
free speech norman rockwell

free speech norman rockwell represents an iconic blend of American art and the fundamental democratic
right to express one’s views without censorship or restraint. This phrase immediately brings to mind
Norman Rockwell’s celebrated painting, part of his Four Freedoms series inspired by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s 1941 State of the Union address. Rockwell’s work visually captures the essence of free speech
through a poignant and relatable depiction that has resonated with audiences for decades. The painting not
only highlights the importance of free speech in American society but also serves as a cultural touchstone
reflecting the values of freedom and democracy. This article explores the historical context, artistic
significance, and enduring legacy of Norman Rockwell’s Free Speech, examining how it continues to
influence perceptions of civil liberties today. Readers will gain insight into the symbolism within the
artwork, its reception at the time of unveiling, and its place within the broader conversation about free
speech in the United States.
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Historical Context of Free Speech in America
The concept of free speech has deep roots in American history, enshrined in the First Amendment of the
United States Constitution. This fundamental right protects individuals’ ability to express opinions publicly
without government interference or censorship. During the early 1940s, as the world faced the turmoil of
World War II, the importance of safeguarding civil liberties became even more pronounced. President
Franklin D. Roosevelt articulated these ideals in his 1941 State of the Union address, identifying four
essential human freedoms, including the freedom of speech. This speech served as a rallying call to uphold
democratic values against the rising threats of totalitarian regimes. The emphasis on free speech reflected an
awareness of its critical role in maintaining an open and just society, where ideas could be exchanged freely
and government power remained checked. The historical backdrop of global conflict and domestic
challenges shaped the way Americans viewed and valued their rights during this period.



First Amendment Foundations
The First Amendment guarantees freedoms concerning religion, expression, assembly, and the right to
petition. Of these, free speech is particularly significant as it forms the foundation of a democratic discourse.
It allows citizens to criticize government policies, advocate for change, and participate fully in civic life.
The legal interpretations of free speech have evolved over time, balancing individual rights with concerns
such as national security and public order. Nevertheless, the principle remains a cornerstone of American
democracy, symbolizing the nation’s commitment to open dialogue and individual liberty.

World War II and the Defense of Freedoms
As World War II escalated, threats to democracy abroad underscored the need to protect freedoms at home.
The United States government sought to rally public support by emphasizing the values that differentiated
it from fascist and authoritarian states. Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, delivered on January 6, 1941,
articulated a vision of a world founded on freedom of speech and expression, freedom of worship, freedom
from want, and freedom from fear. These ideals inspired artists, including Norman Rockwell, to create
powerful visual representations to communicate these rights to a broader audience.

Norman Rockwell and the Four Freedoms Series
Norman Rockwell, one of America’s most beloved illustrators, was commissioned to create a series of
paintings based on Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech. Rockwell’s work was known for its accessible,
heartwarming depictions of everyday Americans, capturing the spirit of the nation with vivid realism and
emotional depth. His Four Freedoms series, published in The Saturday Evening Post in 1943, brought the
President’s vision to life with images that were both symbolic and relatable. The paintings helped
galvanize public support for the war effort and the principles the United States stood for.

Commission and Purpose
The commission for the Four Freedoms paintings was part of a larger campaign to raise funds through war
bonds and to promote national unity. Rockwell’s task was to translate abstract political ideals into images that
could resonate with ordinary citizens. His approach combined narrative storytelling with a meticulous
attention to detail, making the freedoms tangible and personal. The paintings were exhibited nationwide,
reaching millions and reinforcing the message that these rights were worth defending.

Other Paintings in the Series
Alongside Free Speech, the series includes:



Freedom of Worship: Depicting people of different faiths praying, emphasizing religious tolerance.

Freedom from Want: Illustrating a family gathered around a bountiful Thanksgiving meal,
symbolizing economic security.

Freedom from Fear: Showing parents tucking their children into bed, representing safety and peace.

Each painting complements Free Speech by representing a vital aspect of human dignity and democratic
values.

