fresno state construction management

fresno state construction management represents a leading educational program designed to
prepare students for successful careers in the construction industry. This comprehensive program
combines theoretical knowledge with practical skills, offering students a solid foundation in project
planning, construction techniques, cost estimation, and management principles. Fresno State’s
emphasis on industry-relevant coursework and hands-on experience ensures graduates are well-
equipped to meet the evolving demands of the construction sector. Students benefit from access to
experienced faculty, state-of-the-art facilities, and strong industry connections that facilitate
internships and employment opportunities. This article explores the key aspects of Fresno State
construction management, including the curriculum, career prospects, admission requirements, and
unique program features. Additionally, it provides insights into how the program supports student
success and contributes to the construction industry’s growth in California and beyond.
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Overview of Fresno State Construction Management
Program

The Fresno State construction management program is housed within the Craig School of Business,
offering a Bachelor of Science degree focused on preparing students for leadership roles in
construction projects. The program integrates business principles with construction-specific
knowledge, emphasizing project management, building technology, and sustainable construction
practices. Fresno State’s location in California’s Central Valley provides unique opportunities for
students to engage with a diverse range of construction projects, from residential developments to
large infrastructure initiatives. The program’s accreditation by the American Council for
Construction Education (ACCE) underscores its commitment to maintaining high academic
standards and relevance to industry needs.

Program Objectives and Learning Outcomes

The primary objectives of the Fresno State construction management program include equipping
students with the ability to plan, coordinate, and supervise construction projects effectively.



Graduates will demonstrate proficiency in cost estimation, scheduling, contract administration, and
safety management. The curriculum also fosters critical thinking, communication skills, and ethical
decision-making to ensure graduates can navigate complex project challenges. By the end of the
program, students are expected to understand construction methods, materials, and technologies,
along with the economic and legal aspects of the industry.

Industry Relevance and Regional Impact

Fresno State’s construction management program is designed to meet the workforce demands of
California’s growing construction market. The Central Valley region’s rapid development creates
continuous opportunities for skilled construction managers. The program maintains strong ties with
local and regional construction firms, government agencies, and professional organizations, which
helps align coursework with current industry trends and practices. This regional focus enhances the
employability of graduates and contributes to the sustainable development of infrastructure in the
area.

Curriculum and Coursework

The curriculum of Fresno State construction management is structured to provide a balanced mix of
theoretical instruction and practical application. It covers core topics necessary for managing
construction projects efficiently, including construction materials, project controls, and risk
management. The program also integrates business courses such as accounting, finance, and
marketing to develop well-rounded professionals capable of overseeing both technical and
administrative aspects of construction firms.

Core Courses in Construction Management

Students in the program complete a series of core courses designed to build expertise in various
aspects of construction management. Key courses include:

e Construction Materials and Methods - covering properties of materials and modern building
techniques

e Project Planning and Scheduling - focusing on the development and management of project
timelines

e Cost Estimating and Control - teaching methods to produce accurate cost forecasts and
budget management

e Construction Safety Management - emphasizing regulations and best practices to maintain
safe job sites

e Contract Administration and Legal Issues - exploring construction contracts, dispute
resolution, and legal responsibilities



Electives and Specialized Topics

To enhance their knowledge, students may choose electives related to sustainable construction,
construction technology innovations, and real estate development. These specialized topics allow
students to tailor their education toward emerging trends and specific career interests within the
construction industry.

Career Opportunities and Industry Connections

Graduates of Fresno State construction management enjoy diverse career paths in sectors such as
residential, commercial, industrial, and infrastructure construction. The program’s curriculum and
industry partnerships prepare students for roles including project manager, estimator, scheduler,
construction superintendent, and safety coordinator. Employers value Fresno State graduates for
their strong technical background combined with business acumen.

Internships and Practical Experience

Fresno State emphasizes experiential learning through internships and cooperative education
programs. Students gain hands-on experience by working with construction companies, government
agencies, and engineering firms. These opportunities provide valuable insights into real-world
project management and allow students to build professional networks prior to graduation.

Professional Associations and Networking

The program encourages student involvement in professional organizations such as the Associated
General Contractors of California (AGC) and the Construction Management Association of America
(CMAA). Participation in these groups facilitates networking, access to industry events, and
exposure to continuing education resources.

Admission Requirements and Application Process

Prospective students seeking admission to the Fresno State construction management program must
meet general university admission standards as well as program-specific criteria. The program
attracts students with strong interests in construction, engineering, and business management.

Academic Prerequisites

Applicants should have completed foundational coursework in mathematics, physics, and English. A
solid academic record in these areas supports success in the rigorous construction management
curriculum. Additionally, coursework or experience related to building sciences or business is
advantageous.



