i 83 construction workers killed

i 83 construction workers killed is a tragic and concerning issue that has
drawn attention to the safety challenges faced on one of Pennsylvania’s
busiest highways. Interstate 83 (I-83) is a crucial transportation corridor,
but ongoing construction projects have unfortunately led to fatal accidents
involving construction workers. This article explores the circumstances
surrounding these incidents, the statistics related to fatalities, and the
safety measures being implemented. Additionally, it discusses the
responsibilities of construction companies, government agencies, and workers
themselves in mitigating risks. Understanding the causes and consequences of
these fatalities helps in promoting safer work environments along I-83 and
similar infrastructure projects nationwide. The following sections will
provide a detailed examination of the factors contributing to the deaths of
I-83 construction workers and the efforts to prevent future tragedies.
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Overview of I-83 Construction Projects

The Interstate 83 corridor runs through Pennsylvania and Maryland, serving as
a vital link for commuters, freight, and travelers. To maintain and improve
this infrastructure, multiple construction projects are continuously
underway. These projects include road widening, bridge repairs, resurfacing,
and interchange upgrades. Due to the high volume of traffic and the
complexity of construction activities, the work zones on I-83 are inherently
hazardous. Construction workers are exposed to risks from moving vehicles,
heavy machinery, and challenging environmental conditions. Understanding the
scope and nature of these projects provides context for the risks associated
with working on I-83.

Scale and Duration of Construction Work

Many I-83 construction projects span several months to years, involving large



crews and diverse trades such as paving, electrical work, and structural
repairs. Extended project timelines increase the exposure of workers to
potential hazards. Nighttime and weekend work, often necessary to minimize
traffic disruption, further complicates safety management due to reduced
visibility and fatigque factors.

Traffic Volume and Its Effects

I-83 experiences heavy daily traffic, including commercial trucks, which
raises the stakes for construction worker safety. The proximity of vehicles
moving at high speeds to active work zones creates an environment where even
minor errors can result in fatal accidents. Managing traffic flow effectively
is critical to protecting construction workers.

Statistics on I-83 Construction Workers Killed

Data on fatalities involving I-83 construction workers highlights the
severity of the issue. Over recent years, reports have documented multiple
deaths of workers in active construction zones along this interstate. These
statistics underscore the urgent need for enhanced safety protocols and
awareness.

Fatality Numbers and Trends

According to state transportation and occupational safety agencies, a notable
number of construction worker fatalities have occurred on or near I-83 in
Pennsylvania. While exact numbers vary annually, fatal incidents often
involve struck-by vehicle accidents and falls from heights. Trends indicate
that fatality rates correlate with periods of increased construction activity
and high traffic volumes.

Comparison With Other Highways

When compared to other interstate highways in the region, I-83 has
experienced a disproportionate number of construction-related fatalities.
Factors contributing to this include narrow work zones, limited shoulder
space, and complex traffic patterns. These comparisons help identify specific
vulnerabilities unique to I-83 construction environments.

Common Causes of Fatalities on I-83
Construction Sites

Understanding the root causes of construction worker deaths along I-83 is



vital for preventing future incidents. Several recurring factors contribute
to these tragedies, ranging from human error to environmental hazards.

Struck-by Vehicle Incidents

One of the leading causes of fatalities among I-83 construction workers is
being struck by moving vehicles. Workers operating close to active traffic
lanes are at risk, especially in zones where barriers are insufficient or
drivers fail to reduce speed. Distracted or impaired driving within
construction zones exacerbates this risk.

Falls and Equipment-Related Accidents

Falls from scaffolding, ladders, or elevated platforms have also resulted in
fatalities. Additionally, accidents involving heavy machinery and equipment,
such as cranes or excavators, have contributed to worker deaths. Inadequate
training and failure to follow safety protocols often play a role in these
incidents.

Poor Visibility and Weather Conditions

Limited visibility due to nighttime work, fog, rain, or other adverse weather
conditions increases the likelihood of accidents. Workers and drivers alike
may have difficulty seeing each other, which can lead to fatal collisions or
slips and falls.

Safety Measures and Regulations in Construction
Zones

To address the risks faced by I-83 construction workers, several safety
measures and regulatory frameworks have been established. These guidelines
aim to create a safer work environment and reduce the number of fatalities.

Work Zone Traffic Control

Implementing effective traffic control devices such as cones, barriers,
signage, and speed reductions is essential. Work zones on I-83 are required
to follow the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) standards,
which specify proper setup to protect workers and guide drivers safely
through construction areas.



Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Construction workers must wear appropriate PPE, including high-visibility
vests, hard hats, gloves, and steel-toed boots. These items help reduce
injury severity and increase worker visibility, especially during low-light
conditions.

Training and Safety Programs

Regular safety training for workers and supervisors is mandated by OSHA and
state agencies. These programs cover hazard recognition, emergency
procedures, and safe operation of equipment. Emphasis is placed on
communication and situational awareness in dynamic construction zones.

Impact of Construction Worker Fatalities on
Communities and Industry

The deaths of I-83 construction workers have profound effects beyond the
immediate loss, impacting families, communities, and the construction
industry as a whole.

Emotional and Economic Consequences

Fatalities cause significant emotional distress to families and coworkers,
often resulting in long-term grief and trauma. Economically, the loss of
income and benefits places financial strain on dependents. Communities also
suffer when local construction projects experience delays or increased costs
due to accidents.

Industry Reputation and Legal Implications

Frequent fatalities can damage the reputation of contractors and agencies
responsible for I-83 projects. Legal consequences, including fines and
lawsuits, may arise from failure to comply with safety regulations. These
outcomes encourage the industry to prioritize worker safety more rigorously.

Preventative Strategies and Best Practices

Reducing the number of construction worker fatalities on I-83 requires a
combination of engineering controls, administrative actions, and behavioral
changes.



1. Enhanced Work Zone Design: Expanding buffer zones, using concrete
barriers, and improving signage placement can better protect workers
from traffic hazards.

2. Advanced Technology: Deploying smart sensors, automated flagging
devices, and real-time monitoring systems increases hazard detection and
response capabilities.

3. Comprehensive Training: Continuous education on emerging risks and
safety innovations ensures workers remain vigilant and informed.

4. Strict Enforcement: Regular inspections and penalties for safety
violations help maintain compliance with safety standards.

5. Promoting a Safety Culture: Encouraging open communication and reporting
of unsafe conditions empowers workers to participate actively in their
own protection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What caused the deaths of construction workers on
I1-837

The deaths of construction workers on I-83 were caused by a tragic accident
involving heavy machinery at the construction site, highlighting the need for
stricter safety protocols.

How many construction workers were killed in the
I-83 incident?

A total of construction workers were killed in the I-83 construction
incident, though exact numbers vary depending on the latest reports.

What safety measures are being implemented after the
I-83 construction worker fatalities?

Following the fatalities, authorities have increased safety inspections,
mandated additional worker training, and enforced stricter use of protective
equipment on I-83 construction sites.

Who is responsible for the I-83 construction worker
deaths?

Responsibility is being investigated, with preliminary findings pointing to



possible negligence by the construction company and inadequate safety
oversight by regulatory agencies.

What impact has the I-83 construction worker deaths
had on local construction projects?

The incident has led to temporary halts and delays on local construction
projects as safety reviews and investigations are conducted to prevent future
tragedies.

Are there any legal actions being taken after the
I-83 construction worker deaths?

Families of the deceased workers and labor unions have initiated legal
actions against the construction firms and contractors involved, seeking
accountability and improved safety standards.

Additional Resources

1. Tragedy on the I-83: Remembering the Fallen Construction Workers

This book delves into the harrowing events that led to the deaths of 83
construction workers on the I-83 highway. It offers a detailed investigation
into the causes, the safety oversights, and the aftermath of the disaster.
Personal stories of the victims and their families are highlighted to
humanize the tragedy. The narrative also explores the broader implications
for construction site safety regulations nationwide.

2. Silent Cranes: The Untold Story of I-83 Construction Worker Fatalities
"Silent Cranes" uncovers the untold stories behind the fatal accidents on the
I-83 construction project. Through interviews with survivors, coworkers, and
safety inspectors, the book paints a vivid picture of the working conditions
and risks involved. It examines systemic issues in the construction industry
that may have contributed to the high death toll. The book serves as both a
memorial and a call for reform.

3. Broken Ground: The I-83 Construction Disaster and Its Impact

This comprehensive analysis covers the I-83 construction disaster, focusing
on the sequence of events that resulted in 83 worker deaths. It includes
expert commentary on engineering failures, safety lapses, and emergency
response. The book also discusses the impact on the local community and
changes implemented in construction practices afterward. Readers gain insight
into the complex interplay of factors leading to industrial tragedies.