Analysis of the Free Speech Painting
Norman Rockwell’s Free Speech painting is a compelling visual narrative that captures the essence of the
right to express one’s opinions openly. The artwork depicts a working-class man standing confidently
among a crowd during a town meeting, speaking his mind while others listen attentively. This scene
reflects democratic participation at its most fundamental level—individual voices contributing to shared
governance.

Composition and Imagery
The composition centers on the speaker, who is portrayed with dignity and resolve. The surrounding
figures, representing a diverse cross-section of American society, are attentive and respectful, illustrating
the ideal of civil discourse. The setting is informal yet serious, highlighting that free speech occurs at the
grassroots level among ordinary citizens. Rockwell uses warm earth tones and realistic detail to create an
inviting, relatable atmosphere.

Symbolism and Themes
The painting’s symbolism extends beyond the immediate scene. The speaker’s elevated posture and direct
gaze symbolize courage and conviction. The attentive audience represents the responsibility of the public to
listen and engage thoughtfully. The artwork communicates that free speech is not merely about the right
to talk but about the exchange of ideas that strengthens democracy. It underscores the importance of
protecting this right as a safeguard against oppression and tyranny.

Cultural Impact and Legacy of Rockwell’s Free Speech
Since its creation, Norman Rockwell’s Free Speech has become an enduring symbol of American ideals. It
has been reproduced in various media and continues to be referenced in discussions about civil liberties and



democratic participation. The painting played a pivotal role in wartime propaganda, reinforcing national
identity and commitment to freedom. Beyond its historical context, it serves as an educational tool and a
reminder of the ongoing relevance of free speech.

Influence on American Art and Society
Rockwell’s work helped shape the visual language of American patriotism during the mid-20th century.
His accessible style and focus on everyday people made abstract principles like free speech tangible and
personal. The painting’s widespread popularity contributed to a greater public awareness of constitutional
rights and responsibilities. It also inspired other artists to explore themes of freedom and justice in their
work.

Enduring Educational Value
Free Speech is frequently used in schools and museums to teach about the First Amendment and
democratic values. Its relatable imagery aids in explaining complex legal and political concepts to diverse
audiences. The painting encourages reflection on the importance of speaking out and listening in a free
society. It remains a powerful visual reminder of the need to protect and cherish free speech as a vital
component of American democracy.

Free Speech in Contemporary Society
The principles embodied in Norman Rockwell’s Free Speech continue to resonate in today’s complex social
and political landscape. Modern challenges such as digital communication, misinformation, and debates over
hate speech have transformed how free speech is understood and regulated. Nonetheless, the core ideal
represented in Rockwell’s painting—the right of individuals to express their views openly and without
fear—remains central to democratic discourse.

Challenges and Debates
Contemporary society grapples with balancing free speech rights against concerns about harmful or false
information. The rise of social media platforms has expanded the reach of speech but also introduced new
questions about moderation and censorship. Legal frameworks continue to evolve to address these issues,
reflecting ongoing tensions between individual liberty and collective responsibility.

The Role of Art in Promoting Free Speech
Artistic representations like Rockwell’s Free Speech maintain their importance by inspiring dialogue about



civil rights and freedoms. Artists, educators, and activists use such imagery to highlight the value of open
expression and the dangers of its suppression. The continued relevance of Rockwell’s painting underscores
the power of visual art to engage and educate the public on vital societal issues.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Norman Rockwell's 'Free Speech' painting?
Norman Rockwell's 'Free Speech' painting is significant because it visually represents one of the
fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, emphasizing the
importance of the right to express one's opinions openly.

When was Norman Rockwell's 'Free Speech' painting created?
Norman Rockwell's 'Free Speech' painting was created in 1943 as part of his Four Freedoms series inspired
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt's 1941 Four Freedoms speech.

How does Norman Rockwell depict 'Free Speech' in his painting?
Rockwell depicts 'Free Speech' by showing a working-class man standing up in a town meeting,
confidently expressing his opinion while others listen attentively, symbolizing democratic participation.

