fries in sign language

fries in sign language is an intriguing concept that combines the world of American Sign Language (ASL)
and the popular food item, french fries. Understanding how to communicate about common foods like fries
in sign language is essential for effective interaction within the Deaf community and for anyone learning
ASL. This article explores the sign language representation of fries, including the specific signs used,
variations in different sign languages, and the cultural context surrounding food signs. Additionally, it
delves into the importance of food-related vocabulary in sign language learning and practical tips for
mastering these signs. Whether you are a beginner or advanced learner, this comprehensive guide will

enhance your vocabulary and cultural awareness related to fries in sign language.
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Understanding Fries in Sign Language

The concept of fries in sign language involves the specific gestures and hand movements used to represent
the popular snack, french fries. Sign languages around the world have developed unique signs for various
foods to facilitate communication in everyday contexts. Fries, being a common and widely consumed item,
have distinct signs in many sign languages, particularly American Sign Language (ASL). Understanding
these signs requires familiarity with handshapes, movements, and facial expressions that convey the idea of

fries accurately.

What Are Fries in Sign Language?

In the context of sign language, fries are represented not just by a direct translation of the word but often
through iconic or descriptive signs that mimic the shape or concept of the food. This means the signer uses
handshapes that resemble fries or the action of eating them. The sign for fries in ASL typically reflects this
approach, combining hand movements that suggest the slender shape of fries and the act of holding or

eating them.



Sign Language and Food Terminology

Food terminology in sign language is an essential subset of vocabulary that enables communicators to discuss
meals, preferences, dietary restrictions, and social activities involving food. Fries in sign language form part
of this food lexicon, representing a small but significant category of signs related to fast food and snacks.
These signs help bridge communication gaps and enrich conversations about eating habits and cultural

experiences.

Common Signs for Fries in American Sign Language

American Sign Language has a specific sign for fries that is widely recognized and used within the Deaf
community. Understanding this sign is crucial for anyone looking to communicate about food effectively in

ASL. The sign combines handshape and movement to visually depict fries, making it easily understandable.

How to Sign Fries in ASL

The common method to sign fries in ASL involves using a specific handshape that mimics the shape of
fries. Typically, the dominant hand forms a “V” handshape with the index and middle fingers extended
and held together, representing the slender fries. This handshape is then moved slightly to imitate holding
or eating fries. Sometimes, the non-dominant hand can be used to represent a container or a gesture

mimicking holding a fries box, adding context to the sign.

Additional Signs Related to Fries

Alongside the sign for fries, there are related signs that can be learned to enhance communication about fast
food or snack items. These include signs for “potato,” “fast food,” “eat,” and “snack.” Together, these signs

create a more complete food-related vocabulary useful in many social and practical situations.

Fries (V handshape mimicking fries)

Potato (fist with thumb extended, tapping the cheek)

Eat (hand shaped like holding food moving to the mouth)

Snack (small hand movements near the mouth)



Variations in Sign Language Across Different Regions

While American Sign Language has a distinct sign for fries, other sign languages around the world may
use different signs or approaches. Sign languages are natural languages that vary by region and culture, so
the representation of fries in British Sign Language (BSL), Australian Sign Language (Auslan), or other

sign languages may differ significantly.

Fries in British Sign Language

In British Sign Language, the sign for fries may differ from ASL, often using different handshapes or
movements. BSL tends to have unique signs for many food items, including fries, based on culturally
relevant gestures or visual metaphors. Learning these regional differences is important for effective

communication in diverse Deaf communities.

International Sign and Fries

International Sign, a pidgin form used in international Deaf events, may use simplified or more universally
understandable signs for fries. These signs aim to bridge communication among signers from different

countries, often relying on iconic gestures that represent the food item clearly.

The Importance of Food Vocabulary in Sign Language

Food vocabulary, including fries in sign language, plays a vital role in daily communication. It allows
individuals to discuss eating preferences, describe meals, and engage socially in settings involving food.
Mastery of food signs enhances both personal and professional interactions within the Deaf community and

among sign language learners.

Social and Cultural Significance

Food signs facilitate social bonding and cultural exchange, as sharing meals is a significant part of human
interaction. Knowing how to sign foods like fries helps in participating in conversations about popular
culture, dining out, and nutritional habits. It also fosters inclusivity and understanding between Deaf and

hearing individuals.

