
from fascism to populism in history
from fascism to populism in history traces the complex evolution of political ideologies that have
shaped societies across different eras. This article explores how fascism, an authoritarian and
nationalist movement prominent in the early 20th century, has influenced the rise of contemporary
populism worldwide. Understanding the historical context and transformations from fascism to
populism in history is crucial to grasp the dynamics of current political landscapes. By examining
ideological roots, social and economic factors, and key examples, this discussion highlights the
similarities and distinctions between these two phenomena. The article also considers the
implications of this ideological shift on democracy, governance, and global affairs. The following
sections outline the historical background, ideological frameworks, and modern manifestations
related to the trajectory from fascism to populism in history.
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Historical Origins of Fascism
Fascism emerged in the early 20th century as a radical political ideology characterized by
authoritarianism, nationalism, and the suppression of opposition. Originating primarily in Italy under
Benito Mussolini after World War I, fascism promised national rejuvenation through centralized
power and militarism. It gained traction amid economic instability, social unrest, and fears of
communism. Fascist regimes emphasized unity, often defined by ethnic or cultural homogeneity, and
rejected liberal democratic institutions. This ideology spread to other parts of Europe, most notably
Germany under Adolf Hitler’s Nazi regime, which combined fascist principles with racist and
expansionist policies. Understanding the historical origins of fascism provides critical insight into
how authoritarian movements capitalize on societal anxieties and crises.

Core Principles of Early Fascism
Early fascism was marked by several defining principles, including:

Authoritarian Leadership: A single-party state led by a dictatorial leader wielding absolute
power.



Nationalism: Intense pride in the nation-state and often the pursuit of ethnic or racial purity.

Anti-Communism: Fierce opposition to socialist and communist ideologies perceived as
threats.

Militarization: Promotion of military strength and readiness as a means of national
revitalization.

Propaganda and Control: Use of mass media and censorship to manipulate public opinion
and suppress dissent.

Defining Populism in a Modern Context
Populism, as a political approach, revolves around the idea of defending the “common people”
against perceived elites or establishment forces. Unlike fascism, populism is not inherently tied to
authoritarianism, although some populist movements may adopt authoritarian tendencies. Populism
often arises in democratic settings and can be found across the political spectrum, both left and
right. It typically involves charismatic leadership, simplified messaging, and appeals to popular
sovereignty. The modern manifestations of populism address issues such as economic inequality,
immigration, globalization, and cultural identity. Recognizing the fluid and adaptive nature of
populism is essential for understanding its role in contemporary politics.

Characteristics of Contemporary Populism
Populist movements often share these characteristics:

Anti-Elitism: Criticism of political, economic, or cultural elites accused of being disconnected
or corrupt.

People-Centric Rhetoric: Emphasis on the “will of the people” as the ultimate source of
political legitimacy.

Charismatic Leaders: Leaders who claim to represent ordinary citizens and challenge
established institutions.

Simplification of Complex Issues: Messaging that reduces multifaceted problems to
straightforward narratives.

National Sovereignty: Often a focus on protecting national identity and interests against
external influences.



Ideological Connections Between Fascism and
Populism
Although fascism and populism differ in many respects, there are ideological overlaps that reveal a
historical continuum in political thought. Both capitalize on social discontent and portray themselves
as defenders of the nation or common people against perceived threats. Fascism’s authoritarianism
and exclusionary nationalism sometimes find echoes in right-wing populist movements, although
populism can also adopt more democratic or inclusive stances. The rhetoric in both ideologies often
involves scapegoating minorities, immigrants, or political opponents. However, the transition from
fascism to populism in history involves a shift from totalitarian control to more flexible, often
democratic, political strategies aimed at mass mobilization.

Shared Themes and Divergences
Key areas of convergence and divergence include:

Nationalism: Both fascism and many populist movements emphasize national pride, but
fascism tends toward aggressive expansionism, while populism focuses on sovereignty and
self-determination.

Leadership Style: Fascism promotes a dictatorial leader, whereas populism may operate
within democratic frameworks with charismatic leadership.

Role of the State: Fascism advocates for a totalitarian state controlling all aspects of life;
populism often calls for reform or reassertion of state power without necessarily endorsing
authoritarianism.

Use of Propaganda: Both use simplified narratives and emotional appeals, but fascism relies
more heavily on censorship and repression.