What was the purpose of Norman Rockwell's Four Freedoms series
including 'Free Speech'?
The Four Freedoms series, including 'Free Speech,' was created to promote and support American war
efforts during World War II by illustrating the core democratic values Americans were fighting to protect.

Where was Norman Rockwell's 'Free Speech' originally published?
Norman Rockwell's 'Free Speech' was originally published on the cover of The Saturday Evening Post on
February 20, 1943.

How has Norman Rockwell's 'Free Speech' influenced American
culture?
Rockwell's 'Free Speech' has become an iconic image symbolizing the right to express opinions freely,
influencing American culture by reinforcing democratic ideals and inspiring discussions on civil liberties.



Is Norman Rockwell's 'Free Speech' painting displayed in a museum?
Yes, Norman Rockwell's 'Free Speech' along with the other paintings from the Four Freedoms series are
housed in various collections, including the Norman Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, Massachusetts.

What artistic style did Norman Rockwell use in 'Free Speech'?
Norman Rockwell used a realistic and illustrative style with detailed, relatable characters and scenes to
make the concept of free speech accessible and emotionally resonant to the public.

How does 'Free Speech' compare to the other paintings in the Four
Freedoms series?
'Free Speech' focuses on individual expression in a democratic setting, complementing the other paintings
which depict freedom of worship, freedom from want, and freedom from fear, together representing
universal human rights.

Why is Norman Rockwell's 'Free Speech' still relevant today?
'Free Speech' remains relevant today as it continues to remind people of the importance of protecting the
right to express diverse opinions in a democratic society amid ongoing debates about free speech and
censorship.

Additional Resources
1. Norman Rockwell and the Four Freedoms
This book explores Norman Rockwell’s iconic series of paintings inspired by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech. It delves into how Rockwell visually interpreted the ideals of freedom
of speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want, and freedom from fear. The book provides historical
context and analyzes the cultural impact of these artworks during World War II.

2. The Art of Free Speech: Norman Rockwell's Legacy
Focusing specifically on Rockwell’s interpretation of free speech, this book examines the famous painting
"Freedom of Speech" and its significance in American art and politics. It discusses Rockwell’s artistic
techniques and how he captured the essence of democratic expression. The book also highlights the
enduring relevance of free speech in contemporary society.

3. Norman Rockwell: Visualizing Democracy
This comprehensive biography and art analysis connect Rockwell’s work to broader themes of democracy
and civil liberties. It includes detailed discussions on how Rockwell’s illustrations, particularly those related
to free speech, contributed to public understanding of democratic values. The book features numerous
reproductions and critical essays.



4. Freedom of Expression in American Art: From Rockwell to Today
This anthology covers the evolution of free speech as depicted in American art, with Norman Rockwell’s
works serving as a central reference point. It traces how artists have portrayed freedom of expression in
different historical periods, including wartime and social movements. The text includes commentary from
art historians and cultural critics.

5. Norman Rockwell’s Four Freedoms: A Cultural History
Through detailed narrative and visual analysis, this book situates Rockwell’s Four Freedoms paintings
within American cultural and political history. It emphasizes the role of the "Freedom of Speech" painting
in shaping national identity and public discourse. The work also explores how these images were used in
wartime propaganda and public morale.

6. Art and Advocacy: Free Speech in the Work of Norman Rockwell
This book investigates how Rockwell’s art functioned as a form of advocacy for civil rights and free speech.
It highlights the relationship between visual storytelling and political activism in Rockwell’s career.
Readers gain insight into the ways art can influence public opinion and promote democratic ideals.

7. Speaking Freely: Norman Rockwell’s Iconic Images and the American Voice
Examining Rockwell’s ability to capture everyday Americans exercising their right to free speech, this
book celebrates the artist’s portrayal of civic engagement. It discusses the symbolism within Rockwell’s
paintings and how they reflect broader societal values. The book is richly illustrated with high-quality
reproductions of Rockwell’s work.

8. Freedom of Speech in American Visual Culture
This academic text situates Norman Rockwell’s "Freedom of Speech" within a wider framework of
American visual culture and political expression. It offers critical perspectives on how free speech has been
represented and contested through art. The book includes comparative studies of various artists and media.