Educational Benefits

Incorporating food vocabulary into sign language education supports language development, memory

retention, and practical communication skills. Learning signs for common foods such as fries aids in



vocabulary building and encourages active use of the language in everyday scenarios.

Practical Tips for Learning and Using Food Signs

Acquiring proficiency in signing fries and other food-related terms requires consistent practice and
exposure. Several strategies can help learners effectively incorporate these signs into their vocabulary and

daily communication.

Use Visual Resources and Videos

Visual learning tools, including instructional videos and illustrated dictionaries, provide clear
demonstrations of how to sign fries in sign language. Observing native signers and mimicking their

handshapes and movements enhances accuracy and fluency.

Practice in Real-Life Contexts

Engaging in conversations with Deaf individuals or participating in signing groups offers practical
experience. Using the sign for fries in relevant situations, such as ordering food or discussing meals,

reinforces learning and builds confidence.

Expand Food Vocabulary Systematically

Learning related food signs alongside fries creates a more comprehensive understanding of food
terminology. Systematic study using thematic lists or categories helps retain vocabulary and facilitates

smoother communication.

1. Start with basic food signs including fries

2. Learn related signs for ingredients and meals
3. Practice combining signs in sentences

4. Seek feedback from fluent signers

5. Regularly review and refresh vocabulary



Frequently Asked Questions

How do you sign 'fries' in American Sign Language (ASL)?

To sign 'fries’ in ASL, you can fingerspell F-R-I-E-S or use the sign for 'potato’ or 'food' combined with a

gesture mimicking holding and eating fries.

Is there a specific sign for 'fries’ in ASL?

There is no universal specific sign for 'fries’' in ASL; many people fingerspell it or use descriptive signs

related to food or potatoes.

Can 'fries' be signed using a compound sign in ASL?

Yes, sometimes 'fries' is signed by combining the sign for 'potato’ with a sign for 'stick' or 'thin pieces' to

visually represent fries.

Are there regional variations in signing 'fries’ in sign language?

Yes, sign language varies by region and country, so the sign for 'fries' may differ or be represented

differently in other sign languages like BSL or Auslan.

How can I teach the sign for 'fries' to someone learning ASL?

You can teach the sign for 'fries' by fingerspelling F-R-I-E-S and then showing how to use the sign for

'potato’ or 'food' combined with a gesture mimicking eating fries.

Is fingerspelling the best way to communicate 'fries' in sign language?

Fingerspelling is often used for 'fries' since there is no widely recognized specific sign, but combining

related signs can also effectively communicate the concept.

How do deaf communities refer to 'fries' if there isn't a standard sign?

Deaf communities often use descriptive signs, fingerspelling, or borrow from related food signs to refer to

'fries' depending on context and preference.

Does the sign for 'fries' differ between ASL and British Sign Language
(BSL)?

Yes, ASL and BSL are different languages with different signs; 'fries' may be signed differently or

fingerspelled in each.



Can you use gestures to represent 'fries' if you don't know the sign?

Absolutely, you can mimic holding a handful of fries and eating them as a gesture to communicate 'fries’

non-verbally.

Are there educational resources for learning food-related signs like 'fries'?

Yes, many online platforms and ASL dictionaries provide videos and tutorials for food-related signs

including how to sign or fingerspell 'fries.'

Additional Resources

1. Fingerspell Your Fries: A Beginner’s Guide to Sign Language and Food
This book introduces readers to basic sign language through the fun and familiar topic of fries. It teaches
common signs related to food, cooking, and dining, with fries as the central theme. Perfect for beginners, it

includes illustrations and exercises to help readers practice fingerspelling and everyday signs.

2. Signing Snacks: Communicating Fries and More in ASL

Explore the world of American Sign Language with a focus on popular snack foods, especially fries. This
book provides detailed descriptions and illustrations of signs for various types of fries, condiments, and
related vocabulary. It’s an engaging resource for those looking to expand their sign language skills in casual

dining contexts.

3. The Fry Language: A Deaf Cook’s Guide to Sign and Sizzle
Written by a deaf chef, this book combines culinary tips with sign language instruction. Readers learn how
to sign recipes, cooking techniques, and ingredients centered around fries and fried foods. It’s a unique

blend of culture, language, and cuisine that celebrates deaf heritage.