Targets of Criticism: Fascism targets external enemies and internal minorities; populism
targets elites and establishment institutions, sometimes minorities as well.

Social and Economic Drivers of Political Shifts
The movement from fascism to populism in history is deeply influenced by social and economic
conditions that create fertile ground for political change. Economic crises, inequality, and rapid
social transformations often fuel disillusionment with traditional political parties and institutions.
Both fascism and populism emerge as responses to perceived threats to social order, cultural
identity, or economic security. Globalization, technological change, and demographic shifts have
intensified these pressures in recent decades, fueling the rise of populist movements worldwide.
Understanding these drivers is essential to contextualize the persistence and adaptation of these
ideologies.



Key Factors Influencing Political Evolution

Economic Instability: Recessions and unemployment contribute to popular dissatisfaction1.
and openness to radical solutions.

Cultural Anxiety: Concerns over immigration, multiculturalism, and national identity provoke2.
defensive political responses.

Political Distrust: Perceived corruption or ineffectiveness of elite institutions erodes public3.
confidence.

Media and Communication: The rise of social media and alternative news sources enables4.
rapid dissemination of populist messaging.

Globalization: Economic integration and transnational influences challenge traditional5.
sovereignty and local economies.

Case Studies: From Fascist Regimes to Populist
Movements
Examining specific historical and contemporary examples highlights the trajectory from fascism to
populism in history. The interwar period’s fascist regimes provide a backdrop for understanding
current populist trends in various countries. In recent decades, populist leaders have emerged in
Europe, the Americas, and beyond, employing rhetoric and policies that sometimes echo fascist
themes, though adapted to democratic contexts. These case studies demonstrate how political
ideologies evolve in response to changing social realities while maintaining core appeals to identity
and power.

Notable Examples

Italy and Germany (1920s-1940s): Fascist regimes under Mussolini and Hitler implemented
totalitarian control and aggressive nationalism.

Latin America (Late 20th Century): Various populist leaders combined nationalist rhetoric
with appeals to social justice and anti-elitism.

Europe (21st Century): Right-wing populist parties in countries like Hungary and Poland
emphasize nationalism, immigration control, and skepticism toward the European Union.

United States (2010s-Present): Populist movements have focused on anti-establishment
sentiment, economic nationalism, and cultural identity debates.



Impacts on Democracy and Governance
The transition from fascism to populism in history has significant implications for democratic
institutions and governance worldwide. While fascism outright rejected democracy, populism often
operates within democratic frameworks but challenges liberal democratic norms. The rise of
populism can lead to increased polarization, weakening of checks and balances, and erosion of
minority rights. However, populism can also invigorate political participation by engaging
disenfranchised voters. The balance between these outcomes depends on the strength of democratic
institutions and the responses of civil society. Recognizing the historical patterns from fascism to
populism in history aids policymakers and scholars in addressing current challenges to democracy.

Democratic Challenges and Responses

Institutional Erosion: Populist governments may undermine judicial independence and
media freedom.

Political Polarization: Populist rhetoric often deepens societal divisions, complicating
governance.

Electoral Dynamics: Populism can disrupt traditional party systems and alter electoral
behavior.

Civil Society Engagement: Strengthening democratic norms requires active citizen
participation and resilience.

International Implications: Populism influences global cooperation and the functioning of
international institutions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical connection between fascism and
populism?
Fascism and populism share some common elements, such as appealing to the masses and opposing
established elites, but fascism is typically characterized by authoritarianism, nationalism, and
suppression of dissent, whereas populism can vary widely in ideology and may be democratic or
authoritarian.

How did fascism emerge historically in the early 20th century?
Fascism emerged in the early 20th century, particularly after World War I, as a reaction to political
instability, economic hardship, and social unrest, most notably in Italy under Mussolini and later in
Germany under Hitler, combining nationalist rhetoric with authoritarian rule.



What distinguishes modern populism from historical fascism?
Modern populism often emphasizes anti-elitism, direct appeal to 'the people,' and skepticism of
traditional institutions, but unlike historical fascism, it does not always advocate for totalitarian
control, militarism, or suppression of opposition, and can exist across the political spectrum.

Can populism lead to fascism?
While populism itself is not inherently fascist, it can sometimes create conditions that facilitate the
rise of fascist movements, especially when populist leaders exploit divisions, promote authoritarian
tendencies, and undermine democratic norms.

