
i have in sign language

i have in sign language is a fundamental phrase that is essential for
effective communication within the Deaf and hard-of-hearing communities.
Understanding how to express "I have" in sign language is crucial for
conveying possession, experiences, and personal information clearly and
accurately. This article explores the different ways to sign "I have" in
American Sign Language (ASL), the grammar rules surrounding its use, and
variations across other sign languages. Additionally, it highlights the
importance of mastering such phrases for both beginners and advanced sign
language users. The guide also covers common mistakes to avoid and provides
tips for practicing the sign correctly. Below is a detailed overview of the
content covered in this comprehensive article.

Understanding the Sign for "I Have" in American Sign Language

Grammar and Usage of "I Have" in Sign Language

Variations of "I Have" in Different Sign Languages

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Practical Tips for Learning and Practicing "I Have"

Understanding the Sign for "I Have" in American
Sign Language

The phrase "I have" in sign language, particularly in American Sign Language
(ASL), is expressed using specific handshapes and movements that convey
possession or existence. ASL does not follow the same grammatical structure
as English, so understanding the sign for "I have" requires familiarity with
ASL syntax and iconic gestures. Typically, the sign for "have" involves
placing both hands in a claw shape near the chest, symbolizing possession or
something held close to the body.

How to Sign "I Have" in ASL

To sign "I have" in ASL, begin by pointing to yourself using the index finger
of your dominant hand, which represents the pronoun "I." Immediately follow
this by forming both hands into a claw shape and placing them on the chest.
This movement visually represents the concept of possession or something
belonging to the signer. The combination of the personal pronoun and the
possessive sign effectively communicates "I have."

Visual Description of the Sign

The sign for "have" in ASL is iconic and easy to recognize. Both hands form a
curved claw shape, fingers bent, and palms facing the body. The hands are
positioned on the chest, emphasizing the idea of holding or possessing
something. This visualization helps reinforce the meaning of "I have" and



supports non-verbal communication.

Grammar and Usage of "I Have" in Sign Language

The grammar of sign language differs significantly from spoken English. In
ASL, word order and facial expressions play a critical role in conveying
meaning, especially for phrases like "I have." This section explores how "I
have" fits into ASL grammar, including sentence structure and related
expressions.

Subject-Verb Agreement in ASL

In ASL, the subject "I" is often indicated by pointing to oneself, while
"have" is conveyed through the possessive sign described earlier. Unlike
English, ASL does not use auxiliary verbs, so the verb "have" is signed
directly without additional helping words. The subject and verb are combined
in a compact and expressive manner, making the communication clear and
efficient.

Using "I Have" to Express Possession and Experience

The phrase "I have" is versatile in ASL, used not only to indicate possession
of objects but also to express experiences, conditions, and relationships.
For example, "I have a car" or "I have a question" can be signed by combining
"I have" with the appropriate noun or concept. Facial expressions and body
language often accompany the sign to add emotional context or emphasis.

Variations of "I Have" in Different Sign
Languages

While American Sign Language is widely used in the United States and parts of
Canada, other countries have their own sign languages with unique signs for
"I have." Understanding these variations is important for cross-cultural
communication and for learners interested in global sign language diversity.

British Sign Language (BSL) Equivalent

In British Sign Language, the expression for "I have" involves a different
handshape and movement pattern than ASL. Typically, the dominant hand is
positioned near the chest or upper body area and moves slightly to indicate
possession. The pronoun "I" is also signed differently, often by tapping the
chest with the index finger. These distinctions highlight the linguistic
diversity within sign languages.

Signed Exact English (SEE) and Other Systems

Signed Exact English (SEE) is a system that attempts to represent English
grammar and vocabulary using signs. In SEE, "I have" is signed more
literally, often combining the signs for "I" and "have" in a sequence that



closely mirrors spoken English. This contrasts with ASL's more conceptual
approach. Other sign languages like Auslan (Australian Sign Language) or
Langue des Signes Française (LSF) also have their own unique signs for "I
have."

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Mastering the sign for "I have" requires attention to detail and practice.
Several common mistakes can hinder communication or lead to
misunderstandings. This section outlines these errors and provides guidance
on how to avoid them.

