
i fought the law chords
i fought the law chords are a fundamental aspect for musicians and guitarists seeking to master
this iconic rock and roll song. Originally written by Sonny Curtis of The Crickets, "I Fought the Law"
gained widespread popularity through covers by artists such as The Bobby Fuller Four and The Clash.
This article explores the essential chords, variations, and playing techniques necessary to perform
this classic tune with confidence and accuracy. Understanding the chord progression and rhythm
patterns is crucial for capturing the song’s distinctive energy and style. Additionally, the article delves
into the historical context and different interpretations that have influenced how the song is played
today. Whether for beginners or advanced players, mastering the i fought the law chords opens the
door to performing a timeless piece of rock history. The following sections provide a detailed
breakdown of chord structures, strumming patterns, and tips for seamless transitions, ensuring an
immersive learning experience.

Understanding the Basic Chords of I Fought the Law

Chord Progression and Structure

Strumming Patterns and Rhythm

Advanced Techniques and Variations

Historical Context and Popular Covers

Understanding the Basic Chords of I Fought the Law
The foundation of playing i fought the law chords lies in mastering a few basic chords that are
repeated throughout the song. The song primarily revolves around three major chords, which are
common in many rock and roll and punk songs. These chords are typically played in the open
position, making the song accessible to guitarists of various skill levels. Knowing these chords not
only facilitates playing the song but also helps in understanding its musical structure and how the
melody interacts with harmony.

Main Chords Required
The core chords used in i fought the law chords include:

G major – A bright and resonant chord that sets the tonal foundation.

C major – Adds a melodic contrast and helps create the song’s catchy progression.

D major – Provides a sense of resolution and movement within the chord sequence.



These chords are played in a steady rhythm that drives the song’s energetic feel. Proficiency in
transitioning smoothly between G, C, and D chords is essential for an authentic rendition of the song.

Additional Chords and Variations
While the basic chords suffice for a standard version, some players incorporate variations such as G7
or Dsus4 to add texture and interest. These chord embellishments can enhance the song’s dynamic
quality and offer a more nuanced performance.

Chord Progression and Structure
The i fought the law chords follow a straightforward and repetitive progression that contributes to the
song’s memorable hook. Understanding the sequence and timing of chord changes is vital for
maintaining the flow and energy throughout the performance.

Typical Progression Pattern
The most common chord progression for the song is:

G major1.

C major2.

D major3.

C major4.

This four-chord loop repeats during the verses and chorus, creating a driving rhythm that supports the
vocal melody. Each chord is typically strummed for one measure, with transitions occurring on the
downbeat to maintain momentum.

Timing and Measures
The song is generally played in 4/4 time, with a moderate tempo that allows for clear articulation of
chords and lyrics. The steady beat emphasizes the rebellious theme of the song, reinforcing its classic
rock vibe.

Strumming Patterns and Rhythm
Strumming is a critical component of playing i fought the law chords effectively. The rhythm pattern
adds character and energy, making the song instantly recognizable. A consistent strumming
technique also supports smooth chord transitions and prevents the performance from sounding
rushed or uneven.



Basic Strumming Pattern
A commonly used strumming pattern for the song is:

Down, Down-Up, Up-Down-Up

This pattern balances rhythm and syncopation, providing a driving pulse that complements the song’s
rebellious lyrics and melody. Practicing this pattern slowly at first helps internalize the rhythm before
playing at full tempo.

Tips for Effective Strumming
To achieve the best sound:

Use a pick with moderate stiffness to produce a clear and bright tone.

Maintain a relaxed wrist motion to ensure fluid strumming.

Emphasize the downbeats slightly to reinforce the song’s rhythmic structure.

Practice muting techniques to control chord ringing and add dynamic contrast.

Advanced Techniques and Variations
For guitarists looking to expand beyond the basic i fought the law chords, there are several advanced
techniques and variations that can enhance the performance. These include incorporating palm
muting, hammer-ons, pull-offs, and slight chord embellishments to add texture and complexity.

Palm Muting
Palm muting involves lightly resting the side of the picking hand on the strings near the bridge to
dampen the sound. This technique creates a percussive effect that adds rhythmic interest and is often
used during verses to build tension.

Chord Embellishments
Adding hammer-ons or pull-offs within chord shapes can create melodic interest. For example,
hammering on from an open string to a fretted note within the G chord adds subtle flair without
altering the chord’s fundamental sound.



