
from slavery through reconstruction

from slavery through reconstruction marks a pivotal era in American history,
encompassing the profound transformation of the United States from a nation
divided by slavery to one striving toward civil rights and equality. This
period covers the establishment and entrenchment of slavery, the Civil War
that challenged this institution, and the Reconstruction era that attempted
to rebuild the South and integrate formerly enslaved people into society.
Understanding this epoch involves exploring the political, social, and
economic factors that influenced the lives of millions. The journey from
slavery through reconstruction reveals the complexities of freedom,
citizenship, and human rights in an evolving nation. This article will
examine key aspects of this transformative period, including the nature of
slavery, the causes and consequences of the Civil War, and the successes and
failures of Reconstruction.
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The Institution of Slavery in America
Slavery was a foundational institution in American society, particularly in
the southern states, where it became deeply embedded in the economy and
culture. From the early colonial period, enslaved Africans were brought to
the Americas under brutal conditions to work primarily in agriculture. The
development of plantation economies, especially those based on tobacco,
cotton, and sugar, relied heavily on enslaved labor. Slavery was legally
sanctioned and socially justified through complex racial ideologies that
dehumanized Black people and denied them basic rights.

Economic Foundations of Slavery
The economy of the antebellum South depended on the forced labor of enslaved
people. Cotton, known as “king cotton,” was the dominant crop by the mid-19th
century, driving demand for more enslaved labor. The wealth generated by
slavery was immense, benefiting not only plantation owners but also northern
industries and international markets. This economic reliance made the



institution resistant to abolitionist pressures.

Social and Legal Structures Supporting Slavery
Slavery was reinforced by laws known as “slave codes” that controlled every
aspect of enslaved people’s lives and upheld white supremacy. These laws
prohibited education, restricted movement, and sanctioned harsh punishments.
Socially, racial hierarchies were rigid, and any challenge to the status quo
was met with violence and repression.

The Road to Civil War
The decades leading up to the Civil War were marked by intense national
conflict over slavery’s expansion and existence. Political compromises,
violent confrontations, and growing abolitionist movements set the stage for
the nation’s division. The tensions between free and slave states centered on
issues of states’ rights, economic interests, and moral questions about
slavery.

Key Political Events and Legislation
Several critical events heightened sectional tensions, including the Missouri
Compromise, the Compromise of 1850, and the Kansas-Nebraska Act. The Dred
Scott decision by the Supreme Court further polarized the nation by denying
citizenship to African Americans and invalidating restrictions on slavery in
the territories.

Rise of Abolitionism and Sectionalism
The abolitionist movement gained momentum in the North, advocating for the
immediate end of slavery. Influential leaders and publications exposed the
brutal realities of slavery, fueling sectional animosity. This growing divide
culminated in the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, which prompted
Southern states to secede and form the Confederacy.

The Civil War and Its Impact
The Civil War (1861–1865) was the bloodiest conflict in American history,
fundamentally altering the nation’s political and social landscape. It was
fought primarily over the issue of slavery and the preservation of the Union.
The war’s outcome led to the abolition of slavery and set the stage for
Reconstruction.



Major Battles and Military Strategies
Key battles such as Gettysburg, Antietam, and Fort Sumter shaped the military
course of the war. Both the Union and Confederate armies employed strategies
aimed at either preserving or dissolving the nation. The war’s widespread
devastation had lasting effects on the Southern economy and infrastructure.

Emancipation Proclamation and the Role of African
Americans
President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 declared freedom for
slaves in Confederate-held territories and allowed African Americans to
enlist in the Union Army. This was a turning point that redefined the war’s
purpose and empowered formerly enslaved people to fight for their freedom and
rights.

Reconstruction: Policies and Challenges
Reconstruction (1865–1877) was the period during which the United States
attempted to rebuild the South and integrate formerly enslaved individuals
into society as citizens with civil rights. This era was marked by
significant political, social, and legal changes but also fierce resistance
and setbacks.

Reconstruction Amendments and Legislation
Three constitutional amendments— the 13th, 14th, and 15th—were enacted to
abolish slavery, guarantee citizenship and equal protection under the law,
and protect voting rights regardless of race. Additionally, laws such as the
Civil Rights Act of 1866 sought to enforce these rights, although
implementation was uneven.

