
free speech movement definition

free speech movement definition refers to a pivotal student protest that originated in the 1960s at the
University of California, Berkeley, advocating for the right to free speech and academic freedom on college
campuses. This movement marked a significant turning point in the history of civil liberties in the United States,
as it challenged university restrictions on political activities and expression. Understanding the free speech
movement definition involves exploring its origins, key events, participants, and lasting impact on freedom of
expression in educational institutions. Additionally, the movement's influence extended beyond campuses,
inspiring broader social and political activism during a turbulent era in American history. This article delves
into the comprehensive free speech movement definition, its historical context, significance, and legacy. The
following sections will provide an in-depth examination of the movement’s background, major milestones, and
enduring principles.
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Core Principles and Demands

Impact on Higher Education and Society

Legacy and Modern Relevance

Historical Background of the Free Speech Movement

The free speech movement definition is rooted in the political and social climate of the early 1960s, a period
marked by increasing activism and demands for civil rights. At the University of California, Berkeley, a growing
number of students began to challenge university policies that limited political expression on campus,
particularly rules that prohibited advocacy for civil rights and opposition to the Vietnam War. These
restrictions were seen as infringements on fundamental constitutional rights, especially the First Amendment.
The university administration’s enforcement of these rules sparked widespread discontent among students and
faculty alike, setting the stage for a larger movement advocating free speech and academic freedom.

Contextual Factors Leading to the Movement

The early 1960s were characterized by significant social upheaval, including the civil rights movement and
rising opposition to U.S. involvement in Vietnam. This era saw a surge in student activism nationwide, as young
people demanded greater participation in political discourse and societal change. At Berkeley, the university’s
policy banning political organizing on campus became a flashpoint. Students argued that such policies violated
their constitutional rights and stifled open debate, which was essential for academic inquiry and democratic
participation. These tensions culminated in organized protests that became the hallmark of the free speech
movement.

University Policies on Political Expression

Before the free speech movement, UC Berkeley enforced regulations that restricted student political activities
to designated off-campus areas. The administration justified these limitations as necessary for maintaining order
and preventing disruptions. However, many students perceived them as authoritarian and suppressive. The free
speech movement definition thus involves a direct challenge to these policies, emphasizing the right to engage in
political speech and organize on campus without fear of administrative retaliation.



Key Events and Figures

The free speech movement definition is closely associated with a series of landmark events and influential
individuals who shaped its trajectory. These events highlighted the determination of students to assert their
rights and the willingness of authorities to confront dissent.

Mario Savio and Leadership

Mario Savio emerged as one of the most prominent leaders of the free speech movement. His passionate speeches
and organizational skills galvanized thousands of students. Savio’s advocacy centered on the belief that
universities should be spaces for free expression and critical thinking, not bureaucratic control. His leadership
helped transform the movement from scattered protests into a cohesive campaign demanding institutional
change.

The Sproul Hall Sit-In

One of the defining moments of the free speech movement was the Sproul Hall sit-in in December 1964. Students
occupied the university’s administration building to protest the university’s ban on political activities. The sit-
in resulted in the arrest of hundreds of students, drawing national attention to the movement and intensifying
pressure on the university to reconsider its policies. This event epitomized the free speech movement definition as
a struggle for civil liberties and student rights.

Other Notable Participants

Besides Mario Savio, other key figures included Jack Weinberg, who was famously arrested for distributing
political literature, and Angela Davis, who supported the movement’s broader goals of social justice. These
individuals, among others, helped sustain momentum and broaden the movement’s appeal across diverse student
populations.

Core Principles and Demands

The free speech movement definition encapsulates a set of core principles centered on the protection of free
expression and democratic participation within academic environments. These principles challenged existing norms
and set new standards for student rights nationwide.

Freedom of Expression

At its heart, the free speech movement demanded the right of students to express political opinions freely,
without censorship or administrative interference. This included the ability to distribute literature, hold
meetings, and engage in peaceful protest on campus grounds.

