
fresno state qb history
fresno state qb history is a rich and compelling narrative that highlights the development of
quarterbacks who have shaped the Fresno State Bulldogs football program. This article explores the
evolution of the Fresno State QB position, examining key players, their achievements, and their
impact on college football and beyond. From early pioneers to modern stars, Fresno State
quarterbacks have demonstrated skill, leadership, and resilience, contributing significantly to the
team's successes over the decades. The discussion will include notable records, memorable seasons,
and the influence of coaching philosophies on quarterback performance. Additionally, the article
touches on NFL prospects that emerged from Fresno State, emphasizing the program’s reputation
for developing professional-level talent. This comprehensive overview offers insights into how
Fresno State’s quarterback history reflects broader trends in college football and the unique identity
of the Bulldogs. Below is a breakdown of the main sections covered in this article.

Early Years of Fresno State Quarterbacks

Notable Fresno State QB Legends

Modern Era and Recent Quarterbacks

Impact on Fresno State Football and Legacy

Fresno State QBs in Professional Football

Early Years of Fresno State Quarterbacks
The foundation of Fresno State’s quarterback tradition began in the early 20th century when the
program was still establishing its identity. During this period, the Bulldogs' quarterbacks played a
pivotal role in setting offensive strategies that would evolve in the years to come. The early
quarterbacks were often dual-threat players who contributed both in passing and rushing, reflecting
the style of play prevalent during that era.

Formation of the QB Role
In the initial decades, Fresno State quarterbacks were tasked with managing a run-heavy offense,
often taking snaps under center in formations like the single wing or T-formation. The passing game
was not as emphasized, but these quarterbacks laid the groundwork for more complex offensive
schemes later adopted by the program.

Noteworthy Early Players
While specific statistical records from those times are scarce, several early quarterbacks gained
recognition for their leadership and athleticism. Their contributions helped Fresno State transition



into a competitive force within their conference and laid a historical foundation that future signal-
callers would build upon.

Notable Fresno State QB Legends
Fresno State’s quarterback history is marked by standout players who made significant impacts both
in college football and in professional leagues. These legends are remembered for their exceptional
skills, leadership, and the records they set during their tenures.

David Carr: The Trailblazer
David Carr is arguably the most famous quarterback in Fresno State history. Playing from 1999 to
2001, Carr set numerous school records for passing yards, completions, and touchdowns. His strong
arm and poise under pressure made him a dominant force, culminating in his selection as the first
overall pick in the 2002 NFL Draft.

Bulldog Quarterback Hall of Famers
Several other quarterbacks have left their mark on Fresno State's legacy, including:

Turner Gill – Known for his dual-threat ability and leadership in the 1970s.

Kevin Daft – Played in the late 1990s, known for his accuracy and football IQ.

Ryan Colburn – A key player in the early 2010s who helped lead Fresno State to bowl victories.

Statistical Milestones and Records
These legends collectively pushed the boundaries of Fresno State’s offensive capabilities, setting
records for passing yards, touchdown passes, and completion percentages that future quarterbacks
would aspire to surpass.

Modern Era and Recent Quarterbacks
The modern era of Fresno State quarterbacks has been characterized by more dynamic offenses and
increased emphasis on athleticism and versatility at the QB position. Recent signal-callers have
benefited from advances in coaching techniques and offensive schemes that emphasize both passing
efficiency and mobility.



Emergence of Dual-Threat QBs
Modern Fresno State quarterbacks often showcase dual-threat capabilities, blending passing
proficiency with rushing threat. This evolution reflects broader trends in college football and has
allowed the Bulldogs to adapt to more versatile offensive systems.

Recent Standouts
Quarterbacks such as Derek Carr, who played in the early 2010s, have continued the tradition of
excellence. Derek Carr, like his brother David, has been notable for his accuracy, leadership, and
NFL potential. Other recent quarterbacks have contributed to Fresno State’s sustained
competitiveness with strong performances in Mountain West Conference play and postseason
appearances.

