
i do sign language

i do sign language is a powerful form of communication that transcends spoken
language barriers and fosters inclusivity for the Deaf and hard-of-hearing
community. This article explores the significance of sign language, its
various forms, and the practical benefits of learning and using it.
Understanding how to express oneself through hand gestures, facial
expressions, and body language enriches communication skills and expands
accessibility. The practice of "I do sign language" can be applied in
educational settings, professional environments, and everyday social
interactions. This comprehensive guide covers the history, types, learning
methods, and cultural impact of sign language, offering valuable insights for
beginners and experienced users alike. The following sections provide a
detailed overview of the topic.

The Importance of Sign Language

Types of Sign Language

Learning and Using Sign Language

Cultural and Social Impact

Common Challenges and Solutions

The Importance of Sign Language

Sign language serves as a vital communication tool for millions of people
worldwide, particularly those who are Deaf or hard of hearing. It enables
effective interaction without relying on spoken words, using visual-manual
modalities instead. The phrase "I do sign language" reflects not only the act
of signing but also a commitment to accessibility and inclusion. Sign
language enhances social integration, educational opportunities, and
employment prospects for individuals with hearing disabilities. Additionally,
it promotes awareness and empathy among hearing individuals, fostering a more
inclusive society.

Accessibility and Inclusion

Providing accessible communication methods is essential in various public and
private sectors. Sign language bridges communication gaps in healthcare,
education, government services, and workplaces. By incorporating sign



language interpreters and resources, organizations demonstrate respect for
diversity and legal compliance. Sign language users can participate fully in
community life, ensuring their rights to information and services are upheld.

Benefits Beyond Deaf Communities

Learning sign language offers cognitive, social, and professional advantages
even for hearing individuals. It improves memory, multitasking, and nonverbal
communication skills. In medical and emergency scenarios, sign language
knowledge facilitates better service delivery and patient care. Furthermore,
it enriches cultural understanding and opens doors to new social networks.

Types of Sign Language

Sign language is not universal; numerous distinct languages exist worldwide,
each with unique grammar, vocabulary, and syntax. The phrase "I do sign
language" might refer to any of these variations depending on geographic or
cultural context. Recognizing the diversity of sign languages is important
for effective communication and respectful interaction.

American Sign Language (ASL)

American Sign Language is the predominant sign language used in the United
States and parts of Canada. It has a rich linguistic structure and is
recognized as a complete natural language. ASL is widely taught and used in
educational institutions and Deaf communities throughout North America.

International Variants

Other common sign languages include British Sign Language (BSL), Auslan in
Australia, and Langue des Signes Française (LSF) in France. Each has its own
unique syntax and lexical items. It is essential to learn the appropriate
sign language variant depending on the region and community one intends to
communicate with.

Sign Language Dialects

Within countries, regional dialects of sign language may exist, reflecting
local culture and influences. These dialects can differ significantly in



vocabulary and expressions, highlighting the linguistic richness of sign
languages globally.

Learning and Using Sign Language

Acquiring proficiency in sign language requires practice, immersion, and
understanding of its grammar and cultural contexts. The commitment implied by
"I do sign language" involves continuous learning and engagement with Deaf
communities. Various resources and methods are available for learners at
different levels.

Formal Education and Classes

Many educational institutions offer sign language courses ranging from
beginner to advanced levels. These courses cover vocabulary, grammar, and
conversational skills, often including cultural aspects. Certified
instructors and interpreters provide structured learning environments.

Online Resources and Apps

Digital platforms have expanded access to sign language education.
Interactive apps, video tutorials, and online courses allow learners to
practice at their own pace. These tools often include quizzes, flashcards,
and video demonstrations to reinforce learning.

Practice and Immersion

Regular practice with fluent signers and participation in Deaf community
events enhance fluency and cultural competence. Immersion experiences provide
real-world contexts to apply skills and build confidence. Signing with others
helps internalize natural conversational patterns and expressions.

Tips for Effective Learning

Start with basic vocabulary and common phrases.

Practice facial expressions and body language, which are integral to
meaning.



Engage with Deaf culture to understand context and etiquette.

Use video recordings to review and improve signing technique.

Be patient and consistent; language acquisition takes time.

Cultural and Social Impact

Sign language is deeply intertwined with Deaf culture and identity. The
statement "I do sign language" often conveys respect for and connection to
this vibrant community. Understanding the cultural significance of sign
language enriches its use and promotes social harmony.

