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forrest county humane society hattiesburg ms is a vital organization
dedicated to the welfare and protection of animals in the Hattiesburg area
and surrounding communities. This humane society plays a crucial role in
rescuing, sheltering, and rehoming abandoned, abused, and neglected animals.
Through various programs, community outreach, and volunteer opportunities,
the Forrest County Humane Society fosters a compassionate environment where
animals receive the care and respect they deserve. This article provides an
in-depth overview of the organization, its mission, services, and ways the
public can contribute to its efforts. Whether you are seeking to adopt a pet,
volunteer, or support animal welfare initiatives, understanding the functions
of the Forrest County Humane Society Hattiesburg MS is essential. The
following sections will outline the history, adoption process, community
involvement, and resources available to the public.

e About Forrest County Humane Society
e Adoption Services and Procedures
e Community Outreach and Education
e Volunteer Opportunities and Support

e Animal Care and Shelter Facilities

e How to Donate and Contribute

About Forrest County Humane Society

The Forrest County Humane Society Hattiesburg MS is a nonprofit organization
committed to promoting animal welfare through rescue, rehabilitation, and
rehoming. Established to serve Forrest County and its neighboring areas, the
society operates with the mission to prevent cruelty to animals and provide
shelter for stray and abandoned pets. The organization collaborates with
local authorities, veterinary professionals, and community members to ensure
that animals receive timely medical care and safe housing.

Mission and Vision

The mission of the Forrest County Humane Society Hattiesburg MS focuses on
advocacy for animal rights, education of the public about responsible pet



ownership, and the reduction of pet overpopulation. By offering shelter
services and adoption programs, the society envisions a community where every
animal is treated humanely and has a loving home.

History and Development

Since its inception, the society has grown from a small local shelter to a
recognized institution in Forrest County. Over the years, it has expanded its
facilities and services, adapting to the increasing needs of the community.
The organization's efforts have helped reduce animal homelessness and improve
overall animal welfare standards in Hattiesburg and the surrounding region.

Adoption Services and Procedures

One of the primary functions of the Forrest County Humane Society Hattiesburg
MS is facilitating pet adoptions. The society offers a variety of animals
including dogs, cats, and occasionally other small pets ready for new homes.
Adoptions are conducted with a focus on matching animals with suitable and
responsible owners to ensure long-term success.

Available Animals

The shelter maintains a diverse population of animals, many of which have
been rescued from neglect or abandonment. Prospective adopters can find pets
of various breeds, ages, and sizes, each with detailed profiles to help in
making an informed decision.

Adoption Process

The adoption process typically involves several steps to guarantee the well-
being of both the animal and the new owner. These steps include:

e Visiting the shelter to meet available animals

Completing an adoption application form

Participating in an interview or consultation

Paying an adoption fee, which covers vaccinations and spaying/neutering

Finalizing the adoption and receiving guidance on pet care

This comprehensive process ensures that adopters are prepared for the
responsibilities involved in pet ownership.



Community Outreach and Education

The Forrest County Humane Society Hattiesburg MS actively engages with the
community through educational programs and outreach initiatives. These
efforts aim to raise awareness about animal welfare issues and promote
responsible pet ownership practices.

Educational Programs

Programs are designed for various audiences, including schools, community
groups, and local businesses. Topics covered include the importance of
spaying and neutering, recognizing animal abuse, and proper pet care
techniques. Educational outreach helps reduce the incidence of animal neglect
and encourages ethical treatment of pets.

Public Events and Campaigns

The society organizes events such as adoption fairs, vaccination clinics, and
fundraising drives. These events serve to connect the public with the
shelter’s resources and create a supportive network for animals in need.

Volunteer Opportunities and Support

Volunteering is a cornerstone of the Forrest County Humane Society
Hattiesburg MS’s ability to provide quality care. Volunteers assist in
various capacities, from animal care and administrative tasks to community
outreach and event coordination.

Volunteer Roles

Common volunteer roles include:

e Animal socialization and exercise
e Cleaning and maintenance of shelter facilities
e Assisting with adoption events and public education

e Fundraising and grant writing support

Volunteers contribute valuable time and skills to enhance the society’s
operations and improve animal lives.



How to Get Involved

Individuals interested in volunteering can contact the shelter for
orientation sessions and training. The society welcomes people of all ages
and backgrounds who share a passion for animal welfare.

Animal Care and Shelter Facilities

The Forrest County Humane Society Hattiesburg MS maintains shelter facilities
equipped to provide safe, clean, and comfortable environments for animals
awaiting adoption. Veterinary care is a critical component of the shelter’s
services, ensuring that animals are healthy and ready for new homes.

Medical and Behavioral Care

Animals receive routine health screenings, vaccinations, spaying or neutering
surgeries, and treatment for any illnesses or injuries. Behavioral
assessments are conducted to identify needs for training or socialization,
which helps improve adoptability and long-term placement success.

Facility Features

The shelter includes separate areas for dogs and cats, quarantine zones for
sick or newly arrived animals, and play areas to encourage exercise and
interaction. Maintaining high standards of cleanliness and safety is a
priority to prevent the spread of disease and reduce stress among animals.

