
format of a history research paper

format of a history research paper is a critical aspect that guides students
and scholars in presenting their historical investigations clearly and
professionally. Understanding the correct structure and organization is
essential for producing a coherent and credible research paper. This article
delves into the standard components of a history research paper, including
the introduction, thesis statement, body paragraphs, citations, and
bibliography. Moreover, it highlights formatting rules such as font
selection, spacing, and margin requirements important for academic
consistency. The emphasis on proper citation styles like Chicago or MLA is
also discussed to ensure academic integrity. By mastering the format of a
history research paper, writers can effectively communicate their analysis
and contribute to historical scholarship. The following sections will outline
the essential elements and practical tips to follow this format meticulously.

Understanding the Structure of a History Research Paper

Essential Components of the Paper

Formatting Guidelines and Style Requirements

Citation Styles Commonly Used in History Research

Practical Tips for Writing and Revising

Understanding the Structure of a History
Research Paper

The format of a history research paper is designed to organize information
logically and persuasively. It typically follows a structured outline that
helps the writer present their argument methodically. Adhering to this
structure enhances the readability and credibility of the work, making it
easier for readers to follow the historical narrative and analysis. The
structure includes an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion, each
serving a distinct purpose within the paper.

Introduction

The introduction serves as the opening to the research paper, presenting the
topic and framing the research question or thesis statement. A strong
introduction captures the reader’s interest and provides context for the
historical issue under investigation. It should also briefly outline the
scope and significance of the study.

Body Paragraphs

The body of the paper contains the main argument and supporting evidence.
Each paragraph should focus on a specific aspect of the research question,
supported by primary and secondary sources. The organization of these



paragraphs should follow a logical progression, often chronological or
thematic, to build a coherent argument.

Conclusion

The conclusion summarizes the key findings of the research and reaffirms the
thesis statement. It may also suggest implications for further study or
reflect on the broader historical significance of the topic. The conclusion
provides closure without introducing new information.

Essential Components of the Paper

To properly follow the format of a history research paper, certain
fundamental components must be included. These elements ensure that the paper
is comprehensive and meets academic standards. They include the title page,
abstract (if required), introduction, thesis statement, body, citations,
bibliography, and sometimes appendices.

Title Page and Abstract

The title page contains the paper’s title, author’s name, institution,
course, instructor, and date. Some instructors may also require an abstract—a
brief summary of the research objectives, methods, and conclusions, typically
between 150 to 250 words.

Thesis Statement

The thesis statement is a concise declaration of the paper’s central argument
or claim. It guides the direction of the research and informs the reader of
the purpose of the analysis. A well-crafted thesis is specific, arguable, and
reflects the depth of historical inquiry.

Supporting Evidence and Analysis

Analysis in the body paragraphs should be supported by credible evidence from
primary sources such as letters, official documents, and contemporaneous
accounts, as well as secondary sources like scholarly articles and books.
This evidence substantiates the claims made and demonstrates a thorough
understanding of the topic.

Bibliography and Citations

Accurate citations give credit to original sources and allow readers to
verify information. A bibliography lists all sources referenced in the paper,
formatted according to the chosen citation style. Proper citation is an
indispensable part of the format of a history research paper.



Formatting Guidelines and Style Requirements

Following specific formatting guidelines is essential for maintaining
professionalism and ensuring consistency throughout the research paper. These
requirements often vary slightly depending on the institution or publication
but generally adhere to common academic conventions.

Font, Spacing, and Margins

Commonly accepted font choices include Times New Roman or Arial, typically
set at 12-point size. The paper should be double-spaced to enhance
readability, with one-inch margins on all sides. Paragraphs are usually
indented, and page numbers should appear consistently, often in the header or
footer.

Headings and Subheadings

Headings help organize the content and make the paper easier to navigate. In
the format of a history research paper, headings are used sparingly and
should be clear and descriptive. Subheadings may be used for longer papers to
break down complex sections.

Page Layout and Pagination

Page numbers are essential for referencing and should begin on the first page
of the text, not the title page, unless otherwise specified. The layout
should be clean, avoiding unnecessary embellishments or formatting that
distracts from the content.

Citation Styles Commonly Used in History
Research

The choice of citation style profoundly influences the format of a history
research paper. Historians typically use styles that accommodate extensive
footnotes and bibliographies, allowing detailed source documentation.

Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) is the most widely used citation format in
history research. It offers two systems: the Notes and Bibliography system,
preferred by many historians for its flexibility in citing a variety of
sources, and the Author-Date system, which is more concise.