Deaf Culture and Identity

Deaf culture encompasses shared values, traditions, and social norms among
Deaf people. Sign language is a core component of this culture, serving as a
symbol of identity and pride. Participation in Deaf cultural events and
organizations fosters a sense of belonging and empowerment.

Raising Awareness and Advocacy

Advocacy efforts aim to increase recognition of sign language as a legitimate
language and promote accessibility rights. Public campaigns, legislation, and
educational programs support these goals. Learning and using sign language
contributes to societal awareness and inclusion.

Impact on Media and Technology

Sign language has influenced media accessibility, including captioning, sign
language interpretation in broadcasts, and video relay services.
Technological advancements continue to improve communication options for sign
language users, enhancing connectivity and information access.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Despite its importance, sign language users face challenges related to
accessibility, education, and societal attitudes. Addressing these obstacles



is crucial to expanding the reach and acceptance of sign language
communication.

Limited Access to Education

Many regions lack sufficient educational resources for learning sign
language, limiting opportunities for both Deaf and hearing individuals.
Increasing funding and teacher training can improve availability and quality
of sign language instruction.

Communication Barriers

Misunderstandings and lack of awareness can lead to communication breakdowns
between signers and non-signers. Promoting sign language training in
workplaces, public services, and community centers can reduce these barriers.

Social Stigma and Misconceptions

Negative stereotypes and misconceptions about Deafness and sign language
persist in some societies. Public education and positive representation help
combat stigma and foster acceptance.

Technological Limitations

While technology aids communication, limitations remain in translating sign
language accurately through automated systems. Continued research and
development are needed to enhance assistive technologies and interpretation
tools.

Increase public awareness campaigns about the importance of sign1.
language.

Expand inclusion of sign language education in school curricula.2.

Support Deaf organizations and cultural events.3.

Develop advanced technology for sign language recognition and4.
translation.

Encourage government policies that protect rights and accessibility for5.
sign language users.



Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'I do' mean in sign language?
'I do' in sign language is commonly used in the context of weddings or
affirmations and is signed by pointing to yourself with the index finger for
'I' and then making a gesture indicating agreement or affirmation.

How do you sign 'I do' for weddings in American Sign
Language (ASL)?
In ASL, 'I do' for weddings is signed by pointing to yourself with your index
finger for 'I' and then nodding or signing 'do' by making a fist and moving
it slightly forward to indicate agreement.

Is 'I do' the same in all sign languages?
No, 'I do' can vary between different sign languages around the world, as
each has its own grammar and vocabulary. American Sign Language (ASL) differs
from British Sign Language (BSL), for example.

How can I learn to sign 'I do' properly?
You can learn to sign 'I do' properly by taking sign language classes,
watching tutorial videos, or using apps dedicated to teaching sign language
like ASL University or SignSchool.

Can 'I do' be used outside of wedding contexts in
sign language?
Yes, 'I do' can be used to express agreement or affirmation in various
contexts, not just weddings, by signing 'I' and then indicating 'do' or
'yes'.

What is the importance of facial expressions when
signing 'I do'?
Facial expressions are crucial in sign language as they convey tone and
emotion. When signing 'I do', a confident and affirmative facial expression
helps convey sincerity and agreement.

Are there regional differences in signing 'I do'



within ASL communities?
Yes, there can be slight regional variations in how 'I do' is signed within
different ASL communities, though the basic structure remains similar.

How do you incorporate 'I do' in a full sentence in
sign language?
To incorporate 'I do' in a sentence, you sign the subject (I), then the verb
or action (do), followed by any additional context, using proper grammar and
facial expressions.

What resources are recommended for practicing
phrases like 'I do' in sign language?
Resources include online platforms like ASLPro, Lifeprint, sign language
dictionaries, YouTube tutorials, and local Deaf community groups for practice
and feedback.

Can learning to sign 'I do' help in communication
with the Deaf community?
Yes, learning to sign common phrases like 'I do' helps improve communication,
shows respect for Deaf culture, and fosters better interactions within the
Deaf community.

Additional Resources
1. “Signing Made Simple: A Beginner’s Guide to American Sign Language”
This book is perfect for those new to sign language and eager to learn the
basics. It provides clear instructions, illustrations, and practice exercises
to help readers master essential signs. The approachable style makes learning
accessible and enjoyable for all ages.