Dynamic Changes
Varying strumming intensity and incorporating pauses can help replicate the emotional shifts found in
different versions of the song. These nuances make the performance more engaging and authentic.

Historical Context and Popular Covers
The song "I Fought the Law" has a rich history that influences how the chords are interpreted and
played. Originally penned by Sonny Curtis and performed by The Crickets, it gained mainstream
attention through The Bobby Fuller Four’s 1966 version. Later, The Clash’s punk rendition in 1979
introduced a faster tempo and more aggressive playing style, inspiring countless musicians to adopt
their own approaches.

The Bobby Fuller Four Version
This version popularized the song with a polished rock and roll sound. The i fought the law chords are
played cleanly with a moderate tempo, emphasizing melody and harmony. It remains a staple for
guitarists learning classic rock chords and progressions.

The Clash Version
The Clash’s cover introduced a raw, punk rock energy to i fought the law chords. The tempo is faster,
with more aggressive strumming and palm muting techniques. This version appeals to players
interested in punk and alternative rock styles.

Impact on Guitar Playing
The simplicity and effectiveness of the i fought the law chords have made the song a popular choice
for beginners and seasoned players alike. It serves as a practical exercise in chord transitions, rhythm
control, and stylistic expression, making it an enduring piece in the guitar repertoire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'I Fought the Law'?
The basic chords for 'I Fought the Law' are typically A, D, and E.

Which key is 'I Fought the Law' commonly played in?
'I Fought the Law' is commonly played in the key of A major.



Are there any chord variations or embellishments in 'I Fought
the Law'?
Yes, guitarists often add hammer-ons, pull-offs, or use power chords to add energy to the A, D, and E
chords.

How do you play the intro chords of 'I Fought the Law'?
The intro usually involves a simple riff based around the A chord, often played with a rhythmic
downstroke pattern.

Can beginners easily learn the chords for 'I Fought the Law'?
Yes, the song uses basic open chords (A, D, E) making it suitable for beginners to learn.

Is there a capo needed to play 'I Fought the Law' in the
original key?
No, a capo is generally not needed since the song is played in A major using open chords.

How do the chords progress throughout the verses of 'I
Fought the Law'?
The verses typically follow a simple progression of A to D to E chords repeatedly.

Are power chords used in 'I Fought the Law'?
Yes, many rock versions of 'I Fought the Law' use power chords based on A, D, and E to create a
heavier sound.

Where can I find accurate chord charts for 'I Fought the Law'?
Accurate chord charts can be found on guitar tab websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, or in official
songbooks.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Guitar Chords: From Basics to Advanced Techniques
This comprehensive guide covers a wide range of guitar chords, including those used in classic songs
like "I Fought the Law." Perfect for beginners and intermediate players, the book breaks down chord
shapes, transitions, and strumming patterns to help you play confidently. It includes practice
exercises and tips to improve finger strength and agility.

2. The History of Rock & Roll Guitar: Chords and Riffs
Explore the evolution of rock guitar through iconic chords and riffs, including the legendary
progressions found in "I Fought the Law." This book delves into the styles of famous guitarists and the
techniques that defined rock music. It's an ideal read for those interested in both music history and



practical playing skills.

3. Chord Progressions for Popular Songs: Learn and Play
Designed for guitarists who want to play popular hits, this book features chord charts and
progressions from well-known songs, including "I Fought the Law." Each chapter breaks down songs
by difficulty and style, making it easy to follow along and practice. The book also offers suggestions
for improvisation and creativity.

4. Play Like a Legend: Guitar Chords of The Clash and The Bobby Fuller Four
This specialized book focuses on the guitar work behind bands famous for "I Fought the Law,"
providing detailed chord analyses and performance tips. Learn how to capture the signature sound of
punk and early rock through chord voicings and rhythm patterns. It includes tablature and backing
tracks for practice.

5. Guitar Chords You Need to Know: Essential Shapes and Transitions
A practical guide to the most important chords every guitarist should master, including those used in
"I Fought the Law." This book emphasizes smooth transitions and hand positioning to improve playing
efficiency. It also offers exercises to build muscle memory and speed.

6. The Art of Songwriting: Chords and Structure in Classic Hits
Explore how chord progressions like those in "I Fought the Law" contribute to memorable songwriting.
This book breaks down the musical structure of popular songs, helping readers understand how
chords support melody and lyrics. Songwriting tips and chord charts make it a valuable resource for
aspiring musicians.

