
i found the answer by mahalia jackson
i found the answer by mahalia jackson is a significant gospel song that highlights the powerful
voice and spiritual depth of one of the genre’s most influential artists. Mahalia Jackson, often revered
as the “Queen of Gospel,” brought profound emotion and passion to her music, and “I Found the
Answer” stands as a testament to her extraordinary talent and faith. This article explores the song’s
background, lyrical themes, musical style, and its impact on gospel music and listeners worldwide.
Additionally, it delves into Mahalia Jackson’s career and legacy, providing a comprehensive
understanding of why “I Found the Answer by Mahalia Jackson” remains a cherished piece in gospel
history. The following sections will guide readers through the essential aspects of the song and the
artist’s enduring influence.

Background and Context of "I Found the Answer"

Lyrics and Themes

Musical Style and Arrangement

Mahalia Jackson’s Career and Influence

Legacy and Impact of "I Found the Answer"

Background and Context of "I Found the Answer"
"I Found the Answer by Mahalia Jackson" was recorded during the height of her career when gospel
music was gaining broader recognition. The song reflects Jackson’s commitment to spreading
messages of hope, faith, and personal transformation through her powerful voice. Emerging during a
period when gospel music was evolving, this track solidified her status as a leading figure in the
genre. The recording captures the essence of the African American spiritual experience and resonates
with listeners seeking solace and spiritual awakening.

Historical Setting
The early to mid-20th century marked a significant era for gospel music, with artists like Mahalia
Jackson bringing spirituals and hymns from the church pews to the mainstream music scene. "I Found
the Answer" was released amid social and cultural changes in America, providing comfort and
inspiration during challenging times. The song’s message aligns with the broader gospel movement
that emphasized personal salvation and divine guidance.

Recording and Production
Produced with a traditional gospel choir and minimal instrumental accompaniment, the recording of "I
Found the Answer" showcases Jackson’s vocal prowess. The production style was intentional to



highlight the raw emotion and spiritual fervor characteristic of her performances. This approach
helped the song maintain its authenticity and powerful impact.

Lyrics and Themes
The lyrics of "I Found the Answer by Mahalia Jackson" convey a message of hope, faith, and
redemption. The song speaks directly to the listener about finding spiritual answers and solace
through belief in a higher power. Its words are simple yet profound, reflecting universal themes
common in gospel music that emphasize trust in God during times of hardship.

Core Message
At its heart, the song declares a personal revelation — the discovery of a spiritual solution to life’s
struggles. The lyrics emphasize perseverance, faith, and the transformative power of divine
intervention. This message resonates deeply with audiences seeking encouragement and reassurance
in their spiritual journeys.

Use of Biblical References
"I Found the Answer" incorporates biblical imagery and allusions that reinforce its spiritual themes.
The song references concepts such as salvation, light overcoming darkness, and the guidance of the
Holy Spirit. These elements strengthen the lyrical narrative and connect it firmly within the gospel
tradition.

Musical Style and Arrangement
The musical arrangement of "I Found the Answer by Mahalia Jackson" exemplifies classic gospel style,
characterized by soulful vocals, call-and-response patterns, and a strong rhythmic foundation. The
song’s structure and instrumentation support its emotional and spiritual intensity, making it a
memorable and uplifting piece.

Vocal Performance
Mahalia Jackson’s voice is the centerpiece of the song, delivering each line with heartfelt conviction
and dynamic range. Her vocal technique combines power, clarity, and emotional depth, allowing her
to convey the song’s message authentically. The gospel choir backing her adds harmonic richness
and reinforces the communal aspect of the spiritual experience.

Instrumentation and Arrangement
The instrumentation typically includes piano, organ, and light percussion, which create a warm and
inviting soundscape. The arrangement is designed to complement Jackson’s vocals without
overpowering them, maintaining focus on the song’s spiritual message. The call-and-response style



enhances listener engagement and replicates the atmosphere of a live church service.

Mahalia Jackson’s Career and Influence
Mahalia Jackson’s contribution to gospel music is unparalleled, with "I Found the Answer" representing
just one example of her vast repertoire of influential songs. Her career spanned several decades,
during which she became a symbol of gospel music’s power to inspire and unite.

Early Life and Musical Beginnings
Born in 1911 in New Orleans, Mahalia Jackson was exposed to gospel music from an early age. Her
upbringing in the church played a crucial role in shaping her vocal style and spiritual outlook. She
began performing publicly as a teenager, gaining recognition for her unique voice and passionate
delivery.

