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free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians are essential resources for professionals
seeking to maintain certification, enhance their skills, and stay updated with the latest developments in
pharmacy practice. With the increasing demand for qualified pharmacy technicians, continuous learning
plays a critical role in career advancement and compliance with state and national regulations. These
courses provide convenient access to a wide range of topics, including pharmacology, medication safety,
regulatory updates, and patient care techniques. This article explores the best free online continuing
education courses for pharmacy technicians, highlighting their benefits, providers, and how to choose the
right programs. In addition, it covers the accreditation standards and tips for maximizing the value of these
courses. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of available opportunities to fulfill continuing
education requirements effectively.
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Benefits of Free Online Continuing Education for Pharmacy
Technicians
Engaging in free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians offers numerous advantages
that support professional growth and compliance with industry standards. These benefits include flexibility,
accessibility, and cost-effectiveness, making it easier for pharmacy technicians to stay current without the
burden of expensive tuition or travel.



Flexibility and Convenience
Online courses provide pharmacy technicians the ability to learn at their own pace and schedule. This
flexibility is particularly important for those balancing work shifts and personal commitments. Many
courses allow participants to access materials 24/7 and complete modules according to their availability.

Cost Savings
Free online continuing education courses eliminate financial barriers that often restrict access to quality
professional development. Pharmacy technicians can acquire essential knowledge and maintain their
certifications without incurring fees, which is especially valuable for those in entry-level positions or
working in smaller pharmacies.

Wide Range of Topics
These courses cover diverse topics relevant to pharmacy technicians, including drug interactions, pharmacy
law, patient safety, and emerging pharmaceutical technologies. The variety ensures that learners can select
courses tailored to their specific interests and career needs.

Top Providers of Free Online Continuing Education Courses
Several reputable organizations and platforms offer free online continuing education courses for pharmacy
technicians. These providers ensure that courses meet industry standards and provide valuable content for
professional development.

Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB)
The PTCB is a leading authority in the certification of pharmacy technicians and offers free continuing
education modules that are approved for certification renewal. Their courses focus on compliance, safety,
and best practices in pharmacy operations.

American Pharmacists Association (APhA)
APhA provides a selection of free online courses and webinars that cover various aspects of pharmacy
technician roles. These courses emphasize clinical knowledge, patient communication, and regulatory
updates.



Medscape Pharmacy Continuing Education
Medscape offers a range of free continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians, including
pharmacology updates and medication management topics. The platform is known for its user-friendly
interface and evidence-based content.

Community Pharmacy Foundations
Some community pharmacy chains and foundations provide complimentary continuing education
opportunities as part of their commitment to workforce development. These courses often include practical
skills training and compliance education.

Types of Courses Available for Pharmacy Technicians
Free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians encompass various formats and subject
areas, enabling technicians to enhance their expertise comprehensively.

Pharmacology and Drug Information
Courses in this category focus on understanding drug classifications, mechanisms of action, side effects, and
interactions. Mastery of pharmacology fundamentals is critical for safe medication dispensing and patient
counseling.

Pharmacy Law and Ethics
These courses educate pharmacy technicians about legal regulations, ethical considerations, and compliance
requirements in pharmacy practice. Staying informed about laws such as HIPAA and DEA regulations
helps avoid legal pitfalls.

Medication Safety and Error Prevention
Topics include strategies to reduce dispensing errors, safe handling of medications, and quality assurance
protocols. These courses aim to improve patient safety outcomes and minimize adverse events.

Technology and Automation in Pharmacy
Training on emerging pharmacy technologies, such as automated dispensing systems and electronic health



records, equips technicians to work efficiently in modern pharmacy settings.

Patient Communication and Counseling
Effective communication skills are essential for pharmacy technicians to support pharmacists and interact
with patients. Courses cover techniques for clear patient education and handling sensitive information.

Accreditation and Certification Considerations
When selecting free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians, accreditation is a crucial
factor to ensure the courses fulfill certification renewal requirements.

Accreditation Bodies
Look for courses accredited by recognized organizations such as the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy
Education (ACPE) or approved by state boards of pharmacy. Accredited courses guarantee content quality
and acceptance for certification maintenance.

Certification Renewal Requirements
Pharmacy technicians must often complete a specified number of continuing education hours within a
renewal cycle. Understanding the requirements set by certifying bodies like the PTCB or the National
Healthcareer Association (NHA) ensures that completed courses count toward these mandates.

How to Choose the Right Continuing Education Courses
Selecting appropriate free online continuing education courses involves evaluating multiple criteria to align
with professional goals and certification needs.

