
french language restaurant phrases
french language restaurant phrases are essential tools for anyone planning to dine out
in a French-speaking environment. Mastery of these phrases not only enhances
communication but also enriches the overall dining experience by enabling clear and
polite exchanges with restaurant staff. This article covers a comprehensive range of
expressions from greeting the host to ordering food, asking about the menu, handling
dietary restrictions, and settling the bill. By familiarizing yourself with these phrases, you
can navigate French restaurants with confidence and cultural finesse. Additionally, the
guide includes useful tips on pronunciation and etiquette to ensure effective interaction.
Below is a detailed overview of the key sections covered in this article.

Common French Restaurant Greetings and Expressions

Essential Phrases for Ordering Food and Drinks

Questions About the Menu and Dietary Preferences

Handling Special Requests and Complaints

Paying the Bill and Leaving the Restaurant

Common French Restaurant Greetings and
Expressions
Effective communication in a French restaurant begins with proper greetings and
introductory phrases. These expressions set the tone for a courteous and pleasant dining
experience. Understanding the standard ways to address staff and express gratitude is
fundamental for respectful interaction.

Greeting the Host and Waitstaff
Upon arrival, polite greetings are expected. Common phrases include:

Bonjour – Hello / Good day

Bonsoir – Good evening (used after 6 PM)

Une table pour deux, s’il vous plaît – A table for two, please

Je voudrais une réservation au nom de... – I have a reservation under the name...



Expressing Politeness and Gratitude
Politeness is highly valued in French culture. Phrases to show respect and thanks include:

Merci – Thank you

Merci beaucoup – Thank you very much

S’il vous plaît – Please

Excusez-moi – Excuse me (to get attention)

Essential Phrases for Ordering Food and Drinks
Ordering food and beverages smoothly requires familiarity with specific French phrases.
These expressions help diners communicate their choices clearly and politely.

Making Your Order
When placing an order, it is common to start with:

Je voudrais... – I would like...

Je prends... – I'll have...

Pour moi, ce sera... – For me, it will be...

For example, Je voudrais un steak-frites, s’il vous plaît means “I would like a steak with
fries, please.”

Ordering Drinks
To order beverages, the following phrases are useful:

Un verre de vin rouge/blanc – A glass of red/white wine

Une bouteille d’eau – A bottle of water

Un café – A coffee

Un jus d’orange – An orange juice



Questions About the Menu and Dietary
Preferences
Asking questions about dishes and accommodating dietary needs is important for a
satisfactory dining experience. Knowing the right phrases helps clarify ingredients,
preparation methods, and portion sizes.

Inquiring About Ingredients and Preparation
Common questions to understand menu items include:

Qu’est-ce que vous recommandez ? – What do you recommend?

Ce plat contient-il des noix ? – Does this dish contain nuts?

Comment est-ce préparé ? – How is it prepared?

Est-ce que ce plat est végétarien ? – Is this dish vegetarian?

Expressing Dietary Restrictions
To communicate dietary needs clearly, these phrases are essential:

Je suis allergique aux crustacés – I am allergic to shellfish

Je ne mange pas de viande – I do not eat meat

Je préfère un plat sans gluten – I prefer a gluten-free dish

Est-ce que vous avez des options végétaliennes ? – Do you have vegan options?

Handling Special Requests and Complaints
Occasionally, diners may need to make special requests or address issues with their meal.
Polite and clear communication is key to resolving such matters.

Making Special Requests
To request modifications or additional items, useful phrases include:

Pourriez-vous ne pas mettre de... ? – Could you please not put...?



Je voudrais un peu plus de sauce, s’il vous plaît – I would like a little more
sauce, please

Est-il possible d’avoir un plat sans... ? – Is it possible to have a dish without...?

Politely Expressing Complaints
If a problem arises, these phrases help communicate concerns respectfully:

Excusez-moi, ce n’est pas ce que j’ai commandé – Excuse me, this is not what I
ordered

Le plat est trop salé – The dish is too salty

Pourriez-vous vérifier cela, s’il vous plaît ? – Could you please check this?

