free printable communication boards

free printable communication boards serve as essential tools for individuals with speech and
language difficulties, providing a visual method to express needs, thoughts, and emotions. These
boards are widely used in educational settings, therapy sessions, and at home to support
communication for people with autism, cerebral palsy, stroke, or other conditions affecting speech.
Offering a cost-effective and accessible alternative, free printable communication boards can be
customized to meet individual needs. This article explores the benefits, types, and practical uses of
these boards, along with tips on how to create and effectively implement them. Additionally, the
article discusses where to find quality free printable communication boards and how to adapt them
for various communication requirements. The following sections provide an in-depth look at the most
relevant aspects of free printable communication boards.

e Benefits of Free Printable Communication Boards

e Types of Communication Boards

e How to Use Free Printable Communication Boards Effectively
¢ Creating Customized Communication Boards

e Where to Find Free Printable Communication Boards

Benefits of Free Printable Communication Boards

Free printable communication boards offer numerous benefits for individuals who experience
challenges with verbal communication. They enhance independence and facilitate interaction by
providing visual cues and symbols that represent common words, phrases, and needs. These boards
also reduce frustration and behavioral issues by enabling clearer expression and understanding.

Cost-Effectiveness and Accessibility

One of the primary advantages of free printable communication boards is their cost-effectiveness.
Since they are available at no charge, families, educators, and therapists can access a wide variety
of boards without financial burden. This accessibility allows for immediate use and easy replacement
or modification as needed.

Supports a Wide Range of Communication Needs

Printable communication boards can be tailored to suit different levels of communication ability,
from simple picture-based boards for beginners to more complex boards incorporating text and
symbols for advanced users. This flexibility makes them suitable for various age groups and



diagnoses.

Facilitates Learning and Social Interaction

Using communication boards encourages language development and cognitive skills by promoting
symbol recognition and vocabulary building. They also facilitate social interaction by enabling users
to participate more fully in conversations and activities within their communities.

Types of Communication Boards

Communication boards come in diverse formats, each designed to meet specific communication
goals and user needs. Understanding these types helps in selecting the most appropriate board for
an individual’s unique requirements.

Picture-Based Communication Boards

These boards use images and symbols to represent common words, actions, or objects. They are
particularly effective for non-verbal individuals or those with limited literacy skills. Picture-based
boards often include symbols like food items, emotions, daily activities, and basic needs.

Text-Based Communication Boards

Designed for users who can read and write, text-based boards feature words or phrases arranged in
categories such as greetings, questions, or commands. These boards support users with mild speech
impairments or those learning to regain communication skills after injury or illness.

Hybrid Communication Boards

Combining both pictures and text, hybrid boards provide a comprehensive communication tool. They
cater to users transitioning between symbol recognition and literacy, enhancing understanding and
expression by pairing images with corresponding words.

Topic-Specific Communication Boards

Some communication boards are specialized for particular environments or activities, such as
school, medical settings, or daily routines. These boards contain vocabulary relevant to the context,
ensuring more effective and meaningful communication.

How to Use Free Printable Communication Boards



Effectively

Simply having access to free printable communication boards is not enough; effective
implementation is crucial for maximizing their benefits. Proper strategies can improve user
engagement and communication success.

Introducing the Board to the User

Familiarize the user with the communication board gradually, starting with simple symbols or words
and demonstrating how to use them to express needs. Repetition and encouragement are key to
building confidence and skill.

Incorporating Boards into Daily Routines

Integrate the communication board into everyday activities such as mealtime, play, or therapy
sessions. Consistent use in real-life scenarios reinforces learning and helps users apply the board
naturally.

Training Caregivers and Educators

Ensure that all individuals involved in the user’s care understand how to use the communication
board effectively. Training caregivers, teachers, and therapists promotes consistency and supports
the user’s communication development.

Monitoring Progress and Adjusting Boards

Regularly assess the user’s communication abilities and preferences. Modify the communication
board by adding new vocabulary or simplifying content to match evolving needs and abilities.