Relevance to Job Role
Choose courses that address current responsibilities or areas where skill enhancement is desired. Relevant
courses provide immediate practical benefits and support career advancement.



Course Content Quality
Review course outlines, instructor qualifications, and user feedback to assess content accuracy and depth.
High-quality courses foster meaningful learning experiences.

Course Format and Duration
Consider whether the course format matches preferred learning styles, such as video lectures, interactive
quizzes, or reading materials. Also, evaluate if the course duration fits within available time constraints.

Certification and Credit Availability
Ensure the course offers certificates or continuing education credits that are recognized by certification
boards and state authorities.

Tips for Successfully Completing Online Courses
Maximizing the benefits of free online continuing education courses requires effective study habits and
strategic planning.

Set a Schedule: Allocate specific times for coursework to maintain consistency and momentum.

Create a Learning Environment: Choose a quiet, comfortable space free from distractions to enhance
focus.

Take Notes: Document key points to reinforce understanding and facilitate review.

Engage with Course Material: Participate in quizzes, discussions, and interactive elements to deepen
comprehension.

Verify Completion and Credit: Keep track of certificates and ensure credits are properly recorded for
certification renewal.

Frequently Asked Questions



Are there free online continuing education courses available for
pharmacy technicians?
Yes, there are numerous free online continuing education courses available for pharmacy technicians
offered by accredited providers and organizations.

Where can pharmacy technicians find free online continuing education
courses?
Pharmacy technicians can find free online continuing education courses on websites like Pharmacy Times,
Medscape, and the American Pharmacists Association (APhA).

Do free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians
count towards certification renewal?
Many free online continuing education courses are accredited and count towards certification renewal, but
it's important to verify that the course is approved by the relevant certifying body like PTCB or NHA.

What topics are covered in free online continuing education courses for
pharmacy technicians?
Topics often include medication safety, pharmacy law, drug interactions, patient communication, and
pharmacy technology updates.

How can pharmacy technicians ensure the quality of free online
continuing education courses?
Pharmacy technicians should look for courses offered by accredited organizations, check for certification or
CE accreditation, and read reviews or testimonials before enrolling.

Are there any time limits or deadlines to complete free continuing
education courses for pharmacy technicians online?
Yes, many free continuing education courses have specific timeframes for completion and may require
finishing the course within a set period to receive credit.

Additional Resources
1. Pharmacy Technician’s Guide to Continuing Education
This comprehensive guide explores various free and accessible online continuing education resources



specifically tailored for pharmacy technicians. It offers practical advice on how to select the best courses to
enhance professional skills and maintain certification. The book also covers strategies for balancing work and
study time effectively.

2. Essentials of Online Learning for Pharmacy Technicians
Focusing on the fundamentals of online education, this book provides pharmacy technicians with the tools
to navigate free continuing education platforms successfully. It highlights key courses available through
reputable organizations and explains how to maximize learning outcomes. Readers will find tips on
utilizing digital tools and staying motivated throughout their studies.

3. Continuing Education Pathways for Pharmacy Technicians
This title outlines various continuing education pathways that pharmacy technicians can pursue through
free online courses. It discusses the importance of lifelong learning in the pharmacy field and details course
options that cover topics such as pharmacology updates, medication safety, and regulatory compliance. The
book also provides guidance on documenting completed CE credits.

4. Mastering Pharmacy Technician Skills via Free Online Courses
Designed to help pharmacy technicians upgrade their competencies, this book reviews numerous free
online courses that focus on essential pharmacy technician skills. It emphasizes interactive learning methods
and real-world applications of course content. Additionally, it offers recommendations for reputable
platforms offering quality CE courses.

5. Pharmacy Technician Continuing Education: A Digital Approach
This book dives into the digital transformation of continuing education for pharmacy technicians,
showcasing the benefits of online courses. It provides a curated list of free CE courses and explains how
these programs can keep technicians up-to-date with industry standards and innovations. The book also
addresses common challenges faced during online learning.

6. Free Online CE for Pharmacy Technicians: Course Catalog and Review
Serving as a catalog, this book compiles a variety of free online continuing education courses available to
pharmacy technicians. Each course is reviewed in terms of content quality, duration, and relevance to
certification requirements. This resource is ideal for technicians seeking to find credible and cost-effective
learning options.

7. Building Pharmacy Technician Expertise Through Online CE
This text emphasizes the role of continuous education in building specialized expertise for pharmacy
technicians. It highlights free online courses that focus on advanced topics such as compounding, drug
interactions, and patient communication. The book also outlines steps to integrate online learning into a
career development plan.

