
forgotten people in history

forgotten people in history often represent the countless individuals and groups whose
contributions, stories, and legacies have been overshadowed or omitted from mainstream historical
narratives. These overlooked figures span various cultures, eras, and fields, ranging from unsung
heroes of social movements to innovators in science and art whose names remain obscure.
Understanding the stories of forgotten people in history enriches our comprehension of the past,
providing a more inclusive and accurate portrayal of human progress. This article delves into the
reasons why certain individuals are forgotten, highlights notable examples across different times
and places, and explores efforts to recover and honor these lost narratives. By shedding light on
these neglected histories, we gain insight into the complexities of memory, power, and historical
documentation.
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Reasons for Historical Forgetting
Historical forgetting occurs due to a variety of factors that influence which stories are preserved and
which are neglected. Understanding these causes is essential to grasp why many important people
remain in obscurity despite their significant contributions.

Power and Control over Historical Narratives
The control of historical records often lies in the hands of dominant groups or ruling powers, who
shape collective memory to reinforce their authority and values. This selective recording can
marginalize dissenting voices, minorities, and those who challenge prevailing ideologies, leading to
the erasure of many individuals from official histories.

Lack of Documentation and Preservation
In many cases, historical forgetting results from the absence of written or material evidence.
Illiterate populations, oral traditions, and the destruction of records through wars, natural disasters,
or neglect contribute to the loss of historical information about certain people or groups.



Social and Cultural Biases
Prejudices based on gender, race, class, or ethnicity often exclude certain people from mainstream
histories. Women, indigenous populations, enslaved persons, and lower social classes have
frequently been overlooked or misrepresented because dominant historical frameworks favored
elite, male, and Eurocentric perspectives.

Changing Values and Historical Interest
What societies value or find interesting changes over time. Some figures who were once prominent
may fade into obscurity as cultural priorities shift, while others might be rediscovered when new
generations reassess historical importance through different lenses.

Notable Forgotten Figures in History
Many individuals who made significant impacts in their time remain largely unrecognized today.
Highlighting some of these forgotten people in history helps to illuminate diverse contributions that
have shaped the world.

Hypatia of Alexandria
Hypatia was a renowned mathematician, astronomer, and philosopher in ancient Alexandria during
the 4th century CE. Despite her intellectual achievements and leadership, much of her life was lost
to history due to religious and political turmoil, with her legacy only recently being acknowledged as
a pioneering woman in science and philosophy.

Ignaz Semmelweis
A 19th-century Hungarian physician, Semmelweis discovered the importance of handwashing to
prevent puerperal fever in maternity wards. His ideas were initially rejected by the medical
community, and he died without recognition. Today, he is credited as a pioneer of antiseptic
procedures.

Sybil Ludington
Often called the female Paul Revere, Sybil Ludington was a teenage heroine during the American
Revolutionary War who rode through the night to alert colonial militia of British troop movements.
Her courageous act was overshadowed by male counterparts and remains relatively unknown in
popular history.

Mary Anning
A 19th-century fossil hunter and paleontologist from England, Mary Anning made critical discoveries



that contributed to the understanding of prehistoric life. Despite her contributions, she was largely
excluded from scientific circles due to her gender and social status.

Forgotten Groups and Communities
Beyond individual figures, entire communities have been marginalized or forgotten within historical
accounts. Recognizing these groups is essential for a comprehensive understanding of history.

Indigenous Peoples and Their Histories
Many indigenous populations around the world have had their histories suppressed or distorted
through colonization, forced assimilation, and cultural destruction. Their rich traditions, governance
systems, and innovations often remain underrepresented in national narratives.

Enslaved and Oppressed Populations
The experiences and contributions of enslaved peoples and oppressed minorities frequently go
unacknowledged in mainstream history. Their resilience, resistance, and cultural influence have
been vital to societal development but are often omitted or minimized.

