
friends in italian language

friends in italian language is a phrase that opens the door to exploring not only vocabulary but also cultural
nuances in Italy. Understanding how to express friendship and the various terms used for friends in Italian
can enrich communication and deepen connections. This article delves into the different words for friends,
the cultural significance of friendships in Italy, and practical phrases to use in everyday conversations.
Additionally, it will cover formal versus informal usage and regional variations that affect how friendships
are referred to across the country. Whether you are learning Italian for travel, study, or business,
mastering the concept of friends in Italian language is essential. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview and useful tips for learners and enthusiasts alike.

Common Words for Friends in Italian

Types of Friends and Their Italian Terms

Cultural Significance of Friendship in Italy

Formal and Informal Usage

Useful Phrases Involving Friends in Italian

Regional Variations and Dialects

Common Words for Friends in Italian

In Italian, the word for friend varies depending on gender and context. The most straightforward terms are
amico for a male friend and amica for a female friend. These words are widely used and understood
throughout Italy. The plural forms are amici for a group of male friends or a mixed-gender group, and
amiche for a group of female friends. These basic terms are essential for anyone learning the language and
form the foundation for more complex expressions related to friendship.

Singular and Plural Forms

The Italian language requires gender agreement between nouns and adjectives, which is particularly
important when referring to friends. The singular and plural forms are:



Amico – Male friend (singular)

Amica – Female friend (singular)

Amici – Male friends or mixed group (plural)

Amiche – Female friends (plural)

Synonyms and Related Terms

Besides amico and amica, Italian offers several synonyms that convey subtle differences in the nature of
friendship. For example, compagno and compagna can mean companion or partner, and sometimes friend,
depending on context. Another term, compare, colloquially refers to a close friend or buddy in southern
Italy. These synonyms enrich the vocabulary and allow speakers to express nuances when talking about
friends.

Types of Friends and Their Italian Terms

The Italian language distinguishes between various types of friends based on the closeness of the
relationship and social context. Understanding these distinctions helps in using the correct terminology and
demonstrating cultural sensitivity.

Close Friends

To describe a close or best friend, Italians often use the phrase migliore amico or migliore amica, which
translates to "best friend." This term emphasizes a strong bond and trust between individuals. Another
expression is caro amico or cara amica, meaning "dear friend," which is used to show affection and respect.

Casual Friends and Acquaintances

For casual friends or acquaintances, Italians might use conoscente, which means "acquaintance." This term
has less emotional weight and indicates a more distant or formal relationship. Similarly, collega means
colleague and can refer to friends in a professional setting.



Childhood Friends

When referring to friends from childhood, the phrase amico d'infanzia or amica d'infanzia is used. This
highlights a longstanding relationship that has often endured over years.

Cultural Significance of Friendship in Italy

Friendship holds a vital place in Italian culture, often characterized by warmth, loyalty, and frequent social
interaction. The importance of friends in Italian language reflects the social fabric of Italy, where
relationships are nurtured through regular gatherings, meals, and celebrations.

Social Practices and Friendship

In Italy, friends are considered an extended family. Italians often meet in cafes, piazzas, or homes to enjoy
long conversations and share experiences. This social aspect is embedded in the language, where terms for
friends convey not only a relationship but also a sense of belonging and community.

Expressions of Friendship

Expressions such as essere amici per la pelle (to be friends for the skin) meaning very close friends, show
how friendship is deeply ingrained in everyday communication. Such idiomatic expressions enrich the
language and illustrate the emotional depth of friendships in Italy.

Formal and Informal Usage

Distinguishing between formal and informal language is crucial when referring to friends in Italian. The
language varies depending on whether the context is casual or more formal, such as in professional or
unfamiliar social settings.

Informal Language Among Friends

Among friends, informal language dominates. Terms like amico and nicknames are common. Italians often



use first names and friendly diminutives to express closeness. Slang terms such as tipo (guy) or ragazza
(girl) may also appear in casual conversations.

Formal Language in Professional or Polite Contexts

In formal contexts, Italians tend to avoid using familiar terms for friends unless a close relationship exists.
Instead, titles and surnames are used, and the formal pronoun Lei replaces the informal tu. When referring
to friends in polite conversation, speakers might use more neutral terms like conoscente or simply mention
the person’s role without emphasizing friendship.