Incorrect Handshape and Placement

One frequent error is using the wrong handshape when signing "have." The
correct claw handshape is essential to convey possession clearly.
Additionally, placing the hands too far from the chest or using palms facing
outward can confuse the meaning. Practicing the correct handshape and
placement helps ensure clarity.

Omitting the Pronoun "I"

Failing to indicate the subject pronoun "I" by pointing to oneself can result
in ambiguous signs that may be interpreted as third-person possession or a
general statement. Always start the phrase by pointing to the chest or
yourself to specify that the statement refers to the signer.

Lack of Facial Expression and Non-Manual Signals

Facial expressions and body language are integral parts of sign language
grammar. When signing "I have," neglecting to use appropriate non-manual
signals can reduce the effectiveness of the communication. For example,
raising eyebrows or nodding can add emphasis or clarify the statement.

Practical Tips for Learning and Practicing "I
Have"

Learning to sign "I have" proficiently requires consistent practice and
exposure to native signers. This section offers practical advice to help
learners improve their skills and integrate this phrase smoothly into
conversations.

Practice with Repetition and Context

Repeating the sign for "I have" in various sentences and contexts helps
reinforce muscle memory and understanding. Incorporate the phrase into daily
practice by signing sentences like "I have a dog," "I have a question," or "I
have a meeting."



Use Visual Resources and Videos

Watching videos and tutorials featuring native ASL users signing "I have" can
improve comprehension and technique. Visual learning aids clarify handshapes,
movements, and facial expressions associated with the phrase.

Engage with the Deaf Community

Interacting with Deaf individuals and participating in sign language meetups
or classes provides invaluable real-world practice. Feedback from experienced
signers helps correct mistakes and enhances fluency.

Maintain Consistency and Patience

Sign language acquisition is a gradual process that benefits from regular
practice and patience. Consistent effort in mastering fundamental phrases
like "I have" builds a solid foundation for more advanced communication
skills.

Learn the correct handshape: claw hands for "have."

Start with the pronoun "I" by pointing to oneself.

Practice with different nouns and contexts.

Incorporate facial expressions and body language.

Use video resources for visual reference.

Engage with native signers for feedback.

Be patient and practice regularly.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you sign 'I have' in American Sign Language
(ASL)?

In ASL, 'I have' is signed by pointing to yourself with your index finger
(for 'I'), then placing your flat hand on your chest and moving it slightly
outward to indicate possession ('have').

Is there a specific sign for 'have' in sign language?

Yes, the sign for 'have' in ASL involves placing both hands in a claw shape
on your chest, then pulling them slightly outward to show possession.



Can 'I have' be signed with one hand or two hands in
ASL?

'I have' can be signed using one hand for 'I' (pointing to yourself) and the
other hand to indicate 'have' on the chest, often with two hands forming
claws on the chest.

How do you express 'I have' in British Sign Language
(BSL)?

In BSL, 'I have' is typically signed by pointing to yourself for 'I' and then
using a gesture to indicate possession, often similar to ASL but with
regional variations.

Are there variations in signing 'I have' among
different sign languages?

Yes, different sign languages have unique signs for 'I have.' While ASL uses
a combination of pointing and possession signs, other languages like BSL or
Auslan may use different gestures.

Can the sign for 'I have' be modified to show 'I do
not have'?

Yes, in ASL, you can negate 'I have' by shaking your head 'no' while signing
or by adding the sign for 'not' after signing 'I have.'

Is facial expression important when signing 'I have'
in sign language?

Yes, facial expressions are important in sign language to convey meaning
clearly, including when signing 'I have' to indicate possession or emphasis.

How can beginners practice signing 'I have'
effectively?

Beginners can practice 'I have' by watching ASL instructional videos,
practicing the hand shapes in front of a mirror, and using the sign in simple
sentences.

Does 'I have' in sign language change depending on
context?

Yes, the way you sign 'I have' can vary depending on the context, such as
emphasizing possession, indicating existence, or responding to questions.

What is the difference between signing 'I have' and
'I am' in ASL?

'I have' involves pointing to yourself and showing possession on the chest,
while 'I am' is often signed by pointing to yourself combined with a sign
that expresses the state of being or identity.