Creating Customized Communication Boards

Customization allows communication boards to address specific vocabulary and communication
goals, making them more relevant and effective for the user.

Assessing Individual Communication Needs

Begin by evaluating the user’s language skills, cognitive abilities, and daily communication
requirements. This assessment guides the selection of symbols, words, and board layout that best
suit the individual.



Selecting Appropriate Symbols and Vocabulary

Choose clear, easily recognizable symbols that match the user’s preferences and cultural context.
Include vocabulary related to daily activities, emotions, social interactions, and any specialized
topics relevant to the user.

Designing User-Friendly Layouts

Organize the communication board logically with grouped categories and sufficient spacing between
items. Use large, high-contrast images and text for ease of viewing and selection.

Utilizing Software and Templates

Many free resources and software tools are available to create printable communication boards.
These allow for drag-and-drop symbol placement, text addition, and customization of colors and sizes
to enhance usability.

Where to Find Free Printable Communication Boards

Access to quality free printable communication boards is vital for widespread use and benefit.
Numerous organizations and platforms provide downloadable boards tailored to various needs.

Educational and Therapy Websites

Several educational and speech therapy websites offer free printable communication boards
designed by experts. These resources often include boards for different age groups, languages, and
communication levels.

Nonprofit Organizations

Nonprofit groups focused on speech and language disorders frequently distribute free
communication boards as part of their commitment to supporting individuals with communication
challenges.

Online Communities and Forums

Parent and professional forums provide a wealth of shared resources, including free printable
communication boards created and recommended by users. These community-sourced materials can
be highly practical and user-tested.



Public Libraries and Schools

Many public libraries and educational institutions offer printed materials or digital downloads of
communication boards as part of their special education and support services.

Key Features to Look for in Free Communication Boards

e Clear, high-quality images or symbols

e Appropriate vocabulary for the user’s age and needs
e Customizable formats for personalization

e Simple, intuitive layout and design

 Printable in various sizes for different settings

Frequently Asked Questions

What are free printable communication boards?

Free printable communication boards are customizable tools that feature symbols, pictures, or
words to help individuals with speech or communication difficulties express themselves. They can be
printed at home and used as an assistive communication aid.

Who can benefit from using free printable communication
boards?

Individuals with speech impairments, autism, developmental disabilities, aphasia, or those
recovering from strokes can benefit from using free printable communication boards to enhance
their ability to communicate effectively.

Where can I find free printable communication boards?

Free printable communication boards can be found on various websites dedicated to speech therapy,
special education, or assistive technology, such as Boardmaker, Do2Learn, or Communication
Disabilities Access Canada.

How do I customize a free printable communication board?

Many free printable communication boards come in editable formats like PDFs or Word documents,
allowing you to add or remove symbols, change text, or adjust the layout to better suit the user's
needs before printing.



What types of symbols are commonly used on communication
boards?

Common symbols include pictures of people, emotions, daily activities, common objects, and basic
needs like food, drink, and bathroom, often using PCS (Picture Communication Symbols) or other
standardized icon sets.

Can free printable communication boards be used for children
and adults?

Yes, free printable communication boards can be designed and adapted for both children and adults,
depending on their communication needs, cognitive levels, and interests.

Are there digital versions of free printable communication
boards?

Yes, many free printable communication boards also have digital counterparts or apps that allow
users to interact with the board on tablets or computers, providing more flexibility and accessibility.

Additional Resources

1. Communication Boards Made Easy: A Practical Guide for Caregivers and Educators

This book offers step-by-step instructions for creating and using free printable communication
boards tailored to various needs. It provides templates and customization tips to help caregivers and
educators support non-verbal individuals. The guide emphasizes simplicity and effectiveness, making
communication boards accessible to all.

2. Free Printable AAC Boards: Enhancing Communication for Nonverbal Individuals

Focused on augmentative and alternative communication (AAC), this book compiles a wide array of
printable boards designed for different ages and abilities. It covers essential vocabulary and symbol
choices to improve interaction. Readers will find practical advice on printing, laminating, and
adapting boards for personal use.