Efforts to Rebuild and Integrate
Programs like the Freedmen’s Bureau were established to assist formerly
enslaved people by providing education, healthcare, and legal support.
African Americans began to participate in political life, holding public
office and advocating for their communities. However, these efforts faced
violent opposition from white supremacist groups.

Opposition and Challenges
Reconstruction governments struggled with corruption and economic
difficulties. The rise of groups such as the Ku Klux Klan employed terror to



undermine Black political participation. Ultimately, the Compromise of 1877
ended federal intervention in the South, leading to the withdrawal of troops
and the collapse of many Reconstruction reforms.

Legacy of Reconstruction and Transition to the
Jim Crow Era
The end of Reconstruction marked a significant regression in the progress
made toward racial equality. Southern states enacted Jim Crow laws that
institutionalized racial segregation and disenfranchisement for decades to
come. Despite this, the period from slavery through reconstruction laid the
groundwork for future civil rights movements.

Institutionalization of Segregation
The post-Reconstruction South saw the establishment of laws that mandated the
separation of races in public spaces, education, and transportation. These
laws were supported by Supreme Court decisions like Plessy v. Ferguson, which
upheld “separate but equal” doctrines.

Enduring Impact on American Society
While Reconstruction’s gains were systematically dismantled, the era
represented a crucial attempt to redefine American democracy and citizenship.
The struggles and achievements of this time continue to influence discussions
about race, justice, and equality in the United States today.

Slavery’s economic and social foundations created deep divisions in the1.
United States.

Political conflicts over slavery led directly to the outbreak of the2.
Civil War.

The Civil War resulted in the abolition of slavery and redefined3.
national identity.

Reconstruction sought to rebuild and integrate but faced significant4.
resistance.

The legacies of this period shaped subsequent racial policies and civil5.
rights struggles.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of slavery in the United
States?
Slavery in the United States was primarily driven by the demand for labor-
intensive cash crops like cotton and tobacco, economic interests of
plantation owners, and racial ideologies that dehumanized African people.

How did enslaved people resist slavery?
Enslaved people resisted slavery through various means including work
slowdowns, sabotage, escape via the Underground Railroad, revolts, and
preserving cultural traditions to maintain their identity and hope.

What role did the abolitionist movement play before
the Civil War?
The abolitionist movement sought to end slavery through activism, literature,
speeches, and political pressure, raising awareness about the moral and legal
injustices of slavery and influencing public opinion and policy.

How did the Civil War lead to the abolition of
slavery?
The Civil War weakened the institution of slavery as the Union fought against
the Confederacy, which sought to preserve it. President Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 declared enslaved people in Confederate
states free, and the 13th Amendment in 1865 abolished slavery nationwide.

What were the key objectives of Reconstruction after
the Civil War?
Reconstruction aimed to rebuild the South, integrate formerly enslaved people
into society as free citizens with equal rights, and redefine political and
social structures through amendments and laws promoting civil rights.

What challenges did African Americans face during
Reconstruction?
African Americans faced violent opposition from groups like the Ku Klux Klan,
discriminatory Black Codes, economic exploitation through sharecropping, and
political disenfranchisement despite legal gains.



How did Reconstruction impact the future of civil
rights in the United States?
Reconstruction laid the groundwork for future civil rights movements by
establishing constitutional amendments (13th, 14th, 15th) that abolished
slavery, granted citizenship, and protected voting rights, although full
equality was delayed due to subsequent Jim Crow laws.

Additional Resources
1. “Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave”
This autobiography by Frederick Douglass details his life from slavery to
freedom. It offers a powerful firsthand account of the brutality of slavery
and the resilience of the human spirit. Douglass’s eloquent narrative became
a foundational text in the abolitionist movement and remains a vital
historical document.

2. “The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of American
Capitalism”
Historian Edward E. Baptist explores how slavery was integral to the economic
development of the United States. The book reveals the brutal realities of
enslaved labor and its direct connection to the rise of American capitalism.
It challenges readers to reconsider the economic legacy of slavery in shaping
modern America.

3. “Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877”
Eric Foner’s comprehensive work examines the tumultuous period following the
Civil War. The book covers the political, social, and economic changes during
Reconstruction, highlighting the struggles for African American rights and
the resistance that ultimately undermined progress. It’s a seminal text for
understanding the era’s complexities and lasting impact.