Women in History
Women have historically faced systemic barriers to recognition in politics, science, art, and other
domains. Their achievements have been overshadowed by male contemporaries, leading to
widespread underrepresentation in historical records.

Working-Class and Labor Movements
The struggles and advancements made by working-class populations and labor activists have often
been neglected by histories focused on elites and political leaders. These groups played crucial roles
in social reforms and economic development.

Indigenous Peoples and Cultural Heritage

Enslaved Communities and Resistance

Women's Contributions Across Eras

Labor Movements and Social Change



Efforts to Rediscover and Recognize Forgotten People
Modern scholarship, activism, and technology have facilitated the recovery and recognition of
forgotten people in history. These efforts aim to create a more inclusive historical record that honors
marginalized voices and experiences.

Historical Revisionism and Inclusive Scholarship
Historians increasingly challenge traditional narratives by incorporating diverse perspectives and
critically analyzing sources. This revisionist approach uncovers neglected stories and reassesses the
significance of overlooked individuals and groups.

Archives, Oral Histories, and Digital Preservation
New methodologies such as collecting oral histories and digitizing archives have expanded access to
materials related to forgotten people. These tools preserve intangible cultural heritage and
democratize historical information.

Public History and Commemorative Projects
Museums, monuments, and public education initiatives now often emphasize the contributions of
marginalized groups and forgotten figures. These projects promote awareness and foster
appreciation for a more complete historical narrative.

Activism and Social Movements
Community activism and social movements advocate for the recognition of historically marginalized
peoples, influencing policy changes, educational curricula, and cultural representation.

Historical Revisionism and Research1.

Archival Recovery and Oral Tradition2.

Museums and Public Commemoration3.

Social Advocacy and Policy Reform4.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who are considered 'forgotten people' in history?
'Forgotten people' in history refer to individuals or groups whose contributions, stories, or
experiences have been overlooked, marginalized, or erased from mainstream historical narratives.

Why are some people forgotten in history?
People may be forgotten due to factors such as social inequality, lack of written records, biased
historical perspectives, colonialism, racism, and the dominance of certain cultural narratives over
others.

Can you name an example of a forgotten historical figure?
One example is Mary Anning, a 19th-century fossil hunter whose significant contributions to
paleontology were largely unrecognized during her lifetime because she was a woman from a lower
social class.

How does forgetting certain people affect our understanding
of history?
Forgetting certain people leads to a skewed or incomplete understanding of history, often
perpetuating stereotypes and ignoring diverse perspectives that are essential for a comprehensive
and accurate view of the past.

What efforts are being made to recognize forgotten people in
history?
Efforts include academic research, public history projects, inclusion of diverse voices in education,
documentaries, museum exhibitions, and digital archives aimed at recovering and highlighting
marginalized histories.

How can individuals help bring attention to forgotten people
in history?
Individuals can help by researching and sharing lesser-known stories, supporting inclusive history
education, advocating for diverse representation in media and museums, and engaging with
community history projects.

Are there specific groups that are often forgotten in historical
records?
Yes, groups frequently forgotten include indigenous peoples, women, enslaved individuals, colonized
populations, working-class communities, and LGBTQ+ individuals, among others.

What role does technology play in uncovering forgotten



histories?
Technology enables digitization of archives, access to global databases, crowdsourcing of historical
data, and advanced research tools that help uncover, preserve, and disseminate stories of forgotten
people more widely than ever before.

Additional Resources
1. The Lost Voices of History: Unsung Heroes of the Past
This book delves into the lives of individuals who made significant contributions to history but were
overshadowed by more famous figures. From inventors to activists, the author uncovers stories that
have long been neglected. It highlights how these forgotten people shaped the world in profound
ways, urging readers to reconsider the traditional narratives of history.

2. Invisible Lives: The Forgotten Women Who Changed the World
Focusing on women throughout history who have been overlooked or erased, this book brings to
light their achievements and struggles. It explores the societal barriers they faced and the lasting
impact of their work. Readers gain insight into the gender biases that have obscured these
important stories for centuries.