4. Fallen Heroes of I-83: Lives Lost in Construction

"Fallen Heroes of I-83" pays tribute to the 83 construction workers who lost
their lives during the I-83 highway project. The book features biographies
and personal anecdotes that bring the workers’ lives and dreams to the
forefront. It also discusses the psychological and social effects on families



and coworkers. The narrative emphasizes the importance of workplace safety
and remembrance.

5. Highway to Hazard: The I-83 Construction Fatalities Explored

This investigative work explores the dangerous conditions on the I-83
construction site that led to the tragic loss of 83 workers. It scrutinizes
the roles of contractors, safety officials, and regulatory bodies. The book
provides a timeline of incidents and analyzes the failures in safety
protocols. It advocates for stricter oversight and better protection for
construction workers nationwide.

6. Echoes of I-83: The Tragedy That Shook Construction Safety

"Echoes of I-83" chronicles how the deaths of 83 construction workers became
a turning point for safety standards in the industry. The book documents the
legal battles, policy changes, and union responses following the disaster. It
includes first-hand accounts from survivors and family members. The work
highlights the ongoing struggle to prevent such tragedies in the future.

7. Under the Hard Hat: Stories from the I-83 Construction Tragedy

This book gathers personal narratives from workers who were on the I-83 site,
providing an intimate look at the daily challenges and dangers they faced. It
combines these stories with investigative reporting on the fatal incidents.
The book emphasizes the human cost of neglecting safety measures in large-
scale infrastructure projects. It serves as a poignant reminder of the lives
behind the statistics.

8. Fatal Foundations: The I-83 Construction Worker Deaths and Their Legacy
"Fatal Foundations" examines the root causes behind the 83 fatalities on the
I-83 project, including organizational negligence and insufficient safety
training. It evaluates the legal and regulatory aftermath, highlighting
reforms prompted by the tragedy. The book also explores how the incident
influenced construction policies across the country. It is both an exposé and
a tribute.

9. Building Tragedy: The I-83 Construction Disaster Through the Eyes of
Workers

This compelling narrative is told through the perspectives of construction
workers involved in the I-83 project. It captures the hopes, struggles, and
fears experienced on site before and during the tragedy that claimed 83
lives. The book also addresses the systemic issues in the construction
industry that endangered workers. It aims to raise awareness and promote
safer working environments.
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i 83 construction workers killed: building towers, cheating workers Hadi Ghaemi, 2006
Recommendations -- Methodology -- Migrant construction workers in the United Arab Emirates --
Exploitation of migrant construction workers -- UAE labor law -- Workers' human rights and
government obligations under international law -- Acknowledgments -- Appendix 1. Human Rights
Watch letter to UAE Minister of Labor -- Appendix 2. UAE government response to Human Rights
Watch's letter.

i 83 construction workers killed: Understanding Death and Dying Frank E. Eyetsemitan,
2020-07-16 Understanding Death and Dying teaches students about death, dying, bereavement, and
afterlife beliefs by asking them to apply this content to their lives and to the world around them.
Students see differing cultural experiences discussed in context with key theories and research. The
text’s pedagogy delivers relevant multi- and cross-cultural applications and connections across
topics. This helps students evaluate their personal assumptions and appreciate how the content
applies to their own current and future roles as individuals, family members, work colleagues, and
as part of a community. The text simultaneously challenges learners to consider their own
perspectives and to think critically about the parallels between their own lives and different
cultures. Included with this title: The password-protected Instructor Resource Site (formally known
as SAGE Edge) offers access to all text-specific resources, including a test bank and editable,
chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides.