9. Norman Rockwell and the Power of the Painted Word
Focusing on the intersection of art and communication, this book explores how Rockwell used imagery to
convey powerful messages about free speech and democracy. It analyzes the narrative techniques and
emotional impact of his paintings. The book also considers Rockwell’s influence on public perceptions of
freedom and citizenship.
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  free speech norman rockwell: Free Speech and Censorship Cari Lee Skogberg Eastman,
2022-02-15 This annotated document collection surveys the history and evolution of laws and
attitudes regarding free speech and censorship in the United States, with a special emphasis on
contemporary events and controversies related to the First Amendment. The United States'
collective understanding of First Amendment freedoms was formed by more than 200 years of
tensions between the power of word and the power of the government. During that time, major laws
and legal decisions defined the circumstances and degree to which personal expression could be
rightfully expressed—and rightfully limited. This struggle to define the parameters of free speech
continues today. Vibrant and passionate debates about First Amendment limitations once inspired by
the dissemination of birth control information now address such issues as kneeling during the
national anthem, removing controversial books from public libraries, attempts by the Trump
administration to discredit the press, and disseminating false or hateful information through social
media platforms. By exploring diverse examples of censorship victories and triumphs of free
expression, readers will better understand the enormous impact of First Amendment freedoms on
American society.
  free speech norman rockwell: Freeing the First Amendment David S. Allen, Robert Jensen,
1995-11 In a society that prides itself on the most expansive legal guarantees of free speech in
history, why are so many individuals and groups frustrated by the American system of freedom of
expression? As the public sphere continues to be redefined by advances in technology, and new
debates about this technology crop up daily, the time has come to move from reflexive discussions
about the value of more speech to a detailed assessment of the real power and limits of speech.Why,
this volume asks, does the First Amendment--the very document intended to ensure the freedom of
U.S. citizens--need to be freed? And from what?Long an icon in American law, politics, and
journalism, the First Amendment--and the potential and real dilemmas with which it presents
us--have only recently begun to be scrutinized. Challenging the idea that the only champions of free
speech are traditional liberal theorists who oppose alternatives to the mainstream interpretation of
the First Amendment, the contributors to this volume, among them such prominent thinkers as
Frederick Schauer, Owen Fiss, and Cass Sunstein, explore new and provocative ways to think about
freedom of expression. By reformulating traditional liberal and libertarian approaches to the First
Amendment, this volume convincingly disputes the notion that those who question an unwavering
reliance on free- and-open competition between individuals to produce free expression are
necessarily enemies of free speech. It argues instead that these alleged enemies can in fact be
champions as well.
  free speech norman rockwell: The Indispensable Right Jonathan Turley, 2025-06-03 This
book places the current attacks on the right of free speech in their proper historical, legal, and
political context. The United States was born in an age of rage and for 250 years we have
periodically lost sight of the value of free expression. The history of the struggle for free speech is
the story of extraordinary people--nonconformists who refuse to yield to abusive authority--and here
is a mosaic of vivid characters and controversies. Jonathan Turley takes readers through the figures
and failures that have shaped us and then shows the unique dangers of our current moment. The
alliance of academic, media, and corporate interests with the government's traditional wish to
control speech has put us on an almost irresistible path toward censorship. Turley reminds us that
we remain a nation grappling with the implications of free expression and with the limits of our
tolerance for the speech of others--
  free speech norman rockwell: The Levant Express Micheline R. Ishay, 2019-08-20 A
surprisingly hopeful assessment of the prospects for human rights in the Middle East, and a
blueprint for advancing them The enormous sense of optimism unleashed by the Arab Spring in 2011
soon gave way to widespread suffering and despair. Of the many popular uprisings against
autocratic regimes, Tunisia’s now stands alone as a beacon of hope for sustainable human rights
progress. Libya is a failed state; Egypt returned to military dictatorship; the Gulf States suppressed
popular protests and tightened control; and Syria and Yemen are ravaged by civil war. Challenging