7. Rhythm Guitar Essentials: Strumming and Chord Techniques
Focused on rhythm guitar, this book teaches strumming patterns and chord techniques used in songs
such as "I Fought the Law." It guides readers through various styles, emphasizing timing and groove.
Step-by-step lessons and practice routines help build solid rhythm skills.

8. Electric Guitar Chords and Effects: Creating the Classic Sound
Learn how to play chords like those in "I Fought the Law" with the electric guitar, including how to use
effects pedals to enhance your tone. This book covers chord shapes, amplification, and effects
settings to recreate iconic sounds. It's perfect for guitarists looking to refine their electric playing
style.

9. 50 Classic Rock Songs: Chord Sheets and Play-Along Tracks
This songbook features chord sheets for 50 classic rock songs, including "I Fought the Law," with
easy-to-follow formatting. Each song includes full chords and optional play-along tracks to aid
practice. Ideal for players who want to build a versatile classic rock repertoire.
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  i fought the law chords: Favorite Songs with 4 Chords (Songbook) Hal Leonard Corp.,
2001-10-01 (Strum It (Guitar)). Strum the chords and sing along with the 22 tunes in this great
collection! Features all the songs in their original keys, complete with chords, strum patterns,
melody and lyrics. Includes: Beast of Burden * Don't Be Cruel * Get Back * Gloria * I Fought the Law
* La Bamba * Last Kiss * Let Her Cry * Love Stinks * Peggy Sue * 3 AM * Wild Thing * and more.
  i fought the law chords: 3-Chord Songs for Baritone Ukulele (G-C-D) Hal Leonard Corp.,
2016-05-01 (Ukulele). With just three chords, you can play 50 songs on your baritone uke! Songs
include: Bad Moon Rising * Blowin' in the Wind * Blue Suede Shoes * Cecilia * Chasing Cars * Cold,
Cold Heart * Folsom Prison Blues * Free Fallin' * The Gambler * King of the Road * Leaving on a Jet
Plane * Old Time Rock & Roll * Seven Bridges Road * Time for Me to Fly * Twist and Shout * You Are
My Sunshine * and more.
  i fought the law chords: Children's Songs (Songbook) Hal Leonard Corp., 2002-09-01
(Guitar Chord Songbook). A great resource for 80 top songs for kids, complete with the chords and
lyrics for each. Songs include: Alphabet Song * Animal Fair * Any Dream Will Do * The Bear Went
over the Mountain * The Brady Bunch * The Candy Man * Do-Re-Mi * Edelweiss * Eensy Weensy
Spider * Home on the Range * It's a Small World * Old MacDonald * On Top of Spaghetti * Puff the
Magic Dragon * The Rainbow Connection * Sing * Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious * Take Me Out
to the Ball Game * Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star * Won't You Be My Neighbor? * Yellow Submarine *
more!
  i fought the law chords: The Ukulele Handbook Gavin Pretor-Pinney, Tom Hodgkinson,
2013-11-19 From 1897 to today, this fascinating history of the ukulele, from its birth in Hawaii to its
global popularity, also discusses the anatomy of this strange little instrument and includes a
songbook with instructions on how to play it. Original.
  i fought the law chords: Bill And Rose ,
  i fought the law chords: How to Write Songs on Guitar Rikky Rooksby, 2020-12-03 You
want to write songs, and you want to write them on guitar. This updated twentieth-anniversary third
edition of the bestselling songwriting handbook shows you how. Learn the techniques and tricks
used in two thousand great songs by everyone from the Beatles, Bob Dylan, and David Bowie to
Kings of Leon, U2, Amy Winehouse, and Ed Sheeran. Explore and understand the four main
elements of a song—melody, harmony, rhythm, and lyrics—and learn how to use them in exciting
new ways. Master song structure, intros, bridges, chord sequences, and key changes. Make the most
of your guitar, with innovative chords, scales, modes, tunings, and recording techniques. Use the
skills and insights of the great songwriters to create better, more memorable songs. The book gives
many examples of classic chord sequences that can be used straight off the page. It explains the
basic architecture of most songs. It contains an effective two-part chord dictionary for guitar,
providing a set of basic shapes. A second section provides some chords for altered tunings. There
are some examples of finger-picking patterns and strumming rhythms. There are chapters on lyric
writing, rhythm, melody, and making a demo recording. There are inspirational quotes from famous
songwriters, and a gallery of thirty notable albums from which much can be learned. It is everything
you need to get started.
  i fought the law chords: Christmas Carols (Songbook) Hal Leonard Corp., 2002-09-01
(Guitar Chord Songbook). A convenient collection of 80 favorite carols for guitarists who just need
the lyrics and chords. Songs include: Angels We Have Heard on High * Away in a Manger * Deck the
Hall * The Friendly Beasts * Good King Wenceslas * The Holly and the Ivy * I Heard the Bells on
Christmas Day * Irish Carol * Jingle Bells * Joy to the World * O Holy Night * Rocking * Silent Night *
Up on the Housetop * We Wish You a Merry Christmas * Welsh Carol * What Child Is This? * and
more.
  i fought the law chords: The Total Rock Bassist Dan Bennett, 2008-05 Pick up this
comprehensive book and experience a unique and exciting journey through the diverse world of rock
bass playing. From the blues-soaked sound of early rock 'n' roll to the hyperkinetic thrash of modern