Coaching Influence on QB Development
Coaches at Fresno State have played a critical role in shaping quarterback talent, implementing
offensive systems that maximize the strengths of their QBs. The program’s focus on quarterback
development includes film study, strength and conditioning, and mental preparation, contributing to
the consistent production of high-caliber quarterbacks.

Impact on Fresno State Football and Legacy
The quarterback position has been central to Fresno State’s football identity, influencing the team’s
style of play, competitive stature, and national reputation. The history of Fresno State QBs reflects
the program’s adaptability and commitment to excellence.

Leadership and Team Success
Quarterbacks at Fresno State have often been team leaders both on and off the field, contributing to
conference championships, bowl game victories, and memorable seasons. Their leadership has been
instrumental in fostering a winning culture within the Bulldogs’ program.

Innovations in Offensive Play
The Fresno State QB history includes periods of innovative offensive strategies, with quarterbacks
executing complex passing attacks and option plays that challenged opposing defenses. These
innovations have helped the Bulldogs remain competitive in various collegiate football landscapes.

Recognition and Awards
Many Fresno State quarterbacks have received conference honors, All-American selections, and
other accolades that highlight their skill and impact on the field. Such recognition reinforces the



program’s reputation for developing top-tier quarterback talent.

Fresno State QBs in Professional Football
Several quarterbacks from Fresno State have successfully transitioned to professional football,
particularly the National Football League (NFL), showcasing the program’s ability to prepare
athletes for the next level.

David Carr’s NFL Career
David Carr’s selection as the first overall pick in the 2002 NFL Draft marked a milestone for Fresno
State QBs. He went on to have a lengthy NFL career, known for his toughness and leadership
despite facing challenging circumstances with offensive line protection.

Derek Carr and NFL Success
Derek Carr has emerged as one of the most successful Fresno State quarterbacks in the NFL era,
earning multiple Pro Bowl selections and establishing himself as a franchise quarterback. His
professional achievements continue to elevate Fresno State’s profile as a quarterback-producing
school.

Other Professional QBs
Beyond the Carr brothers, Fresno State has produced other quarterbacks who have played in
professional leagues, including:

Ryan Colburn – Brief NFL and arena football career.

Kevin Daft – Played in NFL Europe and other professional leagues.

Additional QBs who have participated in training camps and practice squads, reflecting the
program’s broad impact.

The ongoing success of Fresno State quarterbacks at the professional level underscores the
program’s dedication to quarterback development and its significant role in the wider football
community.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is the most famous quarterback in Fresno State history?
Derek Carr is considered the most famous quarterback in Fresno State history, having set multiple
school records and gone on to a successful NFL career.

Which Fresno State quarterback holds the record for most
passing yards in a single season?
Derek Carr holds the record for most passing yards in a single season at Fresno State.

Have any Fresno State quarterbacks been drafted into the
NFL?
Yes, several Fresno State quarterbacks, including Derek Carr and David Carr, have been drafted into
the NFL.

Who was the first Fresno State quarterback to be drafted in
the first round of the NFL Draft?
David Carr was the first Fresno State quarterback to be taken as the first overall pick in the 2002
NFL Draft.

How has Fresno State's quarterback play evolved over the
years?
Fresno State's quarterback play has evolved from a run-heavy offense to a more pass-oriented
system, producing prolific passers like David Carr and Derek Carr.

Which Fresno State quarterback set school records in both
passing yards and touchdowns?
Derek Carr set school records in both passing yards and touchdowns during his time at Fresno
State.

Did any Fresno State quarterbacks receive national awards or
accolades?
While no Fresno State quarterback has won major national awards, players like Derek Carr received
All-American honors and were recognized for their outstanding play.

What impact did David Carr have on Fresno State's football
program?
David Carr significantly raised the profile of Fresno State's football program through his stellar
performance and being the first overall pick in the NFL Draft.