4. Crunch and Sign: Learning Sign Language with French Fries
This interactive book uses the crunchy, crispy texture of fries as a metaphor for learning sign language.
Through fun activities and visual aids, it helps learners associate signs with sensory experiences. Ideal for

kids and adults alike, it makes acquiring ASL vocabulary enjoyable and memorable.

5. Fries Fingers: A Visual Dictionary of Fry-Related Signs
A comprehensive dictionary dedicated to signs related to fries, fast food, and eating out. Each entry includes
clear illustrations and example sentences to show how signs are used in context. It serves as a handy

reference for students, interpreters, and food enthusiasts interested in ASL.

6. From Potato to Plate: Signing the Journey of Fries
This book narrates the journey of a potato becoming delicious fries, all through sign language storytelling. It
introduces readers to vocabulary about farming, cooking, and eating, with step-by-step sign instructions. It’s

perfect for educational settings and storytelling sessions in the deaf community.



7. Sign and Dine: Mastering Fries and Food Orders in ASL
Focused on practical communication skills, this guide teaches readers how to order fries and other foods
using sign language. It covers common phrases, polite expressions, and cultural tips for dining out within

the deaf and hard-of-hearing communities. A useful tool for travelers and food lovers alike.

8. Fries and Fingers: A Cultural Exploration of Food Signs
Delve into the cultural significance of food signs within various sign languages, with fries as a case study.
The book examines regional variations and the evolution of signs related to fries and similar foods. It’s an

insightful read for linguists, cultural historians, and sign language learners.

9. Snack Time in Sign: Fun with Fries and Friends
A playful and colorful book designed for children, teaching them how to sign about fries and snack time
activities. Through stories, games, and songs, it encourages social interaction and language development in

ASL. It’s a delightful way to introduce young learners to the joys of signing and snacking.

Fries In Sign Language

Find other PDF articles:

https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-008/files?docid=HpC41-0089&title=2003-buic
k-century-engine-diagram.pdf

fries in sign language: Sign Language for Kids Lora Heller, 2004 Color photos illustrate sign
language for numbers, letters, colors, feelings, animals, and clothes.

fries in sign language: Knack American Sign Language Suzie Chafin, 2009-08-04 While
learning a new language isn’t a “knack” for everyone, Knack American Sign Language finally makes
it easy. The clear layout, succinct information, and topic-specific sign language partnered with
high-quality photos enable quick learning. By a “bilingual” author whose parents were both deaf,
and photographed by a design professor at the leading deaf university, Gallaudet, it covers all the
basic building blocks of communication. It does so with a view to each reader’s reason for learning,
whether teaching a toddler basic signs or communicating with a deaf coworker. Readers will come
away with a usable knowledge base rather than a collection of signs with limited use. - 450 full-color
photos - American Sign Language - Intended for people who can hear - Can be used with babies and
young children

fries in sign language: Random House Webster's Compact American Sign Language Dictionary
Elaine Costello, Ph.D., 2008-06-10 The Random House Webster’s Compact American Sign Language
Dictionary is a treasury of over 4,500 signs for the novice and experienced user alike. It includes
complete descriptions of each sign, plus full-torso illustrations. There is also a subject index for easy
reference as well as alternate signs for the same meaning.

fries in sign language: American Sign Language For Dummies with Online Videos Adan
R. Penilla, II, Angela Lee Taylor, 2016-11-11 Grasp the rich culture and language of the Deaf
community To see people use American Sign Language (ASL) to share ideas is remarkable and
fascinating to watch. Now, you have a chance to enter the wonderful world of sign language.
American Sign Language For Dummies offers you an easy-to-access introduction so you can get your
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hands wet with ASL, whether you're new to the language or looking for a great refresher. Used
predominantly in the United States, ASL provides the Deaf community with the ability to acquire and
develop language and communication skills by utilizing facial expressions and body movements to
convey and process linguistic information. With American Sign Language For Dummies, the complex
visual-spatial and linguistic principles that form the basis for ASL are broken down, making this a
great resource for friends, colleagues, students, education personnel, and parents of Deaf children.
Grasp the various ways ASL is communicated Get up to speed on the latest technological
advancements assisting the Deaf Understand how cultural background and regionalism can affect
communication Follow the instructions in the book to access bonus videos online and practice
signing along with an instructor If you want to get acquainted with Deaf culture and understand
what it's like to be part of a special community with a unique shared and celebrated history and
language, American Sign Language For Dummies gets you up to speed on ASL fast.