the widely shared pessimism among regional experts, Micheline Ishay charts bold and realistic
pathways for human rights in a region beset by political repression, economic distress, sectarian
conflict, a refugee crisis, and violence against women. With due attention to how patterns of
revolution and counterrevolution play out in different societies and historical contexts, Ishay reveals
the progressive potential of subterranean human rights forces and offers strategies for transforming
current realities in the Middle East.
  free speech norman rockwell: Free Speech Scott Barbour, 2000 Authors debate where to
draw the line between permissible and impermissible speech and expression.
  free speech norman rockwell: We Must Not Be Afraid to Be Free Ronald K.L. Collins, Sam
Chaltain, 2010-12-30 In a stinging dissent to a 1961 Supreme Court decision that allowed the Illinois
state bar to deny admission to prospective lawyers if they refused to answer political questions,
Justice Hugo Black closed with the memorable line, We must not be afraid to be free. Black saw the
First Amendment as the foundation of American freedom--the guarantor of all other Constitutional
rights. Yet since free speech is by nature unruly, people fear it. The impulse to curb or limit it has
been a constant danger throughout American history. In We Must Not Be Afraid to Be Free, Ron
Collins and Sam Chaltain, two noted free speech scholars and activists, provide authoritative and
vivid portraits of free speech in modern America. The authors offer a series of engaging accounts of
landmark First Amendment cases, including bitterly contested cases concerning loyalty oaths, hate
speech, flag burning, student anti-war protests, and McCarthy-era prosecutions. The book also
describes the colorful people involved in each case--the judges, attorneys, and defendants--and the
issues at stake. Tracing the development of free speech rights from a more restrictive era--the early
twentieth century--through the Warren Court revolution of the 1960s and beyond, Collins and
Chaltain not only cover the history of a cherished ideal, but also explain in accessible language how
the law surrounding this ideal has changed over time. Essential for anyone interested in this most
fundamental of our rights, We Must Not Be Afraid to Be Free provides a definitive and lively account
of our First Amendment and the price courageous Americans have paid to secure them.
  free speech norman rockwell: Norman Rockwell: The Man and His Art Pasquale De Marco,
2025-04-08 Norman Rockwell: The Man and His Art is a captivating exploration of the life and work
of one of America's most beloved artists. This comprehensive book delves into Rockwell's humble
beginnings, his struggles and triumphs, and the creative process that produced his iconic paintings.
With vibrant storytelling and insightful analysis, this book brings Rockwell's world to life. Readers
will journey through his early years in New York City, where he discovered his passion for art and
honed his skills. They will witness his rise to fame as a celebrated illustrator for the Saturday
Evening Post, where his paintings became a beloved part of American culture. This book also
examines Rockwell's artistic influences, from the Old Masters to American folk art. It explores his
unique style, characterized by its realism, attention to detail, and heartwarming humor. Readers will
gain a deeper understanding of Rockwell's creative process, from his initial sketches to his
meticulous painting techniques. Beyond his artistic achievements, this book sheds light on
Rockwell's personal life and his role as a social commentator. It explores his deep love for his family,
his strong faith, and his unwavering belief in the American Dream. Readers will discover how
Rockwell's personal experiences and values influenced his art and shaped his vision of America.
Norman Rockwell: The Man and His Art is a must-read for anyone interested in American art,
history, and culture. It is a celebration of Rockwell's legacy and a testament to the power of art to
capture the essence of a nation and its people. This book is a journey through time, taking readers
back to a simpler era, when Rockwell's paintings graced the walls of homes and businesses across
America. It is a reminder of the enduring power of art to inspire, uplift, and unite people from all
walks of life. If you like this book, write a review!
  free speech norman rockwell: The Republic of Conscience Gary Hart, 2016-02-02 This book
is a meditation on the growing gap between the founding principles of the United States
Constitution and our current political landscape. Going back as early as 400 BC, the idea of a true
republic has been threatened by narrow, special interests taking precedence over the