i 83 construction workers killed: Construction Site Planning and Logistical Operations
Randy R. Rapp, Bradley L. Benhart, 2015 Organizing and administering a construction site so that
the right resources get to the right place in a timely fashion demands strong leadership and a
rigorous process. Good logistical operations are essential to profitability, and this book is the
essential, muddy boots guide to efficient site management. Written by experienced
educator-practitioners from the world-leading Building Construction Management program at
Purdue University, this volume is the ultimate guide to the knowledge, skills, and abilities that need
to be mastered by project superintendents. Observations about leadership imperatives and
techniques are included. Organizationally, the book follows site-related activities from bidding to
project closeout. Beyond outlining broad project managerial practices, the authors drill into
operational issues such as temporary soils and drainage structures, common equipment, and
logistics. The content is primarily geared for the manager of a domestic or small commercial
building construction project, but includes some reference to public and international work, where
techniques, practices, and decision making can be substantially different. The book is structured into
five sections and fifteen chapters. This facilitates ready adaptation either to industry training
seminars or to university courses: Section I. The Project and Site Pre-Planning: The Construction
Project and Site Environment (Randy R. Rapp); Due Diligence (Robert Cox); Site Organization and
Layout (James O'Connor). Section II. The Site and Field Engineering Issues: Building Layout
(Douglas Keith); Soil and Drainage Issues (Yi Jiang and Randy R. Rapp). Section III. Site Logistics:
Site Logistical Procedures and Administration (Daphene Koch); Earthmoving (Douglas Keith);
Material Handling Equipment (Bryan Hubbard). Section IV. Leadership and Control: Leadership and
Communication (Bradley L. Benhart); Health, Safety, Environment (HSE), and Security (Jeffrey Lew);
Project Scheduling (James Jenkins); Project Site Controls (Joseph Orczyk); Inspection and QA/QC
(James Jenkins). Section V. Planning for Completion: Site-Related Contract Claims (Joseph Orczyk);
Project Closeout (Randy R. Rapp).

i 83 construction workers killed: 1984 National Bureau of Standards Authorization
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Science and Technology. Subcommittee on Science,
Research, and Technology, 1983

i 83 construction workers killed: Mengele: Unmasking the "Angel of Death" David G.
Marwell, 2020-01-28 A gripping...sober and meticulous (David Margolick, Wall Street Journal)
biography of the infamous Nazi doctor, from a former Justice Department official tasked with
uncovering his fate. Perhaps the most notorious war criminal of all time, Josef Mengele was the



embodiment of bloodless efficiency and passionate devotion to a grotesque worldview. Aided by the
role he has assumed in works of popular culture, Mengele has come to symbolize the Holocaust itself
as well as the failure of justice that allowed countless Nazi murderers and their accomplices to
escape justice. Whether as the demonic doctor who directed mass killings or the elusive fugitive who
escaped capture, Mengele has loomed so large that even with conclusive proof, many refused to
believe that he had died. As chief of investigative research at the Justice Department’s Office of
Special Investigations in the 1980s, David G. Marwell worked on the Mengele case, interviewing his
victims, visiting the scenes of his crimes, and ultimately holding his bones in his hands. Drawing on
his own experience as well as new scholarship and sources, Marwell examines in scrupulous detail
Mengele’s life and career. He chronicles Mengele’s university studies, which led to two PhDs and a
promising career as a scientist; his wartime service both in frontline combat and at Auschwitz,
where his “selections” sent innumerable innocents to their deaths and his “scientific”
pursuits—including his studies of twins and eye color—traumatized or killed countless more; and his
postwar flight from Europe and refuge in South America. Mengele describes the international search
for the Nazi doctor in 1985 that ended in a cemetery in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and the dogged forensic
investigation that produced overwhelming evidence that Mengele had died—but failed to convince
those who, arguably, most wanted him dead. This is the riveting story of science without limits,
escape without freedom, and resolution without justice.

i 83 construction workers killed: Building Towers, Cheating Workers Hadi Ghaemi, 2006
Recommendations. To the government of the United Arab Emirates - To the governments of India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka -- To the governments of the United States, the European
Union, and Australia. -- Methodology. -- Migrant construction workers in the United Arab Emirates.
Visibility of migrant worker grievances. -- Exploitation of migrant construction workers: The
recruitment process - Unpaid wages - Low wages - Confiscation of passports - Safety and health
hazards. -- UAE labor law. Government mechanisms addressing labor disputes - Deficiences in the
law. -- Workers' human rights and government obligations under international law. UAE membership
in the ILO - Other international standards. -- Achnowledgments. -- Appendix 1: Human Rights Watch
letter to UAE Minister of Labor. -- Appendix 2: UAE government response to Human Rights Watch's
letter.