fries in sign language: American Sign Language Made Easy for Beginners Travis
Belmontes-Merrell, 2022-08-02 Learn American Sign Language the easy way! Become a lifelong
learner of American Sign Language (ASL) with this guide for true beginners. It breaks down ASL
fundamentals and gives you step-by-step instructions for signing more than 400 vocabulary words,
organized by practical topics like greetings, hobbies, times, places, and more. The building blocks of
ASIL—Lay the foundation for ASL learning as you explore the five parameters of signing: handshape,
location, movement, palm orientation, and non-manual markers. Clear guidance for novices—Learn
how to sign each vocabulary word with the help of detailed written directions and large, full-color
photos, so you know you're doing it right even if it's your first sign ever. Lessons and quizzes—Put
your new skills to the test with themed lessons designed for real-world conversations, and brief
quizzes at the end of each section. Make learning ASL fun and easy with this top choice in American
Sign Language books for beginners.

fries in sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy Russell S.
Rosen, 2019-09-17 The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is the first reference of its
kind, presenting contributions from leading experts in the field of sign language pedagogy. The
Handbook fills a significant gap in the growing field of sign language pedagogy, compiling all
essential aspects of current trends and empirical research in teaching, curricular design, and
assessment in one volume. Each chapter includes historical perspectives, core issues, research
approaches, key findings, pedagogical implications, future research direction, and additional
references. The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is an essential reference for sign
language teachers, practitioners, and researchers in applied sign linguistics and first, second, and
additional language learning.

fries in sign language: Learn American Sign Language James W. Guido, 2017-09-26 Over
half a million people communicate in American Sign Language (ASL) each day; this is your chance to
learn the first 250 signs of this comprehensive language, with Learn American Sign Language.
American Sign Language is a vibrant language that is surprisingly easy-to-learn. Current with the
latest additions to ASL, and filled with hundreds of photographs, Learn American Sign Language is
the most comprehensive beginner's guide of its kind. Learn American Sign Language is a kit which
includes 50 flash cards, one large poster, and an 80-page instruction book. Using these tools, you
will learn more than 250 signs which you'll be able to combine into phrases. Some of the signs you
will learn include signs for: Things at school In the workplace Around the house Out and about Food
and drink Nature Emotions Small talk and more Unlock the storytelling possibilities of ASL with
classifiers, easy ways to modify signs, and find out how to make sentences with signs by using the
proper facial expressions.

fries in sign language: American Sign Language Dictionary for Beginners Tara Adams,
2022-04-19 A user-friendly dictionary with 800+ ASL signs Whatever your reason for learning the
richly expressive language of American Sign Language (ASL), this book will guide you through the
initial stages of your signing journey. It's filled with everything you need to master more than 800
essential vocabulary words, including detailed directions that make it simple to develop your ASL




skills. What sets this dictionary apart from other sign language books for beginners: No experience
required—Find comprehensive, clearly written guidance that makes sense of American Sign
Language for beginners, with helpful explanations of more difficult concepts, plus plenty of tips for
success. Instructional photographs—See ASL in action with full-color photographs that illustrate
how to sign each vocabulary word. Easy-to-find signs—Study each sign in alphabetical order or
search by category with a handy index that organizes signs by activities, animals, emotions, places,
events, and more. Build up your ASL vocabulary with the American Sign Language Dictionary for
Beginners.

fries in sign language: Teaching and Learning Signed Languages D. McKee, R. Rosen,
2014-02-27 Teaching and Learning Signed Languages examines current practices, contexts, and the
research nexus in the teaching and learning of signed languages, offering a contemporary,
international survey of innovations in this field.

fries in sign language: The Deaf Way Carol Erting, 1994 Selected papers from the conference
held in Washington DC, July 9-14, 1989.