Academic Freedom and Autonomy

The movement also emphasized academic freedom as essential to the university’s mission. Students and faculty
asserted that intellectual inquiry must be free from external control, including restrictions imposed by
university officials or government entities.



Democratic Governance

Another demand was for greater student participation in university decision-making processes. Activists argued
that students should have a voice in policies affecting their rights and educational experience, promoting a
more democratic campus culture.

Summary of Key Demands

Repeal of restrictions on political speech and activities on campus

Recognition of students’ First Amendment rights

Inclusion of student representatives in university governance

Protection of academic freedom for students and faculty

Impact on Higher Education and Society

The free speech movement definition extends beyond a mere description of events; it represents a catalyst for
profound change in higher education and American society. The movement’s successes influenced university
policies and inspired subsequent waves of activism.

Changes in University Policies

Following the protests and negotiations, UC Berkeley and many other institutions relaxed or eliminated bans
on political activities. The movement set a precedent for protecting students’ free speech rights, fostering more
open and inclusive campuses.

Influence on National Student Activism

The free speech movement inspired student groups across the United States to advocate for civil rights, anti-
war efforts, and other social causes. It demonstrated the power of organized, principled protest and helped
establish student activism as a formidable force in American politics.

Broader Social and Political Effects

By asserting constitutional rights in an academic context, the movement contributed to a wider discourse on
civil liberties during the 1960s. It intersected with other movements for social justice, amplifying calls for
equality and democratic participation.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

The free speech movement definition continues to hold relevance today as debates about free expression on
college campuses persist. Its legacy informs contemporary discussions about the balance between open
discourse and community standards in educational settings.



Ongoing Campus Free Speech Debates

Universities today grapple with questions about hate speech, safe spaces, and the limits of free expression. The
principles established by the free speech movement provide a foundational framework for navigating these
complex issues while respecting diverse perspectives.

Legal and Cultural Impact

The movement helped shape legal interpretations of students’ rights and influenced policies at the federal and
state levels. Culturally, it reinforced the value of dissent and dialogue as vital components of a democratic
society.

Enduring Educational Significance

Educators and administrators continue to draw lessons from the free speech movement in promoting
environments where intellectual freedom thrives. The movement’s history serves as a reminder of the importance
of vigilance in protecting civil liberties within academic institutions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Free Speech Movement?

The Free Speech Movement was a student protest that took place during the 1964-1965 academic year at the
University of California, Berkeley, advocating for the right to free speech and academic freedom on campus.

When and where did the Free Speech Movement occur?

The Free Speech Movement occurred primarily in 1964-1965 at the University of California, Berkeley.

What triggered the Free Speech Movement?

The movement was triggered by university restrictions that prohibited political activities and advocacy on
campus, especially targeting student groups who wanted to engage in civil rights and free speech advocacy.

Who were the key figures in the Free Speech Movement?

Key figures included Mario Savio, Jack Weinberg, and other student activists who organized protests and sit-
ins to demand free speech rights.

What were the main goals of the Free Speech Movement?

The main goals were to secure the right for students to engage in political speech and advocacy on campus
without university interference or censorship.

How did the Free Speech Movement impact university policies?

The movement led to the university relaxing restrictions on political speech and activities, setting a precedent
for free speech rights on college campuses nationwide.



Why is the Free Speech Movement historically significant?

It marked a pivotal moment in the 1960s civil rights and anti-war movements, inspiring broader activism and
reinforcing the importance of free speech in academic settings.

What tactics did students use during the Free Speech Movement?

Students organized sit-ins, rallies, and mass demonstrations, including a notable arrest of Jack Weinberg that
galvanized support for their cause.

How does the Free Speech Movement relate to modern free speech debates?

The movement established foundational principles for free speech on campuses, influencing ongoing discussions
about balancing free expression with community standards and safety.

Additional Resources
1. The Free Speech Movement: Coming of Age in the 1960s
This book by Mario Savio, a central figure in the Free Speech Movement, offers an insider’s perspective on the
origins and development of the movement at the University of California, Berkeley. It explores the political and
social climate of the 1960s that fueled student activism and the fight for free speech rights on campus. The
narrative captures the passion, challenges, and impact of this pivotal moment in American history.