MLA Style

The Modern Language Association (MLA) style is sometimes used in history
papers, especially in interdisciplinary studies involving literature and
history. It emphasizes parenthetical citations within the text and a Works
Cited page.



Other Styles

Occasionally, styles such as APA or Turabian are employed depending on the
academic discipline or instructor preference. Regardless of the style used,
consistency throughout the paper is crucial.

Practical Tips for Writing and Revising

Adhering to the format of a history research paper requires careful planning,
drafting, and revision. Employing effective writing strategies can enhance
both the quality and clarity of the final paper.

Outline Before Writing

Creating a detailed outline helps organize thoughts and ensures that the
argument flows logically. It facilitates the proper placement of evidence and
analysis in accordance with the format requirements.

Use Primary and Secondary Sources Effectively

Balancing primary and secondary sources enriches the paper’s credibility.
Primary sources provide firsthand evidence, while secondary sources offer
interpretation and context. Proper integration of these materials is
essential.

Proofreading and Formatting Checks

Reviewing the paper multiple times for grammatical accuracy, coherence, and
adherence to formatting guidelines is vital. Checking citations and
bibliography entries ensures compliance with the required style and prevents
plagiarism.

Utilize Feedback

Incorporating feedback from instructors or peers can improve the paper’s
structure and argumentation. This step is part of refining the format and
content to meet academic standards.

Checklist for Formatting a History Research Paper

Title page formatted correctly

Clear and concise thesis statement

Logical organization with introduction, body, and conclusion

Consistent use of font, spacing, and margins

Proper citation style applied throughout



Complete and accurate bibliography

Page numbers included and formatted

Proofread for grammar and formatting errors

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the typical structure of a history research
paper?

A typical history research paper includes the following sections: title page,
abstract, introduction, thesis statement, body paragraphs with evidence and
analysis, conclusion, and a bibliography or works cited page.

How should I format the title page of a history
research paper?

The title page should include the paper's title centered on the page, your
name, the course name, instructor's name, and the date, all typically double-
spaced and centered according to the specific style guide you are following
(e.g., Chicago, MLA).

Which citation style is most commonly used in history
research papers?

The Chicago Manual of Style is the most commonly used citation style for
history research papers, often utilizing footnotes or endnotes along with a
bibliography.

How do I format in-text citations in a history
research paper?

In history research papers following Chicago style, in-text citations are
usually formatted as footnotes or endnotes, providing source details at the
bottom of the page or at the end of the paper rather than parenthetical
citations.

What font and spacing should be used in a history
research paper?

Typically, a history research paper should be typed in a readable font such
as Times New Roman, 12-point size, and double-spaced throughout, with 1-inch
margins on all sides.

How should I organize the body paragraphs in my
history research paper?

Organize body paragraphs thematically or chronologically, each focusing on a



specific point or piece of evidence that supports your thesis, with clear
topic sentences and analysis linking back to your main argument.

What elements should be included in the conclusion of
a history research paper?

The conclusion should summarize the main arguments, restate the thesis in
light of the evidence presented, and possibly suggest the broader
significance or implications of your findings.

Additional Resources
1. Writing History: A Guide for Students
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the process of writing history
research papers. It covers topic selection, thesis development, and the
proper use of primary and secondary sources. Students will find practical
advice on organizing their arguments and adhering to historical writing
conventions.

2. The Craft of Research in History
Focused specifically on historical research, this guide walks readers through
formulating research questions and conducting effective archival research. It
emphasizes critical thinking and the evaluation of sources. The book also
includes tips for drafting and revising scholarly papers.

3. Historical Writing: A Student’s Handbook
This handbook provides clear instructions on the structure and format of
history research papers. It discusses citation styles commonly used in
history and the importance of historiography. Readers learn how to construct
coherent narratives supported by evidence.

4. Research Methods for History Students
An essential resource for novices, this book explores various research
methodologies suitable for history projects. It highlights the differences
between qualitative and quantitative historical analysis. Additionally, it
offers guidance on integrating research findings into well-organized papers.

5. Mastering the Art of Historical Argument
This title focuses on developing persuasive arguments in history writing. It
delves into thesis formulation and the effective use of evidence to support
claims. The author provides examples of strong and weak arguments to help
students refine their writing style.