Are there any current Fresno State quarterbacks expected to
follow in the footsteps of past greats?
As of recent seasons, Fresno State has had promising quarterbacks who show potential to succeed at
the collegiate level and possibly advance to professional football, continuing the program's strong
QB tradition.

Additional Resources
1. Bulldog Legends: The Fresno State Quarterbacks Through the Decades
This book chronicles the evolution of Fresno State’s quarterback legacy, highlighting the standout
players who defined each era. From the early pioneers to modern-day stars, it offers in-depth
profiles, career statistics, and interviews. Readers gain insight into how these athletes shaped the
Bulldogs’ identity on the field.

2. Field General: The Rise of Fresno State’s Quarterback Icons
Focusing on the leadership qualities and pivotal moments of Fresno State’s greatest quarterbacks,
this book explores how these players led their teams to victory. Through game analyses and personal
stories, it reveals the challenges and triumphs faced by the Bulldogs' signal callers. It’s a must-read
for fans interested in the strategic side of the game.

3. From Blue and Red to National Recognition: Fresno State QB Stories
This collection of stories celebrates the journeys of Fresno State quarterbacks who made a mark
both in college football and beyond. It includes anecdotes from coaches, teammates, and the players
themselves, illustrating their growth on and off the field. The book emphasizes perseverance, skill,
and the Bulldog spirit.

4. Passing Excellence: A History of Fresno State Quarterbacks
Delving into the technical aspects of quarterback play, this book examines how Fresno State’s QBs
mastered passing, playmaking, and adaptability. It provides a statistical breakdown of seasons and
highlights key games where passing excellence defined outcomes. The narrative also discusses the
coaching philosophies that cultivated these talents.

5. Quarterback Chronicles: Fresno State’s Offensive Leaders
This comprehensive history details the quarterbacks who led Fresno State’s offense, showcasing
their style, strengths, and impact on the program. It includes vivid game recounts and explores how
each QB adapted to changing offensive systems. The book also touches on recruitment and training
processes that set the foundation for success.

6. Bulldogs in the Pocket: Fresno State’s Quarterback Legacy
Focusing on the grit and determination of Fresno State quarterbacks, this book highlights their
resilience in the pocket and ability to perform under pressure. It features stories of comeback
victories, record-breaking performances, and leadership during tough seasons. The narrative honors
the quarterback’s role as the heart of the Bulldogs.

7. Signal Callers of Fresno State: A Quarterback Retrospective
This retrospective offers a detailed look at Fresno State’s quarterbacks from the program’s inception
to the present day. It combines historical context with personal anecdotes, illustrating how the role
of the QB evolved over time. The book also recognizes the influence of key coaches and offensive



coordinators on quarterback development.

8. Gridiron Grit: The Fresno State Quarterback Experience
Capturing the physical and mental challenges faced by Fresno State quarterbacks, this book delves
into the rigorous training, game preparation, and in-game decision-making that define the position.
Through interviews and behind-the-scenes stories, readers gain an appreciation for the dedication
required to succeed as a Bulldog QB.