8. Effective Continuing Education Strategies for Pharmacy Technicians
Focusing on learning strategies, this book helps pharmacy technicians optimize their continuing education
efforts through free online resources. It covers time management, goal setting, and techniques for retaining



information learned through digital courses. The book includes case studies demonstrating successful CE
journeys.

9. Advancing Your Pharmacy Technician Career with Free Online Education
This motivational guide encourages pharmacy technicians to take advantage of free online continuing
education to advance their careers. It details how ongoing learning can open doors to new job opportunities
and certifications. The book also offers advice on selecting courses that align with individual career goals
and industry trends.
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  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Mosby's Pharmacy
Technician - E-Book Elsevier Inc, 2014-12-25 Completely revised and rebuilt to correspond to the
latest Pharmacy Technician industry standards, Mosby's Pharmacy Technician: Principles and
Practice, 4th Edition includes all the information on pharmacy practice, anatomy and physiology,
math calculation, and pharmacology you need to prepare for a successful career as a Pharmacy
Technician. This approachable text includes new chapters on Medication Safety and Error
Prevention and Communication and Role of the Technician with the Customer/Patient, along with
new information on the latest pharmacy laws, HIPAA, USP 797, and much more. With its clear
writing, expert insight, and engaging study tools, you will be able to develop a better understanding
of the complex pharmaceutical content you need to pass the PTCB examination and succeed on the
job. Comprehensive coverage of the most important subject areas taught in pharmacy technician
programs provides comprehensive coverage of pharmacy practice, A&P, and pharmacology to
prepare you for the PTCE and your future jobs. Technician Scenarios and Technician Scenario
Check-up boxes highlight real-world examples. Comprehensive drug tables with pill images and label
photos make learning drug information easier. Tech Notes and Tech Alerts offer practical references
related to the chapter subject matter. Mini drug monographs provide the drug information you need
for the drugs covered in the text. A&P content is included in the Body Systems section to help you
build a foundation for how drugs work in the human body. Technician’s Corner boxes include critical
thinking exercises applicable to the chapter content. Pharmacist’s Perspective boxes provide
insights from the eye of the pharmacist.
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Pharmacy Practice
Today for the Pharmacy Technician LiAnne C. Webster, 2013-09-03 Covering everything from
certification exam review to key skills, Pharmacy Practice for Today's Pharmacy Technician: Career
Training for the Pharmacy Technician covers all of the knowledge needed by pharmacy technicians
to provide exemplary patient care and build a successful career. It describes the role of the
pharmacy technician in different practice settings, including the key tasks and skills set required to
work in a community pharmacy, institutional pharmacy, or home health and long-term care/hospice
care, then adds a road map taking you through certification, the job search, interviewing, and
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continuing education. Written by pharmacy technician educator and expert LiAnne Webster, this
comprehensive text prepares you to succeed in this rapidly growing field. - In-depth coverage of
medication safety and error prevention includes recent recommendations and actions taken by the
Institute of Safe Medication Practices (ISMP) and The Joint Commission. - Content on intercultural
competence addresses the changing demographics in our society. - A student journal on the Evolve
companion website makes it easy to submit journal entries relating to your coursework and during
externship rotations. - Review questions and critical thinking exercises are included at the end of
each chapter. - Tech Notes provide practical, on-the-job hints. - Tech Alerts focus on warnings to
watch for and avoiding common errors.
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: PROP - Foundation
of Pharmaceutical Care Custom E-Book Anthem, 2014-04-25 PROP - Foundation of
Pharmaceutical Care Custom E-Book
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Mosby's Pharmacy
Technician - E-Book Teresa Hopper, 2014-03-14 Take your first step toward a successful career as
a pharmacy technician with Mosby's Pharmacy Technician: Principles and Practice, 3rd Edition. This
comprehensive text makes essential skills and concepts approachable and easy to understand with
clear writing, expert insight, and engaging study tools. Ensure success in class and in your future
career with a fundamental understanding of basic sciences, the role of the pharmacy technician in
the pharmacy setting, medication safety, drug classifications, and more! Complete coverage of
community and institutional pharmacy practice settings helps you understand your valuable role as a
pharmacy technician. A&P content helps you understand how drugs work in the human body.
Comprehensive drug tables provide fast, easy access to essential pharmaceutical facts. Tech Notes
and Tech Alerts highlight steps you can take to enhance efficiency and avoid common errors on the
job. Pharmacist's Perspective boxes provide practical insight on common scenarios you'll encounter
in practice. Technician's Corner boxes challenge you to apply your critical thinking skills to chapter
content. Abbreviated drug monographs familiarize you with essential pharmaceutical data for
common drugs: Generic/trade names Route of administration Common dosage Side effects Auxiliary
label Medication Safety and Error Prevention chapter helps you confidently address growing
concerns related to patient safety and prevent medication-related errors. Revised Math Calculations
chapter incorporates helpful information to clarify complex pharmaceutical calculations. Updated
content prepares you for the Pharmacy Technician Certification (PTC) exam and highlights current
concerns you'll encounter in the workforce: HIPAA regulations The Medicare Modernization Act
Legal parameters for the sale of pseudoephedrine products The issuance of multiple Schedule II
prescriptions Pending legislation requirements for Medicaid prescriptions The United States
Pharmacopeia (USP) New full-color photographs familiarize you with current practice settings.
Learning games and certification review quizzes on the companion Evolve website reinforce your
understanding and challenge you to apply what you've learned.
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: The Pharmacy
Technician, 7e Perspective Press, 2020-01-15 Endorsed by the American Pharmacists Association
(APhA), The Pharmacy Technician, 7e, is a valuable tool for pharmacy technician students. This
applied, accessible book is a practical text for understanding the principles, career concepts, and
pharmacy skills needed to be a successful pharmacy technician. It offers clear, concise information
to help students learn the material and pass the national certification exams: the Pharmacy
Technician Certification Exam (PTCE), and the Exam for Certification of Pharmacy Technicians
(ExCPT). This book was designed to be accompanied by The Pharmacy Technician, Workbook &
Certification Review, 7e, to help prepare for the certification exams. This textbook aligns with the
Fifth Edition of the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Model Curriculum for
Pharmacy Technician Education and Training Programs and the 2020 content outline for the
Pharmacy Technician Certification Examination (PTCE).
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Health Care Job
Explosion! Dennis V. Damp, 2006 Health Care Job Explosion offers a distinct advantage over other