Paying the Bill and Leaving the Restaurant
Concluding a meal involves requesting the check and expressing appreciation. Using the
appropriate phrases ensures a smooth and courteous end to the dining experience.

Requesting and Paying the Bill
Common expressions for requesting and handling payment include:

L’addition, s’il vous plaît – The check, please

Puis-je payer par carte ? – Can I pay by card?

Gardez la monnaie – Keep the change

Est-ce que le service est compris ? – Is the tip included?

Thanking the Staff and Leaving
Polite phrases to conclude your visit include:

Merci pour votre service – Thank you for your service

Bonne journée / soirée – Have a good day / evening



Au revoir – Goodbye

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some basic French phrases to use when
entering a restaurant?
You can say 'Bonjour' (Hello), 'Avez-vous une table pour deux?' (Do you have a table for
two?), and 'Je voudrais une table, s'il vous plaît' (I would like a table, please).

How do you ask for the menu in French at a restaurant?
You can say 'Puis-je voir le menu, s'il vous plaît?' which means 'May I see the menu,
please?'.

What is a polite way to get the waiter’s attention in a
French restaurant?
You can say 'Excusez-moi' (Excuse me) or gently raise your hand while saying 'Monsieur'
or 'Madame'.

How do you say 'I am allergic to nuts' in French when
ordering food?
You can say 'Je suis allergique aux noix' to inform the staff about your allergy.

What is the French phrase for ordering a drink at a
restaurant?
You can say 'Je voudrais un verre de vin rouge, s'il vous plaît' meaning 'I would like a glass
of red wine, please.'

How do you ask for the bill in French at a restaurant?
You can say 'L'addition, s'il vous plaît' which means 'The bill, please.'

What phrase can I use to compliment the chef in a
French restaurant?
You can say 'Le repas était délicieux, merci beaucoup' meaning 'The meal was delicious,
thank you very much.'



How do you ask if the restaurant has vegetarian options
in French?
You can ask 'Avez-vous des options végétariennes?' which means 'Do you have vegetarian
options?'.

What is the polite way to refuse a dish in French without
offending the waiter?
You can say 'Merci, mais je ne prends pas ce plat' meaning 'Thank you, but I won't have
this dish.'

How do you say 'Can I have this to go?' in French at a
restaurant?
You can say 'Puis-je avoir ceci à emporter?' which means 'Can I have this to go?'.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering French Restaurant Phrases: A Practical Guide for Diners
This book offers a comprehensive collection of essential French phrases tailored for
restaurant settings. It guides readers through ordering food, understanding menus, and
interacting politely with waitstaff. With practical examples and cultural tips, it's perfect
for travelers and language learners aiming to dine confidently in France.

2. French for Food Lovers: Essential Restaurant Vocabulary and Expressions
Designed for culinary enthusiasts, this book focuses on the language used in French
restaurants and bistros. It includes common phrases for ordering dishes, asking about
ingredients, and expressing dietary preferences. The book also covers wine terms and
etiquette, helping readers enjoy an authentic gastronomic experience.

3. Dining Out in French: Phrases and Dialogues for Restaurants
Featuring dialogues and situational phrases, this book helps learners practice real-life
conversations in French restaurants. It covers everything from making reservations to
handling the bill smoothly. The interactive format encourages active learning and builds
confidence for dining in French-speaking environments.

4. French Restaurant Survival Guide: Speak Like a Local
This survival guide is packed with practical phrases and cultural insights to help travelers
navigate French restaurants effortlessly. It explains key terminology for menus, specials,
and ordering customs. Readers also learn polite expressions and tips to avoid common
communication pitfalls.

5. Essential French Phrases for Restaurant Staff and Patrons
Aimed at both restaurant employees and customers, this book bridges communication
gaps with clear, role-specific phrases. It covers greetings, taking orders, handling
complaints, and expressing satisfaction. The book is ideal for hospitality workers and
tourists seeking smoother interactions.



6. French Café Conversations: Language and Culture for Dining Out
This book explores the social and linguistic nuances of French café culture. It provides
phrases for casual dining, coffee ordering, and small talk with waiters. Additionally, it
offers cultural notes to help readers understand dining customs and etiquette in France.