2. Free Speech on Campus
Written by Erwin Chemerinsky and Howard Gillman, this book examines the complexities of free speech in American
universities. It addresses the historical Free Speech Movement and traces its legacy, while also discussing
contemporary debates about speech, censorship, and academic freedom. The authors provide a balanced analysis
aimed at fostering understanding of free speech principles in educational settings.

3. Voices of Dissent: The Free Speech Movement and the Rise of Student Activism
This volume compiles firsthand accounts, interviews, and essays from student activists involved in the Free
Speech Movement. It highlights the grassroots efforts to challenge university restrictions on political
expression and the broader implications for civil liberties. The book serves as both a historical record and an
inspiration for future generations of activists.

4. Protest on the Campus: The Story of the Free Speech Movement
This book provides a detailed historical overview of the Free Speech Movement, focusing on the key events,
figures, and legal battles that defined the struggle. It contextualizes the movement within the larger
framework of 1960s social upheaval and traces its influence on subsequent student protests and free speech
advocacy.

5. Free Speech and Its Discontents: The Legacy of the Free Speech Movement
This analytical work explores the lasting impact of the Free Speech Movement on American political culture
and higher education. The author discusses how the movement shaped policies on speech and protest, while also
examining ongoing tensions between free expression and institutional regulation.

6. The Campus Free Speech Debate: From Berkeley to Today
This book traces the evolution of free speech issues from the original Free Speech Movement to current
controversies on college campuses. It provides historical context, legal analysis, and case studies to
illustrate the changing landscape of speech rights in educational institutions.

7. Rebels with a Cause: The Free Speech Movement and the Politics of Dissent
Focusing on the political activism aspect of the Free Speech Movement, this book examines how student
protests challenged authority and inspired broader social change. It delves into the movement’s strategies,
leadership, and the broader political environment of the 1960s.

8. Speech Rights and Student Movements: The Free Speech Movement in Historical Perspective



This scholarly work situates the Free Speech Movement within the history of student activism and civil rights
struggles. It offers a comprehensive analysis of how free speech issues intersected with race, class, and
political ideology during the period.