4. “Slave Counterpoint: Black Culture in the Eighteenth-Century Chesapeake
and Lowcountry”
Philip D. Morgan investigates the cultural lives of enslaved Africans in two
distinct regions of colonial America. The book contrasts the experiences and
cultural adaptations of slaves in the Chesapeake and the Lowcountry,
providing deep insight into the diversity of slave life. It’s an essential
study for those interested in African American history and culture.

5. “A People’s History of the Civil War: Struggles for the Meaning of
Freedom”
David Williams presents the Civil War and Reconstruction from the perspective
of ordinary people, especially African Americans. The book highlights
grassroots activism and the fight for freedom beyond the battlefield and
political arenas. It offers a fresh, bottom-up approach to this critical
period in American history.

6. “Freedom’s Soldiers: The Black Military Experience in the Civil War”



Chandra Manning explores the role of African American soldiers in the Union
Army during the Civil War. The book details their struggles for equality,
recognition, and freedom through military service. It emphasizes how black
soldiers shaped the course of the war and the meaning of emancipation.

7. “Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made”
Eugene D. Genovese provides an in-depth look at the social and cultural world
of enslaved people in the American South. The book explores how slaves
created communities, resisted oppression, and maintained their humanity under
the brutal system of slavery. It remains a classic in the field of slavery
studies.

8. “The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration”
Isabel Wilkerson chronicles the mass movement of African Americans from the
South to the North and West in the 20th century. While primarily focused
post-Reconstruction, it contextualizes the long-term effects of slavery and
Reconstruction on migration and African American life. The book combines
personal narratives with historical analysis.