3. Shadows of the Past: The Forgotten Voices of Indigenous Peoples
This volume chronicles the histories and cultures of indigenous communities whose stories have
been marginalized or ignored. Through personal accounts and historical analysis, it reveals the
resilience and contributions of these peoples. The book aims to restore their rightful place in the
historical record.

4. Forgotten Innovators: Pioneers Who Changed Science and Technology
Highlighting lesser-known inventors and scientists, this book celebrates the minds behind
groundbreaking discoveries that rarely receive credit. It explores how their innovations influenced
modern technology and science. The author argues for a more inclusive recognition of contributors
to progress.

5. Erased from History: The Lives of Persecuted Minorities
This work investigates the histories of minority groups who faced systematic oppression and whose
stories have been suppressed. It sheds light on their cultural heritage, struggles, and contributions
despite adversity. The book challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about historical
injustices.

6. Forgotten Warriors: Unsung Soldiers and Rebels
This book tells the stories of soldiers, revolutionaries, and resistance fighters who played crucial
roles in conflicts but were never acknowledged. It includes accounts from different eras and regions,
emphasizing their bravery and sacrifices. The narrative honors their memory and restores their
place in history.

7. Hidden Figures of Art: Artists Lost to Time
Exploring artists whose work was influential yet forgotten, this book uncovers the legacies of
painters, sculptors, and writers neglected by mainstream art history. It discusses how cultural and
political factors contributed to their obscurity. The author invites readers to rediscover these
creative talents.



8. The Forgotten Builders: Architects and Engineers Behind Iconic Structures
This book highlights the individuals responsible for designing and constructing some of the world’s
most famous buildings and infrastructure, whose names have been lost over time. It provides insight
into their innovative techniques and challenges. The narrative brings deserved recognition to these
foundational figures.

9. Voices from the Margins: Stories of the Displaced and the Downtrodden
Focusing on refugees, slaves, and marginalized communities throughout history, this book shares
their often-ignored experiences and resilience. It emphasizes the importance of including these
perspectives to understand the full scope of human history. The book is a call to remember those
who have been left out of mainstream historical accounts.