Useful Phrases Involving Friends in Italian

Learning common phrases related to friends enhances conversational skills and cultural understanding.
These expressions are frequently used in daily life and can facilitate natural interactions.

Common Phrases

Sei un buon amico. – You are a good friend.

Ci vediamo con gli amici stasera. – We are meeting with friends tonight.

Ho tanti amici in Italia. – I have many friends in Italy.

Gli amici veri si vedono nel momento del bisogno. – True friends are seen in times of need.

Il mio migliore amico vive a Roma. – My best friend lives in Rome.

Inviting and Talking About Friends

Common conversational phrases include invitations and descriptions of plans involving friends. Examples
include:



Vuoi venire con noi? Sono i miei amici. – Do you want to come with us? They are my friends.

Domani andiamo al cinema con gli amici. – Tomorrow we are going to the movies with friends.

I miei amici sono molto simpatici. – My friends are very nice.

Regional Variations and Dialects

Italy’s rich linguistic diversity means that terms for friends can vary by region and dialect. While standard
Italian is widely understood, local expressions add color and specificity to the language.

Southern Italy

In southern regions such as Sicily and Calabria, colloquial terms like compare (male friend) and cumpari are
commonly used to refer to close friends or companions. These terms carry a sense of camaraderie and local
identity.

Central and Northern Italy

In central and northern parts of Italy, standard terms like amico and amica are more prevalent, but dialectal
influences may still appear in casual speech. For instance, in Tuscany, the word fratello (brother) is
sometimes used informally to mean a close male friend.

Dialects and Friend-Related Vocabulary

Some dialects have unique vocabulary for friends that differ significantly from standard Italian. Examples
include:

Fratello – Used in some regions to mean “bro” or close friend

Compare – Southern Italy, close male friend or buddy



Cumpà – Sicilian dialect, similar to “compare”

Recognizing these regional differences can improve comprehension and help learners sound more natural
when speaking Italian in different parts of the country.

Frequently Asked Questions

Come si dice 'friend' in italiano?
La parola italiana per 'friend' è 'amico' per un amico maschio e 'amica' per un'amica femmina.

Qual è il modo migliore per fare amicizia in Italia?
Il modo migliore per fare amicizia in Italia è essere socievoli, partecipare a eventi locali, e mostrare interesse
per la cultura e la lingua italiana.

Come si dice 'best friend' in italiano?
'Best friend' si dice 'migliore amico' o 'migliore amica' in italiano.

Quali sono alcune espressioni comuni per parlare degli amici in italiano?
Alcune espressioni comuni sono 'amici per la pelle' (friends for life), 'fare amicizia' (to make friends), e
'essere come fratelli' (to be like siblings).

Come si celebra l'amicizia in Italia?
In Italia, l'amicizia si celebra spesso con incontri, cene, e uscite insieme, specialmente durante festività come
la Giornata Mondiale dell'Amicizia il 30 luglio.

Qual è l'importanza degli amici nella cultura italiana?
Gli amici hanno un ruolo molto importante nella cultura italiana; la famiglia e gli amici sono al centro della
vita sociale e spesso si condividono momenti significativi insieme.

Additional Resources
1. Amici per sempre
Questo libro racconta la storia di un gruppo di amici d'infanzia che, nonostante le sfide della vita, riescono a



mantenere un legame forte e duraturo. La narrazione esplora temi come la lealtà, la crescita personale e il
sostegno reciproco. Un viaggio emozionante attraverso le stagioni dell'amicizia.

2. Il segreto degli amici
Un romanzo misterioso in cui un gruppo di amici scopre un antico segreto nascosto nella loro città. Man
mano che indagano, l'amicizia tra loro si rafforza, ma devono anche affrontare pericoli imprevisti. Un mix di
avventura e affetto che celebra il valore dell’unione.

3. Compagni di viaggio
Questa storia segue due amici che intraprendono un viaggio on the road attraverso l’Italia, alla ricerca di se
stessi e di nuove esperienze. Attraverso incontri sorprendenti e momenti di riflessione, il libro illustra come
l’amicizia possa essere una guida preziosa nelle sfide della vita.