9. Red and Blue Leadership: Fresno State’s Quarterback Heritage
This title explores the leadership legacy of Fresno State quarterbacks, emphasizing their roles as
team captains and community figures. It highlights how these athletes balanced academic
responsibilities, athletic performance, and personal growth. The book serves as an inspiring tribute
to the men who carried the Bulldog banner with pride.
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  fresno state qb history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia 2009-2010 Bob Boyles,
Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football ever published.
  fresno state qb history: The QB Bruce Feldman, 2015-11-03 With unparalleled access to the
recruits, coaches, and gurus shaping football’s future, Bruce Feldman has written a modern-day tale
about the making of the next superstars in the game’s most important position: the quarterback. In
the world of modern football, with NFL teams worth more than a billion dollars, no position defines a
franchise like the quarterback. The QB is the story of a year in the making of those star players, and
of the most significant year in QB development in sport’s history… with the meteoric rise of various
quarterback gurus finally coming to light. George Whitfield, profiled in the New Yorker and called
the “Quarterback Whisperer,” gets a regular spot on ESPN’s College GameDay, Trent Dilfer, former
Super Bowl quarterback, starts his own qb business, Steve Clarkson, another qb maker, gets
profiled on 60 minutes, among many others. It is also the year 5’10” Russell Wilson wins the Super
Bowl and for the first time in over 60 years a sub-6-foot QB, Johnny Manziel, gets drafted in the first
round, forcing NFL power brokers to re-examine how they look at the position—and the game. To
tell the story of all that goes on to create the perfect quarterback, bestselling author Bruce Feldman
gained unique access to Johnny Football (that's Johnny Manziel), George Whitfield and many other
players in what has become a specialized and high-stakes business. In the past decade the boom of
the private quarterback-coach business, with its pageant-world-for-boys vibe, has changed the
position and the game. The QB tells the story of the interlocking paths of the most fascinating
characters involved in this secretive world, examining how advanced analysis has taken root in
football. Manziel’s portrait is the most intimate look at him yet, detailing all his talents and antics.
His guru is a man who has come to be known for making QBs--George Whitfield, unparalleled in the
business. And then there is Trent Dilfer, the quarterback who never could get to the superstar level,
despite winning the Super Bowl. He is the Salieri to Manziel's Mozart. There is the computer/brain
analysis company trying to quantify how playmakers think, the biomechanics expert who saved Drew
Brees’s career, and many more fascinating behind-the-scenes looks into this world. Never before has
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the game so relied on the development of the quarterback. In The QB, the stories of these men
illustrate how high the stakes of the quarterback’s game really are, taking readers on a compelling
journey into the heart of America's beloved game.
  fresno state qb history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia 2008-2009 Bob
Boyles, Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this work is the
definitive statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the past 50
years.
  fresno state qb history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started Somethin'
R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has it all? R. D.
Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of American
Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced
through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.
  fresno state qb history: ESPN Southeastern Conference Football Encyclopedia Michael
MacCambridge, 2009 THE ESPN SEC FOOTBALL ENCYCLOPEDIA INCLUDES • expanded profiles
and histories of all twelve Southeastern Conference football programs, as well as former SEC
schools Georgia Tech and Tulane • original essays on what makes each SEC program unique written
by such experts as Winston Groom (Alabama), Lou Holtz (South Carolina), and Buster Olney
(Vanderbilt) • two-page record books for each school, with all-time and annual leaders • all-time
teams, college and pro football hall of fame inductees, first-round draft choices, and retired numbers
for every school • a complete bowl history for each team, including box scores • a history of the
Southeastern Conference written by Chuck Culpepper, and the all-time SEC team as selected by
Ivan Maisel, author of A War in Dixie
  fresno state qb history: NFL Draft 2014 Preview Nolan Nawrocki, 2014-04-01 Written by
longtime Pro Football Weekly lead draft analyst Nolan Nawrocki, NFL Draft 2014 Preview is the
most reliable and comprehensive guide to the NFL draft. Nawrocki produced the draft guide under
the Pro Football Weekly brand for more than a decade, and the annual publication came to be
regarded as the Bible of the draft by pro personnel, agents, and fans. This draft preview provides the
detailed scouting reports, rankings, and position-by-position analysis that readers have come to rely
on. This 2014 edition adds a Scout's Take for each player profiled, providing analysis of nearly every
prospect from a scout's mouth.
  fresno state qb history: The NFL's Official Encyclopedic History of Professional Football
National Football League Properties, inc. Creative Services Division, 1977
  fresno state qb history: Get Your Own Damn Beer, I'm Watching the Game! Holly Robinson
Peete, Daniel Paisner, 2005-08-15 Year after year, Sunday afternoons and Monday nights during the
NFL season have belonged to men. While they cheer and argue play calls, the women in their lives
are relegated to beer and chip detail. It's time for these women to join the action, and Holly
Robinson Peete, star of 21 Jump Street, For Your Love, and Hangin' with Mr. Cooper, and wife of
NFL quarterback Rodney Peete, has written this hip, smart, cheerful guide to help them do so. In
Get Your Own Damn Beer, I'm Watching the Game!, Peete shares her infectious enthusiasm for pro
football and takes the complexity out of the game by breaking it down to its component parts. She
explains the role of each position player, provides a rundown of all on-field penalties and referees'
hand signals, and offers an illustrated guide to some of the most common plays in the NFL. She
gives her take on the most memorable plays in NFL history and dishes some inside dirt-in a breezy,
girl-talkin' narrative that promises to turn the novice spectator into a well-informed football fanatic.
  fresno state qb history: NAIA Championship History and Records Book , 1986
  fresno state qb history: The NFL's Official Encyclopedic History of Professional Football
National Football League, 1973 Traces the history of professional football.
  fresno state qb history: Dr Z's Nfl Guidebook William T Ziemba, Leonard C Maclean,
2018-09-17 This guidebook presents historical and new material to assist the reader to understand



