
fort lauderdale florida hurricane history

fort lauderdale florida hurricane history reflects a long and impactful relationship between this vibrant
coastal city and the powerful tropical storms that have shaped its development and resilience. Located along
Florida’s southeastern coastline, Fort Lauderdale has experienced numerous hurricanes over the decades,
each contributing to changes in infrastructure, emergency preparedness, and community awareness.
Understanding the hurricane history of Fort Lauderdale is essential for appreciating the city's ongoing
efforts to protect its residents and property from future storm threats. This article explores significant
hurricanes that have affected Fort Lauderdale, the meteorological characteristics of these storms, and the
city’s evolving response strategies. Additionally, the historical context provides insight into patterns of
hurricane activity in the region and highlights lessons learned through decades of hurricane encounters.

Overview of Fort Lauderdale Florida Hurricane History

Major Hurricanes Impacting Fort Lauderdale

Hurricane Preparedness and Response in Fort Lauderdale

Climatic Trends and Future Hurricane Risks

Overview of Fort Lauderdale Florida Hurricane History
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, has a documented history of hurricanes dating back to the late 19th century. Due
to its geographic location along the Atlantic coast, it is vulnerable to hurricanes forming in the Atlantic
Ocean and the Caribbean Sea. The city’s hurricane history includes a mixture of direct hits, near misses, and
indirect impacts from storms passing offshore. These events have varied in intensity from tropical storms to
Category 4 hurricanes, causing varying degrees of damage related to wind, storm surge, and flooding. Over
time, Fort Lauderdale has developed sophisticated meteorological monitoring and emergency management
systems to mitigate hurricane damage.

Geographic and Climatic Factors Influencing Hurricanes
The coastal position of Fort Lauderdale exposes it to hurricanes that track northward along the Florida
peninsula or curve eastward after forming near the Caribbean. Warm waters of the Atlantic Ocean and the
Gulf Stream provide the energy necessary for hurricane formation and intensification near the region.
Seasonal hurricane activity typically peaks between August and October, coinciding with the warmest sea
surface temperatures. These climatic conditions contribute to the frequency and severity of hurricanes



impacting Fort Lauderdale.

Historical Patterns in Hurricane Activity
Historical records show fluctuating periods of heightened hurricane activity affecting Fort Lauderdale.
Decades such as the 1920s and 1940s saw multiple strong hurricanes in the region, while other periods
experienced relative calm. The city’s hurricane history is characterized by both occasional catastrophic
storms and more frequent, less severe tropical cyclones. This variability underscores the importance of
continuous preparedness and adaptation to changing weather patterns.

Major Hurricanes Impacting Fort Lauderdale
Several major hurricanes have left a lasting mark on Fort Lauderdale’s infrastructure and community.
These storms are notable for their intensity, damage caused, and influence on local hurricane preparedness
policies. The following are some of the most significant hurricanes in Fort Lauderdale’s history.

1926 Miami Hurricane
The 1926 Miami Hurricane was one of the earliest and most devastating storms to affect Fort Lauderdale.
Although it made landfall slightly south of the city, the hurricane brought destructive winds, heavy
rainfall, and flooding to Fort Lauderdale. This event resulted in widespread damage to homes, businesses,
and transportation infrastructure, highlighting the vulnerability of the region to major hurricanes during
the early 20th century.

Hurricane Donna (1960)
Hurricane Donna was a powerful Category 4 hurricane that caused significant damage across South Florida,
including Fort Lauderdale. The storm produced sustained high winds and a substantial storm surge,
damaging coastal properties and disrupting utilities. Donna’s impact prompted improvements in building
codes and emergency response protocols within the city.

Hurricane Wilma (2005)
One of the most recent major hurricanes to impact Fort Lauderdale, Hurricane Wilma, struck the area as a
Category 3 storm. Wilma caused extensive wind damage, widespread power outages, and flooding
throughout the city. Recovery efforts following the hurricane led to enhanced infrastructure resilience and
community preparedness initiatives in Fort Lauderdale.