9. “Black Reconstruction in America 1860-1880”
W.E.B. Du Bois’s groundbreaking work reinterprets the Reconstruction era,
emphasizing African American agency and leadership. Written in the early 20th
century, it challenges prevailing racist narratives and highlights the
achievements and struggles of freedpeople. Du Bois’s analysis remains
influential in the study of Reconstruction history.
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  from slavery through reconstruction: The Underground Railroad and Slavery Through
Primary Sources Carin T. Ford, 2013-01-01 In 1619, the first African slaves arrived in America. More
than two hundred years later, African-American slaves continued to suffer under the cruelest and
harshest conditions in the South. Slaves tried to escape, but it was difficult. However, during the
mid-1800s, the Underground Railroad, a secret network of people and escape routes, finally gave
many slaves hope. It helped thousands reach freedom. Author Carin T. Ford discusses the tragic
story of slavery in American history, the heroes of the Underground Railroad, and the end of slavery
in the United States.
  from slavery through reconstruction: Creating Black Americans Nell Irvin Painter, 2006
Blending a vivid narrative with more than 150 images of artwork, Painter offers a history--from
before slavery to today's hip-hop culture--written for a new generation.
  from slavery through reconstruction: Walls of Heritage, Walls of Pride James Prigoff, Robin J.
Dunitz, 2000 THIRTEEN COLONIES & THE LOST COLONY(tm) Take a step back and discover the
thirteen colonies of Colonial America. From European exploration through the American Revolution,
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witness the unique history and character of each colony. Trace the role of each colony in the
American Revolution and that colony's impact on the formation of our Constitution. Georgia - Using
primary source documents that include the Charter of Georgia, a map of the colony circa 1725,
period portraits, and newspaper articles, this fascinating book traces the history of the colony from
its founding to its being the fourth state to ratify the U.S. Constitution in 1788.Good organization,
well-written text which reads like a story, numerous quotes and historic incidents, attractive format
and well-designed pages, drawings, maps...all make this title a recommended source for studies in
the colonial period of American history. - ASSOCIATION OF REG. XI SCHOOL LIBRARIANS, TEXAS
  from slavery through reconstruction: Slavery in the South Clayton E. Jewett, John O. Allen,
2004-02-28 Slavery in the United States is once again a topic of contention as politicians and
interest groups argue about and explore the possibility of reparations. The subject is clearly not
exhausted, and a state-by-state approach fills a critical reference niche. This book is the first
comparative summary of the southern slave states from Colonial times to Reconstruction. The
history of slavery in each state is a story based on the unique events in that jurisdiction, and is a
chronicle of the relationships and interactions between its blacks and whites. Each state chapter
explores the genesis, growth and economics of slavery, the life of free and enslaved blacks, the legal
codes that defined the institution and affected both whites and blacks, the black experience during
the Civil War, and the freedmen's struggle during Emancipation and Reconstruction. The
commonalities and differences can be seen from state to state, and students and other interested
readers will find fascinating accounts from ex-slaves that flesh out the fuller picture of slavery state-
and country-wide. Included are timelines per state, photos, numerous tables for comparison, and
appendixes on the numbers of slaveholders by state in 1860; dates of admission, secession, and
readmission; and economic statistics. A bibliography and index complete the volume.
  from slavery through reconstruction: Slavery in North America Barbara M. Linde,
2016-12-15 Before the Civil War, a large part of the U.S. economy was built on slave labor. Readers
learn that goods could be produced and sold cheaply because the slaves were unpaid for their labor.
Millions of black men, women, and children were treated as property. Although slavery has been
abolished, the racism that sprang from this period still haunts America today. Accessible text,
primary sources, and informative sidebars provide readers with an unvarnished look at a tragic
period in America’s past.
  from slavery through reconstruction: The Palgrave Handbook of Global Slavery throughout
History Damian A. Pargas, Juliane Schiel, 2023-06-14 This open access handbook takes a
comparative and global approach to analyse the practice of slavery throughout history. To
understand slavery - why it developed, and how it functioned in various societies – is to understand
an important and widespread practice in world civilisations. With research traditionally being
dominated by the Atlantic world, this collection aims to illuminate slavery that existed in not only the
Americas but also ancient, medieval, North and sub-Saharan African, Near Eastern, and Asian
societies. Connecting civilisations through migration, warfare, trade routes and economic expansion,
the practice of slavery integrated countries and regions through power-based relationships, whilst
simultaneously dividing societies by class, race, ethnicity and cultural group. Uncovering slavery as
a globalising phenomenon, the authors highlight the slave-trading routes that crisscrossed Africa,
helped integrate the Mediterranean world, connected Indian Ocean societies and fused the Atlantic
world. Split into five parts, the handbook portrays the evolution of slavery from antiquity to the
contemporary era and encourages readers to realise similarities and differences between various
manifestations of slavery throughout history. Providing a truly global coverage of slavery, and
including thematic injections within each chronological part, this handbook is a comprehensive and
transnational resource for all researchers interested in slavery, the history of labour, and
anthropology.
  from slavery through reconstruction: Traces and Memories of Slavery in the Atlantic
World Lawrence Aje, Nicolas Gachon, 2019-06-28 Traces and Memories deals with the foundation,
mechanisms and scope of slavery-related memorial processes, interrogating how descendants of