2. “The Complete Idiot’s Guide to American Sign Language”
A comprehensive resource, this guide covers everything from the alphabet to
everyday conversation. It includes helpful tips on finger spelling, grammar,
and cultural insights into the Deaf community. The book is designed to build
confidence in signing through practical examples.

3. “American Sign Language for Kids: A Fun and Easy Guide to Learning Sign
Language”
Specifically tailored for children, this book uses colorful illustrations and
engaging activities to teach ASL. It encourages young learners to practice
signing through games, songs, and stories. Parents and educators will find it
a valuable tool for introducing sign language to kids.



4. “Signing Naturally: Student Workbook, Units 1-6”
Widely used in classrooms, this workbook accompanies the popular Signing
Naturally curriculum. It offers structured lessons focusing on vocabulary,
grammar, and conversational skills. The exercises promote active learning and
help students track their progress effectively.

5. “American Sign Language Dictionary”
This comprehensive dictionary features thousands of signs with detailed
descriptions and illustrations. It serves as an essential reference for
learners at any level, helping to expand vocabulary and understanding. The
clear layout makes it easy to find and learn new signs quickly.

6. “The Joy of Signing: The Illustrated Guide to Mastering Sign Language and
the Deaf Culture”
A classic in the field, this book combines sign language instruction with
insights into Deaf culture. It includes over 1,000 illustrations and covers a
wide range of topics from basic signs to advanced phrases. Readers gain both
linguistic skills and cultural awareness.

7. “Signing Basics: A Practical Guide to ASL Vocabulary and Grammar”
Focused on building a solid foundation, this guide explains key ASL grammar
rules and vocabulary. It offers practical examples and exercises to reinforce
learning. The straightforward approach helps learners develop fluency and
confidence in daily communication.

8. “Baby Sign Language Made Easy: Learn and Teach Your Baby to Communicate”
This book helps parents introduce sign language to their infants and toddlers
to enhance early communication. It provides simple signs, step-by-step
instructions, and tips for incorporating signing into everyday routines. The
goal is to reduce frustration and strengthen the parent-child bond.

9. “ASL Stories and Rhymes: A Collection of Signed Literature for Beginners”
Ideal for learners who want to practice comprehension and expressive signing,
this collection features popular stories and rhymes translated into ASL. It
encourages engagement with the language through storytelling and performance.
The book also includes cultural notes to enrich the learning experience.
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basic guide to the alphabet, vocabulary, and techniques it takes to connect using American Sign
Language. Whether signing out of necessity or learning for the sake of growing, you will enjoy this
practical primer. After reading this book, you will be able to use American Sign Language in a social,
educational, or professional setting. Whether the goal is to communicate with hearing-impaired
grandparent, a child with special needs in school, or an infant, people learn sign language for many
different reasons. Easy to read and reference—and complete with images and examples of common
signs—this basic guide allows you to make a meaningful connection that's otherwise impossible.
  i do sign language: Sign Language Linguistics Howard Burton, 2020-10-01 This book is based
on an in-depth filmed conversation between Howard Burton and renowned researcher of sign
languages Carol Padden, the Sanford I. Berman Chair in Language and Human Communication at
UC San Diego. This extensive conversation covers topics such as growing up with ASL, Carol’s early
work with Bill Stokoe, the linguistic complexity, structure and properties of ASL and other sign
languages, the development of new sign languages throughout the world, the role of gesture and
embodiment, and much more. This carefully-edited book includes an introduction, Heeding the
Signs, and questions for discussion at the end of each chapter: I. Choosing languages - Faulty
assumptions and different sides II. Distance Education - A formative experience III. Signing as
Language - Bill Stokoe and the development of ASL IV. Diversity and Structure - The many shades of
sign languages V. Distinctiveness - Language, identity, and the question of affordances VI.
Embodiment - Making sense of the world around us through our bodies VII. A Cultural Window -
Change, humour and balance VIII. Predictions and Proclivities - Speculations on the future, fillers
and gender markers IX. Examining Diversity - Brain scans, sign-twisters and gesturing Italians X.
Making Comparison - Efficiency, community and complexity About Ideas Roadshow Conversations:
Presented in an accessible, conversational format, Ideas Roadshow books not only explore frontline
academic research but also reveal the inspirations and personal journeys behind the research.
  i do sign language: The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language Tracey Porpora, 2011
Using a tailored form of American Sign Language (ASL), the book guides parents through the
process of teaching an infant to understand beginning sign language.
  i do sign language: We Can Sign! Tara Adams, 2025-06-17 Easy signing is in your hands—an
illustrated guide for kids ages 8 to 12 Discover how simple learning sign language for kids can be!
Whether it's for reaching out to a Deaf person, chatting with friends across a crowded room, or just
learning an amazing new language, We Can Sign! is an essential guide to getting started with
American Sign Language for kids. Bursting with almost 200 fully-illustrated signs, memory tips, and
more, this instructional aid for sign language for kids makes mastering ASL easy. Ten chapters take
you all the way from sign language basics and conversation phrases to must-have vocab. Get signing
today! We Can Sign! An Essential Illustrated Guide to American Sign Language for Kids includes:
Up-to-date info—Learn the most modern version of American Sign Language—while also getting fun
insight into Deaf culture. Clear illustrations—Start signing fast with detailed drawings that show
exactly how each sign should look. 182 signs you need—Lessons begin simple and progress to more
advanced ideas as you learn words and phrases that are perfect for use in a variety of situations. Get
a helping hand with this fully illustrated guide to sign language for kids!
  i do sign language: Learn American Sign Language James W. Guido, 2015-09-10 American
Sign Language (ASL) is a vibrant, easy-to-learn language that is used by approximately half a million
people each day. Current with the latest additions to ASL and filled with thousands of brand new
photographs by Deaf actors, Learn American Sign Language is the most comprehensive guide of its
kind. - Learn more than 800 signs, including signs for school, the workplace, around the house, out
and about, food and drink, nature, emotions, small talk, and more. - Unlock the storytelling
possibilities of ASL with classifiers, easy ways to modify signs that can turn fishing into catching a
big fish and walking into walking with a group. - Find out how to make sentences with signs, use the
proper facial expressions with your signs, and other vital tips.
  i do sign language: Sign Language Speedy Publishing, 2014-09-19 A Sign Language study
guide is a tool that accompanies a basic course in American Sign Language. It is designed to contain