Forgotten People In History
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  forgotten people in history: A Colorado History Carl Ubbelohde, Maxine Benson, Duane A.
Smith, 2006 For forty years, A Colorado History has provided a comprehensive and accessible
panoramic history of the Centennial State. From the arrival of the Paleo-Indians to contemporary
times, this enlarged edition leads readers on an extraordinary exploration of a remarkable place.
  forgotten people in history: Queer Jewish Groups in Europe (1972-1990s) Jan Wilkens,
2025-03-31 In the 1970s, queer Jews became excited by the developments of the Gay Liberation
Movement in both the US and Europe. Until then, they were not able to express their queerness in
Jewish communities and hoped for new inclusive spaces. Yet, they quickly realized that the
movement was not as welcoming as anticipated. Thus, they started to organize: in February 1972,
the world’s first queer Jewish group became publicly visible in London with its symposium The
Jewish Homosexual in Society. The Jewish Gay Group began tackling the exclusion of
non-heteronormative Jews in British Jewish and queer communities. Soon after, two more queer
Jewish groups formed: Beit Haverim (House of Friends) in Paris and Sjalhomo (a neologism of
shalom and homosexual) in Amsterdam. Besides their goal of emancipation, these groups brought
together their members based on shared experiences as both Jewish and queer, opening up much
needed spaces for social encounters. The groups also established a Europe-wide support network
that enabled international collaboration for more than a decade. This study archives these groups’
histories and that of their network. By doing so, it broadens prevalent narratives of Europe’s
post-World War II Jewry and queers the discipline of Jewish History.
  forgotten people in history: Native Peoples of the World Steven L. Danver, 2015-03-10 This
work examines the world's indigenous peoples, their cultures, the countries in which they reside,
and the issues that impact these groups.
  forgotten people in history: Between Memory and History Marie Noelle Bourguet, Lucette
Valensi, Nathan Wachtel, 2016-03-31 The recent wave of interest in oral history and return to the
active subject as a topic in historical practice raises a number of questions about the status and
function of scholarly history in our societies. This articles in this volume, originally pubished in 1990,
and which originally appeared in History and Anthropology, Volume 2, Part 2, discuss what
contributions, meanings and consequences emerge from scholarly history turning to living memory,
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and what the relationships are between history and memory.
  forgotten people in history: The Historians' History of the World Vol.1 (of 25) (Illustrations)
Henry Smith Williams, A complete world history should, properly speaking, begin with the creation
of the world as man’s habitat, and should trace every step of human progress from the time when
man first appeared on the globe. Unfortunately, the knowledge of to-day does not permit us to follow
this theoretical obligation. We now know that the gaps in the history of human evolution as
accessible to us to-day, vastly exceed the recorded chapters; that, in short, the period with which
history proper has, at present, to content itself, is a mere moment in comparison with the vast
reaches of time which, in recognition of our ignorance, we term “prehistoric.” But this recognition of
limitations of our knowledge is a quite recent growth—no older, indeed, than a half century. Prior to
1859 the people of Christendom rested secure in the supposition that the chronology of man’s
history was fully known, from the very year of his creation. One has but to turn to the first chapter of
Genesis to find in the margin the date 4004 B.C., recorded with all confidence as the year of man’s
first appearance on the globe. One finds there, too, a brief but comprehensive account of the manner
of his appearance, as well as of the creation of the earth itself, his abiding-place. Until about half a
century ago, as has just been said, the peoples of our portion of the globe rested secure in the
supposition that this record and this date were a part of our definite knowledge of man’s history.
Therefore, one finds the writers of general histories of the earlier days of the nineteenth century
beginning their accounts with the creation of man, B.C. 4004, and coming on down to date with a
full and seemingly secure chronology. Our knowledge of the world and of man’s history has come on
by leaps and bounds since then, with the curious result that to-day no one thinks of making any
reference to the exact date of the beginnings of human history,—unless, indeed, it be to remark that
it probably reaches back some hundreds of thousands of years. The historian can speak of dates
anterior to 4004 B.C., to be sure. The Egyptologist is disposed to date the building of the Pyramids a
full thousand years earlier than that. And the Assyriologist is learning to speak of the state of
civilisation in Chaldea some 6000 or 7000 years B.C. with a certain measure of confidence. But he no
longer thinks of these dates as standing anywhere near the beginning of history. He knows that man
in that age, in the centres of progress, had attained a high stage of civilisation, and he feels sure that
there were some thousands of centuries of earlier time, during which man was slowly climbing
through savagery and barbarism, of which we have only the most fragmentary record. He does not
pretend to know anything, except by inference, of the “dawnings of civilisation.” Whichever way he
turns in the centres of progress, such as China, Egypt, Chaldea, India, he finds the earliest
accessible records, covering at best a period of only eight or ten thousand years, giving evidence of
a civilisation already far advanced. Of the exact origin of any one of the civilisations with which he
deals he knows absolutely nothing. “The Creation of Man,” with its fixed chronology, is a chapter
that has vanished from our modern histories. To be continue in this ebook...
  forgotten people in history: Contours of a People Nicole St-Onge, Carolyn Podruchny, Brenda
Macdougall, 2014-12-18 What does it mean to be Metis? How do the Metis understand their world,
and how do family, community, and location shape their consciousness? Such questions inform this
collection of essays on the northwestern North American people of mixed European and Native
ancestry who emerged in the seventeenth century as a distinct culture. Volume editors Nicole
St-Onge, Carolyn Podruchny, and Brenda Macdougall go beyond the concern with race and ethnicity
that takes center stage in most discussions of Metis culture to offer new ways of thinking about
Metis identity. Geography, mobility, and family have always defined Metis culture and society. The
Metis world spanned the better part of a continent, and a major theme of Contours of a People is the
Metis conception of geography—not only how Metis people used their environments but how they
gave meaning to place and developed connections to multiple landscapes. Their geographic
familiarity, physical and social mobility, and maintenance of family ties across time and space
appear to have evolved in connection with the fur trade and other commercial endeavors. These
efforts, and the cultural practices that emerged from them, have contributed to a sense of
community and the nationalist sentiment felt by many Metis today. Writing about a wide geographic