4. Cuori intrecciati
Un romanzo che esplora le complesse dinamiche di un’amicizia tra due donne diverse per carattere e
provenienza. La loro relazione evolve attraverso prove, incomprensioni e riconciliazioni, mostrando la forza
del rispetto e dell’empatia.

5. La promessa degli amici
Ambientato in un piccolo paese, questo libro racconta la promessa fatta da un gruppo di ragazzi: restare amici
per tutta la vita. Attraverso gli anni, affrontano separazioni, cambiamenti e difficoltà, ma il loro legame
rimane un punto fermo. Una celebrazione della fedeltà e del ricordo.

6. Amicizia a distanza
Una storia moderna che parla di due amici separati da migliaia di chilometri ma uniti dalla tecnologia e
dall’affetto sincero. Il libro esplora come mantenere viva una relazione nonostante la distanza fisica e le sfide
quotidiane. Una lettura ispiratrice sull’importanza della comunicazione.

7. Il cerchio degli amici
Questo romanzo segue le vite intrecciate di un gruppo di amici che si ritrovano dopo anni per riscoprire il
valore della loro amicizia. Tra ricordi, risate e qualche segreto, il libro mostra come il passato influenzi il
presente e come l’amicizia possa essere un rifugio sicuro.

8. Un’estate con gli amici
Racconta le avventure estive di un gruppo di adolescenti alle prese con le prime esperienze di vita e le
sfide dell’adolescenza. L’amicizia diventa il collante che li aiuta a superare insicurezze, paure e scoperte. Un
libro leggero e coinvolgente che celebra la spensieratezza della giovinezza.