fries in sign language: Sign Language Research Sixty Years Later: Current and Future
Perspectives Valentina Cuccio, Erin Wilkinson, Brigitte Garcia, Adam Schembri, Erin Moriarty,
Sabina Fontana, 2022-11-14

fries in sign language: Random House Webster's American Sign Language Dictionary
Elaine Costello, 1998 This dictionary represents the cutting edge in reference for American Sign
Language, with a treasury of signs for the novice and experienced user alike. Its many features
include: over 4,500 signs complete descriptions of each sign, plus full-torso illustrations separate
sections on geographical signs how numbers are signed in different contexts and the role of finger
spelling a subject index This dictionary is the only one that makes it easy for you to match the right
signs with the right meanings by giving you: alternate signs for the same meaning, plus different
signs for different meanings of the same word complete definitions that show you which meanings
go with which signs over 3,000 cross references to the illustrated signs

fries in sign language: Innovations in Deaf Studies Annelies Kusters, Maartje De Meulder,
Dai O'Brien, 2017 Innovation in Deaf Studies explores deaf scholars' research practice in Deaf
Studies and highlights innovations in the field by foregrounding deaf ontologies and how they inform
researchers' theoretical frameworks, positionalities, and methodologies.

fries in sign language: Simplified Signs: A Manual Sign-Communication System for Special
Populations, Volume 1. John D. Bonvillian, Nicole Kissane Lee, Tracy T. Dooley, Filip T. Loncke,
2020-07-30 Simplified Signs presents a system of manual sign communication intended for special
populations who have had limited success mastering spoken or full sign languages. It is the
culmination of over twenty years of research and development by the authors. The Simplified Sign
System has been developed and tested for ease of sign comprehension, memorization, and formation
by limiting the complexity of the motor skills required to form each sign, and by ensuring that each
sign visually resembles the meaning it conveys. Volume 1 outlines the research underpinning and
informing the project, and places the Simplified Sign System in a wider context of sign usage,
historically and by different populations. Volume 2 presents the lexicon of signs, totalling
approximately 1000 signs, each with a clear illustration and a written description of how the sign is
formed, as well as a memory aid that connects the sign visually to the meaning that it conveys. While
the Simplified Sign System originally was developed to meet the needs of persons with intellectual
disabilities, cerebral palsy, autism, or aphasia, it may also assist the communication needs of a wider
audience - such as healthcare professionals, aid workers, military personnel , travellers or parents,
and children who have not yet mastered spoken language. The system also has been shown to
enhance learning for individuals studying a foreign language. Lucid and comprehensive, this work
constitutes a valuable resource that will enhance the communicative interactions of many different
people, and will be of great interest to researchers and educators alike.

fries in sign language: Random House American Sign Language Dictionary Elaine Costello,
1994 This dictionary represents the cutting edge in reference for American Sign Language, with a



treasury of signs for the novice and experienced user alike. Its many features include: over 4,500
signs complete descriptions of each sign, plus full-torso illustrations separate sections on
geographical signs how numbers are signed in different contexts and the role of finger spelling a
subject index This dictionary is the only one that makes it easy for you to match the right signs with
the right meanings by giving you: alternate signs for the same meaning, plus different signs for
different meanings of the same word complete definitions that show you which meanings go with
which signs over 3,000 cross references to the illustrated signs

fries in sign language: The Oxford History of Phonology Bezalel Elan Dresher, Harry van der
Hulst, 2022 This volume is the first to provide an up-to-date and comprehensive history of
phonology, spanning the history of phonological thought from Panini to the latest advances in
computational modelling and learning. This in-depth exploration provides new perspectives on
where phonology has been and sheds light on where it could go next

fries in sign language: Concise Encyclopedia of Applied Linguistics Margie Berns,
2010-03-20 Concise Encyclopedia of Applied Linguistics formalizes, organizes and analyzes the
relation of knowledge about language to decision-making in practice. It synthesizes research in
psycholinguistics, educational linguistics and sociolinguistics, freely crossing subject fields to
establish innovative and expert responses to some of the key debates in the field. Authored and
compiled by leaders in their various specialties and collated and extensively re-edited from the
award-winning Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics, Second Edition, this collection will be an
ideal one-stop desk reference solution for any linguistics professional and researcher interested in
how language operates at the leading edge. - Authoritative review of this dynamic field placed in an
interdisciplinary context - Over 100 articles by leaders in the field - Compact and affordable
single-volume format