7. Quick French Phrases for Restaurant Ordering
Perfect for quick reference, this concise book lists essential phrases for ordering food and
drinks in French. It includes pronunciation tips and common responses to typical
questions. The book is a handy tool for travelers who want to communicate efficiently
during meals.

8. From Menu to Table: French Language Skills for Restaurant Experiences
This instructional book helps learners decode French menus and communicate effectively
at the table. It covers vocabulary related to ingredients, cooking methods, and portion
sizes. With practical exercises, readers improve their comprehension and speaking
abilities in dining contexts.

9. French Dining Etiquette and Language: Phrases for the Perfect Meal
Combining language learning with etiquette advice, this book prepares readers for refined
dining experiences in France. It teaches polite expressions, table manners, and
appropriate ways to compliment the chef. Ideal for those seeking not just to order food but
to immerse themselves in French dining culture.
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  french language restaurant phrases: Learn French - Survival Phrases French Innovative
Language Learning, FrenchPod101.com, Learn French easily and quickly with Survival Phrases
French! 50 lessons total. Are you traveling to France soon? Do you have French friends or a partner?
Do you work in a French company? Then learn French with this quick and easy lesson series that
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  french language restaurant phrases: French Survival Phrases Made Easy Maya A.
Sullivan, 2025-09-28 Unlock the secrets of effortless French communication in just 30 days! Whether
you’re traveling to Paris, Lyon, or Marseille, French Survival Phrases Made Easy gives you over
1,000+ must-know travel expressions that make conversations simple, fun, and stress-free. Inside
you’ll discover: ✅ Essential daily phrases for greetings, directions, shopping, dining, and
emergencies. ✅ Mini-dialogues & cultural tips so you sound confident and polite. ✅ Travel-specific
scenarios — hotels, trains, restaurants, and tourist spots. ✅ A 30-day roadmap designed for absolute
beginners or busy travelers. Perfect for tourists, students, and business travelers, this phrasebook
ensures you never feel lost or stuck in France again. Speak French naturally, connect with locals,
and travel with confidence!
  french language restaurant phrases: Rick Steves Snapshot Basque Country: Spain & France
Rick Steves, 2017-11-21 You can count on Rick Steves to tell you what you really need to know when
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traveling in the Basque Country. In this compact guide, Rick Steves covers the essentials of the
Basque Country with coverage of St. Jean-de-Luz, The Bay of Biscay, and Bayonne. Visit the Eglise
St. Jean Baptiste, the Plaza de la Constitución, and experience both the French and Spanish aspects
of the region. You'll get Rick's firsthand advice on the best sights, eating, sleeping, and nightlife, and
the maps and self-guided tours will ensure you make the most of your experience. More than just
reviews and directions, a Rick Steves Snapshot guidebook is a tour guide in your pocket. Rick
Steves' Snapshot guides consist of excerpted chapters from Rick Steves' European country
guidebooks. Snapshot guides are a great choice for travelers visiting a specific city or region, rather
than multiple European destinations. These slim guides offer all of Rick's up-to-date advice on what
sights are worth your time and money. They include good-value hotel and restaurant
recommendations, with no introductory information (such as overall trip planning, when to go, and
travel practicalities).
  french language restaurant phrases: Rick Steves Snapshot Basque Country: France & Spain
Rick Steves, 2014-12-16 You can count on Rick Steves to tell you what you really need to know when
traveling in the Basque Country. In this compact guide, Rick Steves covers the essentials of the
Basque Country with coverage of St. Jean-de-Luz, The Bay of Biscay, and Bayonne. Visit the Eglise
St. Jean Baptiste, the Plaza de la Constitución, and experience both the French and Spanish aspects
of the region. You'll get Rick's firsthand advice on the best sights, eating, sleeping, and nightlife, and
the maps and self-guided tours will ensure you make the most of your experience. More than just
reviews and directions, a Rick Steves Snapshot guidebook is a tour guide in your pocket. Rick
Steves' Snapshot guides consist of excerpted chapters from Rick Steves' European country
guidebooks. Snapshot guides are a great choice for travelers visiting a specific city or region, rather
than multiple European destinations. These slim guides offer all of Rick's up-to-date advice on what
sights are worth your time and money. They include good-value hotel and restaurant
recommendations, with no introductory information (such as overall trip planning, when to go, and
travel practicalities).
  french language restaurant phrases: The Regional Travel Guide for
Burgundy-Franche-Comté (France) ,
  french language restaurant phrases: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress. Office for Subject Cataloging Policy, 1991
  french language restaurant phrases: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress, 1991
  french language restaurant phrases: Curious English Words and Phrases Max Cryer, 2012
Have you ever wondered where terms like 'end of your tether', 'gets my goat' or 'letting ones hair
down' come from? Or why we call some people 'geezers', 'sugar daddies' or 'lounge lizards'? Or
where the words 'eavesdropping', 'nickname' and 'D-Day' come from?They are just a few of the many
words and phrases that language expert Max Cryer examines in this fact-filled and fun new book.
Max explains where these curious expressions come from, what they mean and how they are used.
Along the way he tells a host of colourful anecdotes and dispels quite a few myths Did Churchill
originate the phrase 'black dog'? And if 'ivory tower' can be found in the Bible, why has its meaning
changed so drastically?'Curious English Words and Phrases' is a treasure trove for lovers of
language. Informative, amusing and value for money, this book is 'the real McCoy'. From 'couch
potato' to 'Bob's your uncle', you'll find the explanation here!
  french language restaurant phrases: Rick Steves Switzerland Rick Steves, 2018-05-22 Cross
the Alps in a cable car, cruise Lake Geneva, and visit a medieval château: with Rick Steves on your
side, Switzerland can be yours! Inside Rick Steves Switzerland you'll find: Comprehensive coverage
for spending a week or more exploring Switzerland Rick's strategic advice on how to get the most
out of your time and money, with rankings of his must-see favorites Top sights and hidden gems,
from bustling Zürich to the cozy small-town atmosphere of Appenzell How to connect with culture:
Chat with friendly Swiss locals at mountain retreats, swim in the alpine waters of the Aare River,
and treat yourself to delicious cheese fondue Beat the crowds, skip the lines, and avoid tourist traps



