymn’s verses convey a heartfelt plea for divine support in moments of
weakness, temptation, and sorrow. Phrases such as “every hour” and “I need
thee” suggest an unceasing, intimate reliance on God. The simplicity of the
language makes the hymn accessible while profoundly communicating the
Christian experience of grace.



Theological Themes

Several core themes emerge from the hymn’s lyrics:

e Dependence on God: Recognition that human strength is insufficient
without divine aid.

e Continuous Prayer: The call for ongoing communion with God at all times.

e Grace and Mercy: Seeking God’s forgiveness and sustaining love in daily
life.

e Spiritual Comfort: Assurance of God’s presence during trials and
temptations.

Musical Composition and Style

The melody of "I Need Thee Every Hour" complements the lyrical content with a
gentle, flowing tune that encourages congregational participation. Robert
Lowry’s composition is characterized by a simple structure and memorable
refrain, making the hymn easy to learn and sing.

Musical Characteristics

The hymn is typically set in a major key, with a moderate tempo that fosters
reflective worship. The melodic line is straightforward, featuring repetitive
phrases that reinforce the lyrical message. Its musical style reflects the
late 19th-century American gospel tradition, emphasizing clarity, emotional
expression, and accessibility.

Role in Worship

"I Need Thee Every Hour" is frequently used in various Christian worship
settings, including personal devotion, church services, and special occasions
such as funerals and revivals. Its musical and lyrical simplicity enables it
to transcend denominational boundaries, making it a staple in hymnals
worldwide.

Historical Impact and Legacy

Since its creation, "I Need Thee Every Hour" has become one of the most
enduring and cherished hymns in Christian music. Its history reflects its
ability to resonate across time, cultures, and congregations, providing
spiritual encouragement and comfort.



Popularity and Use Over Time

The hymn’s widespread adoption can be attributed to various factors:

1. Emotional resonance: The hymn’s message meets a universal human need for
support and reassurance.

2. Musical accessibility: Its simple melody and repetitive structure
facilitate congregational singing.

3. Diverse denominational appeal: It is embraced across Protestant
traditions and beyond.

4. Inclusion in hymnals: Featured in numerous influential hymnals, ensuring
ongoing exposure.

Continued Influence

The i need thee every hour history illustrates the hymn’s lasting role in
Christian worship and culture. Modern recordings, adaptations, and inclusion
in worship repertoires testify to its ongoing relevance. It remains a source
of spiritual solace and inspiration for countless individuals worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the hymn 'I Need Thee Every
Hour'?

The hymn 'I Need Thee Every Hour' was written by Annie Sherwood Hawks in
1872, inspired by her deep personal faith and prayer life.

Who composed the music for 'I Need Thee Every Hour'?

The music for 'I Need Thee Every Hour' was composed by Robert Lowry, a well-
known 19th-century American Baptist minister and hymn writer.

When was 'I Need Thee Every Hour' first published?

The hymn was first published in 1872 in a collection called "Songs of the
Spirit and the Bride."

What is the historical significance of 'I Need Thee
Every Hour'?
The hymn became widely popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,

reflecting the era's emphasis on personal dependence on God and has remained
a beloved Christian hymn ever since.



How did 'I Need Thee Every Hour' influence Christian
worship?

'T Need Thee Every Hour' has been a staple in many Christian hymnals and is
often used in moments of personal devotion, emphasizing continuous reliance
on divine grace.

Are there any notable recordings or performances of
'I Need Thee Every Hour'?

Many artists and choirs have recorded the hymn, including well-known gospel
and contemporary Christian musicians, making it a timeless piece in Christian
music repertoire.

What themes are explored in the hymn 'I Need Thee
Every Hour'?

The hymn focuses on themes of dependence on God, the need for divine help in
daily life, comfort, and spiritual sustenance.

How has 'I Need Thee Every Hour' been adapted or used
in modern times?

In modern times, the hymn has been adapted into various musical styles and is
frequently used in church services, prayer meetings, and Christian gatherings
to inspire faith and reliance on God.

