
freedom of speech essay

freedom of speech essay explores the essential human right that allows individuals to
express their opinions without fear of censorship or retaliation. This fundamental freedom
is a cornerstone of democratic societies, enabling open dialogue, the exchange of ideas,
and the pursuit of truth. Understanding the scope and limitations of freedom of speech is
crucial in balancing individual rights with social responsibilities. This essay delves into the
historical background, legal frameworks, and contemporary challenges surrounding
freedom of speech. Additionally, it examines the role of this right in modern society, its
implications on politics and media, and the ethical considerations involved. The following
sections provide an in-depth analysis of these aspects, offering a comprehensive view of
freedom of speech.

Historical Background of Freedom of Speech

Legal Frameworks Governing Freedom of Speech

Limitations and Challenges of Freedom of Speech

Freedom of Speech in Modern Society

Ethical Considerations and Responsibilities

Historical Background of Freedom of Speech
The concept of freedom of speech has evolved over centuries, rooted in the struggle for
individual rights and democratic governance. Early civilizations had varying degrees of
tolerance for free expression, often limited by authoritarian rule or religious authority. The
Enlightenment era marked a significant turning point, emphasizing reason, individual
liberty, and the importance of free discourse. Philosophers such as John Locke and
Voltaire advocated for the protection of speech as a natural right essential to human
dignity and societal progress. The establishment of freedom of speech in legal documents,
such as the First Amendment of the United States Constitution, codified this right, shaping
its modern interpretation.

Origins in Ancient and Medieval Times
In ancient Greece and Rome, public discourse was fundamental to civic life, yet speech
was often regulated to maintain social order. In medieval Europe, free speech was
suppressed under monarchies and the Church, with dissent frequently punished. Despite
these restrictions, early thinkers laid the groundwork for future freedoms by questioning
authority and promoting individual conscience.



The Enlightenment and Legal Recognition
The Enlightenment period fostered a philosophical foundation for freedom of expression,
highlighting its role in enlightenment and progress. Legal recognition followed with
documents like the English Bill of Rights (1689) and the American Bill of Rights (1791),
which explicitly protected speech from government infringement, setting precedents for
modern democracies.

Legal Frameworks Governing Freedom of Speech
Freedom of speech is protected under various constitutional and international laws,
defining its scope and application. These legal frameworks ensure that individuals can
express opinions, criticisms, and ideas without undue interference. However, they also
outline specific limitations to prevent harm and maintain public order. Understanding
these laws is vital to appreciating how freedom of speech operates within different
jurisdictions and legal systems.

The First Amendment in the United States
The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is a primary legal safeguard for freedom of
speech. It prohibits Congress from making laws that abridge the freedom of speech or of
the press. Over time, judicial interpretations have refined its application, balancing speech
protections with concerns such as national security and public safety. Landmark Supreme
Court cases have shaped the boundaries of permissible speech, including considerations of
hate speech, obscenity, and incitement to violence.

International Human Rights Instruments
Internationally, freedom of speech is recognized in documents like the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
These instruments encourage nations to uphold free expression while respecting
limitations necessary for respect of others’ rights and public order. Different countries
implement these principles according to their legal traditions and cultural contexts.

Limitations and Challenges of Freedom of Speech
While freedom of speech is a fundamental right, it is not absolute. Various limitations exist
to prevent speech that can cause significant harm or disrupt social harmony. The
challenge lies in defining the boundaries without undermining the core value of free
expression. This section explores the types of restrictions and the ongoing debates
regarding their justification and enforcement.



Hate Speech and Incitement
Speech that promotes hatred or violence against individuals or groups based on race,
religion, ethnicity, or other characteristics is often restricted to protect vulnerable
populations and prevent societal harm. Legal systems struggle to balance these
restrictions with the right to free expression, as overly broad limitations may suppress
legitimate dissent or unpopular opinions.