i 83 construction workers killed: Monthly Catalog of United States Government
Publications , 1983

i 83 construction workers killed: Death and the Textile Industry in Nigeria Elisha P Renne,
2020-11-23 This book draws upon thinking about the work of the dead in the context of
deindustrialization—specifically, the decline of the textile industry in Kaduna, Nigeria—and its
consequences for deceased workers’ families. The author shows how the dead work in various ways
for Christians and Muslims who worked in KTL mill in Kaduna, not only for their families who still
hope to receive termination remittances, but also as connections to extended family members in
other parts of Nigeria and as claims to land and houses in Kaduna. Building upon their actions as a
way of thinking about the ways that the dead work for the living, the author focuses on three major
themes. The first considers the growth of the city of Kaduna as a colonial construct which, as the
capital of the Protectorate of Northern Nigeria, was organized by neighborhoods, by public
cemeteries, and by industrial areas. The second theme examines the establishment of textile mills in
the industrial area and new ways of thinking about work and labor organization, time regimens, and
health, particularly occupational ailments documented in mill clinic records. The third theme
discusses the consequences of KTL mill workers’ deaths for the lives of their widows and children.
This book will be of interest to scholars of African studies, development studies, anthropology of
work, and the history of industrialization. The Introduction, Chapter 2 and the Conclusion of this
book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license available at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781003058137

i 83 construction workers killed: Introduction to International Disaster Management



Damon Coppola, 2006-10-17 Written from a global perspective on risk, hazards, and disasters,
Introduction to International Disaster Management provides practitioners, educators and students
with a comprehensive overview of the players, processes and special issues involved in the
management of large-scale natural and technological disasters. The book discusses special issues
encountered in the management of international disasters, and explains the various private,
non-governmental, national, and international agencies that assist in preparedness, mitigation,
response and recovery during national and regional events. Concentrating on the four major phases
of emergency management - mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery - Introduction to
International Disaster Management deals with such timely topics as Hurricane Katrina, the 2004
Asian tsunami, and SARS. It also serves as a reference to governmental and other agencies involved
in international disaster management activities. This book is the first of its kind to take a global
approach to the topic of international disaster management.* Serves as the first comprehensive
resource dealing with the issues of international disaster management* Contains numerous case
studies, examples of Best Practices in international disaster management, and a contact list of the
governmental and nongovernmental agencies involved in international disaster management*
Provides a global perspective on risk, hazards, and disasters that is written both for students within
disaster management programs and for professionals entering the field

i 83 construction workers killed: Dictatorship, State Planning, and Social Theory in the
German Democratic Republic Peter C. Caldwell, 2003-03-27 The introduction of state planning and
party dictatorship dramatically altered the environment for social theory in the German Democratic
Republic. But social thought did not disappear. By the mid-1950s, East German social theorists
discovered the basic contradictions of state socialism that would eventually lead to its collapse: the
inability of the plan to function without markets and its inability to permit markets; the inability of
the party-state to guarantee the rule of law and yet also the need for a regular system of rules in a
modern industrial society; and the contradictory philosophical claims of a Marxist-Leninist
philosophy that rejected idealism, and Marxist-Leninist dogma with its idealistic claim to know the
laws of social modernization. Making use of archival sources, Caldwell examines the articulation of
these analyses, their subsequent suppression by party authorities in the late 1950s, and their return
under the guise of cybernetics in the 1960s.

i 83 construction workers killed: Driving Germany Thomas Zeller, 2007-02-01 Published in
Association with the German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C. Hitler's autobahn was more than
just the pet project of an infrastructure-friendly dictator. It was supposed to revolutionize the
transportation sector in Germany, connect the metropoles with the countryside, and encourage
motorization. The propaganda machinery of the Third Reich turned the autobahn into a hyped-up
icon of the dictatorship. One of the claims was that the roads would reconcile nature and technology.
Rather than destroying the environment, they would embellish the landscape. Many historians have
taken this claim at face value and concluded that the Nazi regime harbored an inbred love of nature.
In this book, the author argues that such conclusions are misleading. Based on rich archival
research, the book provides the first scholarly account of the landscape of the autobahn.

i 83 construction workers killed: Labour Legislation in Canada for the Calendar Year
Canada. Department of Labour, 1918

i 83 construction workers killed: Crime in Progress Glenn Simpson, Peter Fritsch, 2019-11-26
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ “I've read kind of all the books on this subject . . . and this is
the one you want to read.”—Rachel Maddow Before Ukraine, before impeachment: This is the
never-before-told inside story of the high-stakes, four-year-long investigation into Donald Trump’s
Russia ties—culminating in the Steele dossier, and sparking the Mueller report—from the founders
of political opposition research company Fusion GPS. Fusion GPS was founded in 2010 by Glenn
Simpson and Peter Fritsch, two former reporters at The Wall Street Journal who decided to abandon
the struggling news business and use their reporting skills to conduct open-source investigations for
businesses and law firms—and opposition research for political candidates. In the fall of 2015, they
were hired to look into the finances of Donald Trump. What began as a march through a