9. Free Speech under Fire: The Free Speech Movement and the Battle for Campus Democracy
This book explores the contentious nature of free speech on campuses, focusing on the Free Speech Movement as
a landmark event. It discusses the legal battles, campus policies, and cultural shifts that defined the fight for
democratic expression in higher education.
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  free speech movement definition: Encyclopedia of Applied Ethics , 2012-01-10 The
Encyclopedia of Applied Ethics, Second Edition, Four Volume Set addresses both the physiological
and the psychological aspects of human behavior. Carefully crafted, well written, and thoroughly
indexed, the encyclopedia helps users - whether they are students just beginning formal study of the
broad field or specialists in a branch of psychology - understand the field and how and why humans
behave as we do. The work is an all-encompassing reference providing a comprehensive and
definitive review of the field. A broad and inclusive table of contents ensures detailed investigation
of historical and theoretical material as well as in-depth analysis of current issues. Several
disciplines may be involved in applied ethics: one branch of applied ethics, for example, bioethics, is
commonly explicated in terms of ethical, legal, social, and philosophical issues. Editor-in-Chief Ruth
Chadwick has put together a group of leading contributors ranging from philosophers to
practitioners in the particular fields in question, to academics from disciplines such as law and
economics. The 376 chapters are divided into 4 volumes, each chapter falling into a subject category
including Applied Ethics; Bioethics; Computers and Information Management; Economics/Business;
Environmental Ethics; Ethics and Politics; Legal; Medical Ethics; Philosophy/Theories; Social; and
Social/Media. Concise entries (ten pages on average) provide foundational knowledge of the field
Each article will features suggested readings pointing readers to additional sources for more
information, a list of related websites, a 5-10 word glossary and a definition paragraph, and
cross-references to related articles in the encyclopedia Newly expanded editorial board and a host of
international contributors from the US, Australia, Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Ireland,
Israel, Japan, Sweden, and the United Kingdom The 376 chapters are divided into 4 volumes, each
chapter falling into a subject category including Applied Ethics; Bioethics; Computers and
Information Management; Economics/Business; Environmental Ethics; Ethics and Politics; Legal;
Medical Ethics; Philosophy/Theories; Social; and Social/Media
  free speech movement definition: Clark Kerr's World of Higher Education Reaches the
21st Century Sheldon Rothblatt, 2012-06-23 This volume consists of original essays by academic
leaders and scholars connected to Clark Kerr’s life and work. He was arguably America’s most
significant higher education thinker and public policy analyst in the last 50 years of the 20th century
and renowned globally. However, little thoughtful attention has been devoted to assessing the whole
of his work. Some commentators misunderstand the man as well as his ideas. The California Master
Plan for Higher Education of 1960 was one of his famous undertakings, as was his part in shaping
the multi-campus University of California towards global eminence. He coined the word
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“multiversity” to describe what he called the “uses” of the university, but began to think it had
become much too “multi”. Some of his most important work was as director of the Carnegie
Commission on Higher Education and the Carnegie Council on Policy Studies in Higher Education,
which laid the foundation for sophisticated policy-making. The contributors honor the achievements
of a remarkable man and provide portraits of him, but of equal importance are their critical
discussions of the sources of his thinking, his attempts to balance access and merit in mass higher
education circumstances, the policy issues that he confronted and the success of their resolution.
For many of the contributors, Kerr’s work is the starting point for understanding policy issues in
varying regional and national contexts. Often thought to be a social scientist eager to keep abreast
of trends, Kerr was actually au fond a moralist and surprisingly old-fashioned in his personal values.
  free speech movement definition: We All Want to Change the World Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar, Raymond Obstfeld, 2025-05-13 A sweeping look back at the protest movements that
changed America from activist and NBA legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, with personal and historical
insights into lessons they can teach us today “A compelling case for standing up for justice at a time
when everything, it seems, is on the line.”—Henry Louis Gates, Jr. For many, it can feel like change
takes too long, and it might seem that we have not moved very far. But political activist Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar believes that public protest is a vital part of affecting change, even if that change
doesn’t come “right now.” In We All Want to Change the World, he examines the activism of people
of all ages, ethnicities, and socio-economic backgrounds that helped change America, documenting
events from the Free Speech Movement through the movement for civil rights, the fight for women’s
and LGBTQ rights, and, of course, the protests against the Vietnam War. At a time in our history
when we are witnessing protests across campuses, within the labor movement, and following the
killing of George Floyd, Abdul-Jabbar reminds us that protests are a lifeblood of our history: “Protest
movements, even peaceful ones, are never popular at first. . . . But there is a reason protest
gatherings have been so frequent throughout history: They are effective. The United States exists
because of them.” Part history lesson and part personal reminiscences of his own activism, We All
Want to Change the World will resonate with anyone who recognizes the need for social change and
is willing to do the work to make it happen.
  free speech movement definition: God's Prescription for Mental Health and Religion E.
Rae Harcum, 2010-07-15 The central proposition of God's Prescription for Mental Health and
Religion is that the highway to mental health of individuals and of society is God's prescription of
selfless devotion and service to others. Mental health does not refer to the absence of mental
disturbance, but rather to feelings of happiness and well-being. This message represents an
integration of psychological and religious thinking, both of which say that personal peace and
happiness come to those who devote their lives to serving others, instead of those who focus their
lives on a search for personal pleasure. This proposition is supported by rigorous psychological
research showing that people who believe in a loving and supportive God do, in fact, enjoy better
mental health. This thesis is also supported by the insightful advice of many experts and
commentators on social problems, and by specific quotations from the Bible. So, smile if you truly
believe your religion.
  free speech movement definition: Processing Public Speaking A. Kanu, D.A.; S. Durham,
M.A., 2014-04-01 Processing Public Speaking covers all the traditional topics and offers much more,
including chapters on public speaking traditions, public speaking as communication process,
processing the introductory speech, processing technology in public speaking, processing listening,
oral interpretation, analyzing audiences, organizing and outlining speeches, persuasive speaking,
and debating, processing verbal communication, processing nonverbal communication, and delivery,
impromptu speaking and ethics. As an invaluable resource Processing Public Speaking allows
readers to access practical information that describes the production and consumption of
presentations in technical, humanities, and social science, business, and education courses. The
approaches in this text include tailoring public messages by identifying what the audience wants and
needs with adaptation to cultural differences with focus on the public speaking heritage of rhetorical