Additional Resources

1. "I Need Thee Every Hour: The History and Impact of a Beloved Hymn"

This book explores the origin and historical context of the hymn "I Need Thee
Every Hour," written by Annie S. Hawks in 1872. It delves into the life of
the author and composer Robert Lowry, examining how their collaboration
produced a timeless piece of Christian worship. The book also discusses the
hymn's influence on various denominations and its enduring popularity in
modern worship.

2. "Voices of Faith: The Story Behind Classic Hymns Including 'I Need Thee
Every Hour'"

Focusing on the stories behind several classic hymns, this book includes a
detailed chapter on "I Need Thee Every Hour." It highlights the cultural and
spiritual climate of the 19th century that shaped these songs. Readers gain
insight into the personal struggles of hymn writers and how their faith was
expressed through music.

3. "Songs of Consolation: The Role of 'I Need Thee Every Hour' in American
Religious History"

This work examines how "I Need Thee Every Hour" has been used as a source of
comfort during times of hardship in American history. From the Civil War to
the Great Depression, the hymn provided solace to countless individuals. The
author traces its use in revivals, funerals, and personal devotion across
different eras.

4. "Hymns That Moved a Nation: The Legacy of 'I Need Thee Every Hour'"



Analyzing the cultural impact of "I Need Thee Every Hour," this book places
the hymn within the broader context of American religious music. It explores
how the hymn's themes of dependence and faith resonate with diverse
audiences. The book also covers performances by notable gospel artists and
its presence in hymnals worldwide.

5. "The Life and Times of Annie S. Hawks: Creator of 'I Need Thee Every
Hour'"

A biography of Annie S. Hawks, this book sheds light on the woman behind the
beloved hymn. It details her personal history, spiritual journey, and the
circumstances that led to the hymn's creation. The narrative also touches on
her collaboration with composer Robert Lowry and her lasting influence on
Christian music.

6. "From Pen to Pew: The Evolution of 'I Need Thee Every Hour' in Church
Worship"

This book traces the adoption and adaptation of "I Need Thee Every Hour" in
church services from the 19th century to present day. It discusses changes in
musical arrangements and lyrical interpretations over time. The study
highlights how different denominations have embraced and personalized the
hymn.

7. "Hymnal Heritage: Exploring the Origins of 'I Need Thee Every Hour' and
Other Timeless Hymns"

Offering a comprehensive look at several foundational hymns, this book
includes an in-depth analysis of "I Need Thee Every Hour." It provides
historical context, lyrical breakdowns, and the theological significance of
the hymn. Readers receive a broader understanding of hymnody development
during the 1800s.

8. "Faith in Every Hour: The Spiritual Journey Inspired by 'I Need Thee Every
Hour'"

This reflective book focuses on the spiritual themes of reliance and
perseverance found in the hymn. It features personal testimonies and stories
of individuals who have found strength through its message. The author also
discusses the hymn’s role in daily devotional practices and prayer life.

9. "Melodies of Hope: The Enduring Influence of 'I Need Thee Every Hour' on
Christian Music"

Examining the hymn's musical influence, this book highlights how "I Need Thee
Every Hour" has inspired countless composers and worship leaders. It traces
the hymn’s adaptations in contemporary Christian music genres. The book also
explores the hymn’s presence in global worship traditions and its role in
fostering communal faith experiences.
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2025-07-22 Reprint of the original, first published in 1874. The Antigonos publishing house
specialises in the publication of reprints of historical books. We make sure that these works are
made available to the public in good condition in order to preserve their cultural heritage.

i need thee every hour history: Illustrated history of hymns and their authors facts and
incidents of the origin, authors, sentiments and singing of hymns, which Edwin McKean
Long, 1875 Illustrated history of hymns and their authors facts and incidents of the origin, authors,
sentiments and singing of hymns, which, with a synopsis, embrace interesting items relating to over
eight hundred hymnwriters

i need thee every hour history: History of the Half Century Celebration of the Organization of

the First Presbyterian Church of Franklin, Indiana Samuel Ellis Wishard, 1874
i need thee every hour history: 101 More Hymn Stories Kenneth W. Osbeck, 1985 (Foreword

by Cliff Barrows) More inspiring stories behind the hymns of past and contemporary favorites.