How to Donate and Contribute

Financial and material donations are essential to the ongoing operation of
the Forrest County Humane Society Hattiesburg MS. Contributions support
medical care, facility maintenance, food and supplies, and community
programs.

Types of Donations

Donors can contribute in various ways, including:

e Monetary donations, either one-time or recurring
e Donations of pet food, bedding, toys, and cleaning supplies

e Sponsorship of specific animals or programs



e Organizing fundraising events or drives

Impact of Donations

Every donation directly benefits the animals under the society’s care,
helping to provide shelter, medical attention, and a pathway to permanent
homes. Donor support ensures that the Forrest County Humane Society can
continue its mission effectively and expand its reach within the community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What services does the Forrest County Humane Society
in Hattiesburg, MS provide?

The Forrest County Humane Society in Hattiesburg, MS provides animal
sheltering, adoption services, lost and found assistance, spay/neuter
programs, and community education on responsible pet ownership.

What are the adoption requirements at Forrest County
Humane Society in Hattiesburg?

Adopters must be at least 18 years old, provide valid identification,
complete an adoption application, and may be required to pay an adoption fee.
A home visit or reference check may also be part of the process.

What are the operating hours of the Forrest County
Humane Society in Hattiesburg, MS?

The operating hours can vary, but typically the Forrest County Humane Society
is open to the public from Tuesday to Saturday, 10 AM to 5 PM. It is
recommended to check their official website or call ahead for current hours.

How can I volunteer at the Forrest County Humane
Society in Hattiesburg?

To volunteer, you can contact the shelter directly through their website or
phone. They usually require volunteers to complete an application and attend
an orientation to learn about their policies and procedures.

Does the Forrest County Humane Society offer



spay/neuter services in Hattiesburg, MS?

Yes, the Forrest County Humane Society offers spay/neuter services either
directly or through partnerships with local veterinary clinics to help
control the pet population.

How can I donate to the Forrest County Humane
Society in Hattiesburg?

Donations can be made online through their official website, by mail, or in
person at their facility. They accept monetary donations as well as supplies
such as pet food, blankets, and toys.

Can I surrender a pet to the Forrest County Humane
Society in Hattiesburg, MS?

Yes, the shelter accepts pet surrenders, but it is advised to contact them
first to discuss the situation and make an appointment, as space and
resources may be limited.

Where is the Forrest County Humane Society located
in Hattiesburg, MS?

The Forrest County Humane Society is located at 166 Industrial Park Drive,
Hattiesburg, MS 39401. It is advisable to check their website or call for
directions and visiting information.

Additional Resources

1. Compassion in Action: The Story of Forrest County Humane Society

This book chronicles the inspiring journey of the Forrest County Humane
Society in Hattiesburg, MS. It delves into the compassionate efforts of
volunteers and staff dedicated to rescuing and rehabilitating animals in
need. Readers gain insight into the challenges faced and the triumphs
achieved in creating a safer environment for local pets.

2. Hope for Paws: Animal Rescue in Hattiesburg

Explore the heartwarming stories of animal rescues coordinated by the Forrest
County Humane Society. The book highlights individual cases of abandoned and
abused animals who found new homes through tireless community efforts. It
emphasizes the importance of community involvement in animal welfare.

3. Guardians of the Voiceless: Advocates from Forrest County

This title focuses on the advocacy and education programs spearheaded by the
Humane Society in Forrest County. It showcases how the organization educates
locals on responsible pet ownership and animal rights. The narrative also
includes profiles of key volunteers who have made significant impacts.



4. From Stray to Safe: Rehabilitation Stories from Hattiesburg

Detailing the rehabilitation process of rescued animals, this book shares
touching stories of transformation. It highlights medical care, behavioral
training, and the eventual adoption of animals once considered lost causes.
The book serves as a testament to the dedication of Forrest County Humane
Society’s team.

5. Community Care: Building a Humane Society in Forrest County

An insightful look into how the Forrest County community came together to
support and develop their humane society. The book covers fundraising events,
volunteer recruitment, and partnerships with local businesses. It underscores
the power of collective effort in animal welfare initiatives.

6. Saving Lives One Paw at a Time: Tales from Hattiesburg’s Shelter

This collection of short stories brings to life the day-to-day experiences at
the Forrest County Humane Society shelter. Readers meet the animals, staff,
and volunteers who make a difference every day. It’'s a heartfelt tribute to
the ongoing mission to save and improve animal lives.

7. Adopt, Don’t Shop: Promoting Adoption in Forrest County

Focusing on the adoption campaigns run by the Humane Society, this book
explores strategies to encourage pet adoption in Hattiesburg. It includes
success stories of families and pets brought together through adoption. The
book also discusses the impact of adoption on reducing stray populations.

8. Behind the Scenes: The Team at Forrest County Humane Society

Go behind the scenes to learn about the dedicated staff and volunteers who
operate the Forrest County Humane Society. This book reveals the challenges,
rewards, and personal stories of those committed to animal welfare. It
provides an intimate look at the human side of rescue work.

9. Protecting Our Pets: Animal Welfare Laws in Mississippi

A comprehensive guide to the animal welfare laws relevant to the work of the
Forrest County Humane Society. This book explains legal protections for
animals in Mississippi and how local organizations enforce these laws. It
also discusses ongoing legislative efforts to improve animal rights
statewide.
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