discourse.
  free speech movement definition: The Politics of NGOs in Indonesia Bob S. Hadiwinata,
2003-08-29 This book deals with two major issues: how Indonesian NGOs survived under Suharto's
authoritarian rule; and how NGOs contributed to the promotion of democracy in the post-Suharto
era. If NGOs are to change from 'development' to 'movement' in democratic post-Suharto Indonesia,
they must adjust not only their management and working style, but also their very ideology. This
comprehensive study will be an important book for scholars interested in Asian studies, Indonesian
politics and development studies.
  free speech movement definition: Freedom's Orator Robert Cohen, 2009-08-27 Here is the
first biography of Mario Savio, the brilliant leader of Berkeley's Free Speech Movement, the largest
and most disruptive student rebellion in American history. Drawing upon previously unavailable
Savio papers, as well as oral histories from friends and fellow movement leaders, Freedom's Orator
illuminates Mario's egalitarian leadership style, his remarkable eloquence, and the many ways he
embodied the idealism of the 1960s. The book also narrates, for the first time, his second phase of
activism and includes a generous selection of Savio's speeches.
  free speech movement definition: Collective Violence James F., Jr. Short, Marvin E.
Wolfgang, 2017-07-12 Collective violence has played an important role throughout American history,
though we have typically denied it. But it is not enough to repress violence or to suppress our
knowledge of it. We must understand the phenomenon, and to do this, we must learn what violent
groups are trying to say. Th at some choose violence tells us something about the perpetrators,
inevitably, about ourselves and the society we have built.
  free speech movement definition: The Institutes of Biblical Law Vol. 1 R. J. Rushdoony,
2009-11-16 To attempt to study Scripture without studying its law is to deny it. To attempt to
understand Western civilization apart from the impact of Biblical law within it and upon it is to seek
a fictitious history and to reject twenty centuries and their progress. The Institutes of Biblical Law
has as its purpose a reversal of the present trend. it is called Institutes in the older meaning of the
that word, i.e., fundamental principles, here of law, because it is intended as a beginning, as an
instituting consideration of that law which must govern society, and which shall govern society
under God. To understand Biblical law, it is necessary to understand also certain basic
characteristics of that law. In it, certain broad premises or principles are declared. These are
declarations of basic law. The Ten Commandments give us such declarations. A second
characteristics of Biblical law, is that the major portion of the law is case law, i.e., the illustration of
the basic principle in terms of specific cases. These specific cases are often illustrations of the extent
of the application of the law; that is, by citing a minimal type of case, the necessary jurisdictions of
the law are revealed. The law, then, asserts principles and cites cases to develop the implications of
those principles, with is purpose and direction the restitution of God's order.
  free speech movement definition: Political Violence in America Lori Cox Han, Tomislav
Han, 2022-03-29 This multivolume encyclopedia surveys America's long and troubled history of
political violence from the colonial era to the present, with a particular emphasis on factors driving
political violence and intimidation in the United States in the 21st century. Americans like to think of
their nation as one grounded in high-minded democratic ideals and peaceful transitions of power. In
reality, though, American politics has been heavily laced with expressions of violence and
intimidation since the nation's very inception, which saw a campaign of violent rebellion against
British rule. Since then, America has endured the deaths of four presidents from assassination; a
four-year civil war; racist attacks on civil rights activists and ordinary citizens; deadly clashes
between protesting citizens and law enforcement; sustained campaigns of violence against
marginalized populations seeking greater political or economic equality; politically motivated mass
shootings; and, on January 6, 2021, the shocking spectacle of a politically motivated mob attack on
the U.S. Capitol. How and why did these events transpire? What were the root causes? What factors
are driving political violence and intimidation in America today? And are there changes that we
could make to our country's political discourse that would reduce such outbreaks of bloodshed? This