drills featuring sentences in order to give the student an effective way to practice speaking this
language. A study guide for Sign Language reinforces the lessons already learned, in addition to
reviewing and incorporating previous lessons. Many individuals who are learning Sign Language for
the first time find that a study guide is an immensely helpful and useful tool for helping them review
as well as remember the information that they have just learned from their regular textbook.
  i do sign language: The Linguistics of British Sign Language Rachel Sutton-Spence, Bencie
Woll, 1999-03-18 This is the first detailed explanation of the way British Sign Language works and is
the product of many years' experience of research and teaching sign linguistics to deaf and hearing
people. It assumes no previous knowledge of linguistics or sign language, and is not structured
around traditional headings such as phonology, morphology and syntax. Instead it is set out in such
a way as to help learners and their teachers understand the linguistic principles behind the
language. There are sections on BSL grammar and also on the use of BSL, including social
acceptability in signing, variation, and poetry and humour in BSL. Technical terms and linguistic
jargon are kept to a minimum, and the text contains many examples from English, BSL, and other
spoken and sign languages. The book is amply illustrated and contains exercises, as well as a
reading list for further study. An accompanying 90-minute DVD is available from Talk With Sign
Books. To find out more, visit
http://www.talkwithsign.com/linguistics-british-sign-language-p-741.html.
  i do sign language: The Indian Sign Language William Philo Clark, 1885 Under orders from
General Sheridan, Captain W. P. Clark spent over six years among the Plains Indians and other
tribes studying their sign language. In addition to an alphabetical cataloguing of signs, Clark gives
valuable background information on many tribes and their history and customs. Considered the
classic of its field, this book provides, entirely in prose form, how to speak the language entirely
through sign language, without one diagram provided.
  i do sign language: Linguistics of American Sign Language Clayton Valli, Ceil Lucas, 2000
New 4th Edition completely revised and updated with new DVD now available; ISBN 1-56368-283-4.
  i do sign language: Advances in the Sign Language Development of Deaf Children
Brenda Schick, Marc Marschark, Patricia Elizabeth Spencer, 2005-09-02 The use of sign language
has a long history. Indeed, humans' first languages may have been expressed through sign. Sign
languages have been found around the world, even in communities without access to formal
education. In addition to serving as a primary means of communication for Deaf communities, sign
languages have become one of hearing students' most popular choices for second-language study.
Sign languages are now accepted as complex and complete languages that are the linguistic equals
of spoken languages. Sign-language research is a relatively young field, having begun fewer than 50
years ago. Since then, interest in the field has blossomed and research has become much more
rigorous as demand for empirically verifiable results have increased. In the same way that
cross-linguistic research has led to a better understanding of how language affects development,
cross-modal research has led to a better understanding of how language is acquired. It has also
provided valuable evidence on the cognitive and social development of both deaf and hearing
children, excellent theoretical insights into how the human brain acquires and structures sign and
spoken languages, and important information on how to promote the development of deaf children.
This volume brings together the leading scholars on the acquisition and development of sign
languages to present the latest theory and research on these topics. They address theoretical as well
as applied questions and provide cogent summaries of what is known about early gestural
development, interactive processes adapted to visual communication, linguisic structures, modality
effects, and semantic, syntactic, and pragmatic development in sign. Along with its companion
volume, Advances in the Spoken Language Development of Deaf and Hard-of Hearing Children, this
book will provide a deep and broad picture about what is known about deaf children's language
development in a variety of situations and contexts. From this base of information, progress in
research and its application will accelerate, and barriers to deaf children's full participation in the
world around them will continue to be overcome.