What role did economic crises play in the rise of fascism and
populism?
Economic crises, such as the Great Depression, often create fertile ground for both fascist and
populist movements by increasing public dissatisfaction, unemployment, and fear, which leaders
exploit by promising national revival and scapegoating certain groups.

Are there examples of populist movements that opposed
fascism historically?
Yes, many populist movements, especially those rooted in left-wing or democratic ideals, have
opposed fascism, advocating for social justice, inclusion, and democratic governance rather than
authoritarian nationalism.

How has the concept of populism evolved since the era of
fascism?
Since the era of fascism, populism has diversified and evolved, often focusing on issues like
globalization, immigration, and economic inequality, and has been adopted by both left-wing and
right-wing movements, varying widely in goals and methods.

What are key ideological differences between fascism and
populism?
Fascism is characterized by dictatorial power, extreme nationalism, militarism, and suppression of
opposition, while populism centers on the idea of representing 'the people' against elites and may or
may not involve authoritarianism or exclusionary policies.

How do historians and political scientists study the transition
from fascism to populism?
Scholars examine political, social, and economic contexts, rhetoric, leadership styles, and
institutional changes to understand how fascist regimes declined and how populist movements
arose, often analyzing patterns of public sentiment, media influence, and policy shifts.



Additional Resources
1. From Fascism to Populism: Understanding the Shifts in Political Landscapes
This book explores the historical transition from fascist regimes to modern populist movements
across various countries. It analyzes the social, economic, and political factors that facilitate these
shifts, emphasizing the recurring patterns in voter behavior. The author offers a comparative study
of case examples, highlighting how populism often emerges in the aftermath of authoritarian rule.

2. The Anatomy of Fascism by Robert O. Paxton
Paxton provides a comprehensive examination of fascism's origins, development, and characteristics.
The book delves into how fascist movements gained power and the social dynamics that sustained
them. It also discusses the relationship between fascism and later political ideologies, including
populism, offering insights into their interconnected histories.

3. Populism: A Very Short Introduction by Cas Mudde and Cristóbal Rovira Kaltwasser
This concise guide defines populism and traces its evolution from early 20th-century manifestations
to contemporary forms. It addresses the ideological spectrum of populism and its impact on
democratic institutions. The authors also contrast populism with fascism, clarifying similarities and
differences in their political strategies.

4. Fascism: A Warning by Madeleine Albright
Former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright draws from history and personal experience to
warn about the resurgence of authoritarian and populist leaders worldwide. The book discusses the
dangers of fascist ideologies reemerging under new guises and the importance of vigilance in
protecting democratic values. It provides historical context linking past fascism to current political
trends.

5. How Fascism Works: The Politics of Us and Them by Jason Stanley
Stanley investigates the mechanisms fascist regimes use to manipulate societies, such as
propaganda, scapegoating, and undermining truth. The book also explores how these tactics are
mirrored in some populist movements today. It serves as a critical tool for recognizing the signs of
authoritarianism in modern politics.

6. Populism and the Mirror of Democracy by Francisco Panizza
This collection of essays examines the relationship between populism and democratic governance. It
discusses how populist leaders claim to represent "the people" and the implications for democratic
institutions. The book situates populism historically, showing its links and departures from fascist
precedents.

7. The Origins of Fascist Ideology 1918–1925 by Alexander J. De Grand
De Grand traces the intellectual and political roots of fascism in post-World War I Europe. The work
highlights the cultural and ideological currents that influenced early fascist thinkers and activists.
Understanding these origins provides a foundation for analyzing how similar themes appear in
contemporary populist rhetoric.

8. Global Populisms: Theories, Causes, and Consequences edited by Carlos de la Torre and Cynthia
Ashwin
This edited volume offers a global perspective on the rise of populism, exploring its various
manifestations across continents. The contributors analyze the socio-economic and cultural causes
behind populist surges and compare them to historical fascist movements. The book also evaluates
the consequences of populism for global democracy.



9. In the Name of the People: Populism and the Tyranny of Truth by Paul A. Taggart
Taggart discusses how populist leaders use the rhetoric of representing "the people" to challenge
established political orders. The book explores the tension between populism and liberal democracy,
drawing parallels to the authoritarian tendencies seen in fascism. It provides a nuanced
understanding of populism's appeal and its threat to pluralistic societies.