area, the contributors consider issues ranging from Metis rights under Canadian law and how the
Library of Congress categorizes Metis scholarship to the role of women in maintaining economic and
social networks. The authors’ emphasis on geography and its power in shaping identity will influence
and enlighten Canadian and American scholars across a variety of disciplines.
  forgotten people in history: Outlines of Greek History William Carey Morey, 1908
  forgotten people in history: The Routledge Companion to New Cinema History Daniel
Biltereyst, Richard Maltby, Philippe Meers, 2019-02-05 The Routledge Companion to New Cinema
History presents the most recent approaches and methods in the study of the social experience of
cinema, from its origins in vaudeville and traveling exhibitions to the multiplexes of today. Exploring
its history from the perspective of the cinemagoer, the study of new cinema history examines the
circulation and consumption of cinema, the political and legal structures that underpinned its
activities, the place that it occupied in the lives of its audiences and the traces that it left in their
memories. Using a broad range of methods from the statistical analyses of box office economics to
ethnography, oral history, and memory studies, this approach has brought about an undisputable
change in how we study cinema, and the questions we ask about its history. This companion
examines the place, space, and practices of film exhibition and programming; the questions of
gender and ethnicity within the cinematic experience; and the ways in which audiences gave
meaning to cinemagoing practices, specific films, stars, and venues, and its operation as a site of
social and cultural exchange from Detroit and Laredo to Bandung and Chennai. Contributors
demonstrate how the digitization of source materials and the use of digital research tools have
enabled them to map previously unexplored aspects of cinema’s business and social history and
undertake comparative analysis of the diversity of the social experience of cinema across regional,
national, and continental boundaries. With contributions from leading scholars in the field, The
Routledge Companion to New Cinema History enlarges and refines our understanding of cinema’s
place in the social history of the twentieth century.
  forgotten people in history: Nyoongar People of Australia Rosemary van den Berg, 2021-12-28
This text is about the indigenous Nyoongar people of the south-west of Western Australia and their
perspectives on racism, which has had a devastating effect on their lives and culture since
colonisation; and the multicultural policies that are effective in Australia. The author, and those
Nyoongars interviewed, give valuable insight into Aboriginal lives. Their comments reveal how
Nyoongar people survived the colonialism, cultural genocide, the horrendous state government
policies under which they were forced to exist, the Stolen Generations of children and the loss of
their land, identity, culture, and purpose in their lives. Presently, they are fighting for equality and
for recognition as being part of the oldest living culture in the world, that of the Australian
Aborigines.
  forgotten people in history: Indigenous Peoples and the Second World War R. Scott
Sheffield, Noah Riseman, 2019 A transnational history of how Indigenous peoples mobilised en
masse to support the war effort on the battlefields and the home fronts.
  forgotten people in history: Black Tudors Miranda Kaufmann, 2017-10-05 A new,
transformative history – in Tudor times there were Black people living and working in Britain, and
they were free ‘This is history on the cutting edge of archival research, but accessibly written and
alive with human details and warmth.’ David Olusoga, author of Black and British: A Forgotten
History A black porter publicly whips a white Englishman in the hall of a Gloucestershire manor
house. A Moroccan woman is baptised in a London church. Henry VIII dispatches a Mauritanian
diver to salvage lost treasures from the Mary Rose. From long-forgotten records emerge the
remarkable stories of Africans who lived free in Tudor England… They were present at some of the
defining moments of the age. They were christened, married and buried by the Church. They were
paid wages like any other Tudors. The untold stories of the Black Tudors, dazzlingly brought to life
by Kaufmann, will transform how we see this most intriguing period of history. *** Shortlisted for
the Wolfson History Prize 2018 A Book of the Year for the Evening Standard and the Observer ‘That
rare thing: a book about the 16th century that said something new.’ Evening Standard, Books of the