i need thee every hour history: [llustrated History of Hymns and Their Authors Edwin McKean
Long, 1876

i need thee every hour history: Genealogical and Family History of the State of Vermont
Hiram Carleton, 1903

i need thee every hour history: A Dictionary of Hymnology, Setting Forth the Origin and
History of Christian Hymns of All Ages and Nations, with Special Reference to Those
Contained in the Hymn Books of English-speaking Countries ... John Julian, 1892

i need thee every hour history: Hymns and Hymnody: Historical and Theological
Introductions, Volume 3 Mark A. Lamport, Benjamin K. Forrest, Vernon M. Whaley, 2019-08-01
Hymns and the music the church sings in worship are tangible means of expressing worship. And
while worship is one of, if not the central functions of the church along with mission, service,
education, justice, and compassion, and occupies a prime focus of our churches, a renewed sense of
awareness to our theological presuppositions and cultural cues must be maintained to ensure a
proper focus in worship. Hymns and Hymnody: Historical and Theological Introductions is a
sixty-chapter, three-volume introductory textbook describing the most influential hymnists,
liturgists, and musical movements of the church. This academically grounded resource evaluates
both the historical and theological perspectives of the major hymnists and composers who have
impacted the church over the course of twenty centuries. Volume 1 explores the early church and
concludes with the Renaissance era hymnists. Volume 2 begins with the Reformation and extends to
the eighteenth-century hymnists and liturgists. Volume 3 engages nineteenth century hymnists to
the contemporary movements of the twenty-first century. Each chapter contains these five elements:
historical background, theological perspectives communicated in their hymns/compositions,
contribution to liturgy and worship, notable hymns, and bibliography. The mission of Hymns and
Hymnody is (1) to provide biographical data on influential hymn writers for students and interested
laypeople, and (2) to provide a theological analysis of what these composers have communicated in
the theology of their hymns. We believe it is vital for those involved in leading the worship of the
church to recognize that what they communicate is in fact theology. This latter aspect, we contend,
is missing—yet important—in accessible formats for the current literature.

i need thee every hour history: Hymns and Hymnody III John Forest, Mark A. Lamport,
Vernon M. Whaley, 2020-10-29 Hymns and the music the church sings are tangible means of
expressing worship. And while worship is one of, if not the, central functions of the church along
with mission, service, education, justice, and compassion, and occupies a prime focus of our
churches, a renewed sense of awareness to our theological presuppositions and cultural cues must
be maintained to ensure a proper focus in worship. Hymns and Hymnody: Historical and Theological
Introductions is a 60-chapter, three-volume introductory textbook describing the most influential
hymnists, liturgists, and musical movements of the church. This academically grounded resource
evaluates both the historical and theological perspectives of the major hymnists and composers that
have impacted the church over the course of twenty centuries. Volume 1 explores the early church
and concludes with the Renaissance era hymnists. Volume 2 begins with the Reformation and



extends to the eighteenth-century hymnists and liturgists. Volume 3 engages nineteenth century
hymnists to the contemporary movements of the twenty-first century. Each chapter contains these
five elements: historical background, theological perspectives communicated in their
hymns/compositions, contribution to liturgy and worship, notable hymns, and bibliography. The
mission of Hymns and Hymnody is (1) to provide biographical data on influential hymn writers for
students and interested laypeople, and (2) to provide a theological analysis of what these composers
have communicated in the theology of their hymns. We believe it is vital for those involved in leading
the worship of the church to recognize that what they communicate is in fact theology. This latter
aspect, we contend, is missing-yet important-in accessible formats for the current literature.