Defamation, Obscenity, and National Security
Defamation laws protect individuals from false statements that damage reputations, while
obscenity regulations address content deemed offensive or inappropriate. Additionally,
governments may limit speech that threatens national security, such as revealing
classified information or encouraging terrorism. These restrictions require careful scrutiny
to avoid misuse as tools of censorship.

Challenges in the Digital Age
The rise of the internet and social media platforms has transformed the landscape of free
speech. The rapid dissemination of information, anonymity, and global reach raise
complex issues regarding misinformation, cyberbullying, and platform regulation.
Balancing freedom of speech with the prevention of online harms presents ongoing legal
and ethical challenges.

Freedom of Speech in Modern Society
In contemporary society, freedom of speech plays a vital role in politics, media, education,
and social movements. It empowers individuals to participate in democratic processes,
advocate for change, and hold authorities accountable. However, the exercise of this right
is influenced by cultural norms, technological developments, and political climates.

Role in Democracy and Political Discourse
Free speech underpins democratic governance by enabling open debate, criticism of
government actions, and informed decision-making by the electorate. It fosters
transparency and accountability, allowing citizens to challenge policies and promote
diverse viewpoints.

Media and Freedom of Expression
The media serves as a crucial platform for free speech, disseminating information and
facilitating public discussion. Press freedom is essential to uncovering truths, exposing
corruption, and representing marginalized voices. However, media outlets also face
pressures from political interests, censorship, and economic constraints.



Social Movements and Advocacy
Freedom of speech empowers social movements to raise awareness, mobilize support, and
influence change. From civil rights to environmental activism, the ability to communicate
ideas freely is fundamental to social progress. Nonetheless, activists may encounter
suppression or legal challenges, reflecting ongoing tensions between expression and
authority.

Ethical Considerations and Responsibilities
Exercising freedom of speech entails ethical responsibilities to respect others' rights,
promote truthful discourse, and avoid harm. This section discusses the moral dimensions
of free expression and the importance of fostering a respectful and informed public
dialogue.

Respecting Diversity and Avoiding Harm
Ethical free speech acknowledges the diversity of audiences and the potential impact of
words. It discourages speech that incites hatred, violence, or discrimination, promoting
instead a culture of respect and inclusivity.

Truthfulness and Accountability
Honest communication is a cornerstone of ethical speech. Spreading misinformation or
falsehoods undermines trust and can cause significant societal harm. Individuals and
institutions bear responsibility for verifying information and correcting errors.

Balancing Rights and Social Good
Freedom of speech must be balanced with other rights and the collective welfare. Ethical
considerations involve navigating conflicts between free expression and privacy, security,
or public order, striving for solutions that uphold fundamental freedoms while protecting
individuals and communities.

Freedom of speech is a foundational right essential to democratic societies.

Historical developments and legal frameworks define its scope and limitations.

Challenges include hate speech, misinformation, and digital communication issues.

Modern society relies on free speech for political, media, and social engagement.

Ethical responsibilities promote respectful, truthful, and balanced expression.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the importance of freedom of speech in a
democratic society?
Freedom of speech is crucial in a democratic society because it allows individuals to
express their opinions, participate in public debate, and hold those in power accountable.
It fosters diversity of thought and supports the functioning of a healthy democracy.

How can freedom of speech be balanced with the need
to prevent hate speech?
Balancing freedom of speech with preventing hate speech involves creating laws that
prohibit speech inciting violence or discrimination while protecting the right to express
unpopular opinions. It requires careful regulation to avoid censorship while safeguarding
vulnerable groups.

What are some common limitations placed on freedom
of speech?
Common limitations on freedom of speech include restrictions against inciting violence,
hate speech, defamation, obscenity, and speech that threatens national security. These
limitations are intended to protect public order and individual rights.

How has freedom of speech evolved with the rise of
social media platforms?
With social media, freedom of speech has expanded in reach but also faces new challenges
such as misinformation, cyberbullying, and content moderation. Platforms often balance
free expression with community standards and legal obligations.