From Fascism To Populism In History

Find other PDF articles:
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  from fascism to populism in history: From Fascism to Populism in History Federico
Finchelstein, 2019-08-20 What is fascism and what is populism? What are their connections in
history and theory, and how should we address their significant differences? What does it mean
when pundits call Donald Trump a fascist, or label as populist politicians who span left and right
such as Hugo Chávez, Juan Perón, Rodrigo Duterte, and Marine Le Pen? Federico Finchelstein, one
of the leading scholars of fascist and populist ideologies, synthesizes their history in order to answer
these questions and offer a thoughtful perspective on how we might apply the concepts today. While
they belong to the same history and are often conflated, fascism and populism actually represent
distinct political trajectories. Drawing on an expansive record of transnational fascism and postwar
populist movements, Finchelstein gives us insightful new ways to think about the state of democracy
and political culture on a global scale. This new edition includes an updated preface that brings the
book up to date, midway through the Trump presidency and the election of Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil.
  from fascism to populism in history: From Fascism to Populism in History Federico
Finchelstein, 2017-09-26 Fascism and populism are at the center of political discussions today.
Although they are often conflated, they represent alternative global trajectories. This book
represents a historian's inquiry into how and why fascism became linked with populism in history.
Stressing the significant differences between populism as form of democracy and fascism as a form
of dictatorship, From Fascism to Populism in History rethinks the conceptual and historical
experiences of fascism and populism by assessing their elective ideological affinities and substantial
political differences in history and theory--Provided by publisher.
  from fascism to populism in history: A Brief History of Fascist Lies Federico Finchelstein,
2022-08-01 There is no better book on fascism's complex and vexed relationship with truth.—Jason
Stanley, author of How Fascism Works: The Politics of Us and Them In this short companion to his
book From Fascism to Populism in History, world-renowned historian Federico Finchelstein explains
why fascists regarded simple and often hateful lies as truth, and why so many of their followers
believed the falsehoods. Throughout the history of the twentieth century, many supporters of fascist
ideologies regarded political lies as truth incarnated in their leader. From Hitler to Mussolini, fascist
leaders capitalized on lies as the base of their power and popular sovereignty. This history continues
in the present, when lies again seem to increasingly replace empirical truth. Now that actual news is
presented as “fake news” and false news becomes government policy, A Brief History of Fascist Lies
urges us to remember that the current talk of “post-truth” has a long political and intellectual
lineage that we cannot ignore.
  from fascism to populism in history: Transatlantic Practices of Fascism(s) and
Populism(s) from the Margins Reindert Dhondt, Monica Jansen, Maria Bonaria Urban,
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2025-09-11 This volume brings together leading international experts in politics, discourse, memory,
and culture to examine the complex entanglements of populism(s) and fascism(s) in political thought
and cultural productions. The starting point is Argentine historian Federico Finchelstein’s assertion
that the dynamics of transnational fascism and populist movements become clearer when viewed
from the margins. Indeed, it was in Latin America – not Europe – where fascism and populism first
intersected, with Argentine Peronism as the paradigmatic case. Building on this perspective, the
volume explores Europe’s political and cultural legacy of fascism within the context of globalised
mobilities, linking its totalitarian roots to the Latin American genealogies of populism(s). Adopting
an interdisciplinary transnational and transhistorical approach, and cultural transfer as a method, it
investigates cultural representations and practices that both reflect and challenge the divisive “Us”
versus “Them” rhetoric central to fascist and populist discourses. Particular attention is given to
how cultural artefacts and practices memorialise, remediate, and oppose narratives of fascism(s)
and populism(s), with the assumption that (anti)fascist art and activism still move along transatlantic
trajectories. This book will be of interest to researchers of fascism, populism, social and cultural
history, European and Latin American history, literature, art, and activism.
  from fascism to populism in history: The Palgrave Handbook of Populism Michael
Oswald, 2021-11-15 This handbook assesses the phenomenon of populism—a concept frequently
belabored, but often misunderstood in politics. Rising populism presents one of the great challenges
for liberal democracies, but despite the large body of research, the larger picture remains elusive.
This volume seeks to understand the causes and workings of modern-day populism, and plumb the
depths of the fears and frustrations of people who have forsaken established parties. Although the
main focus of this volume is political science, there are more disciplines represented in order to get
a whole picture of the debate. It is comprised of strong empirical and theoretical papers that also
bear social relevance.
  from fascism to populism in history: Populism and Its Limits , 2021-12-30 Populism and Its
Limits is a response to the evaluative and celebratory approaches to populism in social sciences and
humanities. It seeks to study the phenomenon of populism, thoroughly consider its limits and, if
possible, proposes ways out to other kinds of commitment in life, living and politics. It aims to
formulate responses that take on the spurious and non-dialectical dissociation between thought and
action, intellect and emotion, the people and the elite.
  from fascism to populism in history: The Complexity of Populism Paula Diehl, Brigitte
Bargetz, 2023-07-31 This book explores the mechanisms and elements of populism to develop new
theoretical and methodological approaches. Much as populism has been researched, it remains a
contested notion without coherent definition and methodology and shaped by dimensions such as
ideology, communication style, discourse, mobilization, and organization. It has simultaneously
mobilized emotions, produced symbols, affected subjectivity and gender relations, and can manifest
itself in different ways and appear in hybrid forms, such as in the cases of Silvio Berlusconi, Hugo
Chávez, and Donald Trump. International expert contributors explore how such a variety of
phenomena can be explained and analyzed, expanding the scope of populism research by proposing
a multidimensional and complex understanding of populism. They argue for a greater
epistemological differentiation and propose a methodology that integrates different fields of politics.
This complex approach makes it possible to analyze populism as a multifaceted phenomenon and to
understand how populisms affect politics and society. Aimed at postgraduates and researchers in
populism as well as scholars in political science and sociology, media, communication, cultural,
gender, and global studies, the volume also contributes to a better understanding of manifestations
of right-wing and authoritarian populism in the twenty-first century.
  from fascism to populism in history: When Democracy Trumps Populism Kurt Weyland, Raúl
L. Madrid, 2019-02-14 Offers the first systematic comparative analysis of the conditions under which
populism slides into illiberal rule and the prospects for US democracy.
  from fascism to populism in history: Global Populisms Carlos de la Torre, Treethep
Srisa-nga, 2021-09-08 This ground-breaking textbook describes and explains the global