Application Steps

The application process involves submitting transcripts, standardized test scores (if required), and a
personal statement outlining career goals. Fresno State evaluates candidates based on academic
achievement, relevant experience, and motivation to pursue construction management. Early
application is recommended due to program capacity limits.

Facilities and Resources

Fresno State construction management students have access to modern facilities designed to
enhance learning and skill development. The program incorporates technology and tools commonly
used in the industry to simulate real-world construction scenarios.

Laboratories and Equipment

Specialized labs provide hands-on training with construction materials testing, surveying equipment,
and project management software. These resources enable students to gain practical experience in
site layout, quality control, and cost analysis.

Library and Research Support

The university library offers extensive collections of construction management literature, industry
standards, and technical journals. Research databases and digital resources support in-depth study
and project work.

Student Support and Professional Development

Fresno State construction management prioritizes student success through comprehensive support
services and career development initiatives. These efforts help students transition smoothly from
academics to professional practice.

Advising and Mentorship

Academic advisors assist students in course selection, degree planning, and identifying career paths
within construction management. Faculty mentors provide guidance on industry trends and
professional growth.

Workshops and Career Services

The program offers workshops on resume writing, interview skills, and construction software
proficiency. Career fairs and employer recruitment events connect students with potential
employers and internship opportunities.



Alumni Network

Graduates of Fresno State construction management remain engaged through an active alumni
network that fosters continued professional development and collaboration within the industry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What degree programs are offered in construction
management at Fresno State?

Fresno State offers a Bachelor of Science degree in Construction Management through the Craig
School of Business, focusing on construction project planning, cost estimation, and management.

Is the Construction Management program at Fresno State
accredited?

Yes, the Construction Management program at Fresno State is accredited by the American Council
for Construction Education (ACCE), ensuring it meets industry standards.

What career opportunities are available for Fresno State
Construction Management graduates?

Graduates can pursue careers as project managers, estimators, construction supervisors, safety
managers, and consultants in various sectors such as residential, commercial, and infrastructure
construction.

Does Fresno State offer internships for Construction
Management students?

Yes, Fresno State promotes internships and cooperative education opportunities to provide
Construction Management students with hands-on industry experience.

What are the admission requirements for the Construction
Management program at Fresno State?

Applicants typically need to meet the university's general admission standards, including a
competitive GPA, completion of prerequisite courses, and submission of application materials by the
deadline.

Are there student organizations related to Construction
Management at Fresno State?

Yes, students can join organizations such as the Associated General Contractors (AGC) student
chapter and the Construction Management Association of America (CMAA) student group for



networking and professional development.

What types of construction projects do Fresno State
Construction Management students work on?

Students engage in a variety of projects including residential, commercial, civil infrastructure, and
sustainable construction initiatives to develop practical skills.

How does Fresno State support Construction Management
students in job placement?

Fresno State offers career services, job fairs, and employer networking events specifically targeting
Construction Management students to assist with job placement after graduation.

Are there any graduate programs in Construction
Management at Fresno State?

As of now, Fresno State primarily offers an undergraduate degree in Construction Management,
with limited graduate-level options; students interested in advanced studies may consider related
fields or other institutions.

Additional Resources

1. Construction Management: Principles and Practice at Fresno State

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to construction management with a focus on the
methodologies taught at Fresno State. It covers project planning, scheduling, cost estimation, and
risk management. Students and professionals alike will find practical case studies and examples
relevant to the Central California construction industry.

2. Project Scheduling and Control for Fresno State Construction Managers

Focused on the critical aspects of project scheduling and control, this book delves into tools like
CPM, PERT, and modern software applications. It emphasizes real-world applications tailored to the
types of projects commonly encountered by Fresno State construction management graduates.

3. Construction Materials and Methods: A Fresno State Perspective

This text explores the selection, properties, and applications of construction materials with an
emphasis on sustainable practices. It also examines construction methods used regionally, providing
Fresno State students with an understanding of local materials and building techniques.

4. Cost Estimating and Budgeting in Construction Management at Fresno State

A detailed guide on cost estimation and budgeting processes, this book covers techniques ranging
from conceptual estimating to detailed cost control. It integrates Fresno State case studies to
illustrate how budgeting decisions impact project success in the construction industry.

5. Construction Safety and Risk Management for Fresno State Professionals
Safety is paramount in construction, and this book addresses OSHA regulations, hazard
identification, and risk mitigation strategies. It is particularly tailored to Fresno State’s construction



programs, highlighting safety concerns prevalent in California’s construction sector.

6. Legal Aspects of Construction Management: A Fresno State Approach

This book provides an overview of construction law, contracts, dispute resolution, and regulatory
compliance. Fresno State students will benefit from its focus on legal issues specific to California
construction projects and the management challenges that arise.