metal, this book has something for every kind of bassist out there---no matter what your style and
preference is. This book breaks down the styles of iconic players and includes authentic-sounding
examples. Learn the technique, theory, and song forms needed to be a great bassist, and take the
stage in your own rock band. A CD demonstrating the examples in the book is included. Features:
Examples in a wide variety of styles including classic rock, metal, punk, blues, reggae, ska, and funk
* Basic chord progressions used in thousands of songs * Essential techniques including fingerstyle,
pick, slap & pop, tapping, and double-stops * Important rock rhythms and odd time signatures * Lots
of scales, triads, arpeggios, and modes, including exotic scales for a modern sound.
  i fought the law chords: They Fought the Law Stan Soocher, 1999 This account of the most
famous lawsuits in rock history ... traces the difficulties rockers have faced dealing with bad
contracts, personnel problems, litigious fans, and crooked managers and accountants.--Jacket.
  i fought the law chords: Christmas Songs Hal Leonard Publishing Corporation, 2002-09-01 A
compact collection of 86 beloved holiday favorites in one bargain-priced book! Includes: As Long as
There's Christmas * Baby, It's Cold Outside * The Chipmunk Song * The Christmas Shoes * The
Christmas Song * Cold December Nights * Frosty the Snow Man * The Gift * Happy Holiday * Home
for the Holidays * I've Got My Love to Keep Me Warm * It's Beginning to Look like Christmas *
Merry Christmas, Darling * Rockin' Around the Christmas Tree * Silver Bells * We Need a Little
Christmas * Where Are You Christmas? * Who Would Imagine a King * Wonderful Christmastime *
and more. Also includes a section of guitar chord diagrams.
  i fought the law chords: Murder and Mayhem at Old Bunbury Clive Endive Ogive Iv,
2010-08 Murder and Mayhem at Old Bunbury, Clive Endive Ogive IV's eagerly awaited follow-up to
his extremely successful and hugely influential Private Clubs in America and around the World, is
another VERY clever and perceptive look into the special world of private clubs. In Murder and
Mayhem at Old Bunbury, President Clive and waitress-extraordinaire Esther team up to solve a
gruesome murder at one of the world's truly great private clubs: the Old Bunbury Golf Links &
Reading Club. Along the way Clive and Esther reacquaint you with many wacky old friends and
introduce you to some even zanier new ones. Private clubs are inextricably woven into the very
fabric of America's history, traditions and culture-and for that matter, those histories, traditions and
cultures of ALL free societies around the world-and members, employees and guests alike (well,
maybe not guests) will enjoy the author's penetrating insights, off-beat humor, blatant irreverence
and sarcastic wit. EVERYONE with a sense of humor (club member or not) will laugh his socks off at
this latest Clive tale. Clive Endive Ogive IV belongs to at least eighteen very exclusive private
clubs-certainly all the ones that matter. The fact that he has a Roman numeral four after his name
and is exclusive heir to a trust fund whose annual interest is sufficient to pay all his annual club dues
in perpetuity-and also somehow manages to write all this money off on his taxes as legitimate
business deductions-is more than enough to qualify him to author multiple groundbreaking and
awe-inspiring books about the wonderful world of private clubs. For more information-and to order
additional copies for your friends, enemies, fellow club members and fellow club employees-please
visit Clive's website at www.CliveEndiveOgiveIV.com. You may also to send your thoughts directly to
Clive at CliveEndiveOgiveIV@hotmail.com.
  i fought the law chords: Folksongs Hal Leonard Publishing Corporation, 2002 (Guitar Chord
Songbook). A strummer's cornucopia of 80 folk favorites! Includes lyrics and chords for: Au Clair De
La Lune * Aura Lee * Banks of the Ohio * Beautiful Dreamer * Bury Me Beneath the Willow *
Camptown Races * Deep River * Dixie * Frankie and Johnny * Git Along, Little Dogies * Home on the
Range * Hush, Little Baby * I've Been Working on the Railroad * I've Got Peace like a River * John
Henry * Lonesome Valley * Man of Constant Sorrow * Mule Skinner Blues * My Old Kentucky Home
* Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen * Scarborough Fair * When the Saints Go Marching In *
more.
  i fought the law chords: All Over the Map Michael Corcoran, 2017-05-15 A lavishly illustrated
collection of forty-two profiles of Texas music pioneers, most underrated or overlooked, All Over the
Map: True Heroes of Texas Music covers the musical landscape of a most musical state. The first