Additional Resources
1. “I Have a Dream: Learning Sign Language with Martin Luther King Jr.”
This book introduces young readers to American Sign Language (ASL) through
the inspiring words of Martin Luther King Jr. It teaches the signs for key
phrases from his famous speech, including “I have a dream.” The engaging
illustrations and simple explanations make it perfect for beginners
interested in both history and sign language.

2. “I Have Hands: A Beginner’s Guide to Sign Language”
Designed for children and adults new to sign language, this book covers basic
vocabulary and phrases, including how to say “I have” in ASL. It includes
step-by-step illustrations and tips for practicing signs in everyday
conversation. The approachable format encourages confidence in learning sign
language.

3. “I Have Something to Say: Express Yourself in Sign Language”
This interactive book focuses on empowering readers to communicate their
thoughts and feelings using sign language. It features practical phrases such
as “I have,” “I want,” and “I feel,” with visual guides to each sign.
Exercises and activities help reinforce learning and build fluency.

4. “I Have a Voice: Stories from Deaf Culture”
A collection of personal stories and experiences from members of the Deaf
community, this book highlights the importance of sign language as a means of
self-expression. It explores the phrase “I have” within various contexts,
emphasizing identity and communication. Readers gain insight into Deaf
culture alongside language learning.

5. “I Have a Question: Asking in Sign Language”
Focused on the art of asking questions in ASL, this book teaches how to sign
phrases beginning with “I have” to inquire about needs, possessions, and
feelings. It offers clear explanations of facial expressions and body
language essential to effective signing. This resource is ideal for learners
aiming to improve conversational skills.

6. “I Have Joy: Emotions and Feelings in Sign Language”
This book explores how to express emotions like joy, sadness, and excitement
through ASL. It includes detailed instructions on signing “I have” combined
with various emotional states, helping readers communicate their inner
experiences. The colorful illustrations and relatable scenarios make
emotional expression accessible.

7. “I Have a Friend Who Signs: Building Connections with Sign Language”
A heartwarming story about friendship and communication, this book encourages
readers to learn sign language to connect with Deaf friends. It teaches
essential phrases including “I have,” fostering empathy and inclusivity. The
narrative approach makes learning natural and enjoyable.

8. “I Have a Secret: Storytelling in Sign Language”
This creative book invites readers to tell their own stories using sign
language, starting with phrases like “I have a secret.” It provides guidance
on narrative structure and expressive signing techniques. Perfect for
learners who want to develop storytelling skills and confidence in ASL.

9. “I Have a Dream Sign Language Workbook”
A practical workbook designed to accompany sign language classes or self-
study, focusing on foundational phrases such as “I have.” It includes
exercises, quizzes, and space for practice, making it a comprehensive tool