7. Sustainable Construction Practices for Fresno State Managers

Highlighting green building and sustainable construction, this book discusses LEED certification,
energy efficiency, and environmentally responsible construction methods. It supports Fresno State’s
commitment to sustainability in the built environment.

8. Construction Project Management Software: Tools Used at Fresno State

An in-depth look at popular construction management software such as Procore, Primavera, and
Microsoft Project. This resource helps Fresno State students become proficient in digital tools
essential for modern construction project management.

9. Leadership and Communication in Construction Management at Fresno State

Effective leadership and communication are critical skills covered in this book. It focuses on team
management, stakeholder engagement, and conflict resolution, with examples drawn from Fresno
State construction management scenarios to prepare students for leadership roles.
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Hosseini, Farzad Khosrowshahi, Ajibade Aibinu, Sepehr Abrishami, 2021-08-09 This book is the
essential guide to the pedagogical and industry-inspired considerations that must shape how BIM is
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meet the competences required by professional bodies and prepare both graduates and existing
practitioners to advance the industry towards higher efficiency and quality. To date, systematic
efforts to integrate pedagogical considerations into the way BIM is learned and taught remain
non-existent. This book lays the foundation for forming a benchmark around which such an effort is
made. It offers principles, best practices, and expected outcomes necessary to BIM curriculum and
teaching development for construction-related programs across universities and professional
training programmes. The aim of the book is to: Highlight BIM skill requirements, threshold
concepts, and dimensions for practice; Showcase and introduce tried-and-tested practices and
lessons learned in developing BIM-related curricula from leading educators; Recognise and
introduce the baseline requirements for BIM education from a pedagogical perspective; Explore the
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involved in BIM education, digital construction, architecture, and engineering, and for professionals
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Coley, Audrey Boklage, 2022-05-31 The journey to becoming an exemplary engineering educator is
one that is rarely simple and straightforward. Simply being exposed to active learning strategies or
innovative pedagogies rarely leads to a transformation of one's own teaching. In this book, we
present a collection of stories from exemplary engineering educators that are told in their own
voices. These stories are shared to enable readers to immerse themselves in first-person
recollections of transformation, involving engineering educators who changed their teaching
strategies from the ways that they were taught as engineering undergraduate students to ways that
more effectively fostered a conducive learning atmosphere for all students. It is our hope that
providing stories of successful engineering educators might stimulate thoughtful and productive
self-reflection on ways that we can each change our own teaching. These stories are not simple,
linear stories of transformation. Instead, they highlight the complexities and nuances inherent to
transforming the way that engineering faculty teach. Through our strategy of narrative storytelling,
we hope to inspire future and current engineering educators to embark on their own journeys of
teaching transformations. We conclude the book with some lessons that we learned during our
readings of these stories, and invite readers to extract lessons of their own.
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the lean construction lexicon. The aim of this collection is to build a common understanding of the
role and contribution of value-adding activities in achieving stipulated objectives and continuous
improvement in construction projects, and to contrast this with waste. Although the lean approach to
construction projects has been widely covered, this is the first book that explicitly provides the link
between value and waste in the Architecture, Engineering and Construction (AEC) sector. This
internationally researched collection seeks to create a paradigm shift, which will shape work
processes and future directions for how value is conceptualized and operationalized in both the
project management and business aspects of construction. The readers will gain an understanding
of: The value-adding paradigm in construction How to make value-supporting decisions Waste
identification and control in practice With contributions from South Africa, Brazil, Norway, and the
USA, the implications of this book are globally relevant. This is essential reading for all higher level
students of construction management and economics, and all professionals interested in value
management.
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Project Delivery, Procurement And Contracting Giovanni C Migliaccio, Pramen P Shrestha,
2022-12-16 This book aims to consolidate, structure and articulate collective knowledge on
construction project delivery, procurement and contracting, so that it can serve as a gateway to the
contiguous topics of construction project delivery. In addition to supporting the education of student



researchers, as well as broadening and deepening the knowledge of practitioners, the book is also
intended to serve as a foundation for future education and as a reference book. Academicians can
use it to benchmark and support their research and also as a textbook for an undergraduate or
graduate course on the topics of project delivery, procurement and contracting.
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baseline data for policy design and future research on women in the built environment. Presenting
research findings from Africa, India, and Australia, the aims of this book are broad and it begins with
an assessment of the gender-based challenges in the construction sector from the perspective of two
generations of women. It goes on to discuss the issues affecting the recruitment and career
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construction sites, quantity surveying practice, and digital leadership. This book ends with a
discussion on the impact of gender consideration on the sustainability of construction businesses,
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Modeling (BIM) framework features cutting-edge use cases and competencies for students and
professionals pursuing BIM careers. Developing BIM Talent: A Guide to the BIM Body of Knowledge
with Metrics, KSAs, and Learning Outcomes leads readers through the process of implementing a
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