edition was published in 2005 to wide acclaim. This second edition includes updated information, a
bonus section of six behind-the-scenes heroes, and fifteen new portraits of Lefty Frizzell, Janis Joplin,
and others, spanning such diverse styles as blues, country, hip-hop, conjunto, gospel, rock, and jazz.
D.J. Stout and Pentagram designed the reborn edition, with photographer Scott Newton providing
portraits. Michael Corcoran has been writing about Texas music for more than thirty years, for the
Dallas Morning News and Austin American Statesman, as well as in such publications as Texas
Monthly and Spin. These pieces are based on his personal interviews with their subjects as well as
in-depth research. Expertly written with flair, the book is a musical waltz across Texas.
  i fought the law chords: Christmas Carols Hal Leonard Publishing Corporation, 2002-07-01
(Guitar Chord Songbook). A convenient collection of 80 favorite carols for guitarists who just need
the lyrics and chords. Songs include: Angels We Have Heard on High * Away in a Manger * Deck the
Hall * The Friendly Beasts * Good King Wenceslas * The Holly and the Ivy * I Heard the Bells on
Christmas Day * Irish Carol * Jingle Bells * Joy to the World * O Holy Night * Rocking * Silent Night *
Up on the Housetop * We Wish You a Merry Christmas * Welsh Carol * What Child Is This? * and
more.
  i fought the law chords: The Vinyl Frontier Jonathan Scott, 2019-03-21 'Bursts with
gloriously geeky detail.' The Telegraph Have you ever made someone you love a mix-tape? Forty
years ago, a group of scientists, artists and writers gathered in a house in Ithaca, New York to work
on the most important compilation ever conceived. It wasn't from one person to another, it was from
Earth to the Cosmos. In 1977 NASA sent Voyager 1 and 2 on a Grand Tour of the outer planets.
During the design phase of the Voyager mission, it was realised that this pair of plucky probes would
eventually leave our solar system to drift forever in the unimaginable void of interstellar space. With
this gloomy-sounding outcome in mind, NASA decided to do something optimistic. They
commissioned astronomer Carl Sagan to create a message to be fixed to the side of Voyager 1 and 2
– a plaque, a calling card, a handshake to any passing alien that might one day chance upon them.
The result was the Voyager Golden Record, a genre-hopping multi-media metal LP. A 90-minute
playlist of music from across the globe, a sound essay of life on Earth, spoken greetings in multiple
languages and more than 100 photographs and diagrams, all painstakingly chosen by Sagan and his
team to create an aliens' guide to Earthlings. The record included music by J.S. Bach and Chuck
Berry, a message of peace from US president Jimmy Carter, facts, figures and dimensions, all
encased in a golden box. The Vinyl Frontier tells the story of NASA's interstellar mix-tape, from first
phone call to final launch, when Voyager 1 and 2 left our planet bearing their hopeful message from
the Summer of '77 to a distant future.
  i fought the law chords: I'll Be There... Cynthia Eckhart, 2010-09-30 When her best friend
Debbie loses her granddaughter to a sudden illness, author Cindy attempts to travel from Texas to
North Carolina for the funeral, experiencing humorous roadblocks along the way. Stranded in
Atlanta, she reminisces about their many experiences that have made them the women they are
today. In this true story of growing up in Texas, Cindy reflects on how the strong women in their
lives influenced both of them with their wisdom and character. She is reminded how often they have
relied on their faith and friendship to get them through both the good and bad times. But Joey's
death may be too much for her friend to overcome. Now, three years later Cindy has her own
medical crisis and calls upon Deb to help her through it all. Can Deb put aside her own grief and be
there for her best friend? Or will the possibility of another death push her over the edge?
  i fought the law chords: Pop Music, Pop Culture Chris Rojek, 2011-06-13 What is happening to
pop music and pop culture? Synthesizers, samplers and MDI systems have allowed anyone with
basic computing skills to make music. Exchange is now automatic and weightless with the result that
the High Street record store is dying. MySpace, Twitter and You Tube are now more important
publicity venues for new bands than the concert tour routine. Unauthorized consumption in the form
of illegal downloading has created a financial crisis in the industry. The old postwar industrial
planning model of pop, which centralized control in the hands of major record corporations, and
divided the market into neat segments, is dissolving in front of our eyes. This book offers readers a