with Rick's candid, humorous insight The best places to eat, sleep, and relax over wine and Swiss
chocolate Self-guided walking tours of lively neighborhoods and mountain towns Detailed maps for
exploring on the go, including scenic railroad journeys such as the Golden Pass, Gotthard Panorama
Express, Bernina Express, Glacier Express, and Chur Useful resources including a packing list,
German, French, and Italian phrase guides, a historical overview, and recommended reading, as well
as tips on visiting Switzerland in the winter Over 400 bible-thin pages include everything worth
seeing without weighing you down Complete, up-to-date information on Zürich, Luzern, Central
Switzerland, Bern, Murten, Avenches, Gimmelwald and the Berner Oberland, Zermatt and the
Matterhorn, Appenzell, Lausanne, Château de Chillon, Montreux, Gruyères, Lugano, Pontresina,
Samedan, St. Moritz, and more Make the most of every day and every dollar with Rick Steves
Switzerland.
  french language restaurant phrases: Why It Took Us 25 Years to Learn French Russ
Peterson, Shirlee Peterson, 2013 Imagine two first time European travelers venturing in France
trying to navigate a new culture, a different set of social rules of etiquette add to that a truly
sophisticated language and you have the perfect formula for disaster. The result is outright
hilarious. Join with us as we embark on a light-hearted, linguistic, literary journey.
  french language restaurant phrases: Activating Linguistic and Cultural Diversity in the
Language Classroom Enrica Piccardo, Geoff Lawrence, Aline Germain-Rutherford, Angelica
Galante, 2022-04-01 This book challenges the reader to rethink and reimagine what diversity in
language education means in transnational societies. Bringing together researchers and
practitioners who contributed to the international LINguistic and Cultural DIversity REinvented
(LINCDIRE) project, the book examines four pillars of innovation in language education: the
Action-oriented approach, Plurilingualism, Indigenous epistemologies and Technology enhanced
learning. The book critically discusses plurilingual pedagogical approaches that draw on learners'
linguistic and cultural repertoires to encourage and support the dynamic use of languages in
curricular innovation. It is a fundamental resource for language teachers, curriculum designers and
educational researchers interested in understanding current thinking on the relevance and benefit of
a plurilingual paradigm shift for language education in today's societies. More specifically, this book:
Examines the development of plurilingualism and the potential of real-life oriented teaching and
learning. Explores the concept of plurilingual and pluricultural competence. Focuses on
collaboration and reflection from a humanistic tradition. Explores educational technology and
explains the limitations and challenges of adopting ready-made tools. Highlights the iterative,
design-based research process that informed the development of LINCDIRE’s pedagogical
framework and action-oriented scenarios. Introduces practical examples of action-oriented tasks and
scenarios, and illustrates the online tool (LITE) in terms of its current functionalities and design.
Describes the implementation challenges and opportunities of plurilingual action-oriented tasks and
discusses the results of implementation. Finally, the book examines future pedagogical innovation
and research directions in order to help readers reflect on the implications of achieving sustainable
change in language education. This exciting collection addresses an important question in language
education: How can plurilingualism and cultural diversity be harnessed to promote sustainable
innovation in language learning and teaching? Readers will find contributions from the diverse
authors timely, compelling, and engaging. — Dr. Bonny Norton, FRSC, University Killam Professor,
UBC Dept. of Language & Literacy Education, Canada Embracing a design-based research
framework, this book offers learners and teachers powerful validation and a rich, relatable and
inspiring action-oriented approach to holistic, dynamic, mediated, embodied, true-to-life, plurilingual
language teaching and learning. — Dr. Elka Todeva, Professor of Applied Linguistics, MATESOL
Program / Advanced Seminar in Plurilingual Pedagogy, SIT Graduate Institute, Washington, D.C.
Anyone seeking innovation in Language Education will find in this volume a treasure trove of
theoretical, empirical and methodological insights to answer the questions that arose among the 25
co-authors’ discussions to rethink language use, language learning, and language teaching. — Dr.
Mercedes Bernaus, Emeritus Professor, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain This