6. Formatting and Citation in History Papers
A practical guide dedicated to the formatting standards and citation rules
specific to history research papers. It covers Chicago, MLA, and APA styles,
with examples tailored to historical sources. The book also addresses common
pitfalls in referencing and how to avoid plagiarism.

7. From Sources to Scholarship: Writing History Research Papers
This book traces the journey from gathering historical sources to producing
scholarly work. It emphasizes critical source analysis and historiographical
context. Students are guided through drafting, editing, and finalizing their
research papers for academic submission.

8. Effective Research and Writing in History
Designed for undergraduate students, this book combines research strategies



with writing techniques. It outlines how to develop a clear thesis, structure
paragraphs, and use evidence effectively. The text also includes exercises to
improve analytical and writing skills.

9. The Historian’s Guide to Paper Writing
A concise manual that covers all stages of history paper composition, from
initial research to final proofreading. It provides tips on time management
and dealing with writer’s block. The guide also includes examples of
annotated bibliographies and sample papers for reference.
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America's History's hallmark analytical narrative and pedagogy help students synthesize what
they've learned and interpret history for themselves.--Back cover.
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connections and comparisons, more documents, special features and activities that teach historical
analysis, and an entirely new look, the ninth edition is the most teachable and accessible edition yet.
Test drive a chapter today. Find out how.
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narrative braids together political and social history so that students can discern overarching trends
as well as individual stories. The voices of hundreds of Americans - from Presidents to pipe fitters,
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narrative that connects global patterns of development with life on the ground. As the title,
“Crossroads,” suggests, this new synthesis highlights the places and times where people exchanged
goods and commodities, shared innovations and ideas, waged war and spread disease, and in doing
so joined their lives to the broad sweep of global history. Students benefit from a strong pedagogical
design, abundant maps and images, and special features that heighten the narrative’s attention to
the lives and voices of the world’s peoples. Test drive a chapter today. Find out how.



  format of a history research paper: America's History, Combined Volume James A. Henretta,
Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self, 2011-01-05 America's History helps AP students: Grasp vital
themes: The seventh edition emphasizes political culture and political economy to help students
understand the ways in which society, culture, politics, and the economy inform one another.
Understand periodization: America's History's unique seven-part structure, which organizes history
into distinct eras, introduces students to periodization and helps them understand cause and effect,
identify historical continuities, and track change over time. Develop the skills they need to succeed:
America's History's hallmark analytical narrative and pedagogy help students synthesize what
they've learned and interpret history for themselves.--Back cover.
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individual arguments, controversies and divergent perspectives. The book begins by introducing the
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History's hallmark analytical narrative and pedagogy help students synthesize what they've learned
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Smith, Marc Van De Mieroop, Richard von Glahn, France Vinton Scholes Chair in Colonial Latin
American History Kris Lane, Kris Lane, 2012-01-30 Crossroads and Cultures: A History of the
World’s Peoples incorporates the best current cultural history into a fresh and original narrative that
connects global patterns of development with life on the ground. As the title, “Crossroads,”
suggests, this new synthesis highlights the places and times where people exchanged goods and
commodities, shared innovations and ideas, waged war and spread disease, and in doing so joined
their lives to the broad sweep of global history. Students benefit from a strong pedagogical design,
abundant maps and images, and special features that heighten the narrative’s attention to the lives
and voices of the world’s peoples. Test drive a chapter today. Find out how.
  format of a history research paper: America: A Concise History, Volume One: To 1877
James A. Henretta, Rebecca Edwards, Robert O. Self, 2012-01-09 With fresh interpretations from
two new authors, wholly reconceived themes, and a wealth of cutting-edge scholarship, the Fifth
Edition of America: A Concise History is designed to work perfectly with the way you teach the
survey today. Building on the book’s hallmark strengths—balance, explanatory power, and a
brief-yet-comprehensive narrative—as well as its outstanding full-color visuals and built-in primary
sources, authors James Henretta, Rebecca Edwards, and Robert Self have shaped America into the
ideal brief book for the modern survey course, at a value that can’t be beat.
  format of a history research paper: Crossroads and Cultures, Volume I: To 1450 Bonnie
G. Smith, Marc Van De Mieroop, Richard von Glahn, Kris Lane, 2012-01-30 Crossroads and Cultures:
A History of the World’s Peoples incorporates the best current cultural history into a fresh and
original narrative that connects global patterns of development with life on the ground. As the title,
“Crossroads,” suggests, this new synthesis highlights the places and times where people exchanged
goods and commodities, shared innovations and ideas, waged war and spread disease, and in doing
so joined their lives to the broad sweep of global history. Students benefit from a strong pedagogical
design, abundant maps and images, and special features that heighten the narrative’s attention to
the lives and voices of the world’s peoples. Test drive a chapter today. Find out how.
  format of a history research paper: A History of Western Society, Combined Volume
John P. McKay, Bennett D. Hill, John Buckler, Clare Haru Crowston, Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, Joe