commonwealth. The U.S. Constitution was drafted to protect against such corruption, but as this
book shows, America is nowhere near the republic it set out to be almost 250 years ago, falling to
the very misconduct it hoped to avoid.
  free speech norman rockwell: All the People Joy Hakim, 2003 Covers the period of American
history from 1945 to 1998, from the end of World War II to the Clinton administration.
  free speech norman rockwell: Freedom and Respect in Jewish Ethics Kim Treiger-Bar-Am,
2021-06-28 This book explores the norms we have and where we want to go with them. The project
began by asking people what they think is the central value in society today. The responses point to
notions of what seems “right” to people. We can move forward with these intuitions about the main
tenet of our moral lives. Respondents named values regarding freedom of the Self, and concern for
the Other. Indeed with freedom, we can respect others. And we must. People’s lives are intertwined,
and so freedom as a concept cannot be understood without taking account of this reality. The author
suggests that the value to be taken as central is the moral freedom of respect. It ought to guide us in
designing the society we want to build. The law can be a bridge towards that normative world.
Jewish ethics may illuminate the path.
  free speech norman rockwell: Regional, Critical, and Historical Approaches Peter Antes,
Armin W. Geertz, Randi R. Warne, 2008-12-19 Internationally recognized scholars from many parts
of the world provide a critical survey of recent developments and achievements in the global field of
religious studies. The work follows in the footsteps of two former publications: Classical Approaches
to the Study of Religion, edited by Jacques Waardenburg (1973), and Contemporary Approaches to
the Study of Religion, edited by Frank Whaling (1984/85). New Approaches to the Study of Religion
completes the survey of the comparative study of religion in the twentieth century by focussing on
the past two decades. Many of the chapters, however, are also pathbreaking and point the way to
future approaches.
  free speech norman rockwell: Freedom's Law Ronald Dworkin, 1999 Written by the world's
best-known political and legal theorist, Freedom's Law: The Moral Reading of the American
Constitution is a collection of essays that discuss almost all of the great constitutional issues of the
last two decades, including abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment, homosexuality, pornography,
and free speech. Professor Dworkin offers a consistently liberal view of the Constitution and argues
that fidelity to it and to law demands that judges make moral judgments. He proposes that we all
interpret the abstract language of the Constitution by reference to moral principles about political
decency and justice. His `moral reading therefore brings political morality into the heart of
constitutional law. The various chapters of this book were originally published separately and are
now drawn together to provide the reader with a rich, full-length treatment of Dworkin's general
theory of law.
  free speech norman rockwell: The Arkansas Journey ,
  free speech norman rockwell: Thomas Kinkade Alexis L. Boylan, 2011-02-17 An anthology on
American artist Thomas Kincaid, exploring his work and its impact on contemporary art as part of
the broader history of American visual culture.
  free speech norman rockwell: A Return to Common Sense Leigh McGowan, 2024-09-17 A
political book for non-political people from viral TikTok sensation PoliticsGirl. Something’s gone
wrong in the Land of the Free and the Home of the Brave. We can all feel it, but if we’re being
honest, most of us don’t understand it. At the end of the day, we don’t have all the facts, and if you
don’t know how something works, how do you fix it? A Return to Common Sense is a concise,
no-nonsense, dare we say fun, guide to how America works and a roadmap to reclaiming a
government of, by, and for the people. If we truly want to be a land of freedom and opportunity
where everyone has a shot at a good life, we must acknowledge the ideals of America are in danger,
but worth saving. We fought a revolutionary war for the idea of self-governance and pursuit of
happiness—we can’t just give up on it now. To address the crisis, Leigh McGowan offers Six
American Principles. Six ideals, rooted in history, that we can all agree make America, America. 1.
America is a land of freedom. 2. Everyone should have the opportunity to rise. 3. Every citizen