i need thee every hour history: A History of the Chaplain Corps, United States Navy, 1778-
United States. Bureau of Naval Personnel, 1948

i need thee every hour history: A Dictionary of Hymnology, Setting Forth the Origin and
History of Christian Hymns of All Ages and Nations. Ed John Julian, 1908

i need thee every hour history: The One Year Women in Christian History Devotional Randy
Petersen, Robin Shreeves, 2014-08-22 Starting with Mary, who initially discovered the empty tomb,
women have played a significant role in the history of the Christian church. Their prayers, their
songs of faith, and their steadfast perseverance in the face of adversity can still encourage us today.
Spend the year with some of the greatest women in Christian history: from Claire of Assisi to Joan of
Arc, from Fanny Crosby to Susannah Wesley, from Catherine Booth to Anne Bradstreet, and many
more. This One Year book leaves no historical stone unturned in order to help you discover the
amazing spiritual heritage you have in the lives of faith-filled women of the past.

i need thee every hour history: A History of Pastoral Care in America E. Brooks Holifield,
2005-11-01 Here, for the first time, the development of pastoral care as a discipline has been
documented. Dr. Holifield details the shift in emphasis from saving souls to supporting individuals in
self-realization, and in the process raises thought-provoking questions about the preoccupation with
psychological methodology evident in modern society and clergy. Every pastor wittingly or
unwittingly adopts some 'theory' of pastoral counseling, whether it be derived from the seventeenth
century or from the twentieth, says Dr. Holifield. From colonial America's intellectual approach to
today's therapeutic self culture, he explores those theories. Theological, social, economic, and
psychological threads are interwoven with fascinating conversational examples to show how
Protestantism helped to form--and was influenced by--changing social orders. Broad in scope,
scholarly in detail, yet immensely readable, this is an important book for clinical pastoral educators,
students, professionals--everyone interested in church and social history.

i need thee every hour history: Modern Music and Musicians: Encyclopedia: v. 1. A history of
music; special articles; great composers; v. 2. Religious music of the world; vocal music and
musicians; the opera; history and guide; v. 3. The theory of music; piano technique; special articles;
modern instruments; anecdotes of musicians; dictionary. (musical terms and biography) Louis
Charles Elson, 1912

i need thee every hour history: The History of the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church
in America Charles Henry Phillips, 1925

i need thee every hour history: A Dictionary of Hymnology, Setting Forth the Origin and
History of Christian Hymns of All Ages and Nations John Julian, 1907

i need thee every hour history: History of the Chaplain Corps, United States Navy United
States. Bureau of Naval Personnel,

i need thee every hour history: The History of the Chaplain Corps, United States Navy:
1939-1949 United States. Bureau of Naval Personnel, 1948

i need thee every hour history: Fire! James Levesque, 2019-08-06 The world has wandered so
far from God that nothing short of revival will reignite the fires of awakening. But God is about to set
the world ablaze, and the nations will burn for him once again. In this book, filled with empowering
inspiration and astonishing real-life stories, pastor and speaker James Levesque offers twelve
biblical principles to help you return to the passion you felt at the beginning of your faith--and carry




the torch to your community and nation. This book is an exhortation to action, to ignite the fire
inside you and see your life activated for signs, wonders, and miracles. Say goodbye to powerless
Christianity and become a burning brand for God.

i need thee every hour history: Singing Church History Paul Rorem, 2024-05-14
Christianity is a singing church, with biblical foundations and centuries of examples in the Psalms
and canticles, favorite hymns, and gospel songs. And this singing church has a history. Through
engaging tales of the stories behind this music and its authors, Rorem makes church history come
alive. Singing Church History journeys through an ecumenical history of church music from early
and medieval times through the Reformation and the early modern world, into American and World
Christianity. Throughout, Rorem shows us how these familiar hymn texts have us singing church
history on Sunday mornings without even knowing it. Rorem's analysis of well-known hymns from
diverse strains of Christianity makes Singing Church History a useful resource for students,
congregations, and curious readers. Placing familiar music from Roman Catholic, Orthodox,
Lutheran, Pietist, Methodist, American evangelical, historically Black, and Christian communities
around the world into historical context helps us appreciate the ecumenical nature of our musical
traditions. Singing Church History includes hymn texts for easy reference.
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