What role does freedom of speech play in academic
essays and research?
In academic essays and research, freedom of speech allows scholars to explore ideas,
challenge existing theories, and present diverse viewpoints without fear of censorship. It
encourages intellectual growth and innovation.

Can freedom of speech be considered an absolute right?
Freedom of speech is not considered an absolute right because it can be limited to protect
other rights and societal interests. Legal systems typically impose reasonable restrictions
to prevent harm while preserving free expression.



How can writing an essay on freedom of speech help
students understand their rights?
Writing an essay on freedom of speech helps students research and reflect on the concept,
its significance, and its limitations. This process deepens their understanding of their
rights and responsibilities as members of society.

Additional Resources
1. Freedom of Speech: A Philosophical Enquiry
This book explores the foundational principles behind the right to free speech, examining
its moral and legal justifications. It delves into the tensions between freedom of expression
and societal restrictions, providing a nuanced analysis of when limits may be justified. The
author draws on historical and contemporary cases to illustrate key arguments.

2. Unfettered Speech: The Battle for Free Expression in Modern Society
Focusing on contemporary challenges, this book discusses how freedom of speech is
tested by digital media, political correctness, and social movements. It addresses the
balance between protecting speech and preventing harm, considering legal and ethical
perspectives. Case studies highlight ongoing debates in various countries.

3. The First Amendment and Its Limits
This comprehensive guide examines the legal framework surrounding freedom of speech
in the United States, particularly through the lens of the First Amendment. It covers
landmark Supreme Court cases and their implications for free expression. The book also
discusses controversial areas such as hate speech, obscenity, and national security.

4. Speech and Society: Essays on Freedom, Censorship, and Democracy
A collection of essays by various scholars, this volume explores the relationship between
free speech and democratic governance. Topics include censorship, media freedom, and
the role of dissent in political life. The essays offer diverse viewpoints on the challenges of
maintaining open dialogue in pluralistic societies.

5. Voices Unbound: The Global Struggle for Freedom of Expression
This book provides a global perspective on freedom of speech, highlighting struggles in
authoritarian regimes and emerging democracies. It combines personal narratives with
legal analysis to show how people worldwide fight for their right to be heard. The author
emphasizes the importance of international human rights protections.

6. Hate Speech and Free Speech: Navigating the Legal and Ethical Minefield
Addressing the contentious issue of hate speech, this book investigates the fine line
between protecting free expression and preventing harm. It discusses various legal
approaches and philosophical arguments regarding hate speech regulation. The text
encourages critical reflection on societal values and the consequences of speech
restrictions.

7. Free Speech on Campus: Balancing Rights and Responsibilities
This book explores the challenges universities face in upholding freedom of speech while
ensuring an inclusive environment. It examines recent controversies involving speakers,



protests, and speech codes. The author offers recommendations for fostering open
dialogue without compromising respect and safety.

8. The Marketplace of Ideas: Free Speech and Its Critics
Focusing on the metaphor of the marketplace of ideas, this work analyzes the theory that
free expression leads to truth and progress. It critically assesses the strengths and
limitations of this concept in practice. The book also explores alternative models for
understanding and protecting speech in democratic societies.