9. Oltre l’amicizia
Un romanzo che esplora il sottile confine tra amicizia e amore attraverso la storia di due amici di lunga data.
La narrazione si concentra sui sentimenti nascosti e sulle scelte difficili che possono cambiare per sempre un
rapporto. Un’intensa riflessione sulle emozioni e i legami umani.
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  friends in italian language: Christian Friendship John P. Bequette, 2019-04-24 In response
to a contemporary cultural situation in which human dignity is gravely threatened, Christian
Friendship proposes a recovery of friendship as a new way of re-establishing the interpersonal
communion that characterizes the human person created in the image of God. The author seeks to
recover a genuine understanding of friendship by exploring ancient philosophy and the Catholic
theological tradition. By examining the writings of Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Augustine, Anselm, and
others, Christian Friendship proposes a new way for Catholics to address the cultural issues
besetting the Christian community today.
  friends in italian language: Languages for Specific Purposes in Theory and Practice Amazat
K. Akbarov, 2011-09-22 Languages for Specific Purposes in Theory and Practice is a collection of
essays which will appeal to teachers of modern languages no matter the level of instruction. The
essays highlight the latest developments of Foreign Language Teaching in the Balkan countries,
Eastern and Western Europe and the Middle East. The field of Language for Specific Purposes (LSP)
is one of the richest areas of second language research and practice because increasing
globalization and changing technologies spawn new modes of intercultural connection and new
occasions for second language use. Languages for Specific Purposes in Theory and Practice
compasses this burgeoning field by presenting new research and commentary from some of the
field’s leading practitioners. This book surveys the approaches and methods in foreign language
teaching, such as grammar translation, language evaluation, communication competence, critical
thinking skills, communicative language teaching, and the natural approach. Teachers and
teachers-in-training will discover in this book a comprehensive survey and analysis of the major and
minor teaching methods used around the world. It is addressed to a wide audience that includes
Language for Specific Purposes teachers and researchers, although the contents will also be
relevant to applied linguists working in other fields. This book contains research studies as well as
educational experiences and proposals, presented from different perspectives and backgrounds
(both geographical and cultural), all of which are theoretically grounded and with a clear and sound
rationale. Readers will find a variety of educational projects and research studies situated in specific
educational contexts and in particular geographical locations.
  friends in italian language: Ebook: Evolving Dialogues in Multiculturalism and Multicultural
Educatio n Richard Race, 2024-03-20 “Richard Race has long proven that multicultural education
and multiculturalism in [British] education are key to understanding and fostering social and
community cohesion. This important book builds on decades of work, adding fresh insights that
reflect the complexity of social and political issues faced in the UK… What Race and colleagues have
done is both courageous and coruscating.” Professor Paul W Miller, Director of the Institute for
Educational & Social Equity, UK “This edited book is a powerful curation of narratives, which set out
pertinent and relevant perspectives on evolving dialogues in multiculturalism and multicultural
education… It is a timely, comprehensive and insightful tome, which will be a useful addition to any
global anti-racist bookshelf.” Dr Susan Davis, Reader in Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Education,
School of Education and Social Policy, Cardiff Metropolitan University, UK Multicultural dialogues
are as important now as ever. This volume explores narratives in education that have developed
internationally in response to changing policies and the modern world. Its contributions reflect on
the necessity of sustained dialogue within the wider social and political sciences alongside national
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and international politics, to enable more multicultural voices to be heard and to respond to the
challenges of the modern world. Cultural diversity is a great societal strength and globalisation
within education can increase our understanding of this. This edited volume: •Comprises work by
researchers from across the globe •Draws on real-life case studies and empirical evidence •Consists
of 20+ chapters covering a range of topics Building on case studies from England, Turkey, Italy and
more, this text transcends national policy to ask what the core values of multicultural education truly
are. From policy and pedagogy to the impact on curricula, it is essential reading for students and
those working across the fields of education and sociology, particularly with an interest in social
justice, inclusion and multiculturalism. Richard Race is Senior Lecturer in Education at Teesside
University, UK and a Visiting Professor at Sapienza University, Italy. Richard is a member of the
Executive Board of the Society of Educational Studies and Editorial Board Member of the British
Journal of Educational Studies.
  friends in italian language: A Life in Linguistics Gabriela Alboiu, Daniela Isac, Alexandru
Nicolae, 2022-01-01 Alexandra Cornilescu is an internationally renowned linguist, whose pioneering
ideas have been influential in developing generative grammar in Romania, Europe and beyond. The
weightiness of her contributions to the field is matched only by her talent for disseminating them.
Ever since 1970, when she started teaching at the University of Bucharest, she has continuously
played a tireless and inspirational role in the creation of several generations of linguists, which the
academic world has come to admiringly refer to as The Bucharest School. As the initiator of the
AICED conference, held annually in the English Department at the University of Bucharest, she has
turned it into one of the leading platforms of generative linguistics in Europe. She has published
extensively on Romanian and English linguistics and is also the founder and past editor of the
journal Bucharest Working Papers in Linguistics. On the occasion of her 75th birthday, her friends,
students and colleagues celebrate Alexandra Cornilescu’s work with this collection of essays on
various topics of current theoretical interest.
  friends in italian language: Translanguaging as Everyday Practice Gerardo Mazzaferro,
2018-10-04 This volume offers empirically grounded perspectives on translanguaging as a locally
situated, interactional accomplishment of practical action, and its significance within different
domains of social life-school, education, diasporic families and communities, workplaces, urban
linguistic landscapes, advertising practices and mental health centres – focusing on case studies
from different countries and continents. The 14 chapters contribute to the understanding of
translanguaging as a communicative and discursive practice, which is relationally constructed and
strategically deployed by individuals during everyday encounters with language and cultural
diversity. The contributions testify to translanguaging as an interdisciplinary and critical research
paradigm by assembling scholars working on translanguaging from different perspectives, and a
wide range of social, cultural, and geographical contexts. This volume contributes to the further
development of new theoretical and analytical tools for the investigation of translanguaging as
everyday practice, and how and why language practices are constructed, negotiated, opposed or
subverted by social actors.
  friends in italian language: Further Language Learning in Linguistic and Cultural
Diverse Contexts Barbara Gross, 2019-04-02 Further Language Learning in Linguistic and Cultural
Diverse Contexts deals with the interdisciplinary area of multilingual and intercultural education and
the increasing interest in sociolinguistic and sociocultural aspects of further language learning. It
presents the individual, family, scholastic, and extra-scholastic circumstances that promote or limit
language learning and its outcomes among young learners of a further language. The intertwined,
dynamic interrelationship between intercultural and language learning at primary school is shown
by means of the European border region South Tyrol that is characteristic for its linguistic and
cultural diversity and serves to demonstrate authentic benefits, challenges, and difficulties in hyper
complex and super-diverse contexts. The book analyzes experiences and perceptions as reported by
primary school teachers, children, and parents, considering the impact of many factors on further
language learning, including school organization, extra curricular activities, and self-initiated