thought-provoking and timely book argues convincingly for the need to reconceptualize innovation in
language education in an increasingly diverse world. —Dr. Regine Hampel, Associate Dean
(Research Excellence), Faculty of Wellbeing, Education and Language Studies, The Open University,
UK
  french language restaurant phrases: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of
Congress. Subject Cataloging Division, 1980
  french language restaurant phrases: Rick Steves Best of Europe Rick Steves, 2017-01-24
You can count on Rick Steves to tell you what you need to know to experience the Best of Europe. In
this guide, Rick covers the best of England, France, Germany, England, Italy, the Netherlands,
Spain, and Switzerland. You'll find a mix of big cities and inspiring landscapes, including: London
Paris Rome Venice Florence Berlin Munich Amsterdam Barcelona The Cinque Terre Provence the
French Riviera the Rhine Valley the Berner Overland Rick Steves Best of Europe features:Everything
in Full-Color-Dazzling photos and helpful planning maps. Best of Europe Itineraries-Suggestions for
planning the perfect trip, based on Rick's expert advice for what's worth your time and what you can
skip. Rick's Tips-Helpful hints for key sights and experiences, organized so you quickly learn what
you need to know. You'll love how much these simple tips help make your trip smooth and
stress-free! Authentic Experiences-Leave the tourist traps behind and enjoy real, cultural
experiences and opportunities to connect with local people. Plus Practicalities-Essential eating,
sleeping, and transportation information is neatly arranged to be ready when you need it.
  french language restaurant phrases: Dave Barry's Only Travel Guide You'll Ever Need
Dave Barry, 2010-07-28 TAKE YOUR TRAVEL TIPS FROM DAVE BARRY, A GUY WHO IS REALLY
GONE! Complete with maps, histories, quaint local facts (France's National Underwear Changing
Day is March 12), song lyrics, helpful hints on how to get through Customs (all insects must be
spayed), and tidbits from Dave Barry's own fond vacation nightmares, DAVE BARRY'S ONLY
TRAVEL GUIDE YOU'LL EVER NEED is just that. You'll find everything you need to know in this
incredibly comprehensive reference, including: - Air Travel (Or: Why Birds Never Look Truly
Relaxed) - Traveling as a Family (Or: No, We Are NOT There Yet) - Traveling in Europe (Excuse me!
Where is the Big Mona Lisa?) - Camping: Nature's Way of Promoting the Motel Industry
  french language restaurant phrases: Rick Steves French Phrase Book & Dictionary Rick
Steves, 2019-09-03 Bonjour! From ordering steak frites in Paris to making new friends in Nice, it
helps to speak some of the native tongue in France. Rick Steves offers well-tested French words and
phrases that come in handy in a variety of situations. Inside you'll find: Helpful phrases for everyday
circumstances, complete with phonetic spelling An English-French and French-English dictionary
Tips for small talk and local lingo with Rick's signature sense of humor A tear-out cheat sheet for
continued language practice as you sip wine at a brasserie (no internet connection required!)
Informative, concise, and practical, Rick Steves French Phrase Book & Dictionary is an essential
item for any traveler's sac à dos.
  french language restaurant phrases: A Language Guide to North Africa United States.
Army. Special Services Division. Services of Supply, 1943
  french language restaurant phrases: Rick Steves Paris Rick Steves, Steve Smith, Gene
Openshaw, 2024-06-11 Now more than ever, you can count on Rick Steves to tell you what you really
need to know when traveling through Paris. From the top of the Eiffel Tower to the ancient
catacombs below the city, explore Paris at every level with Rick Steves! Inside Rick Steves Paris
you'll find: Comprehensive coverage for spending a week or more exploring Paris Rick's strategic
advice on how to get the most out of your time and money, with rankings of his must-see favorites
Top sights and hidden gems, from the Louvre and the Palace of Versailles to where to find the
perfect croissant How to connect with culture: Stroll down Rue Cler for fresh, local goods to build
the ultimate French picnic, marvel at the works of Degas and Monet, and sip café au lait at a
streetside café Beat the crowds, skip the lines, and avoid tourist traps with Rick's candid, humorous
insight The best places to eat, sleep, and relax with a glass of vin rouge Self-guided walking tours of
lively neighborhoods and incredible museums and churches Detailed maps for exploring on the go