manifestations of populism. It reviews controversies about its relationships with democracy in the
distinct and interrelated histories of the Americas, Asia, and Europe. The volume surveys the
similarities and differences between populism, nationalism, fascism, and populist uses of religion
and the media. Global Populisms invites students and the general public to move beyond simplistic
conceptualizations of populism as an external virus and as an irrational threat to democracy, or,
alternatively, as the path to return power to the people. The book differentiates populists’ correct
critiques to inequalities, the loss of national sovereignty, and unresponsive politicians from its
solutions. In the name of giving power to the people, populists in power from Hugo Chávez to Donald
Trump, Narendra Modi, and Viktor Orbán entered in war with the media, made rivals into existential
enemies, and attempted to concentrate power in the hands of the president. Written in a clear and
accessible style, this interdisciplinary volume will appeal to undergraduate students as well as to
non-academic audiences with an interest in political science, sociology, history, and communication
studies.
  from fascism to populism in history: Capitalism's Safety Net: News Media and the Far
Right Peter Milonas, 2024-12-29 The influence of news coverage on the rise of far-right ideologies is
undeniable. To better understand the potential impact of the liberal media on the development of
authoritarian, ultra-nationalist, xenophobic, racist, or reactionary views, it is essential to explore the
connection between dominant ideology and the role of news organizations in society. Using my
analytical framework, I demonstrate how the mass media leverages the “safety net” to bolster
far-right candidates and parties and weaken radical left-wing political groups and social movements,
particularly during capitalist crises. My project goes beyond scrutinizing commercial media and
critically analyzes the capitalist mode of production.
  from fascism to populism in history: Fathers of the Lega George Newth, 2023-08-25 This
book investigates the historical roots of the Italian Republic’s oldest surviving political party, the
populist far right Lega (Nord), tracing its origins to post-war Italy. The author examines two main
case studies: the Movements for Regional Autonomy (MRAs), the Piedmontese Movement for
Regional Autonomy (the MARP) and the Bergamascan Movement for Autonomy (the MAB), both of
which formed a first wave of post-war populist regionalism from 1955 until 1960. The regionalist
leagues which later emerged in both Piedmont and Lombardy in the 1980s – and which would later
form part of the Lega Nord – represented in many ways a revival of the MRAs’ populist regionalist
discourse and ideology and, therefore, a second wave of post-war populist regionalism. Despite this,
neither the MRAs nor the twenty year gap between these waves of activism have received the
attention they deserve. Drawing on a series of archival and secondary sources this book takes an
innovative approach which blends concepts and theories from historical sociology and political
science. It also provides a nuanced examination of the continuities and discontinuities between the
MRAs and the Lega from the 1950s until time of publication. This contributes to debates not only in
contemporary Italian history, but also populism and the far right. While rooted in historical
approaches, the book’s interdisciplinarity makes it suitable for students and researchers across a
variety of subject areas including European history, modern history, and political history.
  from fascism to populism in history: Anti-Colonialism and the Crises of Interwar
Fascism Michael Ortiz, 2023-01-12 What is fascism? Is it an anomaly in the history of modern
Europe? Or its culmination? In Anti-Colonialism and the Crises of Interwar Fascism, Michael Ortiz
makes the case that fascism should be understood, in part, as an imperial phenomenon. He contends
that the Age of Appeasement (1935-1939) was not a titanic clash between rival socio-political
systems (fascism and democracy), but rather an imperial contest between satisfied and unsatisfied
empires. Historians have long debated the extent to which Western imperialisms served as
ideological and intellectual precursors to European fascisms. To date, this scholarship has largely
employed an “inside-out” methodology that examines the imperial discourses that pushed fascist
regimes outward, into Africa, Asia, and the Americas. While effective, such approaches tend to
ignore the ways in which these places and their inhabitants understood European fascisms.
Addressing this imbalance, Anti-Colonialism adopts an “outside-in” approach that analyses fascist