Achievements and Recognition
Jackson’s career was marked by numerous milestones, including performances at major events and
collaborations with prominent artists. She was instrumental in popularizing gospel music beyond
religious circles, influencing genres such as soul and R&B. Her legacy is celebrated through awards,
tributes, and continued reverence in gospel music communities.

Legacy and Impact of "I Found the Answer"
"I Found the Answer by Mahalia Jackson" continues to hold a special place in gospel music history,
inspiring countless artists and listeners. The song’s enduring appeal lies in its heartfelt message and
Jackson’s unforgettable vocal performance. It represents the spiritual resilience and hope that gospel
music embodies.

Cultural Significance
The song has been used in various contexts, from church services to civil rights gatherings,
symbolizing faith and perseverance. Its influence extends beyond music, highlighting the role of
gospel as a cultural and spiritual force in American history.

Influence on Contemporary Gospel and Beyond
Many contemporary gospel artists cite Mahalia Jackson and songs like "I Found the Answer" as
foundational to their musical inspiration. The song’s style and message have permeated modern
gospel, soul, and even secular music, demonstrating its broad and lasting impact.

Powerful vocal delivery by Mahalia Jackson



Deeply spiritual and hopeful lyrical themes

Classic gospel musical arrangement

Significant influence on gospel and popular music

Enduring legacy in cultural and religious contexts

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the artist behind the song 'I Found the Answer'?
The song 'I Found the Answer' is performed by Mahalia Jackson, a renowned gospel singer.

What is the theme of 'I Found the Answer' by Mahalia
Jackson?
The theme of 'I Found the Answer' revolves around faith, hope, and spiritual fulfillment found through
belief in God.

When was 'I Found the Answer' by Mahalia Jackson released?
While the exact release date varies by recording, Mahalia Jackson's popular gospel recordings
including 'I Found the Answer' were primarily released during the 1950s and 1960s.

How did Mahalia Jackson's 'I Found the Answer' influence
gospel music?
Mahalia Jackson's powerful vocals and emotive delivery in 'I Found the Answer' helped popularize
gospel music and inspired many contemporary and future gospel artists.

Where can I listen to 'I Found the Answer' by Mahalia Jackson?
You can listen to 'I Found the Answer' on major music streaming platforms like Spotify, Apple Music,
and YouTube.

What are some notable lyrics from 'I Found the Answer' by
Mahalia Jackson?
Notable lyrics from 'I Found the Answer' emphasize finding peace and salvation through faith, such as
the refrain highlighting the discovery of spiritual answers in God.



Additional Resources
1. Move On Up a Little Higher: The Life of Mahalia Jackson
This biography delves into the inspiring life of Mahalia Jackson, tracing her journey from a humble
upbringing in New Orleans to becoming the Queen of Gospel. It explores her powerful voice, her
influence on gospel music, and her role in the civil rights movement. The book provides personal
anecdotes and historical context that highlight her lasting legacy.

2. I'll Fly Away: The Story of Gospel Music
A comprehensive history of gospel music, this book examines the genre’s roots, evolution, and
cultural significance. It features profiles of influential artists, including Mahalia Jackson, and discusses
how gospel music has shaped and been shaped by social and political movements in America.
Readers gain insight into the spiritual and musical power of gospel.

3. People Get Ready: A New History of Black Gospel Music
This book presents an in-depth exploration of black gospel music’s origins and development. It covers
key figures like Mahalia Jackson, highlighting their contributions to the genre’s growth and their
impact on American culture. The narrative also addresses gospel’s role in fostering community and
inspiring social change.

4. God’s Trombones: Seven Negro Sermons in Verse
Written by James Weldon Johnson, this classic collection of poems captures the rhythm and spirit of
African American preaching traditions. Though not directly about Mahalia Jackson, it reflects the kind
of spiritual and cultural environment that influenced gospel artists of her era. The work is celebrated
for its lyrical power and cultural significance.

5. Keep On Pushing: Black Power Music from Blues to Hip-Hop
This book traces the lineage of African American music as a form of resistance and empowerment,
with gospel music as a foundational element. It includes discussions of Mahalia Jackson’s role in
inspiring both musical innovation and social activism. The text connects gospel’s uplifting messages
to later musical genres and movements.

6. Singing in the Spirit: African-American Sacred Quartets
Focusing on the vibrant tradition of African-American gospel quartets, this book explores the musical
styles and cultural importance of these groups. It situates Mahalia Jackson within the broader gospel
landscape, showing how solo artists and quartets influenced each other. The book also includes
analysis of vocal techniques and performance practices.