fries in sign language: International Review of Sign Linguistics William Edmondson,
Ronnie B. Wilbur, 2013-06-17 The International Review of Sign Linguistics -- which replaces the
International Journal of Sign Linguistics -- is planned as an annual series publishing the most
up-to-date scholarly work in all aspects of sign language linguistics. There is no other comparable
publication. The international community of sign linguists needs an authoritative outlet for its
research findings. IRSL provides this forum for sign linguists, and for those mainstream linguists
increasingly interested in sign languages, by filling the void in linguistic analysis of sign language --
as opposed to other concerns, such as deaf education, teaching sign languages, training
interpreters, etc. -- and by pulling together in one place linguistic dialogue on sign language
structure. It provides a scholarly focus for all linguists who need to remain current with
developments in sign linguistics. For the growing international community, IRSL provides a focus for
developments within the field and for advancement of the field in scattered research communities.
This review contains seven articles covering a wide range of linguistic areas, signed languages, and
theoretical perspectives. Papers deal with the lexicon, morphology, phonology, syntax, pragmatics,
prosody, metalinguistic issues, and socio-historical change. Five signed languages are represented
including American, German, Australian, French, and Israeli.

fries in sign language: Imperatives and Directive Strategies Dani€l Van Olmen, Simone
Heinold, 2017-04-11 Imperatives and directive strategies have intrigued both formalists and
functionalists. They continue to search for the answers to questions like “what are the semantics of
the imperative?”, “how is it used (in the world’s languages)?” and “which factors determine the
choice between imperatives and other directive strategies?”. This volume takes a broadly
functional-typological perspective and contributes to the literature in several respects. It presents
new data from a variety of languages, some of which have not been studied in depth before. It
exemplifies the benefits of traditional methodologies as well as the potential of more innovative
ones. In addition, the volume sheds new light on the imperative as a typological notion, its meaning
and uses and its interaction with other grammatical categories. It also offers new insights into the
relation between different directive strategies within and across languages and into the
(dis)similarities between equivalent directive strategies in a language family.



fries in sign language: Signing For Dummies, with Video CD Adan R. Penilla, II, Angela
Lee Taylor, 2012-06-05 Bonus video CD includes actual conversations, demonstrations by ASL
signers, and reinforced lessons from the book--P. [4] of cover.
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serving as a side dish. Homemade French

French fries - Wikipedia In the United States and most of Canada, the term french fries,
sometimes capitalised as French fries, or shortened to fries, refers to all dishes of fried elongated
pieces of potatoes

The Crispiest French Fries You’ll Ever Make at Home Discover the simple two-step method
that makes fries irresistible, even after they’ve cooled

Perfect Crispy French fries - RecipeTin Eats If you want French fries that stay crispy for a good
15 minutes - even after they've gone cold (!) - this is the recipe for you. Adapted from a ground-
breaking method documented

Oven Baked French Fries - The Daring Gourmet This Oven Baked French Fries recipe is the
only one you'll need to achieve perfectly crispy fries with fluffy interiors!

Chef John's French Fries (How to Make) - Allrecipes Learn how to make French fries that are
super crispy with Chef John's twice-fried method. Soft on the inside, and perfectly crunchy on the
outside

17 Types of French Fries and How To Make Them - Martha Stewart Explore the different
types of french fries—straight-cut, waffle, curly, and more. Learn the secrets to crispiness, and get



Martha’s tips for making perfect homemade fries at

Home - Man Vs Fries Man vs Fries, an exclusive pop-up of an American classic. Order delivery
now!

The Best French Fries - Food Network Kitchen This French fries recipe uses a clever and
proven method to ensure your potatoes fry up perfectly golden and crispy — and stay crispy for
hours

We Taste-Tested 10 Brands of Frozen Fries—Our Winner May To find the best frozen fries,
Serious Eats editors taste-tested 10 different brands you're likely to find at your local grocery store,
including Trader Joe's, 365 by Whole Foods

How to Make Homemade French Fries—Recipe With Photos This recipe is very flexible—you
can make as many or as few fries as you like. Plan on one large potato's worth of fries per person if
serving as a side dish. Homemade French
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