authoritative multivolume encyclopedia provides answers to all these questions and more.
  free speech movement definition: The Mind of the Censor and the Eye of the Beholder Robert
Corn-Revere, 2021-10-20 Beginning in the nineteenth century with Anthony Comstock, America's
'censor in chief,' The Mind of the Censor and the Eye of the Beholder explores how censors operate
and why they wore out their welcome in society at large. This book explains how the same tactics
were tried and eventually failed in the twentieth century, with efforts to censor music, comic books,
television, and other forms of popular entertainment. The historic examples illustrate not just the
mindset and tactics of censors, but why they are the ultimate counterculture warriors and why, in
free societies, censors never occupy the moral high ground. This book is for anyone who wants to
know more about why freedom of speech is important and how protections for free expression
became part of the American identity.
  free speech movement definition: Frontiers in Social Movement Theory Assoc Professor
Carol McClurg Mueller, 1992-01-01 Scholars in the area of social action present new theories about
this process, fashioning a social psychology of social movements that goes beyond theories currently
in use.
  free speech movement definition: The Damndest Radical Roger A. Bruns, 2001 Roger A.
Bruns's immensely entertaining biography, now available in paperback, throws a spotlight on a
colorful, influential, but long-obscured Chicago character. This is the true story of Ben Reitman, ally
of hobos, personal physician to scores of Al Capone's prostitutes, author, womanizer, founder of
Chicago's Hobo College, and longtime lover of Emma Goldman.
  free speech movement definition: Body/Politics Mary Jacobus, Evelyn Fox Keller, Sally
Shuttleworth, 2013-02-01 Body/Politics demonstrates how many of the controversies in modern
science involve or invoke the feminine body as their battleground. This groundbreaking collection
addresses such scientific issues as artificial fertilization, the crisis in childbirth management,and the
medical invention of female maladies and the debates surrounding them. In the process it makes an
important attempt to remedy the traditional division between science and non-science by focusing
on the interconnection of literary, social, and scientific discourses concerning the female body. The
editors have brought together noted feminist scholars and critics from various fields. Contributers
include Susan Bordo, Mary Ann Doane, Donna Haraway, Emily Martin, Mary Poovey and Paula A.
Treichler.
  free speech movement definition: The Sixties Peter Stine, 1995 John Lewis's experiences with
SNCC or Rosellen Brown's at Tougaloo College are moral light years removed from P.J. O'Rourke's
hilarious encounter with the Balto Cong in Baltimore. It requires mind expansion to imagine Peter
Najarian's first exposure to the counterculture in San Francisco as contemporaneous with Richard
Currey's initiation into killing in Vietnam.
  free speech movement definition: Giving a voice to the Oppressed? Agnès Arp, Annette Leo,
Franka Maubach, 2019-12-16 Due to its internationality and interdisciplinarity, the International
Oral History Association (IOHA), which was founded in the late 1970's, is one-of-a-kind in the
academic landscape. Driven by the desire to democratize historical scholarship, its members wanted
to give a voice to groups such as women, workers, migrants, or victims of political dictatorships who
had not been heard up to that point. The contributions deal with the academic approaches and the
political convictions of the previous generation.
  free speech movement definition: Coed Revolution Chelsea Szendi Schieder, 2021-01-22 In
the 1960s, a new generation of university-educated youth in Japan challenged forms of capitalism
and the state. In Coed Revolution Chelsea Szendi Schieder recounts the crucial stories of Japanese
women's participation in these protest movements led by the New Left through the early 1970s.
Women were involved in contentious politics to an unprecedented degree, but they and their
concerns were frequently marginalized by men in the movement and the mass media, and the
movement at large is often memorialized as male and masculine. Drawing on stories of individual
women, Schieder outlines how the media and other activists portrayed these women as icons of
vulnerability and victims of violence, making women central to discourses about legitimate forms of