books of this type. It is two books in one - a comprehensive Career Guide plus a dynamic Job Finder.
First, it presents comprehensive health care occupational descriptions and then provides resources
to locate job announcements, job hotlines, job fairs, placement services, directories, associations,
and job related books. This dual format permits comparisons between specialties and offers insight
into qualifications, cross training potential, and pay. You can easily locate occupations with similar
skills and required training. Opportunities abound for all levels of education from a high school
diploma to Doctorate Degrees. Each occupational description lists required education and/or
on-the-job training. This book presents detailed information for all major occupations including:.
Occupational descriptions. Required training and education . Advancement opportunities . Related
occupations . Qualifications . Required certifications / licenses . Job outlook. Earnings (average
salary). interviews with health care workersVisit this book's companion web site at
http://healthcarejobs.org for book updates and additional information.
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: The Pharmacy
Technician Workbook and Certification Review, 7e Perspective Press, 2020-01-15 The
Pharmacy Technician Workbook and Certification Review, 7e, is a valuable tool to prepare for the
national PCTE and ExCPT certification exams. It corresponds with The Pharmacy Technician, 7e
textbook. This edition has been updated to align with the Fifth Edition of the American Society of
Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Model Curriculum for Pharmacy Technician Education and
Training Programs and the 2020 content outline for the Pharmacy Technician Certification
Examination (PTCE).
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Junior Graphic
Mavis Kitcher (Mrs), 2011-09-28
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Elsevier's Veterinary
Assisting Exam Review Margi Sirois, Elsevier, 2021-01-05 Prepare for success on your Veterinary
Assisting exam with a comprehensive review! Elsevier's Veterinary Assisting Exam Review is the
only review book for Veterinary Assistants. An illustrated, outline format makes it easier to review
veterinary assisting topics such as laboratory, examination room, office, and hospital procedures;
surgical preparation; pharmacology; imaging; and client relations. Written by experienced
veterinary technician educator Margi Sirois, this review also includes an Evolve website with nearly
1,000 exam questions and customizable practice tests. - UNIQUE! The only review book on the
market for Veterinary Assistants! - Convenient, easy-to-follow outline format provides
comprehensive coverage of key veterinary assisting concepts and topics. - High-quality illustrations
and clinical photos show equipment, animal care, and procedures. - Coverage of animal nursing
includes small, large, and exotic animals, as well as avian care. - Nearly 1,000 questions are
provided on the Evolve website, and allow you to select and answer questions in specific categories
in Practice mode or to generate credentialing exam-style tests in Exam mode. - Combination of
questions, answers, and detailed rationales ensures that you fully comprehend the type of
information being asked and why a specific answer choice is best.
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Red Book , 2006
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Career Services
and Workforce Development Centers for Libraries Raymond Pun, Arpine Eloyan, Michael R.
Oppenheim, 2024-11-18 With the rise of unemployment, increased career growth opportunities, and
changing workforce demographics, libraries can support job seekers in several ways. Career
Services and Workforce Development Center for Libraries: A Guide serves as a resource for libraries
interested in creating, supporting or enhancing their career services, economic and workforce
development programs for their communities. Going beyond collection development and hosting job
fair activities, the book covers: teaching resources and interviews from library leaders supporting
workforce development initiatives or collaborationsideas on how libraries can be embedded in the
workforce development community by providing a series of job readiness activities, programs, and
serviceshow academic and public librarians can support their users exploring career opportunities
and developmentexamines employment trends and resources such as generative artificial