NFL game strategies and provides a winning betting strategy. The authors, William Ziemba and
Leonard MacLean are professors, traders, financial analysts and sports enthusiasts. They covered
ideas like the game's strategies, and shared their wealth of personal experience analyzing the
regular season, the playoffs and the Super Bowls in the years 2010-2017. The results of their actual
betting for the 2009-10 to the 2017-18 seasons are provided. The authors concluded the book with a
forecast for the 2018-2019 season. They determine the players most valuable to win the games,
discuss crucial decisions and provide prediction methodology. The authors concluded with a forecast
of the top teams, players and odds to win the 53rd Super Bowl.
  fresno state qb history: The New Eagles Encyclopedia Ray Didinger, Robert Lyons, 2014-09-30
While much has changed in the decade since the original publication of The Eagles Encyclopedia,
the passion of Eagles fans has only grown stronger. That's why author Ray Didinger revised,
updated, and expanded his history of the team with The New Eagles Encyclopedia. Didinger
presents a year-by-year history of the franchise from its inception in 1933 through the 2013 season.
There are profiles of more than 100 players, past and present, as well as every head coach and
owner along with dozens of new photographs and stats, stats, and more stats. The New Eagles
Encyclopedia includes: * More player profiles including new entries on Nick Foles, LeSean McCoy
and Michael Vick. * The end of the Andy Reid era and the arrival of Chip Kelly. * Expanded chapters
on Eagles in the Hall of Fame and other milestone moments. * Summaries of every post-season
game. * A new chapter on the Eagles-Cowboys rivalry. An essential addition to every fan's bookshelf,
The New Eagles Encyclopedia is the definitive information source on the Philadelphia Eagles. This
book is not sanctioned by the NFL or its teams.
  fresno state qb history: Blue Ribbon Football Yearbook Chris Dortch, 2005
  fresno state qb history: ESPN College Football Encyclopedia Michael MacCambridge, 2005-09
The most comprehensive reference book ever assembled on the history of college football From
South Bend, Indiana, to Lincoln, Nebraska, Palo Alto, California, to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Ann
Arbor, Michigan, to Tallahassee, Florida, college football attracts the most dedicated fans in all of
sports. This book is their Biblea rich and exhaustive reference guide to the games history, tradition,
and lore. Based on three years of research by the nations foremost college football experts, the book
features: lCapsule histories for each of the Division 1-A programs, the Ivy League schools, and the
historically black colleges lYear-by-year schedules and scores for each school lStatistical leaders
from each school lFight-song lyrics lBox scores for every bowl game ever played lWeekly AP and UPI
polls dating back to 1936 lA four-color insert illustrating the evolution of each schools helmet design
lEssays by the games top wordsmiths, including Dan Jenkins, Beano Cook, Chris Fowler, and more.
lAnd a lively round-table discussion on the state of the game with ESPNs popular GameDay team
(Fowler, Lee Corso, and Kirk Herbstreit). Packed with tables and charts and designed in an
easy-to-read style, the ESPN College Football Encyclopedia is sure to dazzle even the most
knowledgeable fan.
  fresno state qb history: Maroon & Gold Bob Eger, 2001-09-01 In Maroon & Gold: A History of
Sun Devil Athletics, veteran sportswriter Bob Eger recounts not only the most celebrated moments
but many little-known items from the university's colorful sports history. From turn-of-the-century
football legend Charlie Haigler to the electrifying Whizzer White to latterday star Jake Plummer, the
rich football lineage is well documented. But this is much more than a football book. Who could
forget coach Ned Wulk's great basketball teams of the early 1960s or the five national basketball
titles? It's a little-known fact that women were participating in an early form of aerobics on campus
as early as 1891 and playing basketball in 1898, though the school didn't begin attracting national
attention for women's athletics until golfer JoAnne Gunderson and diver Patsy Willard began to
dominate their sports in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Maroon & Gold: A History of Sun Devil
Athletics is must reading for any true Sun Devil fan from any generation.
  fresno state qb history: Illinois Football Record Book , 2012
  fresno state qb history: High School Football in California Mark Tennis, 2018-08-07 From the
best players to the best coaches and some of the most legendary schools and teams in US history,