Year ‘Splendid… a cracking contribution to the field.’ Dan Jones, Sunday Times ‘Consistently
fascinating, historically invaluable… the narrative is pacy... Anyone reading it will never look at
Tudor England in the same light again.’ Daily Mail
  forgotten people in history: Remembering Conquest Omar Valerio-Jiménez, 2024-04-10 This
book analyzes the ways collective memories of the US-Mexico War have shaped Mexican Americans'
civil rights struggles over several generations. As the first Latinx people incorporated into the
nation, Mexican Americans were offered US citizenship by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which
ended the war. Because the 1790 Naturalization Act declared whites solely eligible for citizenship,
the treaty pronounced Mexican Americans to be legally white. While their incorporation as citizens
appeared as progress towards racial justice and the electorate’s diversification, their second-class
citizenship demonstrated a retrenchment in racial progress. Over several generations, civil rights
activists summoned conquest memories to link Mexican Americans' poverty, electoral
disenfranchisement, low educational attainment, and health disparities to structural and institutional
inequalities resulting from racial retrenchments. Activists also recalled the treaty’s citizenship
guarantees to push for property rights, protection from vigilante attacks, and educational reform.
Omar Valerio-Jiménez addresses the politics of memory by exploring how succeeding generations
reinforced or modified earlier memories of conquest according to their contemporary social and
political contexts. The book also examines collective memories in the US and Mexico to illustrate
transnational influences on Mexican Americans and to demonstrate how community and national
memories can be used strategically to advance political agendas.
  forgotten people in history: The Liberal Mind in a Conservative Party Geoffrey Robinson,
2025-06-17 Robinson analyses the peculiarly Australian intellectual tradition of liberal conservatism
within the mainstream centre-right Liberal Party of Australia. Conservative intellectuals in Australia
have forged a pragmatic, sceptical and utilitarian liberal conservatism focused on the tasks of
government. It remains distant both from the romantic and organicist ideas of the populist right and
the simplicities of libertarianism. Focusing on key figures within this tradition, Robinson tracks the
progress of Australian liberal conservatism over the years through its origins in the work of David
Hume to the thoughts of Peter Coleman, David Kemp and Andrew Norton before moving forward to
George Brandis and Gregory Melleuish. The Liberal Party of Australia has appealed successfully to
the conservative sentiments of voters in a liberal society. The Liberal Mind in a Conservative Party
tells the story of seven intellectuals who helped make this possible. Peter Coleman drew on John
Anderson, Georges Sorel and Michael Oakeshott to champion neoconservatism. He argues that this
potent political ideology has shaped a distinct political identity, which rejects conservative
traditionalism, and libertarian economics, while defending a pragmatic approach to capitalism. A
fascinating read for students and scholars of Australian politics, this book will also be of great value
to readers with an interest in international centre-right politics.
  forgotten people in history: The Essential Guide to Writing History Essays Katherine
Pickering Antonova, 2019-12-10 The Essential Guide to Writing History Essays is a step-by-step
guide to the typical assignments of any undergraduate or master's-level history program in North
America. Effective writing is a process of discovery, achieved through the continual act of making
choices--what to include or exclude, how to order elements, and which style to choose--each
according to the author's goals and the intended audience. The book integrates reading and
specialized vocabulary with writing and revision and addresses the evolving nature of digital media
while teaching the terms and logic of traditional sources and the reasons for citation as well as the
styles. This approach to writing not only helps students produce an effective final product and build
from writing simple, short essays to completing a full research thesis, it also teaches students why
and how an essay is effective, empowering them to approach new writing challenges with the
freedom to find their own voice.
  forgotten people in history: Intriguing Insights Pasquale De Marco, 2025-03-22 Intriguing
Insights is an intellectual odyssey that delves into the depths of human experience, creativity, and
the ever-changing landscape of our world. With a keen eye for detail and a profound understanding