9. Digital Speech: Freedom and Censorship in the Internet Age
This text investigates how the internet has transformed freedom of speech, creating new
opportunities and challenges. It discusses censorship, misinformation, and platform
regulation in the digital era. The author considers how traditional free speech principles
apply online and what new frameworks might be necessary.
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  freedom of speech essay: Freedom of Speech Larry. J Alexander, 2018-05-08 This title was
first published in 2000. This text presents a two-volume collection of theoretical articles on the topic
of freedom of speech. The articles have all been written since the early 1970s. The first volume
begins with an encyclopaedia entry, functioning as an overview of the topic, and further articles deal
with justificatory theories of freedom of speech, the scope of the First Amendment, the value of free
speech, communication control in law and society, and what kinds of acts raise freedom of speech
concerns. The second volume turns to doctrinal theories, examining insults, incitements and
governmental subsidies. Areas addressed include distinctions between content regulations, Robert
Post's concepts of the public forum and public discourse and their bearing on free speech doctrine,
and the significant arena for free speech controversies in the future.
  freedom of speech essay: Freedom of Speech Eric Barendt, 2005-08-11 Fully revised and
updated, this title examines topical issues such as free speech and freedom of the press, as well as
considering other important developments and legislation.
  freedom of speech essay: Freedom of Speech Elizabeth Powers, 2011-09-16 The essays in this
volume portray the debates concerning freedom of speech in eighteenth-century France and Britain
as well as in Austria, Denmark, Russia, and Spain and its American territories. Representing the
views of both moderate and radical eighteenth-century thinkers, these essays by eminent scholars
discover that twenty-fi rst-century controversies regarding the extent of permissible speech have
their origins in the eighteenth century. The economic integration of Europe and its offshoots over
the past three centuries into a distinctive cultural product, “the West,” has given rise to a
triumphant Enlightenment narrative of universalism and tolerance that masks these divisions and
the disparate national contributions to freedom of speech and other liberal rights.
  freedom of speech essay: Freedom of Speech: Volume 21, Part 2 Ellen Frankel Paul, Fred D.
Miller, Jr, Jeffrey Paul, 2004-07-05 Whether free speech is defended as a fundamental right that
inheres in each individual, or as a guarantee that all of society's members will have a voice in
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democratic decision-making, the central role of expressive freedom in liberating the human spirit is
undeniable. Freedom of expression will, as the essays in this volume illuminate, encounter new and
continuing controversies in the twenty-first century. Advances in digital technology raise pressing
questions regarding freedom of speech and, with it, intellectual property and privacy rights.
Campaign finance reform limits the formerly sacrosanct category of 'political speech'. Expressive
liberties may face their greatest challenge from government efforts to thwart terrorism. The twelve
legal scholars and philosophers whose work appears in this volume examine the history of free
speech doctrine, its relevance to other social and personal values, and the radical critiques it has
withstood in recent years.
  freedom of speech essay: Freedom of Expression Stephen A. Smith, 2018 The texts in this
volume represent earlier contributions to the ongoing conversation about the meaning of the
freedom of speech, and of the press, collected and selected to help the reader situate and
understand what has gone on before and to advance the contemporary argument in a more informed
way.--Introduction, page v.
  freedom of speech essay: Free Speech Theory Paul Wragg, 2025-05-29 Do free speech rights
apply against private actors? Free Speech Theory challenges contemporary thought on this issue. It
champions free speech not for its contribution to epistemic advance or informed democratic
participation, but as a product of individuality, located in a system of freedom from state control.
This has wide-ranging implications for rights-claims directed against private actors concerning
online, workplace, and public-interest based forms of speech. This innovative, rigorously researched,
and comprehensive restatement of free speech principle is both topical and important. It has
significance for policy makers, practitioners, and commentators around the world.
  freedom of speech essay: Free Speech and Democracy in Ancient Athens Arlene W.
Saxonhouse, 2005-12-19 This book illuminates the distinctive character of our modern
understanding of the basis and value of free speech by contrasting it with the very different form of
free speech that was practised by the ancient Athenians in their democratic regime. Free speech in
the ancient democracy was not a protected right but an expression of the freedom from hierarchy,
awe, reverence and shame. It was thus an essential ingredient of the egalitarianism of that regime.
That freedom was challenged by the consequences of the rejection of shame (aidos) which had
served as a cohesive force within the polity. Through readings of Socrates's trial, Greek tragedy and
comedy, Thucydides's History, and Plato's Protagoras this volume explores the paradoxical
connections between free speech, democracy, shame, and Socratic philosophy and Thucydidean
history as practices of uncovering.
  freedom of speech essay: Freedom of Speech: Doctrine Larry Alexander, 2000 Law Review,
46, pp. 81-115.
  freedom of speech essay: Loose Sallies Essays Daniel J. Kornstein, 2014-01-23 Loose Sallies is
a new collection of essays from an experienced writer who also happens to be a full time practicing
lawyer. In this stimulating and provocative volume, Daniel J. Kornstein turns his searching eye and
fluent pen to a number of topics of interest to all of us. The first group of essays contains Kornstein's
original thoughts on the drafting of the U.S. Constitution, a subject that affects us every day. Next
he explores the most treasured part of our Constitution: our precious civil liberties. From there the
author describes some interesting personalities and their lives. The final section is a miscellany of
essays on subjects as varied as: the similarities between politics and litigation, whether private
schools should be abolished, Bill Clinton and the draft, anti semitism in New York and London, and
Steve Jobs and Ayn Rand. All in all, Loose Sallies is a virtuoso performance, a tour de force, by one
of our finest essayists.
  freedom of speech essay: Free Speech Nigel Warburton, 2009-02-26 'I disapprove of what you
say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it' This slogan, attributed to Voltaire, is
frequently quoted by defenders of free speech. Yet it is rare to find anyone prepared to defend all
expression in every circumstance, especially if the views expressed incite violence. So where do the
limits lie? What is the real value of free speech? Here, Nigel Warburton offers a concise guide to