encounter pedagogy. Further Language Learning in Linguistic and Cultural Diverse Contexts will be
vital reading for academics, researchers, and post-graduate students in the fields of education,
language learning, sociolinguistics, interculturalism, and super-diversity.
  friends in italian language: Transnational Patriotism in the Mediterranean, 1800-1850
Konstantina Zanou, 2018 Transnational Patriotism in the Mediterranean charts the lives of those
who lived along the shores of the Adriatic during the first half of the nineteenth century, when the
region was transformed from a 'Venetian lake' into a battlefield between old and new imperial
powers and where emerging nationalisms and nation-states emerged.
  friends in italian language: Towards an Understanding of Language Learner
Self-Concept Sarah Mercer, 2011-01-04 This book contributes to our growing understanding of the
nature and development of language learner self-concept. It assesses the relevant literature in the
disciplines of psychology and applied linguistics and describes in-depth, qualitative research
examining the self-concepts of tertiary-level EFL learners. Although researchers in applied
linguistics and SLA have recognized the importance of self-constructs, there remains little empirical
work in the context of foreign language learning that focuses exclusively and at length on this
central psychological construct. The content of this monograph draws on interdisciplinary sources,
with input from psychology and applied linguistics. It will appeal to students and researchers
interested in language-learner psychology as well as self-related constructs in general. The text
provides insights into how learners view themselves, and how these self-beliefs can develop and
affect the progress of an individual’s language learning.
  friends in italian language: Segregation in Language Education Ann Wand, 2023-10-18 This
book sets out to try to understand why segregated schooling still exists, especially in northern Italy
in South Tyrol where they practice ‘separate but equal’ education. Supported by the UN, the
Austrian and Italian governments, the province is considered a ‘peace model’ due to its
consociational approach to dealing with the region’s Nazi and Fascist past, which has led to a
‘negative peace’. The autonomy statutes, which derived from this ‘peace’, resulted in an education
system that is linguistically segregated for the purposes of protecting South Tyrol’s ethnolinguistic
minorities. Broken into two parts, the book begins with the background history of the province,
before describing the region’s geographical layout, demographics, local identity, and its three-part
schooling system. By examining responses to South Tyrol’s education system, and its impact on local
group dynamics, this book explores the implications that segregated schooling may have on second
language acquisition. This case study will be of interest to students and scholars of Italian studies,
anthropology, linguistic ethnography, sociolinguistics, and second language education.
  friends in italian language: The British Friend , 1893
  friends in italian language: Italians in Wales and their Cultural Representations, 1920s-2010s
Bruna Chezzi, 2015-11-25 Italian immigrants began to settle in Wales at the turn of the 19th
century, opening hundreds of coffee shops, particularly in the South Wales Valleys. Despite this,
such immigrants remain a largely unexplored case study in the history of Italian immigration to the
UK. This book uses a variety of unexplored sources, and engages with the broader academic debate
on migration, identity, and the trans-generational transmission of memory, to describe the
emergence of Welsh-Italian narratives and the formation of a distinctive, yet complex, Welsh-Italian
identity. It follows a chronological journey, moving from the interwar period, a time in which Italians
in Wales were generally regarded as fully established and integrated, through to the Second World
War, a time when Italian identity became problematic and resulted in nearly seventy years of
‘silencing’, up until the first decade of the 21st century, where a mixture of commemorative events
and cultural initiatives prompted the emergence of Welsh-Italian narratives. The book begins by
studying photographic representations of Italians in Wales during the interwar period, using
photographs available in local history books, private collections and history books. The analysis of
the photographic material draws from the work of scholars such as Sontag, Noble, Hirsh and Bate
on photo-textual analysis, to show how photographs can reveal understudied, yet important, aspects
of Italian migrant identity and of the relationship with the host community in the period that