intelligence to dive into these issues so libraries can stay active in identifying new skill development
and technologies to support their communitiesHow can one start a career services or job center
program in their libraries? What are specialized career services in libraries being offered? How can
libraries advocate for funding for workforce development? Divided into five chapters, each chapter
addresses these questions and provides a series of examples, ideas, and resources for readers to
consider replicating in their own libraries. If you are looking for ideas for your libraries to support a
community of job seekers, this is the book for you.
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Health Care
Informatics Bill G. Felkey, Brent I. Fox, Margaret R. Thrower, 2006 What is informatics? -- Computer
and network basics -- Data processing in health care -- Information systems in health care -- The
Internet -- Telecommunication in health care -- Point of care technology -- Literature retrieval --
Finding resources electronically -- Evaluating the literature -- Tools for bringing evidence into
practice -- Telehealth -- E-commerce -- Patient and professional education -- Privacy, security,
HIPAA, and related matters -- The future of health care informatic.
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Cumulated Index
Medicus , 2000
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: CleanRooms ,
2008-06 A central resource of technology and methods for environments where the control of
contamination is critical.
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Ending the Document
Game Commission on Systemic Interoperability, National Library of Medicine (U.S.), 2005 This
report is all about people and using computers to connect them and their healthcare information. It
is a report about how we get consumers and clinicians to use these tools, how we pay for them, and
what we want the computers to do. But computers are only a tool, a means to an end. We have
focused this report on computers because they seem to be the best tool--and maybe the only
tool--that will allow the nation to change the way healthcare works... This report articulates a vision
of an information-connected healthcare system, where consumers' privacy is protected and their
convenience facilitated, where doctors and nurses have the information they need to efficiently
deliver safe and effective care, where our public health and homeland security can be protected
while still guarding each individual's privacy. The report recommends specific actions and broader
policy objectives, all with the goal of allowing healthcare to effectively use computers and
information technology. If followed, the Commission's recommendations will accelerate healthcare's
transformation. [From Foreword].
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Resources in
Education , 1998
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: The Virginia Register
of Regulations , 2001
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Caring for the
Vulnerable Mary de Chesnay, Barbara A. Anderson, 2025-10-10 Lead editors and authors, Mary de
Chesnay and Barbara Anderson, continue to offer a timely and comprehensive examination of the
many facets of vulnerability in health and healthcare delivery in an updated sixth edition of Caring
for the Vulnerable: Perspectives in Nursing Theory, Practice, and Research. Caring for vulnerable
populations presents unique challenges, and nursing students need a resource that teaches them
how to understand and recognize those who are vulnerable, address their vulnerability, and
implement strategies that support their healthcare needs. This book provides a wealth of information
for clinicians who care for a variety of vulnerable populations. Chapters cover concepts and theories,
research, practical applications, and policy-making for a well-rounded look at how nurses and
clinicians can provide optimal patient-centered care and support for vulnerable populations.
Thoroughly revised with 20 NEW chapters on relevant information and cases. Updated to include
discussions on timely topics including the use of AI in health care, human trafficking, and the 2024
McGinley-Rice symposium. Contributors across varying fields provide interprofessional perspectives.



Concepts and theories provide a foundation for clinicians to understand ways to reduce disparities
and promote social justice. Vignette-style chapters cover a broad scope of issues and provide a close
look at real-life scenarios a clinician may encounter. Instructor resources include an Instructor's
Manual (containing essay questions, sample answers, fieldwork exercises, and student fieldwork
samples), Slides in PowerPoint format, and a Test Bank. Ideal for upper-level undergraduate courses
as well as graduate-level population health, health promotion, and global health courses in both
MSN and DNP programs. © 2026 | 500 pages
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: The Working Press
of the Nation , 2003
  free online continuing education courses for pharmacy technicians: Popular Science ,
2004-03 Popular Science gives our readers the information and tools to improve their technology
and their world. The core belief that Popular Science and our readers share: The future is going to
be better, and science and technology are the driving forces that will help make it better.
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