3. The Ultimate Guide to Custom Communication Boards

Ideal for therapists and families, this book explores how to design custom communication boards
using free printable resources. It discusses selecting appropriate symbols and organizing boards for
ease of use. The book also includes case studies demonstrating successful communication board
implementations.

4. Printable Communication Boards for Autism Spectrum Support

This resource addresses the unique communication challenges faced by individuals on the autism
spectrum. It provides free printable boards designed to reduce frustration and improve social
interaction. Strategies for integrating boards into daily routines and educational settings are also
covered.

5. DIY Communication Boards: Free Printables and Creative Ideas
A hands-on guide for making personalized communication boards using free printable templates.
The book encourages creativity and adaptability, offering ideas for themed boards and interactive



layouts. It is perfect for parents, teachers, and speech therapists seeking affordable solutions.

6. Communication Boards for Seniors: Printable Tools to Enhance Interaction

Tailored to the elderly population, this book presents printable communication boards addressing
common age-related speech and cognitive challenges. It includes boards for medical settings, daily
activities, and emotional expression. Practical tips help caregivers incorporate these tools smoothly
into care routines.

7. Essential Vocabulary for Communication Boards: A Printable Resource

This book compiles essential vocabulary sets optimized for printable communication boards across
various contexts. It guides readers on selecting words and symbols that maximize comprehension
and usability. The resource supports quick customization for specific communication needs.

8. Free Printable Communication Boards for Early Childhood Development

Designed for young children, this book features colorful and engaging printable communication
boards that support language development. It offers advice on introducing boards to toddlers and
preschoolers to foster early communication skills. The book also discusses integrating boards into
play and learning activities.

9. Technology and Printable Communication Boards: Bridging the Gap

Exploring the intersection of low-tech printable boards and high-tech communication devices, this
book provides strategies for blending these tools. It highlights how free printable communication
boards can complement digital AAC tools. Educational professionals and families will benefit from
the practical integration tips offered.
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free printable communication boards: Patient-Provider Communication Sarah W. Blackstone,
David R. Beukelman, Kathryn M. Yorkston, 2015-04-30 Patient-Provider Communication: Roles for
Speech-Language Pathologists and Other Health Care Professionals presents timely information
regarding effective patient-centered communication across a variety of health care settings.
Speech-language pathologists, who serve the communication needs of children and adults, as well as
professionals from medical and allied health fields will benefit from this valuable resource. This text
is particularly relevant because of changes in health care law and policy. It focuses on value-based
care, patient engagement, and positive patient experiences that produce better outcomes. Authors
describe evidence-based strategies that support communication vulnerable patients, including
individuals who have difficulty speaking, hearing, understanding, seeing, reading, and writing, as
well as patients whose challenges reflect limited health literacy, and/or differences in language,
culture, religion, sexual orientation, and so on. Topics addressed include patient-provider
communication in medical education, emergency and disaster scenarios, doctor's offices and clinics,
adult and pediatric acute care settings, rehabilitation, long-term residential care, and
hospice/palliative care situations. The editors are recognized internationally for their work in the
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field of communication disorders and have been active in the area of patient-provider
communication for many years. Patient-Provider Communication is a must-have resource for
speech-language pathologists and other health care providers at the forefront of quality
patient-centered care.