Perry, 2011-01-31 Now from Bedford/St. Martin's, A History of Western Society is one of the most
successful textbooks available because it captures students' interest in the everyday life of the past
and ties social history to the broad sweep of politics and culture. The tenth edition has been
thoroughly revised to strengthen the text's readability, heighten its attention to daily life, and
incorporate the insights of new scholarship, including an enhanced treatment of European
exploration and a thoroughly revised post-1945 section. With a dynamic new design, new special
features, and a completely revised and robust companion reader, this major revision makes the past
memorable and accessible for a new generation of students and instructors.
  format of a history research paper: Crossroads and Cultures, Volume C: Since 1750 Bonnie
G. Smith, Marc Van De Mieroop, Richard von Glahn, Kris Lane, 2012-01-30 Crossroads and Cultures:
A History of the World’s Peoples incorporates the best current cultural history into a fresh and
original narrative that connects global patterns of development with life on the ground. As the title,
“Crossroads,” suggests, this new synthesis highlights the places and times where people exchanged
goods and commodities, shared innovations and ideas, waged war and spread disease, and in doing
so joined their lives to the broad sweep of global history. Students benefit from a strong pedagogical
design, abundant maps and images, and special features that heighten the narrative’s attention to
the lives and voices of the world’s peoples. Test drive a chapter today. Find out how.
  format of a history research paper: The American Promise, Volume A James L. Roark,
Michael P. Johnson, Patricia Cline Cohen, Sarah Stage, Susan M. Hartmann, 2012-01-09 The
American Promise is more teachable and memorable than any other U.S. survey text. The balanced
narrative braids together political and social history so that students can discern overarching trends
as well as individual stories. The voices of hundreds of Americans - from Presidents to pipe fitters,
and sharecroppers to suffragettes - animate the past and make concepts memorable. The past comes
alive for students through dynamic special features and a stunning and distinctive visual program.
Over 775 contemporaneous illustrations - more than any competing text - draw students into the
text, and more than 180 full - color maps increase students' geographic literacy. A rich array of
special features complements the narrative offering more points of departure for assignments and
discussion. Longstanding favorites include Documenting the American Promise, Historical
Questions, The Promise of Technology, and Beyond American's Boders, representing a key part of a
our effort to increase attention paid to the global context of American history.
  format of a history research paper: The American Promise, Volume II: Since 1865 James
L. Roark, Michael P. Johnson, Patricia Cline Cohen, Sarah Stage, Susan M. Hartmann, 2012-01-09
The American Promise if more teachable and memorable than any other U.S. survey text. The
balanced narrative braids together political and social history so that students can discern
overarching trends as well as individual stories. The voices of hundreds of Americans - from
Presidents to pipe fitters, and sharecroppers to suffragettes - animate the past and make concepts
memorable. The past comes alive for students through dynamic special features and a stunning and
distinctive visual program. Over 775 contemporaneous illustrations - more than any competing text -
draw students into the text, and more than 180 full - color maps increase students' geographic
literacy. A rich array of special features complements the narrative offering more points of
departure for assignments and discussion. Longstanding favorites include Documenting the
American Promise, Historical Questions, The Promise of Technology, and Beyond American's Boders,
representing a key part of a our effort to increase attention paid to the global context of American
history.
  format of a history research paper: History of Western Society Since 1300 for Advanced
Placement John P. McKay, Bennett D. Hill, John Buckler, Clare Haru Crowston, Merry E.
Wiesner-Hanks, Joe Perry, 2010-10-13 A History of Western Society continues to capture the
attention of AP European history students because it recreates the lives of ordinary people and
makes history memorable. Brought to you by the highly regarded editors at Bedford/St. Martins,
every element of the text has been rethought, reconsidered, and revised to bring the original vision
to a new generation of students. The tenth edition continues to tie social history to the broad sweep



of politics and culture, heightening its attention to daily life, and strengthening the treatment of
European exploration. With a dynamic new design, new special features on visual evidence, and a
robust companion reader, A History of Western Society helps AP students master the concepts and
content of European history.
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