preceded the Second World War. The book then examines how the events of the Second World War
destabilised the images of family, sociability and integration suggested by these photographs, and
how such events aggravated tensions between host and migrant cultures. It continues by
investigating recent Welsh-Italian texts where, in revisiting the past and the experience of their
ancestors, the authors bring different circumstances and personal factors into play determining the
degree to which they reconcile their dual identity. It concludes with a comparison between these
‘narratives of belonging’ and the representation of the Italian migrant experience in Anglo-Welsh
literature.
  friends in italian language: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress,
Library of Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging Policy, 2011
  friends in italian language: The Free Church Monthly and Missionary Record , 1882
  friends in italian language: The Monster of Florence Douglas Preston, 2008-06-10 In the
nonfiction tradition of John Berendt and Erik Larson, the author of the #1 NYT bestseller The Lost
City of the Monkey God presents a gripping account of crime and punishment in the lush hills
surrounding Florence as he seeks to uncover one of the most infamous figures in Italian history. In
2000, Douglas Preston fulfilled a dream to move his family to Italy. Then he discovered that the olive
grove in front of their 14th century farmhouse had been the scene of the most infamous
double-murders in Italian history, committed by a serial killer known as the Monster of Florence.
Preston, intrigued, meets Italian investigative journalist Mario Spezi to learn more. This is the true
story of their search for--and identification of--the man they believe committed the crimes, and their
chilling interview with him. And then, in a strange twist of fate, Preston and Spezi themselves
become targets of the police investigation. Preston has his phone tapped, is interrogated, and told to
leave the country. Spezi fares worse: he is thrown into Italy's grim Capanne prison, accused of being
the Monster of Florence himself. Like one of Preston's thrillers, The Monster of Florence, tells a
remarkable and harrowing story involving murder, mutilation, and suicide-and at the center of it,
Preston and Spezi, caught in a bizarre prosecutorial vendetta.
  friends in italian language: Samuel Johnson Peter Martin, 2012-08-16 The first new biography
for a generation of one of the great figures of English literature Poet, essayist, biographer,
lexicographer, critic, conversationalist and wit, Dr Johnson is one of the great figures of English
literature, perhaps the most quoted English writer after Shakespeare. Our view of Johnson has been
overwhelmingly shaped by James Boswell's Life of Samuel Johnson, published in 1791, the most
famous biography in the English language. But invaluable as Boswell is as a source, he should not be
the last word. This new biography illuminates the Johnson that Boswell never knew: the awkward
youth, the unsuccessful schoolmaster, the eccentric marriage, his early years in London in the 1740s
scratching a living, the epic struggle to produce the Dictionary. Very much the outsider, rather than
the supremely confident dispenser of robust common sense. Using material unknown to previous
biographers, Peter Martin describes the psychological knife-edge on which Johnson felt he lived,
caused by his severe melancholia and his physical diseases. He explores Johnson's role in the
publishing and printing world of the time and he reveals how important women were to Johnson
throughout his life. The Samuel Johnson that emerges from this enthralling biography is still the
foremost figure of his age but a more rebellious, unpredictable and sympathetic figure than the one
that Boswell so memorably portrayed.
  friends in italian language: Extracts from the Minutes and Proceedings of the Yearly
Meeting of Friends, Held in London , 1864
  friends in italian language: The Friend , 1830
  friends in italian language: Petrarch's Penitential Psalms and Prayers Francesco Petrarca,
2024-05-15 The first English translation of Petrarch’s Psalms and Prayers provides an intimate look
at the personal devotions of the “Father of Humanism.” Throughout Petrarch’s work, there is an
undercurrent of tension between the secular and the sacred. In this captivating new translation of
the Psalms and the Prayers, Demetrio Yocum turns to a previously overlooked area of Petrarchan
studies to open a window on the scholar’s innermost religious thoughts. Petrarch's Psalms and



Prayers are intricately crafted poetic and devotional works, presented in facing Latin/English format.
In his extensive introduction and commentary, Yocum situates these bold, original compositions
within their historical, literary, and religious contexts, deftly drawing connections to classical texts,
the Bible and the writings of the church fathers, and Petrarch’s own life, work, and poetics. This
remarkable first-ever English translation of the Psalms and Prayers helps to reconcile Petrarch’s
classical humanism with his devout, deeply personal Christianity.
  friends in italian language: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1948
  friends in italian language: Negotiation of Identities in Multilingual Contexts Aneta Pavlenko,
Adrian Blackledge, 2004 This volume highlights the role of language ideologies in the process of
negotiation of identities and shows that in different historical and social contexts different identities
may be negotiable or non-negotiable.
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