for mastering basic ASL communication. The workbook format supports
structured learning and progress tracking.
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  i have in sign language: The Deaf Way Carol Erting, 1994 Selected papers from the
conference held in Washington DC, July 9-14, 1989.
  i have in sign language: Autism National Society for Autistic Children (U.S.), National
Institute of Mental Health (U.S.), 1973
  i have in sign language: The Disability Studies Reader Lennard J. Davis, 2013-05-02 The
Fourth Edition of the Disability Studies Reader breaks new ground by emphasizing the global,
transgender, homonational, and posthuman conceptions of disability. Including physical disabilities,
but exploring issues around pain, mental disability, and invisible disabilities, this edition explores
more varieties of bodily and mental experience. New histories of the legal, social, and cultural give a
broader picture of disability than ever before. Now available for the first time in eBook format
978-0-203-07788-7.
  i have in sign language: Culture, Deafness & Music , 2025-05-01 This book is a timely and
thought-provoking book and an important contribution to the expanding transdisciplinary field of
Deaf Studies. Authors, most of whom are Deaf, critically examine aspects of Deaf culture, reflect on
diversity within the Deaf community, and advocate for the recognition of Deaf people as a
linguistic-cultural minority. Grounded in critical pedagogy as its theoretical framework, the book
highlights the persistent oppressive forces faced by Deaf people and also the challenges to these
oppressive forces to promote social justice through acts of resistance and affirmation, particularly
expressed through the arts, including music.
  i have in sign language: The MIT Encyclopedia of the Cognitive Sciences (MITECS) Robert A.
Wilson, Frank C. Keil, 2001-09-04 Since the 1970s the cognitive sciences have offered
multidisciplinary ways of understanding the mind and cognition. The MIT Encyclopedia of the
Cognitive Sciences (MITECS) is a landmark, comprehensive reference work that represents the
methodological and theoretical diversity of this changing field. At the core of the encyclopedia are
471 concise entries, from Acquisition and Adaptationism to Wundt and X-bar Theory. Each article,
written by a leading researcher in the field, provides an accessible introduction to an important
concept in the cognitive sciences, as well as references or further readings. Six extended essays,
which collectively serve as a roadmap to the articles, provide overviews of each of six major areas of
cognitive science: Philosophy; Psychology; Neurosciences; Computational Intelligence; Linguistics
and Language; and Culture, Cognition, and Evolution. For both students and researchers, MITECS
will be an indispensable guide to the current state of the cognitive sciences.
  i have in sign language: Signing Elaine Costello, Ph.D., 2009-12-30 American Sign Language
is a wonderful silent language of hands, face, and body that is rich with nuance, emotion, and grace.
Bantam is proud to present the newly revised Signing : How To Speak With Your Hands, a
comprehensive and easy-to-use guide that has long been the invaluable and definitive guide for
families, friends, and professionals who need to communicate effectively with deaf children and
adults. Now this expanded edition, with redesigned interiors and updated material, includes even
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more signs; large, upper-torso illustrations clearly show formation and movement of the hands, and
their relation to the face and body. All the beautifully illustrated signs are accompanied by precise,
easy-to-follow instructions on how to form them. This complete guide includes chapters on common
phrases, the alphabet, foods and eating, health, recreation, and the newest chapter covering
technology, politics. education, and music.
  i have in sign language: Deaf People, Injustice and Reconciliation Hisayo Katsui, Maija
Koivisto, Pauli Rautiainen, Niina Meriläinen, Suvi-Maaria Tepora-Niemi, Merja Tarvainen, Päivi
Raino, Heikki Hiilamo, 2024-11-26 This book focuses on injustices that have taken place to deaf
people and the sign language community in Finland from 1900. For decades, memories and stories
about past injustices have been passed down from one generation to another among deaf people and
the sign language community. This research explains this history from the perspective of deaf people
and their community and contributes to the truth and reconciliation process of the Finnish
Government with the community, which is globally the first of its kind. Using participatory research
methods, it is relevant for Disability Studies, Social Work, and Human Rights Studies, Political
Science and History.
  i have in sign language: Deaf People in Hitler's Europe Donna F. Ryan, 2002 Key
presentations from the Deaf People in Hitler's Europe, 1933-1945 Conference have been integrated
with additional important work into three crucial parts: Racial Hygiene, the German Experience and
the Jewish Deaf experience.
  i have in sign language: Cerebral Asymmetries , 2025-03-13 Cerebral Asymmetries, Volume
208 summarizes research on cerebral hemispheric asymmetries and their implication for
consciousness cognition, language emotion, behavior movement, and neurological disease. The book
discusses anatomy and networks, genetics, hormones, and evolution, although it is primarily focused
on animal research as it relates back to humans. - Summarizes research on cerebral hemispheric
asymmetries - Identifies impact on consciousness, cognition, language, behavior, movement, and
more - Includes animal and human research - Covers anatomy, genetics, hormones, and evolution
  i have in sign language: An Introduction to the Languages of the World Anatole Lyovin,
Brett Kessler, William Leben, 2016-12-01 Unique in scope, An Introduction to the Languages of the
World introduces linguistics students to the variety of world's languages. Students will gain
familiarity with concepts such as sound change, lexical borrowing, diglossia, and language diffusion,
and the rich variety of linguistic structure in word order, morphological types, grammatical
relations, gender, inflection, and derivation. It offers the opportunity to explore structures of varying
and fascinating languages even with no prior acquaintance. A chapter is devoted to each of the
world's continents, with in-depth analyses of representative languages of Europe, Asia, Africa,
Oceania, and America, and separate chapters cover writing systems and pidgins and creoles. Each
chapter contains exercises and recommendations for further reading. New to this edition are eleven
original maps as well as sections on sign languages and language death and revitalization. For
greater readability, basic language facts are now organized in tables, and language samples follow
international standards for phonetic transcription and word-by-word glossing. There is an
instructor's manual available for registered instructors on the book's companion website.
  i have in sign language: A Handbook for African Mother-Tongue Bible Translators Isaac
Boaheng, 2022-03-22 ‘A Handbook for African Mother-Tongue Bible Translators’ examines key
theoretical and practical issues to equip readers with the basic skills required to translate the Bible
naturally, accurately, faithfully and clearly into their mother tongues. Since accurate translation
enhances the interpretation and application of Scripture, the book will also improve the
hermeneutical ability of the reader. The book is divided into two parts: the first part deals with
theoretical issues related to Bible translation in general (with the African context in focus), and the
second focuses on the key practical matters in translation. This text will appeal to undergraduate
and graduate seminary students and students of translation studies at private and public universities
in Africa and beyond; Bible translators and consultants will also find the text useful.
  i have in sign language: Innovations Through Information Technology Information Resources