expansion from the perspective of Indian anti-colonialists such as Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhas Bose,
and Mohandas Gandhi. Seen from India, the crises of Interwar fascism-the Second Italo-Ethiopian
War, Spanish Civil War, Second Sino-Japanese War, Munich Agreement, and the outbreak of the
Second World War-were yet another eruption of imperial expansion analogous (although not
identical) to the Scramble for Africa and the Treaty of Versailles. Whether fascist, democratic, or
imperialist, Europe's great powers collectively negotiated the fate of smaller nations.
  from fascism to populism in history: Populism and Liberal Democracy Takis S. Pappas,
2019-04-02 Populism and Liberal Democracy is the first book to offer a comprehensive theory about
populism during both its emergence and consolidation phases in three geographical regions: Europe,
Latin America and the United States. Based on the detailed comparison of all significant cases of
populist governments (including Argentina, Greece, Peru, Italy, Venezuela, Ecuador, Hungary, and
the U.S.) and two cases of populist failure (Spain and Brazil), each of the book's seven chapters
addresses a specific question: What is populism? How to distinguish populists from non-populists?
What causes populism? How and where does populism thrive? How do populists govern? Who is the
populist voter? How does populism endanger democracy? If rising populism is a threat to liberal
democratic politics, as this book clearly shows, it is only by answering the questions it posits that
populism may be resisted successfully.
  from fascism to populism in history: Gendering Antifascism Sandra McGee Deutsch,
2023-09-05 Argentine women’s long resistance to extreme rightists, tyranny, and militarism
culminated in the Junta de la Victoria, or Victory Board, a group that organized in the aftermath of
the German invasion of the Soviet Union in defiance of the neutralist and Axis-leaning government in
Argentina. A sewing and knitting group that provided garments and supplies for the Allied armies in
World War II, the Junta de la Victoria was a politically minded association that mobilized women in
the fight against fascism. Without explicitly characterizing itself as feminist, the organization
promoted women’s political rights and visibility and attracted forty-five thousand members. The
Junta ushered diverse constituencies of Argentine women into political involvement in an
unprecedented experiment in pluralism, coalition-building, and political struggle. Sandra McGee
Deutsch uses this internationally minded but local group to examine larger questions surrounding
the global conflict between democracy and fascism.
  from fascism to populism in history: Why Populism? Paul Kenny, 2023-04-06 The rise to
power of populists like Donald Trump is usually attributed to the shifting values and policy
preferences of voters-the demand side. Why Populism shifts the public debate on populism and
examines the other half of the equation-the supply side. Kenny argues that to understand the rise of
populism is to understand the cost of different strategies for winning and keeping power. For the
aspiring leader, populism-appealing directly to the people through mass communication-can be a
quicker, cheaper, and more effective strategy than working through a political party. Probing the
long history of populism in the West from its Ancient Greek roots to the present, this highly readable
book shows that the 'economic laws of populism are constant.' 'Forget ideology. Forget resentment.
Forget racism or sexism.' Populism, the author writes, is the result of a hidden strategic calculus.
  from fascism to populism in history: Continental Transfers Maximiliano Fuentes Codera,
Patrizia Dogliani, 2022-05-13 Despite being separated by thousands of miles and shaped by
distinctive national histories, the countries of Spain, Italy, and Argentina were intertwined in a
variety of ways during the first half of the twentieth century. This collection brings scholars from
each nation into conversation with one another to trace these complex historical connections over
the period of the two World Wars. Deploying “Latinity” as a novel analytical framework, it gives a
broad and dynamic perspective on cases of reciprocal exchange that include the influence of Italian
Socialism on Hispanophone leftists; the roots of Argentine liberalism in Machiavelli and Spanish
Nationalist thinkers; and the web of connections among Italian Fascism, Argentine Nacionalismo,
and Spanish Francoism.
  from fascism to populism in history: Encyclopedia of New Populism and Responses in the
21st Century Joseph Chacko Chennattuserry, Madhumati Deshpande, Paul Hong, 2024-12-02 This