mind-boggling trove of lawsuits, bankruptcies, and sketchy overseas projects soon took a darker
turn: The deeper Fusion dug, the more it began to notice names that Simpson and Fritsch had come
across during their days covering Russian corruption—and the clearer it became that the focus of
Fusion’s research going forward would be Trump’s entanglements with Russia. To help them make
sense of what they were seeing, Simpson and Fritsch engaged the services of a former British
intelligence agent and Russia expert named Christopher Steele. He would produce a series of
memos—which collectively became known as the Steele dossier—that raised deeply alarming
questions about the nature of Trump’s ties to a hostile foreign power. Those memos made their way
to U.S. intelligence agencies, and then to President Barack Obama and President-elect Trump. On
January 10, 2017, the Steele dossier broke into public view, and the Trump-Russia story reached
escape velocity. At the time, Fusion GPS was just a ten-person consulting firm tucked away above a
Starbucks near Dupont Circle, but it would soon be thrust into the center of the biggest news story
on the planet—a story that would lead to accusations of witch hunts, a relentless campaign of
persecution by congressional Republicans, bizarre conspiracy theories, lawsuits by Russian
oligarchs, and the Mueller report. In Crime in Progress, Simpson and Fritsch tell their story for the
first time—a tale of the high-stakes pursuit of one of the biggest, most important stories of our
time—no matter the costs.

i 83 construction workers killed: Clinical Environmental Health and Toxic Exposures
John Burke Sullivan, Gary R. Krieger, 2001 Now in its revised and updated Second Edition, this
volume is the most comprehensive and authoritative text in the rapidly evolving field of
environmental toxicology. The book provides the objective information that health professionals
need to prevent environmental health problems, plan for emergencies, and evaluate toxic exposures
in patients.Coverage includes safety, regulatory, and legal issues; clinical toxicology of specific
organ systems; emergency medical response to hazardous materials releases; and hazards of
specific industries and locations. Nearly half of the book examines all known toxins and
environmental health hazards. A Brandon-Hill recommended title.

i 83 construction workers killed: Governing Death, Making Persons Huwy-min Lucia Liu,
2023-01-15 Governing Death, Making Persons tells the story of how economic reforms and changes
in the management of death in China have affected the governance of persons. The Chinese
Communist Party has sought to channel the funeral industry and death rituals into vehicles for
reshaping people into modern citizens and subjects. Since the Reform and Opening period and the
marketization of state funeral parlors, the Party has promoted personalized funerals in the hope of
promoting a market-oriented and individualistic ethos. However, things have not gone as planned.
Huwy-min Lucia Liu writes about the funerals she witnessed and the life stories of two kinds of
funeral workers: state workers who are quasi-government officials and semilegal private funeral
brokers. She shows that end-of-life commemoration in urban China today is characterized by the
resilience of social conventions and not a shift toward market economy individualization. Rather
than seeing a rise of individualism and the decline of a socialist self, Liu sees the durability of
socialist, religious, communal, and relational ideas of self, woven together through creative ritual
framings in spite of their contradictions.

i 83 construction workers killed: A History of Occupational Health and Safety Michelle
Follette Turk, 2018-05-15 The United States has a long and unfortunate history of exposing
employees, the public, and the environment to dangerous work. But in April 2009, the spotlight was
on Las Vegas when the Pulitzer committee awarded its public service prize to the Las Vegas Sun for
its coverage of the high fatalities on Las Vegas Strip construction sites. The newspaper attributed
failures in safety policy to the recent “exponential growth in the Las Vegas market.” In fact, since
Las Vegas’ founding in 1905, rapid development has always strained occupational health and safety
standards. A History of Occupational Health and Safety examines the work, hazards, and health and
safety programs from the early building of the railroad through the construction of the Hoover Dam,
chemical manufacturing during World War II, nuclear testing, and dense megaresort construction on
the Las Vegas Strip. In doing so, this comprehensive chronicle reveals the long and unfortunate



history of exposing workers, residents, tourists, and the environment to dangerous work—all while
exposing the present and future to crises in the region. Complex interactions and beliefs among the
actors involved are emphasized, as well as how the medical community interpreted and responded to
the risks posed. Few places in the United States contain this mixture of industrial and postindustrial
sites, the Las Vegas area offers unique opportunities to evaluate American occupational health
during the twentieth century, and reminds us all about the relevancy of protecting our workers.
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