important questions facing modern society about the value and limits of free speech: Where should a
civilized society draw the line? Should we be free to offend other people's religion? Are there good
grounds for censoring pornography? Has the Internet changed everything? This Very Short
Introduction is a thought-provoking, accessible, and up-to-date examination of the liberal assumption
that free speech is worth preserving at any cost. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
  freedom of speech essay: Free Speech Alan Haworth, 2012-09-10 Free Speech is a
philosophical treatment of a topic which is of immense importance to all of us. Writing with great
clarity, wit, and genuine concern, Alan Haworth situates the main arguments for free speech by
tracing their relationship to contemporary debates in politics and political philosophy, and their
historical roots to earlier controversies over religious toleration. Free Speech will appeal to anyone
with an interest in philosophy, politics and current affairs.
  freedom of speech essay: What Is Free Speech? Fara Dabhoiwala, 2025-08-05 Fara
Dabhoiwala argues that free speech, though a central democratic value, owes its origin and
evolution less to high-minded ideals than to venal interests. Shaped by greed, technological change,
and the insoluble challenges of slander and falsehood, free speech is inherently contradictory—both
a basis of liberty and a weapon of the powerful.
  freedom of speech essay: In Defense of Free Speech in Universities Amy T.Y. Lai, 2023-09-26
In this book, Amy Lai examines the current free speech crisis in Western universities. She studies
the origin, history, and importance of freedom of speech in the university setting, and addresses the
relevance and pitfalls of political correctness and microaggressions on campuses, where laws on
harassment, discrimination, and hate speech are already in place, along with other concepts that
have gained currency in the free speech debate, including deplatforming, trigger warning, and safe
space. Looking at numerous free speech disputes in the United Kingdom, the United States, and
Canada, the book argues for the equal application of the free speech principle to all expressions to
facilitate respectful debates. All in all, it affirms that the right to free expression is a natural right
essential to the pursuit of truth, democratic governance, and self-development, and this right is
nowhere more important than in the university.
  freedom of speech essay: Freedom of Expression in a Diverse World Deirdre Golash,
2010-07-01 The essays in this volume consider issues at the intersection of freedom of expression
and racial, cultural, and gender diversity. The claims of those whose cultures and beliefs differ from
our own are no longer the exclusive province of diplomats, as the Danish newspaper that published
cartoons ridiculing Mohammed quickly learned. Negotiating the claims of freedom of expression as
they come into open conflict with a wide diversity of viewpoints, both domestically and
internationally, has become an increasingly complex task. The present volume seeks both to provide
fresh insight into the philosophical grounds for limiting government restriction of expression and to
address current tensions between freedom of expression and pluralism. The suppression of ideas by
government is no doubt as old as government itself. Ideas help to keep governments in power, and
opposing ideas can help them to lose it. As well, through most of the history of the world, the belief
that some know b- ter than others what is true, what is right, and what is valuable has been
sufficiently widespread to make it seem natural for those betters to dictate for the rest what they
should believe. Just as clerics did not hesitate to dictate to their congregations, Christians did not
hesitate to impose their beliefs on non-Christians in order to save their souls.
  freedom of speech essay: Freedom of Artistic Expression Paul Kearns, 2013-10-10 This book
presents a unique and comprehensive examination of the human and moral rights of artists. In what
is arguably the first exhaustive book-length account of artists' rights, Paul Kearns explores the
problems associated with censorship, both from philosophical and legal perspectives, and focuses on
the various ways in which the morality of art is legally regulated in different jurisdictions. In relation