  i do sign language: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk, Dennis Cokely, 1991
The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides ASL stories,
poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to allow the
student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of sign
language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.
  i do sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Baby Sign Language, 2nd Edition Diane
Ryan, 2009-02-03 You had me at ~wave~ More and more parents are learning and using baby sign
language to communicatewith their little ones. This guide introduces parents to the 150 most
common signs babies can understand and use, including 50 new illustrations. Included are steps to
teach the signs, an expanded section on verbal development, and much more. - Signing boosts
baby's language skills, literacy, and brainpower - A popular topic in the parenting section - 50 new
illustrations for this edition - Includes fun activities and a special 'Sign Language Express' for
parents with little time - Download a sample chapter
  i do sign language: Sign Language Ideologies in Practice Annelies Kusters, Mara Green, Erin
Moriarty, Kristin Snoddon, 2020-08-10 This book focuses on how sign language ideologies influence,
manifest in, and are challenged by communicative practices. Sign languages are minority languages
using the visual-gestural and tactile modalities, whose affordances are very different from those of
spoken languages using the auditory-oral modality.
  i do sign language: Sign Language Made Simple Karen Lewis, 1997-08-18 Sign Language
Made Simple will include five Parts: Part One: an introduction, how to use this book, a brief history
of signing and an explanation of how signing is different from other languages, including its use of
non-manual markers (the use of brow, mouth, etc in signing.) Part Two: Fingerspelling: the signing
alphabet illustrated, the relationship between signing alphabet and ASL signs Part Three: Dictionary
of ASL signs: concrete nouns, abstractions, verbs, describers, other parts of speech-approx. 1,000
illustrations. Will also include instructions for non-manual markers, where appropriate. Part Four:
Putting it all together: sentences and transitions, includes rudimentary sentences and lines from
poems, bible verses, famous quotes-all illustrated. Also, grammatical aspects, word endings, tenses.
Part Five: The Humor of Signing: puns, word plays and jokes. Sign Language Made Simple will have
over 1,200 illustrations, be easy to use, fun to read and more competitively priced than the
competition. It's a knockout addition to the Made Simple list.
  i do sign language: The Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages Ceil Lucas, 2001-10-04 This is
an accessible introduction to the major areas of sociolinguistics as they relate to sign languages and
deaf communities. Clearly organised, it brings together a team of leading experts in sign linguistics
to survey the field, and covers a wide range of topics including variation, multilingualism,
bilingualism, language attitudes, discourse analysis, language policy and planning. The book
examines how sign languages are distributed around the world; what occurs when they come in
contact with spoken and written languages; and how signers use them in a variety of situations.
Each chapter introduces the key issues in each area of inquiry and provides a comprehensive review
of the literature. The book also includes suggestions for further reading and helpful exercises. The
Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages will be welcomed by students in deaf studies, linguistics and
interpreter training, as well as spoken language researchers, and researchers and teachers of sign
language.
  i do sign language: Sign Language Jim G. Kyle, James Kyle, Bencie Woll, 1988-02-26 The
discovery of the importance of sign language in the deaf community is very recent indeed. This book
provides a study of the communication and culture of deaf people, and particularly of the deaf
community in Britain. The authors' principal aim is to inform educators, psychologists, linguists and
professionals working with deaf people about the rich language the deaf have developed for
themselves - a language of movement and space, of the hands and of the eyes, of abstract