California high school football has it all. High School Football in California takes an inside look at
the state's greatness in the sport, from the best players when they were in high school to those
who've gone on to be stars as collegiate players or pros. It's about record-setters, trend-setters, and
some of the most inspirational families and people you'll ever meet. Some of the players and coaches
featured include Tom Brady, Aaron Rodgers, Bob Ladouceur, Tom Flores, Trent Dilfer, and many
more! Extending from the first published report of a game from 1873 to the present, this book
presents high school football in a manner never done before. One of the many stories featured
recounts how the late Charlie Wedemeyer, former coach at Los Gatos High who suffered from ALS,
called plays by having his wife read his lips and then give the plays to assistant coach Butch
Cattolico. Cal-Hi Sports editor Mark Tennis mixes amazing anecdotes and interviews with the many
who've experienced California high school football from every imaginable angle.
  fresno state qb history: The Pittsburgh Steelers Abby Mendelson, 2005 The Pittsburgh
Steelers:The Official Team History is the thundering account of a team whose heritage is
characterized by the same rugged confidence and gritty determination displayed by their many fans
through the years. Combining more than 250 photographs with riveting tex, author Abby Mendelson
highlights the players, coaches, games, and legends cherished by fans of the Men of Steel.
  fresno state qb history: Official ... National Football League Record & Fact Book
National Football League, 1984
  fresno state qb history: Spartan Sports Encyclopedia Jack Seibold, 2014-11-18 The all-time
roster of Michigan State University athletics reads like a who’s who. Earvin “Magic” Johnson, Steve
Garvey, Bubba Smith, Robin Roberts, Mateen Cleaves . . . the list grows with each new season. This
book, now in its second edition, covers the complete history of MSU men’s athletics. The Spartan
Sports Encyclopedia 2e, organized chronologically, chronicles more than a century of Michigan
State athletic history in an easy-to-read format, highlighting over 7,000 athletes and coaches from
15 sports. Included are vignettes about Spartan seasons and celebrities and an ultracomplete review
of scores and statistics. This fantastic reference book is a must-have for any Spartan fan. Skyhorse
Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for
readers interested in sports—books about baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college
basketball, hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your sport or your team. Whether you are a New
York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or
Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins,
or Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal
Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you. While not every title we publish becomes a
New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on
subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not
otherwise find a home.
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