enslaved populations reconstruct the history of their ancestors when transatlantic slavery is one of
the variables of the memorial process. While memory studies mark a shift from concern with
historical knowledge of events to that of memory, the book seeks to bridge the memorial
representations of historical events with the production and knowledge of those events. The book
offers a methodological and epistemological reflection on the challenges that are raised by archival
limitations in relation to slavery and how they can be overcome. It covers topics such as the
historical and memorial legacy/ies of slavery, the memorialization of slavery, the canonization and
patrimonialization of the memory of slavery, the places and conditions of the production of
knowledge on slavery and its circulation, the heritage of slavery and the (re)construction of
(collective) identity. By offering fresh perspectives on how slavery-related sites of memory have been
retrospectively (re)framed or (re)shaped, the book probes the constraints which determine the
inscription of this contentious memory in the public sphere. The volume will serve as a valuable
resource in the area of slavery, memory, and Atlantic studies.
  from slavery through reconstruction: Encyclopedia of the Harlem Renaissance: A-J Cary
D. Wintz, Paul Finkelman, 2004 From the music of Louis Armstrong to the portraits by Beauford
Delaney, the writings of Langston Hughes to the debut of the musical Show Boat, the Harlem
Renaissance is one of the most significant developments in African-American history in the twentieth
century. The Encyclopedia of the Harlem Renaissance, in two-volumes and over 635 entries, is the
first comprehensive compilation of information on all aspects of this creative, dynamic period. For a
full list of entries, contributors, and more, visit the Encyclopedia of Harlem Renaissance website.
  from slavery through reconstruction: From Slavery to Agrarian Capitalism in the Cotton
Plantation South Joseph P. Reidy, 2000-11-09 Reidy has produced one of the most thoughtful
treatments to date of a critical moment in southern history, placing the social transformation of the
South in the context of 'the age of capital' and the changes in the markets, ideologies, etc. of the
Atlantic world system. Better than anyone perhaps, Reidy has elaborated both the large and small
narratives of this development, connecting global forces with the initiatives and reactions of
ordinary southerners, black and white.--Thomas C. Holt, University of Chicago Joseph Reidy's
detailed analysis of social and economic developments in central Georgia during and after slavery
will take its place among the standard works on these subjects. Its discussions of the expansion of
the cotton kingdom and of the changes after emancipation make it necessary reading for all
concerned with southern and African-American history.--Stanley Engerman, University of Rochester
Successfully places the experience of one region's people into the larger theoretical context of world
capitalist development and in the process challenges other scholars to do the same.--Rural Sociology
  from slavery through reconstruction: Prologue , 1997
  from slavery through reconstruction: New Perspectives on Race and Slavery in America
Robert H. Abzug, Stephen E. Maizlish, 2021-10-21 For more than three decades race relations have
been at the forefront of historical research in America. These new essays on race and slavery—some
by highly regarded, award-winning veterans in the field and others by talented newcomers—point in
fresh directions. They address specific areas of contention even as together they survey important
questions across four centuries of social, cultural, and political history. Looking at the institution
itself, Robert McColley reconsiders the origins of black slavery in America, while William W.
Freehling presents a striking interpretation of the Denmark Vesey slave conspiracy of 1822. In the
political arena, William E. Gienapp and Stephen E. Maizlish assess the power of race and slave
issues in, respectively, the Republican and Democratic parties of the 1850s. For the Civil War and
Reconstruction eras, Reid Mitchell profiles the consciousness of the average Confederate soldier,
while Leon F. Litwack explores the tasks facing freed slaves. Arthur Zilversmit switches the
perspective to Washington with a reevaluation of Grant's commitments to the freedmen. Essays on
the twentieth century focus on the South. James Oakes traces the rising fortunes of the supposedly
vanquished planter class as it entered this century. Moving to more recent times, John G. Sproat
looks at the role of South Carolina's white moderates during the struggle over segregation in the
late 1950s and early 1960s and their failure at Orangeburg in 1968. Finally, Joel Williamson assesses