Management Association. International Conference, 2004-01-01 Innovations Through Information
Technology aims to provide a collection of unique perspectives on the issues surrounding the
management of information technology in organizations around the world and the ways in which
these issues are addressed. This valuable book is a compilation of features including the latest
research in the area of IT utilization and management, in addition to being a valuable source in
support of teaching and research agendas.
  i have in sign language: The Scientific American Reader to Accompany Myers Scientific
American, 2004-08 Hand-picked by David Myers, these 14 classic and current articles provide
another tool for enhancing lectures, encouraging discussions, and emphasizing the relevance of
psychology to everyday life. Contents 1. Humbled History [Robert-Benjamin Illing] 2. Rethinking the
'Lesser Brain' [James M. Bower and Lawrence M. Parsons] 3. Promised Land or Purgatory?
[Catherine Johnson] 4. Music in Your Head [Eckart O. Alternmuller] 5. Sign Language in the Brain
[Gregory Hickok, Ursula Bellugi, and Edward S. Klima] 6. Television Addiction is No Mere Metaphor
[Robert Kubey and Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi] 7. Islands of Genius [Darold A. Treffert and Gregory L.
Wallace] 8. Emotion, Memory, and the Brain [Joseph LeDoux] 9. The Tyranny of Choice [Barry
Schwartz] 10. The Mind-Body Interaction in Disease [Esther M. Sternberg and Philip W. Gold] 11.
Freud Returns [Mark 11. Solms] 12. Manic Depression and Illness and Creativity [Kay Redfield
Jamison] 13. Decoding Schizophrenia [Daniel C. Javitt and Joseph T. Coyle, Scientific American] 14.
The Science of Persuasion [Robert Cialdini]
  i have in sign language: Proceedings National Conference of Superintendents and Principals
of Institutions for Deaf Mutes, 1888
  i have in sign language: International Research Seminar on the Vocational
Rehabilitation of Deaf Persons, Washington, Hot Springs, New York. May 25-June 14, 1968
Glenn T. Lloyd, 1968
  i have in sign language: Ten Lectures on Cognitive Linguistics and the Unification of Spoken
and Signed Languages Sherman Wilcox, 2017-11-06 In Ten Lectures on Cognitive Linguistics and
the Unification of Spoken and Signed Languages Sherman Wilcox suggests that rather than
abstracting away from the material substance of language, linguists can discover the deep
connections between signed and spoken languages by taking an embodied view. This embodied
solution reveals the patterns and principles that unite languages across modalities. Using a
multidisciplinary approach, Wilcox explores such issues as the how to apply cognitive grammar to
the study of signed languages, the pervasive conceptual iconicity present throughout the lexicon and
grammar of signed languages, the relation of language and gesture, the grammaticization of signs,
the significance of motion for understanding language as a dynamic system, and the integration of
cognitive neuroscience and cognitive linguistics.
  i have in sign language: Computers Helping People with Special Needs Klaus Miesenberger,
Arthur Karshmer, Petr Penaz, Wolfgang Zagler, 2012-07-09 The two-volume set LNCS 7382 and
7383 constiutes the refereed proceedings of the 13th International Conference on Computers
Helping People with Special Needs, ICCHP 2012, held in Linz, Austria, in July 2012. The 147 revised
full papers and 42 short papers were carefully reviewed and selected from 364 submissions. The
papers included in the second volume are organized in the following topical sections: portable and
mobile systems in assistive technology; assistive technology, HCI and rehabilitation; sign 2.0: ICT for
sign language users: information sharing, interoperability, user-centered design and collaboration;
computer-assisted augmentative and alternative communication; easy to Web between science of
education, information design and speech technology; smart and assistive environments: ambient
assisted living; text entry for accessible computing; tactile graphics and models for blind people and
recognition of shapes by touch; mobility for blind and partially sighted people; and human-computer
interaction for blind and partially sighted people.
  i have in sign language: Fluency in L2 Learning and Use Pekka Lintunen, Maarit Mutta,
Pauliina Peltonen, 2019-12-06 This book brings together theoretical and empirical approaches to
second language (L2) fluency and provides a state-of-the-art overview of current research on the