Over 700 bible-thin pages include everything worth seeing without weighing you down Complete,
up-to-date information on the best arrondissements in Paris,including Champs-Elysees, the Marais,
Montmartre, and more, plus day trips to Versailles, Chartres, Giverny, and Auvers-sur-Oise Make the
most of every day and every dollar with Rick Steves Paris. Spending just a few days in the city? Try
Rick Steves Pocket Paris.
  french language restaurant phrases: Household Words , 1854
  french language restaurant phrases: Unlocking the French Language: A Guide to
Fluency Pasquale De Marco, 2025-05-09 **Unlocking the French Language: A Guide to Fluency** is
the ultimate guide to learning and mastering the French language, whether you are a complete
beginner or looking to improve your existing skills. Inside, you will find clear and concise
explanations of French grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation, as well as practical exercises and
activities to help you apply what you learn. With its engaging and informative content, this book is
perfect for self-study or as a supplement to your classroom learning. It is also an invaluable resource
for travelers, business professionals, and anyone else who wants to expand their knowledge of
French. Throughout the book, you will find a wealth of cultural insights and practical tips to help you
immerse yourself in the French language and culture. From understanding French etiquette to
navigating the French healthcare system, this book has everything you need to make your French
learning journey a success. Here's what you'll find inside: * A comprehensive overview of French
grammar, from basic to advanced topics * An extensive vocabulary builder with over 1,000 essential
French words and phrases * Clear and concise explanations of French pronunciation, with audio
recordings to help you practice * Engaging and interactive exercises and activities to reinforce your
learning * Cultural insights and practical tips to help you immerse yourself in the French language
and culture Whether you are planning a trip to Paris, want to impress your French-speaking friends,
or simply want to expand your linguistic horizons, **Unlocking the French Language: A Guide to
Fluency** is the perfect guide for you. Bon voyage ! If you like this book, write a review on google
books!
  french language restaurant phrases: Resources in Education , 1985
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