7. Lift Every Voice and Sing: The Story of the Negro National Anthem
This title tells the history of the song often called the Black national anthem and its significance within
African American communities. While not centered on Mahalia Jackson, the book contextualizes the
spiritual and cultural milieu that shaped many gospel singers. It highlights the role of music in
expressing hope, resilience, and identity.

8. The Gospel Sound: Good News and Bad Times
A detailed examination of gospel music’s rise and challenges, this book covers the contributions of
pioneers like Mahalia Jackson. It looks at the genre’s commercial success, its spiritual roots, and its
influence on popular music. The narrative also addresses the tensions between tradition and
innovation in gospel.

9. Black Sacred Music: A Story of the Spirit



This book explores the deep spiritual foundations of African American sacred music, including gospel,
spirituals, and hymns. It provides context for Mahalia Jackson’s music, emphasizing the religious and
cultural significance of her repertoire. Readers learn about the ways sacred music has shaped African
American identity and worship practices.
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interested in the solution-focused approach with a plethora of ideas for practice, training, and simply
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inspiration on popular music including the song Turn, Turn, Turn by The Birds, the Pink Floyd album
The Dark Side of the Moon, and Desperado, the 1973 hit by The Eagles, among others. Paul Simon
once advised a young prospective lyricist to raid the Bible for memorable phrases. Just steal them,
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the first ever song was penned. In Turn! Turn! Turn! author and music connoisseur, Steve Turner,
takes an in-depth look at the lyrics and cultural context of 100 of the greatest songs from the 1930s
to today to reveal an often overlooked or ignored strand of influence in popular music -- the Bible.
Indeed, some of the greats -- including Bob Dylan, Leonard Cohen, Bono, Johnny Cash, Sting, and
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of Oliver’s creative ideas for leading an enjoyable and fulfilling life. On January 2, for example,
Oliver suggests taking time out to get happy (do something that makes you happy an hour a day); to
schedule a personal retreat; and to develop a strategic plan for the upcoming year. Reminiscent of
Sarah Ban Breathnach’s Simple Abundance and Iyanla Vanzant’s Acts of Faith: Daily Meditations for
People of Color, but with a special emphasis on nurturing the body as well as the mind, Daily
Cornbread shows African American women how to make each day better.
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Mercy Dianna Anderson, JD, 2022-08-01 Remember, everyone you try to help may not accept your
help, and that is all right because the most important things is that you offered your services. Keep
in mind that some friends and family may not want your help because they feel more secure in the
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them with campy values, Broadway saw a stream of fresh and sometimes provocative reinventions,
including major productions of My Fair Lady, Damn Yankees, Carousel, Show Boat, and Chicago. In
The Complete Book of 1990s Broadway Musicals, Dan Dietz examines in detail every musical that
opened on Broadway during the 1990s. This book discusses the era’s major hits (Miss Saigon, Crazy
for You, Rent), notorious flops (Shogun, Nick & Nora, The Red Shoes), controversial shows (Passion,
The Capeman), and musicals that closed during their pre-Broadway tryouts (Annie 2: Miss
Hannigan’s Revenge, Whistle Down the Wind). In addition to including every hit and flop that
debuted during the decade, this book highlights revivals and personal-appearance revues with such
performers as Sandra Bernhard, Michael Feinstein, Patti LuPone, Liza Minnelli, and Mandy Patinkin.
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productionsBesides separate entries for each production, the book offers numerous appendixes,
including a discography, filmography, and published scripts, as well as lists of Gilbert and Sullivan
operettas, black-themed shows, and Jewish-themed productions. A treasure trove of information, The
Complete Book of 1990s Broadway Musicals provides a comprehensive view of each show. This
significant resource will be of use to scholars, historians, and casual fans of one of the greatest
decades in musical theatre history.
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1955-65 the historian Eric Hobsbawm took the pseudonym 'Francis Newton' and wrote a monthly
column for the New Statesman on jazz - music he had loved ever since discovering it as a boy in
1933 ('the year Adolf Hitler took power in Germany'). Hobsbawm's column led to his writing a
critical history, The Jazz Scene (1959). This enhanced edition from 1993 adds later writings by
Hobsbawm in which he meditates further 'on why jazz is not only a marvellous noise but a central
concern for anyone concerned with twentieth-century society and the twentieth-century arts.' 'All
the greats are covered in passing (Louis Armstrong, Billie Holiday), while further space is given to
Duke Ellington, Ray Charles, Thelonious Monk, Mahalia Jackson, and Sidney Bechet ... Perhaps
Hobsbawm's tastiest comments are about the business side and work ethics, where his historian's
eye strips the jazz scene down to its commercial spine.' Kirkus Reviews
  i found the answer by mahalia jackson: The Handy Christianity Answer Book Stephen A.
Werner, 2019-03-01 Engaging answers to common questions on the history, beliefs, practices and
what it means to be a Christian. What does it mean to be a Christian? What is the core of the faith?
What does it mean to follow the gospel? What is the significance of the rites, rituals, and symbols of
Christianity, such as baptism and the crucifix? Who was Jesus Christ and what was His life like? How
did Christianity start, spread, and grow? What are the differences—and similarities—between
Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, and Protestantism? How did Christianity influence art,
architecture, music, and movies? The Handy Christianity Answer Book provides detailed descriptions
of the teachings of Jesus, Christian beliefs about Jesus, ceremonies, symbols, rituals, observations,
customs, leaders, and organization of the world’s largest religion. It clearly and eloquently explains
how different Christians think and delves into the richness of the Christian tradition. This engaging,
user-friendly primer looks at the significance of the Bible, Jesus, the Apostles, the Trinity, the
Eucharist, historical schisms, divisions among different denominations, worship, sacraments, prayer,
and much more. This important reference answers nearly 900 questions and offers fun facts that
cover Christian history, religious practices, and cultural perspectives, including ... Who is a
Christian? Why are there so many different kinds of Christians? Do the Dead Sea Scrolls tell us
anything about Jesus? What language did Jesus speak? What are the last words spoken by Jesus?
What is the style of the teachings of Jesus? What did Jesus say about loving one’s enemies? Did Jesus
have brothers? Who was John the Baptist? What are the basic beliefs of Mainline Christians? What is
the Nicene Creed? What does Jesus have to do with the way our years are numbered? What is the
Christian belief in an immortal soul? Is Heaven up and Hell down? Are there other kinds of angels
besides angels and archangels? What is the devil? What were the Crusades? What was the Black
Death? Who was Joan of Arc? Why is Martin Luther so important? What was Henry VIII of England’s
role in changing Christianity? What is the Salvation Army? Who was Pere Jacques Marquette? What