what the loss of slavery has meant to southern culture in the 120 years since the end of the Civil
War. A wide-ranging yet cohesive exploration, New Perspectives on Race and Slavery in America
takes on added significance as a volume that honors Kenneth M. Stampp, the mentor of all the
authors and long considered one of the great modern pioneers in the history of slavery and the Civil
War.
  from slavery through reconstruction: Atlas of African-American History James Ciment,
2007 A comprehensive history of African Americans, including culture, slavery, and civil rights.
  from slavery through reconstruction: A Hard Fight for We Leslie A. Schwalm, 2023-02-03
African-American women fought for their freedom with courage and vigor during and after the Civil
War. Leslie Schwalm explores the vital roles of enslaved and formerly enslaved women on the rice
plantations of lowcountry South Carolina, both in antebellum plantation life and in the wartime
collapse of slavery. From there, she chronicles their efforts as freedwomen to recover from the
impact of the war while redefining their lives and labor. Freedwomen asserted their own ideas of
what freedom meant and insisted on important changes in the work they performed both for white
employers and in their own homes. As Schwalm shows, these women rejected the most unpleasant
or demeaning tasks, guarded the prerogatives they gained under the South's slave economy, and
defended their hard-won freedoms against unwanted intervention by Northern whites and the efforts
of former owners to restore slavery's social and economic relations during Reconstruction. A bold
challenge to entrenched notions, A Hard Fight for We places African American women at the center
of the South's transition from a slave society.
  from slavery through reconstruction: Slavery and the Making of America James Oliver
Horton, Lois E. Horton, 2005 The history of slavery is central to understanding the history of the
United States. Slavery and the Making of America offers a richly illustrated, vividly written history
that illuminates the human side of this inhumane institution, presenting it largely through stories of
the slaves themselves.Readers will discover a wide ranging and sharply nuanced look at American
slavery, from the first Africans brought to British colonies in the early seventeenth century to the
end of Reconstruction. The authors document the horrors of slavery, particularly in the deep South,
and describe the slaves' valiant struggles to free themselves from bondage. There are dramatic tales
of escape by slaves such as William and Ellen Craft and Dred Scott's doomed attempt to win his
freedom through the Supreme Court. We see how slavery engendered violence in our nation, from
bloody confrontations that broke out in American cities over fugitive slaves, to the cataclysm of the
Civil War. The book is also filled with stories of remarkable African Americans like Sergeant William
H. Carney, who won the Congressional Medal of Honor for his bravery at the crucial assault on Fort
Wagner during the Civil War, and Benjamin Pap Singleton, a former slave who led freed African
Americans to a new life on the American frontier. Filled with absorbing and inspirational accounts
highlighted by more than one hundred pictures and illustrations, Slavery and the Making of America
is a gripping account of the struggles of African Americans against the iniquity of slavery.
  from slavery through reconstruction: Slavery in North America Vol 4 Mark M Smith,
Peter S Carmichael, Timothy Lockley, Jonathan Daniel Wells, 2021-12-16 First published in 2009.
From the founding of Jamestown to the American Civil War, slavery and abolition shaped American
national, regional and racial identities. This four-volume reset edition draws together rare sources
relating to American slavery systems. Volume 4 includes the Civil War and Emancipation period
from 1861 to 1866.
  from slavery through reconstruction: The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Emancipation
David Brion Davis, 2015-01-06 Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award 2014 With this
volume, Davis presents the age of emancipation as a model for reform and as probably the greatest
landmark of willed moral progress in human history. Bringing to a close his staggeringly ambitious,
prizewinning trilogy on slavery in Western culture Davis offers original and penetrating insights into
what slavery and emancipation meant to Americans. He explores how the Haitian Revolution
respectively terrified and inspired white and black Americans, hovering over the antislavery debates
like a bloodstained ghost. He offers a surprising analysis of the complex and misunderstood



significance the project to move freed slaves back to Africa. He vividly portrays the dehumanizing
impact of slavery, as well as the generally unrecognized importance of freed slaves to abolition. Most
of all, Davis presents the age of emancipation as a model for reform and as probably the greatest
landmark of willed moral progress in human history.
  from slavery through reconstruction: Slavery in America Dorothy Schneider, Carl J.
Schneider, 2014-05-14 Presents the history of slavery in America from colonial times through the
U.S. Civil War.
  from slavery through reconstruction: African Americans and the Media Catherine Squires,
2009-10-12 This work provides a textbook overview of the past, present, and future of African
Americans in US media. It brings together work from a variety of disciplines to provide the fullest
understanding of this complex relationship to date.
  from slavery through reconstruction: Black Americans in Congress, 1870-2007 , 2008
From the publisher: Provides a comprehensive history of the more than 120 African Americans who
have served in the United States Congress. Written for a general audience, this book contains a
profile of each African-American Member, including notables such as Hiram Revels, Joseph Rainey,
Oscar De Priest, Adam Clayton Powell, Shirley Chisholm, Gus Hawkins, and Barbara Jordan.
Individual profiles are introduced by contextual essays that explain major events in congressional
and U.S. history. Illustrated with many portraits, photographs, and charts.
  from slavery through reconstruction: What is African American History? Pero Gaglo
Dagbovie, 2015-12-21 Scholarship on African American history has changed dramatically since the
publication of George Washington Williams’ pioneering A History of the Negro Race in America in
1882. Organized chronologically and thematically, What is African American History? offers a
concise and compelling introduction to the field of African American history as well as the black
historical enterpriseÑpast, present, and future. Pero Gaglo Dagbovie discusses many of the
discipline’s important turning points, subspecialties, defining characteristics, debates, texts, and
scholars. The author explores the growth and maturation of scholarship on African American history
from late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries until the field achieved significant recognition
from the ‘mainstream’ U.S. historical profession in the 1970s. Subsequent decades witnessed the
emergence and development of key theoretical approaches, controversies, and dynamic areas of
concentration in black history, the vibrant field of black women’s history, the intriguing relationship
between African American history and Black Studies, and the imaginable future directions of African
American history in the twenty-first century. What is African American History? will be a practical
introduction for all students of African American history and Black Studies.
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