free printable communication boards: Assistive Technology from Adapted Equipment to
Inclusive Environments Laura Burzagli, Andrea Como, Anna-Liisa Salminen, 2009-08-15 The concept
of Assistive Technology is moving away from adopting the most appropriate devices to overcome the
limitations of users, to the designing and setting up of total environments in which people can live,
supported by suitable services and additional support devices integrated within the environment.
These two perspectives are deeply intertwined, both from technological and social points of view,
and the relationship between them currently represent the primary challenge for the field of
Assistive Technology. This publication covers the proceedings of the 10th European Conference of
the Association for the Advancement of Assistive Technology in Europe (http://www.aaate.net), the
organisation which stimulates the advancement of assistive technology for the benefit of people with
disabilities, including elderly people. This conference seeks to bridge the gap between these two
complementary approaches, providing an opportunity to clarify differences and common points, and
better define future direction. Topics covered by the conference include: technological innovation in
assistive technology; the need for multidisciplinary approaches; equipment interconnectivity and
compatibility; cultural aspects and the acceptance of different approaches; and the role of Europe in
building inclusion competence worldwide. Disability results not only from a person’s intrinsic
attributes but also from the context in which they live. This publication is a significant contribution
to the advancement of inclusion for people living with a disability everywhere.

free printable communication boards: Augmentative and Assistive Communication with
Children Lesley Mayne, Sharon Rogers, 2020-05-21 This practical resource is designed to help the
families and professionals who support children who use augmentative and assistive communication
(AAC) to interact with the world around them. The research-based Hear Me into Voice protocol,
presented at the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Annual Convention in 2018, the
California Speech-Language Hearing Association Annual Convention in 2017, and the International
Society for Augmentative and Alternative Communication Conference in 2016, provides
communication partners with a functional knowledge of the child’s communication skills and
provides a practical intervention plan to carry forward. Through this protocol and intervention plan,
communication partners can engage with the child’s personal voice, through their varying
multimodal forms of communication; the child is given the space to grow into a competent and
confident communicator. Key features include: Photocopiable and downloadable resources, including
the Hear Me into Voice protocol, an AAC report shell template, an AAC report teaching template,
and tools including how to make a communication wallet, and a Let’s Chat communication partner
tip card template. Guidance for offering AAC intervention sessions, including an intervention plan
supported by case studies Practical activities that can be used to engage children with complex
communication profiles Engaging and easy to follow, this resource is not only essential for
professionals and students looking to support children with complex language needs, but also
families looking to understand their child’s unique communication style.

free printable communication boards: Disability Studies and the Inclusive Classroom Susan
Baglieri, 2022-12-22 Disability Studies and the Inclusive Classroom integrates knowledge and
practice from the fields of disability studies and special education to provide readers with a
comprehensive understanding of inclusive education. Now in its third edition, this critical volume
has been revised and updated to include expanded discussion of disability models and contemporary
perspectives on disability. Each chapter features a dilemma to capture the complexities of the field
of educational practice to inspire critical thinking and contemplation of inclusive education.

free printable communication boards: Technology for Communication and Cognitive
Treatment Joan L. Green, 2007

free printable communication boards: MacUser, 1997-06



free printable communication boards: The Software Encyclopedia 2000 Bowker Editorial
Staff, 2000-05

free printable communication boards: Effective Sustainability Communication for Music
Festivals and Other Mega-Events. Find Out how to Green the Crowd Franziska Hillmer, 2016-05
Festivals are an important part of the music event industry, especially for young adults. But
compared to the beginnings, their meanings have changed: Attendees want to celebrate without any
compromises. However, today mankind is confronted with the greatest sustainability challenges,
which are not satisfactorily tackled. Still, with a rising awareness of these issues, companies’
interest in including sustainability issues in their communications strategy has increased. This study
attempts to explore how a Sustainability Communication (SC) concept needs to be designed to reach
fans of music festivals and influence them towards a more sustainable behaviour. For that purpose,
it deals with sustainability management, background information about SC and the attendees’ needs.
Moreover, it shows rays of hope for this issue in the festival landscape. Afterwards the results of a
survey conducted among festival fans (more than 750 participants), examining their attitude
regarding sustainability issues, were assessed. This study aims to equip the reader with a thorough
knowledge of the potential of Sustainability Communication within and through festivals, as well as
give an insight into how a SC strategy must consider the needs of fans to realize a more sustainable
event.