to human rights, English, French and American law, the law of the European Convention on Human
Rights, European Union law and public international law are all closely scrutinised to discover the
extent to which they offer protection for artistic freedom. The author also examines domestic and
international law in respect of artists' moral rights, the law of copyright and related laws. In short,
the book provides an original, and sometimes controversial, analysis of persistent concerns
regarding the legal regulation of the arts universally, doctrinally and theoretically, and seeks to offer
an holistic treatment which will appeal to art lawyers, artists and those interested in the future of
the arts.
  freedom of speech essay: Free Speech On Trial Richard A. Parker, 2003-07-21 Describes
landmark free speech decisions of the Supreme Court while highlighting the issues of language,
rhetoric, and communication that underlie them. At the intersection of communication and First
Amendment law reside two significant questions: What is the speech we ought to protect, and why
should we protect it? The 20 scholars of legal communication whose essays are gathered in this
volume propose various answers to these questions, but their essays share an abiding concern with a
constitutional guarantee of free speech and its symbiotic relationship with communication practices.
Free Speech on Trial fills a gap between textbooks that summarize First Amendment law and books
that analyze case law and legal theory. These essays explore questions regarding the significance of
unregulated speech in a marketplace of goods and ideas, the limits of offensive language and
obscenity as expression, the power of symbols, and consequences of restraint prior to publication
versus the subsequent punishment of sources. As one example, Craig Smith cites Buckley vs. Valeo
to examine how the context of corruption in the 1974 elections shaped the Court's view of the
constitutionality of campaign contributions and expenditures. Collectively, the essays in this volume
suggest that the life of free speech law is communication. The contributors reveal how the Court's
free speech opinions constitute discursive performances that fashion, deconstruct, and reformulate
the contours and parameters of the Constitution’s guarantee of free expression and that, ultimately,
reconstitute our government, our culture, and our society.
  freedom of speech essay: Legal Visions of the 21st Century: Essays in Honour of Judge
Christopher Weeramantry Antony Anghie, Garry Sturgess, 2023-12-11 Legal Visions of the 21st
Century honours Judge Christopher Weeramantry by carefully culling a range of contributions to
explore the broad themes that have been the subject of Judge Weeramantry s career. Judge
Weeramantry has written distinguished books on Roman Dutch Law, Jurisprudence, the relationship
between Law and Science, International Law and International Human Rights Law. The coverage of
Legal Visions of the 21st Century includes: - Jurisprudence and Comparative Law; - Human Rights
and Bioethics; - Judging and the Judiciary; - fascinating aspects of general International Law and the
International Court of Justice; and - 'appreciations' - the final selection of the volume, which conveys
an idea of the role Judge Weeramantry played in the offices he held prior to his appointment to the
International Court of Justice. In the manner of a true legal discussion, the essays reflect a variety of
opinions, including those that oppose the views of the honoree. Anyone interested in current
intellectual challenges in international law will want to read and re-read every section of this
compelling work.
  freedom of speech essay: Freedom of Speech in the United States Thomas L. Tedford, Dale
Herbeck, 2001 This work covers the development of freedom of speech from Athens, through Rome,
to England and the United States. It contains an up-to-date treatment of defamation and privacy,
obscenity, commercial speech, prior retraint, free press/fair trial, copyright and broadcasting, and
media access.
  freedom of speech essay: It's Not Free Speech Michael Bérubé, Jennifer Ruth, 2022-04-26
How far does the idea of academic freedom extend to professors in an era of racial reckoning? The
protests of summer 2020, which were ignited by the murder of George Floyd, led to long-overdue
reassessments of the legacy of racism and white supremacy in both American academe and cultural
life more generally. But while universities have been willing to rename some buildings and schools
or grapple with their role in the slave trade, no one has yet asked the most uncomfortable question:



Does academic freedom extend to racist professors? It's Not Free Speech considers the ideal of
academic freedom in the wake of the activism inspired by outrageous police brutality, white
supremacy, and the #MeToo movement. Arguing that academic freedom must be rigorously
distinguished from freedom of speech, Michael Bérubé and Jennifer Ruth take aim at explicit
defenses of colonialism and theories of white supremacy—theories that have no intellectual
legitimacy whatsoever. Approaching this question from two angles—one, the question of when a
professor's intramural or extramural speech calls into question his or her fitness to serve, and two,
the question of how to manage the simmering tension between the academic freedom of faculty and
the antidiscrimination initiatives of campus offices of diversity, equity, and inclusion—they argue
that the democracy-destroying potential of social media makes it very difficult to uphold the
traditional liberal view that the best remedy for hate speech is more speech. In recent years, those
with traditional liberal ideals have had very limited effectiveness in responding to the resurgence of
white supremacism in American life. It is time, Bérubé and Ruth write, to ask whether that
resurgence requires us to rethink the parameters and practices of academic freedom. Touching as
well on contingent faculty, whose speech is often inadequately protected, It's Not Free Speech
insists that we reimagine shared governance to augment both academic freedom and
antidiscrimination initiatives on campuses. Faculty across the nation can develop protocols that
account for both the new realities—from the rise of social media to the decline of tenure—and the
old realities of long-standing inequities and abuses that the classic liberal conception of academic
freedom did nothing to address. This book will resonate for anyone who has followed debates over
#MeToo, Black Lives Matter, Critical Race Theory, and cancel culture; more specifically, it should
have a major impact on many facets of academic life, from the classroom to faculty senates to the
office of the general counsel.
  freedom of speech essay: Free Speech Beyond Words Mark V. Tushnet, Alan K. Chen, Joseph
Blocher, 2020-02-15 A look at First Amendment coverage of music, non-representational art, and
nonsense The Supreme Court has unanimously held that Jackson Pollock’s paintings, Arnold
Schöenberg’s music, and Lewis Carroll’s poem “Jabberwocky” are “unquestionably shielded” by the
First Amendment. Nonrepresentational art, instrumental music, and nonsense: all receive
constitutional coverage under an amendment protecting “the freedom of speech,” even though none
involves what we typically think of as speech—the use of words to convey meaning. As a legal
matter, the Court’s conclusion is clearly correct, but its premises are murky, and they raise difficult
questions about the possibilities and limitations of law and expression. Nonrepresentational art,
instrumental music, and nonsense do not employ language in any traditional sense, and sometimes
do not even involve the transmission of articulable ideas. How, then, can they be treated as “speech”
for constitutional purposes? What does the difficulty of that question suggest for First Amendment
law and theory? And can law resolve such inquiries without relying on aesthetics, ethics, and
philosophy? Comprehensive and compelling, this book represents a sustained effort to account,
constitutionally, for these modes of “speech.” While it is firmly centered in debates about First
Amendment issues, it addresses them in a novel way, using subject matter that is uniquely well
suited to the task, and whose constitutional salience has been under-explored. Drawing on existing
legal doctrine, aesthetics, and analytical philosophy, three celebrated law scholars show us how and
why speech beyond words should be fundamental to our understanding of the First Amendment.
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