are the Gothic cathedrals? Why was the artist Michelangelo important to Christians? Why do most
churches have organs? What is the earliest major film about Jesus? What are the Catholic
Sacraments? What is the Jesus Seminar? What is the largest statue of Jesus? What is the story
behind Our Lady of Guadalupe? This information-rich book also provides a historic timeline, a
glossary of commonly used terms, and a bibliography help further exploration of the world’s largest
religion. A perfect companion for anyone seeking a better understanding of Christianity.
  i found the answer by mahalia jackson: From Africa to Afrocentric Innovations Some
Call "jazz" Karlton E Hester, 2000
  i found the answer by mahalia jackson: Light of The Dove R.A. Sales, 2016-04-21 Miles
Alexander, son of an Alabama sharecropper, is a successful business and entertainment lawyer with
interests as distant as Costa Rica, where—much to his law partners’ dismay—he is about to acquire a
local restaurant chain from the notorious coffee baron, Humberto Cabrera, one of the wealthiest and
most mysterious dons of Central America. Miles’ success however has distanced him from his roots,
altered his belief system, his political views, and the values that shaped him. Fearing Miles will
suffer the same fate as his grandfather, who was crippled at about Miles’ age, Mary Rose Alexander,
the Dove, through a series of transpersonal (quantum) exchanges with Miles while he’s in Costa
Rica, draws him back to Ohio, where upon his arrival she suffers a disabling stroke that marks the
beginning of a long and sometimes painful journey, during which time, in the afterglow of his
Mother’s Light, Miles’ rediscovers what is truly pleasing to his soul, revealed to him in his
hometown, where he is forced to confront issues of race prejudice, poverty and hopelessness, that
are part of Lessons of Home. Can he get beyond the sudden and jarring rift with his white law
partner, the antagonist Reid Lowell? Can he rise above temptation and unbridled materialism, and
embrace compassion and community over competition and individualism? Or will he return to his old
ways and suffer the fate his mother is all too aware of? Reid Milbank Lowell, scion of wealthy
planters from Georgia, finds that his financial and lifestyle interests in the continued success of the
law firm, Alexander, Seasongood & Lowell, far outweigh Miles’ personal interests, leading to a
conflict between the two men that is nothing less than a clash of cultures. The law firm, and its
representation of rappers and others antithetical to Reid’s antebellum roots, has led Reid to stray
from the path his fathers would have him follow. Will he continue along the same path and suffer the
same fate as the mythical Narcissus in a classic case of Death by Envy? Or will he change in time to
avoid a painful ending and the wrath of his ancestors?
  i found the answer by mahalia jackson: Jazz Journal International , 1999
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  i found the answer by mahalia jackson: Reporting Civil Rights Vol. 2 (LOA #138)
Various, 2003-01-06 This Library of America volume, along with its companion, offers a uniquely
panoramic perspective of the fight to bring an end to racial segregation in the United States. It
gathers the work of over 150 diverse writers, representing the best in American journalism. This
second volume charts the movement’s course from the historic 1963 March on Washington through
the violence of the late 1960s to the complex reflections of the early 1970s. Karl Fleming and James
D. Williams report on the murder of four young girls in the Birmingham church bombing; John
Hersey and Alice Lake bear witness to Mississippi’s “Freedom Summer”; Andrew Kopkind, Elizabeth
Hardwick, and Renata Adler offer impressions of the Selma-to-Montgomery March; Robert
Richardson, Jimmy Breslin, and Bob Clark capture the chaos of the Watts and Detroit riots. At the
1966 Meredith March, Paul Good observes the tension emerging between believers in non-violent
resistance and advocates of the new Black Power. Gordon Parks responds to the assassination of
Malcolm X; Joan Didion, Gilbert Moore, and Nora Sayre evoke the phenomenon of the Black
Panthers. Earl Caldwell, the only reporter present, describes King’s assassination, while Garry Wills
and Pat Waters detail its traumatic aftermath. Willie Morris and Marshall Frady look at integration
in the new South, while Tom Wolfe caustically explores new forms of racial confrontation and
Richard Margolis depicts the emergence of a new consciousness among African-American college
students. Each volume contains a detailed chronology of events, biographical profiles and