communication as well as iconic story telling. The first chapters of the book discuss the history of
sign language use, its social aspects and the issues surrounding the language acquisition of deaf
children (BSL) follows, and the authors also consider how the signs come into existence, change
over time and alter their meanings, and how BSL compares and contrasts with spoken languages
and other signed languages. Subsequent chapters examine sign language learning from a
psychological perspective and other cognitive issues. The book concludes with a consideration of the
applications of sign language research, particularly in the contentious field of education. There is
still much to be discovered about sign language and the deaf community, but the authors have
succeeded in providing an extensive framework on which other researchers can build, from which
professionals can develop a coherent practice for their work with deaf people, and from which
hearing parents of deaf children can draw the confidence to understand their children's world.
  i do sign language: Sign Language Research Sixty Years Later: Current and Future
Perspectives Valentina Cuccio, Erin Wilkinson, Brigitte Garcia, Adam Schembri, Erin Moriarty,
Sabina Fontana, 2022-11-14
  i do sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Theoretical and Experimental Sign Language
Research Josep Quer, Roland Pfau, Annika Herrmann, 2021-03-11 The Routledge Handbook of
Theoretical and Experimental Sign Language Research bridges the divide between theoretical and
experimental approaches to provide an up-to-date survey of key topics in sign language research.
With 29 chapters written by leading and emerging scholars from around the world, this Handbook
covers the following key areas: On the theoretical side, all crucial aspects of sign language grammar
studied within formal frameworks such as Generative Grammar On the experimental side,
theoretical accounts are supplemented by experimental evidence gained in psycho- and
neurolinguistic studies On the descriptive side, the main phenomena addressed in the reviewed
scholarship are summarized in a way that is accessible to readers without previous knowledge of
sign languages Each chapter features an introduction, an overview of existing research, and a
critical assessment of hypotheses and findings. The Routledge Handbook of Theoretical and
Experimental Sign Language Research is key reading for all advanced students and researchers
working at the intersection of sign language research, linguistics, psycholinguistics, and
neurolinguistics. Chapters 5, 18 and 19 of this book are freely available as a downloadable Open
Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons [Attribution-Non
Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND)] 4.0 license.
  i do sign language: Nominal Modification in Italian Sign Language Lara Mantovan,
2017-05-08 Since the recent creation of a large-scale corpus of Italian Sign Language (LIS), a new
research branch has been established to study the sociolinguistic variation characterizing this
language in various linguistic domains. However, for nominal modification, the role of
language-internal variation remains uncertain. This volume represents the first attempt to
investigate sign order variability in this domain, examining what shapes the syntactic structure of
LIS nominal expressions. In particular, three empirical studies are presented and discussed: the first
two are corpus studies investigating the distribution and duration of nominal modifiers, while the
third deals with the syntactic behavior of cardinal numerals, an unexplored area. In this enterprise,
three different theoretical dimensions of inquiry are innovatively combined: linguistic typology,
generative linguistics, and sociolinguistics. The research setup involves both quantitative and
qualitative data. This mixed approach starts from corpus data to present the phenomenon, examine
linguistic facts on a large scale, and draw questions from these, and then looks at elicited and
judgment-based data to provide valid insights and refine the analysis. Crucially, the combination of
different methods contributes to a better understanding of the mechanisms driving nominal
modification in LIS and its internal variation.
  i do sign language: Sign Languages of the World Julie Bakken Jepsen, Goedele De Clerck, Sam
Lutalo-Kiingi, William B. McGregor, 2015-10-16 Although a number of edited collections deal with
either the languages of the world or the languages of particular regions or genetic families, only a
few cover sign languages or even include a substantial amount of information on them. This



handbook provides information on some 38 sign languages, including basic facts about each of the
languages, structural aspects, history and culture of the Deaf communities, and history of research.
This information will be of interest not just to general audiences, including those who are deaf, but
also to linguists and students of linguistics. By providing information on sign languages in a manner
accessible to a less specialist audience, this volume fills an important gap in the literature.
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