book mainly seeks to explain, define and update the recurring forms of populism in the 21st century.
Examples used in this Introduction are limited to English speaking countries. But populism's existent
expressions are ecumenically global. Like any long-lasting perennial organism it is sturdy and comes
in a variety of forms adaptable to environmental changes. In political or cultural terms its expression
has been neither exclusively left, center, nor right. Populism contains multitudes, dates back
centuries before it was identified with its modern name. Populism has become a hot button issue in
the recent times. The UK's Sunday heavy The Guardian published about 300 articles in 1998 that
used the term populism or populist and by 2016 its use had skyrocketed to over 2,000. And growing.
Probably the single greatest catalyst to date that injected populism into the world's Internet common
discourse, that infused it into journalism right, left and centerand awakened populist political
activism was the Great Recession of 2007-08 and the subsequent global deprivations it engendered.
In today's world populism promises to remain and renew its intensity due to the covid-19 pandemic's
deleterious effects on most nations middle and low-income groups, specially minorities. These are
some reasons among many why it is time for populism to be relocated, identified and given refreshed
21st understandings. It has a shifting nature among people, events, causes that constantly demands
fresh studies. It is a social and cultural phenomenon both universal and particular. In our 21st
century world it is a product of our shared cultures and each our own exceptional deep culture. This
Encyclopedia is unique in its composition as it includes all the major disciplines of Social Sciences
and thus will be a one stop source of nine different disciplines looking at new populism.
  from fascism to populism in history: The Nazi Worker Sabine Hake, 2023-10-24 The Nazi
Worker is the second in a three-volume project on the figure of the worker and, by extension,
questions of class in twentieth-century German culture. It is based on extensive research in the
archives and informed by recent debates on the politics of emotion, the end of class, and the future
of work. In seven chapters, the book reconstructs the processes by which National Socialism
appropriated aspects of working-class culture and socialist politics and translated class-based
identifications into the racialized communitarianism of Volksgemeinschaft (folk community).
Arbeitertum (workerdom), the operative term within these processes of appropriation, not only
established a discursive framework for integrating proletarian legacies into the cult of the German
worker. As a social imaginary, workerdom also modelled the work-related emotions (e.g., joy, pride)
essential to the culture of work promoted by the German Labor Front. The contribution of images
and stories in creating these new social imaginaries will be reconstructed through highly
contextualized readings of the debates about workerdom, Nazi movement novels, worker’s poetry,
workers’ sculpture, as well as industrial painting, photography, film, and design.
  from fascism to populism in history: Spanish Fascist Writing Justin Crumbaugh, Nil
Santianez, 2020-12-16 This important collection of Spanish fascist writing makes it possible for the
first time to fully incorporate Spain into the global history of fascism.
  from fascism to populism in history: Authoritarianism and Corporatism in Europe and Latin
America António Costa Pinto, Federico Finchelstein, 2018-11-02 What drove the horizontal spread of
authoritarianism and corporatism between Europe and Latin America in the 20th century? What
processes of transnational diffusion were in motion and from where to where? In what type of
‘critical junctures’ were they adopted and why did corporatism largely transcend the cultural
background of its origins? What was the role of intellectual-politicians in the process? This book will
tackle these issues by adopting a transnational and comparative research design encompassing a
wide range of countries.
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