free printable communication boards: The Software Encyclopedia , 1997

free printable communication boards: Conference proceedings. ICT for language learning.
10th Edition Pixel, 2017-10-23

free printable communication boards: Thomas Register , 2004

free printable communication boards: The Book of Poo Amanda Smigielski, 2024-09-25
You've helped your child learn about the world and achieve new skills, and now you’'re ready to take
on toilet learning for “number two.” You're now on a superhero journey, especially if you're raising a
child with special needs. In The Book of Poo, author Amanda Smigielski offers a self-help manual for
those seeking to enable the development of toilet independence, with a focus on youngsters outside
the mainstream. Using the author’s personal experiences as a parent to a child with Down
syndrome, this manual addresses the following areas: * getting started on your Poo in the Toilet
campaign (PIT campaign); ¢ diet, gut, and psychology; ¢ development expectations and patterns;
communication and cognitive development; ¢ toilet specific teaching; and ¢ mediation including
timings and actions. With a section of support materials with diagrams, The Book of Poo is designed
to assist toilet trainers: parents, carers and other professionals. It focuses on those learners with a
range of conditions such as Down syndrome, ASD, and PDA who find the process of developing new
skills challenging, particularly around sensory issues. These tried and tested approaches hone the
carer’s observational methods and emotional skills, enabling better understanding of the learner’s
needs and how to give the most appropriate support.

free printable communication boards: Curious about George Rae Lynn Schwartz-DuPre,
2021-11-15 In 1940, Hans Augusto Rey and Margret Rey built two bikes, packed what they could,
and fled wartime Paris. Among the possessions they escaped with was a manuscript that would later
become one of the most celebrated books in children’s literature—Curious George. Since his debut
in 1941, the mischievous icon has only grown in popularity. After being captured in Africa by the
Man in the Yellow Hat and taken to live in the big city’s zoo, Curious George became a symbol of
curiosity, adventure, and exploration. In Curious about George: Curious George, Cultural Icons,
Colonialism, and US Exceptionalism, author Rae Lynn Schwartz-DuPre argues that the beloved
character also performs within a narrative of racism, colonialism, and heroism. Using theories of
colonial and rhetorical studies to explain why cultural icons like Curious George are able to avoid
criticism, Schwartz-DuPre investigates the ways these characters operate as capacious figures,
embodying and circulating the narratives that construct them, and effectively argues that discourses
about George provide a rich training ground for children to learn US citizenship and become
innocent supporters of colonial American exceptionalism. By drawing on postcolonial theory,



children’s criticisms, science and technology studies, and nostalgia, Schwartz-DuPre’s critical
reading explains the dismissal of the monkey’s 1941 abduction from Africa and enslavement in the
US, described in the first book, by illuminating two powerful roles he currently holds: essential
STEM ambassador at a time when science and technology is central to global competitiveness and as
a World War II refugee who offers a “deficient” version of the Holocaust while performing model US
immigrant. Curious George’s twin heroic roles highlight racist science and an Americanized
Holocaust narrative. By situating George as a representation of enslaved Africans and Holocaust
refugees, Curious about George illuminates the danger of contemporary zero-sum identity politics,
the colonization of marginalized identities, and racist knowledge production. Importantly, it
demonstrates the ways in which popular culture can be harnessed both to promote colonial
benevolence and to present possibilities for resistance.

free printable communication boards: Thomas Register of American Manufacturers ,
2002 This basic source for identification of U.S. manufacturers is arranged by product in a large
multi-volume set. Includes: Products & services, Company profiles and Catalog file.

free printable communication boards: Chemical Abstracts , 2002

free printable communication boards: Thomas Register of American Manufacturers and
Thomas Register Catalog File , 2002 Vols. for 1970-71 includes manufacturers' catalogs.

free printable communication boards: InfoWorld , 1986-02-17 InfoWorld is targeted to
Senior IT professionals. Content is segmented into Channels and Topic Centers. InfoWorld also
celebrates people, companies, and projects.

free printable communication boards: LexisNexis Corporate Affiliations , 2007

free printable communication boards: Official Gazette of the United States Patent and
Trademark Office , 1996
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