postwar political expression. Schieder disentangles the gendered patterns that obscured radical
women's voices to construct a feminist genealogy of the Japanese New Left, demonstrating that
student activism in 1960s Japan cannot be understood without considering the experiences and
representations of these women.
  free speech movement definition: Mediatized Conflict Cottle, Simon, 2006-05-01 We live in
times that generate diverse conflicts; we also live in times when conflicts are increasingly played out
and performed in the media. Mediatized Conflict explores the powered dynamics, contested
representations and consequences of media conflict reporting. It examines how the media today do
not simply report or represent diverse situations of conflict, but actively 'enact' and 'perform' them.
This important book brings together the latest research findings and theoretical discussions to
develop an encompassing, multidimensional and sophisticated understanding of the social
complexities, political dynamics and cultural forms of mediatized conflicts in the world today. Case
studies include: Anti-war protests and anti-globalization demonstrations Mediatized public crises
centering on issues of 'race' and racism War journalism and peace journalism Risk society and the
environment The politics of outrage and terror spectacle post 9/11 Identity politics and cultural
recognition This is essential reading for Media Studies students and all those interested in
understanding how, why, and with what impacts media report on diverse conflicts in the world
today.
  free speech movement definition: Unlearning Liberty Greg Lukianoff, 2014-03-11 For over
a generation, shocking cases of censorship at America’s colleges and universities have taught
students the wrong lessons about living in a free society. Drawing on a decade of experience battling
for freedom of speech on campus, First Amendment lawyer Greg Lukianoff reveals how higher
education fails to teach students to become critical thinkers: by stifling open debate, our campuses
are supercharging ideological divisions, promoting groupthink, and encouraging an unscholarly
certainty about complex issues. Lukianoff walks readers through the life of a modern-day college
student, from orientation to the end of freshman year. Through this lens, he describes startling
violations of free speech rights: a student in Indiana punished for publicly reading a book, a student
in Georgia expelled for a pro-environment collage he posted on Facebook, students at Yale banned
from putting an F. Scott Fitzgerald quote on a T shirt, and students across the country corralled into
tiny “free speech zones” when they wanted to express their views. But Lukianoff goes further,
demonstrating how this culture of censorship is bleeding into the larger society. As he explores
public controversies involving Juan Williams, Rush Limbaugh, Bill Maher, Richard Dawkins, Larry
Summers—even Dave Barry and Jon Stewart—Lukianoff paints a stark picture of our ability as a
nation to discuss important issues rationally. Unlearning Liberty: Campus Censorship and the End of
American Debate illuminates how intolerance for dissent and debate on today’s campus threatens
the freedom of every citizen and makes us all just a little bit dumber.
  free speech movement definition: Rethinking the New Left V. Gosse, 2016-03-21 Gosse, one
of the foremost historians of the American postwar left, has crafted an engaging and concise
synthetic history of the varied movements and organizations that have been placed under the broad
umbrella known as the New Left. As one reader notes, gosse 'has accomplished something difficult
and rare, if not altogether unique, in providing a studied and moving account of the full array of
protest movements - from civil rights and Black Power, to student and antiwar protest, to women's
and gay liberation, to Native American, Asian American, and Puerto Rican activism - that defined the
American sixties as an era of powerfully transformative rebellions...His is a 'big-tent' view that shows
just how rich and varied 1960s protest was.' In contrast to most other accounts of this subject, the
SDS and white male radicals are taken out of the center of the story and placed more toward its
margins. A prestigious project from a highly respected historian, The New Left in the United States,
1955-1975 will be a must-read for anyone interested in American politics of the postwar era.
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