of the human condition, this book offers a tapestry of thought-provoking essays and reflections that
will challenge your assumptions and expand your horizons. Prepare to embark on a journey that
traverses the realms of art, culture, history, and the human experience. From the vibrant hues of
artistic expression to the symphony of human endeavor, Intriguing Insights unravels the threads that
connect us all, transcending boundaries of time and space. In the crucible of change, witness the
transformative power of innovation, resilience, and the indomitable spirit of humanity. Reflect on the
echoes of history, the canvas of cultural expressions, and the intricacies of society, gaining a deeper
understanding of ourselves and our place in the vast tapestry of life. With every turn of the page,
Intriguing Insights invites you to embrace the unknown, to venture beyond the familiar confines of
your perception and explore the uncharted territories of possibility. This book is an invitation to
ignite the spark of curiosity, to embark on a journey of exploration and discovery, and to embrace
the beauty and complexity of the world around us. As you delve into the chapters that lie ahead,
you'll uncover the profound wisdom and insights of those who have come before us, weaving
together their perspectives with your own to create a rich and multifaceted tapestry of
understanding. Intriguing Insights is not merely a collection of words; it is a catalyst for thought, a
spark that ignites the imagination and sets the mind ablaze with wonder and inspiration. Join us on
this intellectual and emotional odyssey, and prepare to be captivated by the intriguing insights that
await you. Intriguing Insights promises a journey that is both enlightening and transformative,
leaving you with a profound appreciation for the intricate tapestry of life. If you like this book, write
a review!
  forgotten people in history: Quarterly Essay 19 Relaxed and Comfortable Judith Brett,
2005-09-01 What is the Liberal Party's core appeal to Australian voters? Has John Howard made a
dramatic break with the past, or has he ingeniously modernised the strategies of his party's founder,
Sir Robert Menzies? For Judith Brett, the governmeant of John Howard has done what successful
Liberal governments have always done: it has made its stand firmly at the centre and presented
itself as the true guardian of the national interest. In doing this, John Howard has taken over the
national traditions of the Australian Legend that Labor once considered its own. Brett offers a lucid
short history of the Liberals as well as an original account of the Prime Minister, arguing that, above
all, he is a man obsessed with the fight against Labor. She explores both his inventiveness in
practising the politics of unity and his great ruthlessness in practising the politics of division. She
incorporates fascinating interview material with Liberal voters, shedding light on some of the
different ways in which the Liberals appeal as the natural party of government. Full of provocative
ideas, Relaxed and Comfortable will change the way Australians see the last decade of national
politics. ‘Where Keating spoke to the nation, Howard spoke from it - straight from the heart of its
shared beliefs and commonsense understandings of itself.’ —Judith Brett, Relaxed and Comfortable
‘Judith Brett's elegent account of the Liberal Party's Australia rightly emphasises older nationalist
and individualist themes that John Howard has exploited.’ —Ian Marsh ‘Judith Brett's essay is
important because it makes no attempt to lionise or demonise John Howard. It seeks merely to
examine the reasons for his phenomenal run and does so with great precision.’ —Graham
Richardson ‘Brett's is a sober analysis and not one of moral outrage. The essay represents a
challenge to the leftist sense that under Howard, as Chicken Licken said, 'The sky is falling!’ —David
Corlett ‘Judith Brett has once more shown herself to be one of the foremost commentators on the
Liberal Party's political role. It is really the fact that her essay is so good that has prompted my
response.’ —David Kemp Judith Brett is professor of politics at La Trobe University and one of
Australia’s leading political thinkers. She is a former editor of Meanjin and columnist for the Age.
She is the author of the award-winning Robert Menzies’ Forgotten People and Australian Liberals
and the Moral Middle Class: From Alfred Deakin to John Howard (2003), which was shortlisted for
the Queensland premier’s prize for non-fiction.
  forgotten people in history: Learning to Divide the World John Willinsky, 1998 The barbarian
rules by force; the cultivated conqueror teaches. This maxim form the age of empire hints at the
usually hidden connections between education and conquest. In Learning to Divide the World, John