comprehensive guide to understanding pop music today. It provides a clear survey of the field and a
description of core concepts. The main theoretical approaches to the analysis of pop are described
and critically assessed. The book includes a major investigation of the revolutionary changes in the
production, exchange and consumption of pop music that are currently underway. Pop Music, Pop
Culture is an accomplished, magnetically interesting guide to understanding pop music today.
  i fought the law chords: Punk Diary George Gimarc, 2005-07 The Ultimate Trainspotter's
Guide to Underground Rock, 1970-1982
  i fought the law chords: Hey Ho Let's Go: The Story of the Ramones Everett True,
2010-05-16 The Ramones cut an unforgettable swathe through decades of popular music. With
politically charged anger, raw sounds and ferocious 20 minute sets they undercut the glamour of the
mainstream music industry and gave the punk movement an authentic voice – A voice which can still
be heard echoing through the decades. Seen through the eyes of the people who were there -
musicians, managers, producers, publicists - this insightful biography depicts the Ramones rebellion
against the establishment, how they forged their unique voice against the pressures of censure and
managed to stay honest until the bitter end. Updated to reflect the sad death of guitarist Johnny
Ramone, this is the essential story of the punk scene’s most durable and influential band.
  i fought the law chords: My Life in Dire Straits John Illsley, 2021-11-09 The bass player and
founding member Dire Straits shares a behind-the-scenes history of the British rock band. One of the
most successful music acts of all time, Dire Straits filled stadiums around the world. Their albums
sold hundreds of millions of copies and their music—classics like “Sultans of Swing,” “Romeo and
Juliet,” “Money for Nothing,” and “Brothers in Arms” —is still played on every continent today.
There was, quite simply, no bigger band on the planet throughout the eighties. In this powerful and
entertaining memoir, founding member John Illsley gives the inside track on the most successful
rock band of their time. From playing gigs in the spit-and-sawdust pubs of south London, to hanging
out with Bob Dylan in LA, Illsley tells the story of the band with searching honesty, soulful reflection,
and wry humor. Starting with his own unlikely beginnings in Middle England, he recounts the band’s
rise from humble origins to the best-known venues in the world, the working man’s clubs to Madison
Square Garden, sharing gigs with wild punk bands to rocking the Live Aid stage at Wembley. And
woven throughout is an intimate portrait and tribute to his great friend Mark Knopfler, the band’s
lead singer, songwriter, and remarkable guitarist. Tracing an idea that created a phenomenal
musical legacy, an extraordinary journey of joy and pain, companionship and surprises, this is John
Illsley’s life in Dire Straits. Praise for My Life in Dire Straits “A forensic and uplifting journey
through the sheer hard work, pitfalls, and thrills of navigating a great rock and roll band to the
pinnacle of success. I so enjoyed the ride! Onwards, John!” —Roger Taylor, drummer, songwriter,
and founding member of Queen “Reading John Illsley’s book, I relived so many moments. He
captures the early days of the “English bands” and their story—the ups and downs, relationships,
craziness, and fun. Of course, the music was key. This really happened!” —Mike Rutherford of
Genesis “Fascinating. . . . Illsley is brutally frank about the toll that the band’s fame had on his
relationships, most notably his marriage (“a victim,” he writes, “of my life on the road”). Fans will be
mesmerized.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review)
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