photographs of the journalists, explanatory notes, and an index. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an
independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s literary
heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America’s best and most significant
writing. The Library of America series includes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative
editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon
markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.
  i found the answer by mahalia jackson: Planning Memorial Celebrations Rob Baker,
2013-03-13 Memorial services are not so much rites for the dead as celebrations by the living and
for the living of the lives of those who have died. Such ceremonies are an important way of saying
good-bye, yet most people are not sure exactly what to do when the task of arranging one falls to
them. Here is a practical and supportive guide, explaining how to cope with all the details when
efficiency is furthest from your mind: Timing, place, and who should participate Selecting a minister
or spiritual leader Choosing the right words and music Writing a eulogy Setting the scene with
flowers, photos, and mementos Bringing closure by providing food, drink, and companionship
afterward In addition to two sample memorial services, an annotated bibliography and discography,
and a listing of memorial societies throughout the country, Rob Baker offers helpful information and
advice on funerals, cremation, undertakers (including where to look on the Web to evaluate what
they have to offer), donating the body or its organs for medical purposes, as well as a brief history of
funerary traditions.
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Found | Online Business Checking for Small Business Owners Found's online business
checking is designed for small businesses, LLCs, and the self-employed. Manage banking,
bookkeeping, taxes, and invoicing all in one app
Found (TV series) - Wikipedia Found is an American procedural drama television series created
by Nkechi Okoro Carroll that premiered on NBC on October 3, 2023 and concluded on . The series
focuses on
Found Season 3 Gets Unexpected Update 2 Months After NBC's   Found is a crime-drama
television series created for NBC by Nkechi Okoro Carroll. The series follows recovery specialist
Gabi Mosely and her colleagues as they attempt to find
Found (TV Series 2023–2025) - IMDb Found: Created by Nkechi Okoro Carroll. With Shanola
Hampton, Kelli Williams, Brett Dalton, Gabrielle Walsh. Each year, over 600,000 people are reported
missing in the United States.
The Real Reason Found Was Canceled - MSN NBC 's Found will not be coming back for Season
3, with the Shanola Hampton and Mark-Paul Gosselar-led show coming to an end with Season 2 after
the network decided to move in
Found - Found - Watch episodes on NBC.com and the NBC App. Shanola Hampton and Mark-Paul
Gosselaar star in the drama about missing people who've been forgotten
‘Found’ Canceled Ahead of Season 2 Finale — How Will It End?   But will we continue to see
that on Found? Unfortunately, no. NBC canceled the series after two seasons on Friday, May 9 —
and it sounds like fans are going to be left with
FOUND Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster The meaning of FOUND is past tense and
past participle of find. How to use found in a sentence
Watch Found (TV Show) Streaming Online | Peacock Watch Found, an NBC drama following
Gabi Mosely, who teams up with a sinister partner to help solve missing persons cases. Stream new
episodes on Peacock!



Found (TV Series 2023-2025) — The Movie Database (TMDB) In any given year, more than
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