should have a vote, and that vote should count. 4. Representatives should represent the people who
elected them. 5. The law applies to all of us. 6. Government should be a force for good. Using the Six
Principles as guideposts, this book will lay out suggestions for America, to not only find its way out
of the mess it’s currently in, but to set a course for a future of which we can all be truly proud. It’s
time to find the courage to step out of our comfort zones and off our team benches to reboot
America. If we start here, we start strong. We can fix this, but the way forward starts with
understanding.
  free speech norman rockwell: Proceedings for the 98th National Convention of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States, House Document No. 105-261 , 1997
  free speech norman rockwell: Eloquence and Reason Robert L. Tsai, 2008-12-17 This
provocative book presents a theory of the First Amendment's development. It reveals the social and
institutional processes through which foundational ideas are generated and defends a cultural role
for the courts.
  free speech norman rockwell: The Law of the Land Akhil Reed Amar, 2015-04-14 From
Kennebunkport to Kauai, from the Rio Grande to the Northern Rockies, ours is a vast republic. While
we may be united under one Constitution, separate and distinct states remain, each with its own
constitution and culture. Geographic idiosyncrasies add more than just local character. Regional
understandings of law and justice have shaped and reshaped our nation throughout history.
America's Constitution, our founding and unifying document, looks slightly different in California
than it does in Kansas. In The Law of the Land, renowned legal scholar Akhil Reed Amar illustrates
how geography, federalism, and regionalism have influenced some of the biggest questions in
American constitutional law. Writing about Illinois, the land of Lincoln, Amar shows how our
sixteenth president's ideas about secession were influenced by his Midwestern upbringing and
outlook. All of today's Supreme Court justices, Amar notes, learned their law in the Northeast, and
New Yorkers of various sorts dominate the judiciary as never before. The curious Bush v. Gore
decision, Amar insists, must be assessed with careful attention to Florida law and the Florida
Constitution. The second amendment appears in a particularly interesting light, he argues, when
viewed from the perspective of Rocky Mountain cowboys and cowgirls. Propelled by Amar's
distinctively smart, lucid, and engaging prose, these essays allow general readers to see the
historical roots of, and contemporary solutions to, many important constitutional questions. The Law
of the Land illuminates our nation's history and politics, and shows how America's various local parts
fit together to form a grand federal framework.
  free speech norman rockwell: New Approaches to the Study of Religion: Regional, critical,
and historical approaches Peter Antes, Armin W. Geertz, Randi Ruth Warne, 2004 Internationally
recognized scholars from many parts of the world provide a critical survey of recent developments
and achievements in the global field of religious studies. The work follows in the footsteps of two
former publications: Classical Approaches to the Study of Religion, edited by Jacques Waardenburg
(1973), and Contemporary Approaches to the Study of Religion, edited by Frank Whaling (1984/85).
New Approaches to the Study of Religion completes the survey of the comparative study of religion
in the twentieth century by focussing on the past two decades. Many of the chapters, however, are
also pathbreaking and point the way to future approaches.
  free speech norman rockwell: Getting Schooled Garret Keizer, 2014-08-05 In this powerful,
eloquent story of his return to the classroom, a former teacher offers a rousing defense of his
beleaguered vocation Perhaps no profession is so constantly discussed, regulated, and maligned by
non-practitioners as teaching. The voices of the teachers themselves are conspicuously missing.
Defying this trend, teacher and writer Garret Keizer takes us to school—literally—in this arresting
account of his return to the same rural Vermont high school where he taught fourteen years ago.
Much has changed since then—a former student is his principal, standardized testing is the reigning
god, and smoking in the boys' room has been supplanted by texting in the boys' room. More familiar
are the effects of poverty, the exuberance of youth, and the staggering workload that technology has
done as much to increase as to lighten. Telling the story of Keizer's year in the classroom, Getting



Schooled takes us everywhere a teacher might go: from field trips to school plays to town meetings,
from a kid's eureka moment to a parent's dark night of the soul. At once fiercely critical and deeply
contemplative, Keizer exposes the obstacles that teachers face daily—and along the way takes aim at
some cherished cant: that public education is doomed, that the heroic teacher is the cure for all that
ails education, that educational reform can serve as a cheap substitute for societal reformation.
Angry, humorous, and always hopeful, Getting Schooled is as good an argument as we are likely to
hear for a substantive reassessment of our schools and those who struggle in them.
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