Willinsky brings these correlations to light, offering a balanced, humane, and beautifully written
account of the ways that imperialism's educational legacy continues to separate us into black and
white, east and west, primitive and civilized.
  forgotten people in history: Defying Jim Crow Donald E. DeVore, 2015-02-18 From the
earliest days of Jim Crow, African Americans in New Orleans rallied around the belief that the new
system of racially biased laws, designed to relegate them to second-class citizenship, was neither
legitimate nor permanent. Drawing on shared memories of fluid race relations and post-Civil War
political participation, they remained committed to a disciplined and sustained pursuit of equality.
Defying Jim Crow tells the story of this community's decades-long struggle against segregation,
disenfranchisement, and racial violence. Amid mounting violence and increasing exclusion, black
New Orleanians believed their best defense depended upon maintaining a close-knit and politically
engaged community. Donald E. DeVore's peerless research shows how African Americans sought to
reverse the trends of oppression by prioritizing the kind of capacity building-investment in
education, participation in national organizations, and a spirit of entrepreneurship in markets not
dominated by white businessmen-that would ensure the community's ability to keep fighting for their
rights in the face of setbacks and hostility from the city's white leaders. As some black activists
worked to attain equity within the separate but equal framework, they provided a firm foundation
and crucial support for more overt challenges to the racist government structures. The result of over
a decade's research into the history of civil rights and community building in New Orleans, Defying
Jim Crow provides a thorough and insightful analysis of race relations in one of America's most
diverse cities and offers a vital contribution to the complex history of the African American struggle
for freedom.
  forgotten people in history: A People's History of Modern Europe William A. Pelz,
2016-05-20 From the monarchical terror of the Middle Ages to the mangled Europe of the
twenty-first century, A People's History of Modern Europe tells the history of the continent through
the deeds of those whom mainstream history tries to forget. Europe provided the perfect conditions
for a great number of political revolutions from below. The German peasant wars of Thomas
Müntzer, the bourgeois revolutions of the eighteenth century, the rise of the industrial worker in
England, the turbulent journey of the Russian Soviets, the role of the European working class
throughout the Cold War, student protests in 1968 and through to the present day, when we
continue to fight to forge an alternative to the barbaric economic system. By focusing on the role of
women, trade unions and students, this history sweeps away the tired platitudes of the privileged
upon which our current understanding is based, providing an opportunity to see our history
differently.
  forgotten people in history: An Amazonian Myth and Its History Peter Gow, 2001 Peter Gow
unites the ethnographic data collected by the fieldwork methods invented by Malinowski with
Levi-Strauss's analyses of the relations between myth and time. His book is an analysis of a century
of social transformation in an indigenous Amazonian society, the Piro people of PeruvianAmazonia,
taking as its starting point a single myth told to the author by a Piro man. Gow explores Piro history
and ethnography outwards into the domains of myth-telling in general, and following the logic of
certain important myths, further out into important domains of Piro experience such asvisual art,
shamanry and girls' initiation ritual. All of these domains, like the myths themselves, have been
demonstrably changing over the period since the 1880s. The book then shows how these changes
are in fact transformations of transformations, changes in social forms that are intrinsicallyabout
change. The logic of these changes are then followed through the historical circumstances of Piro
people from the 1880s to the 1980s, to show how the intrinsically transformational nature of Piro
social forms led them to respond in the ways that they did to the coming of rubber
bosses,missionaries, and film-makers.This book makes an important contribution to debates in
anthropology on the nature of history and social change, as well as addressing neglected areas such
as myth, visual art, and the methodological issues involved in addressing fieldwork and archival
data.
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