topic. The strength of the volume lies in its interdisciplinarity: the chapters approach fluency from
non-traditional starting points and go beyond disciplinary boundaries in their contributions. The
volume includes chapters investigating fluency from an L2 perspective and integrates perspectives
from related fields, such as psycholinguistics, sign language studies and L2 assessment. The book
extends the common foci and approaches of fluency studies and offers new perspectives that enable
readers to evaluate critically existing paradigms and models. This encourages the development of
more comprehensive frameworks and directs future L2 fluency research into new areas of L2
learning and use.
  i have in sign language: Encyclopedia of Bilingual Education Josue M. Gonzalez, 2008-06-05
With articles on Spanglish and Spanish loan words in English as well as Southeast Asian refugees
and World Englishes, this encyclopedia has a broad scope that will make it useful in academic and
large public libraries serving those involved in teaching and learning in multiple languages. Also
available as an ebook. — Booklist The simplest definition of bilingual education is the use of two
languages in the teaching of curriculum content in K–12 schools. There is an important difference to
keep in mind between bilingual education and the study of foreign languages as school subjects: In
bilingual education, two languages are used for instruction, and the goal is academic success in and
through the two languages. The traditional model of foreign-language study places the emphasis on
the acquisition of the languages themselves. The field of bilingual education is dynamic and even
controversial. The two volumes of this comprehensive, first-stop reference work collect and
synthesize the knowledge base that has been well researched and accepted in the United States and
abroad while also taking note of how this topic affects schools, research centers, legislative bodies,
advocacy organizations, and families. The Encyclopedia of Bilingual Education is embedded in
several disciplines, including applied linguistics, politics, civil rights, historical events, and of course,
classroom instruction. This work is a compendium of information on bilingual education and related
topics in the United States with select international contributors providing global insight onto the
field. Key Features Explores in a comprehensive, non-technical way the intricacies of this subject
from multiple perspectives: its history, policy, classroom practice, instructional design, and research
bases Shows connections between bilingual education and related subjects, such as linguistics,
education equity issues, socio-cultural diversity, and the nature of demographic change in the United
States Documents the history of bilingual education in the last half of the 20th century and
summarizes its roots in earlier periods Discusses important legislation and litigation documents Key
Themes · Family, Community, and Society · History · Instructional Design · Languages and
Linguistics · People and Organizations · Policy Evolution · Social Science Perspectives · Teaching and
Learning The Encyclopedia of Bilingual Education is a valuable resource for those who wish to
understand the polemics associated with this field as well as its technical details. This will be an
excellent addition to any academic library.
  i have in sign language: The Languages of Mainland Southeast Asia N. J. Enfield, 2021-04-01
Mainland Southeast Asia is one of the most fascinating and complex cultural and linguistic areas in
the world. This book provides a rich and comprehensive survey of the history and core systems and
subsystems of the languages of this fascinating region. Drawing on his depth of expertise in
mainland Southeast Asia, Enfield includes more than a thousand data examples from over a hundred
languages from Cambodia, China, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam, bringing
together a wealth of data and analysis that has not previously been available in one place. Chapters
cover the many ways in which these languages both resemble each other, and differ from each
other, and the diversity of the area's languages is highlighted, with a special emphasis on minority
languages, which outnumber the national languages by nearly a hundred to one. The result is an
authoritative treatment of a fascinating and important linguistic area.
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