Other Notable Hurricanes

Hurricane Cleo (1964) – Caused heavy rainfall and flooding.

Hurricane Irene (1999) – Brought tropical storm conditions and minor damage.

Hurricane Matthew (2016) – Passed offshore but caused coastal flooding and beach erosion.

Hurricane Preparedness and Response in Fort Lauderdale
Fort Lauderdale has established comprehensive hurricane preparedness and response strategies informed
by its extensive hurricane history. These measures aim to reduce the impact of future storms on residents,
businesses, and critical infrastructure.

Emergency Management and Evacuation Plans
The city’s emergency management office coordinates evacuation routes, shelters, and public
communication during hurricane threats. Residents are encouraged to follow evacuation orders and prepare
emergency supply kits. Regular drills and public information campaigns enhance community readiness.

Building Codes and Infrastructure Improvements
Following destructive hurricanes, Fort Lauderdale has updated building codes to require stronger
construction standards, particularly for roofs and windows. Infrastructure projects include the
reinforcement of seawalls, improved drainage systems to mitigate flooding, and upgrades to the electrical
grid to reduce outage durations.

Community Education and Resilience Programs
Public education programs increase awareness of hurricane risks and promote preparedness actions. The
city collaborates with local organizations to support vulnerable populations and ensure equitable access to
resources during hurricane emergencies. Resilience planning incorporates lessons learned from past
hurricanes to build a safer, more adaptable community.



Climatic Trends and Future Hurricane Risks
Analysis of recent climatic data indicates that Fort Lauderdale may face evolving hurricane risks due to
climate change. Warmer ocean temperatures and rising sea levels contribute to the potential for more
intense storms and increased flooding.

Impact of Climate Change on Hurricane Activity
Scientific studies suggest that hurricanes may become stronger and more destructive in the future, with
increased rainfall and slower storm movement. These factors could exacerbate the impacts on Fort
Lauderdale, necessitating ongoing updates to preparedness and mitigation strategies.

Sea Level Rise and Coastal Vulnerability
Rising sea levels increase the likelihood of storm surge flooding in low-lying areas of Fort Lauderdale. This
trend threatens coastal infrastructure and natural habitats, making adaptation efforts such as coastal
restoration and floodplain management critical components of the city’s hurricane resilience plan.

Strategies for Mitigating Future Risks

Implementing green infrastructure to manage stormwater.

Enhancing early warning systems and real-time monitoring.

Promoting community-based resilience and emergency preparedness.

Investing in sustainable urban planning and development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What major hurricanes have historically impacted Fort Lauderdale,
Florida?
Fort Lauderdale has been impacted by several major hurricanes including the 1926 Miami hurricane,
Hurricane Betsy in 1965, Hurricane Wilma in 2005, and Hurricane Irma in 2017.



How often do hurricanes typically hit Fort Lauderdale?
Fort Lauderdale is located in a hurricane-prone region and typically experiences tropical storms or
hurricanes every few years, with major hurricanes impacting the area roughly once every decade.

What was the impact of Hurricane Wilma on Fort Lauderdale?
Hurricane Wilma in 2005 caused significant damage in Fort Lauderdale, including widespread power
outages, flooding, and structural damage to homes and businesses. It was one of the most intense hurricanes
to hit South Florida in recent history.

How has Fort Lauderdale improved its hurricane preparedness over the
years?
Fort Lauderdale has improved hurricane preparedness by enhancing building codes, investing in better
stormwater management systems, conducting regular emergency drills, and improving communication
systems to keep residents informed during hurricane events.

What are some historical records of hurricane intensity in Fort
Lauderdale?
Fort Lauderdale has experienced hurricanes with wind speeds exceeding 100 mph, such as Hurricane
Wilma (2005) with sustained winds of about 120 mph and Hurricane Irma (2017) which caused significant
wind and storm surge damage in the area.

Additional Resources
1. Storm Surge: The Fury of Hurricanes in Fort Lauderdale
This book chronicles the most devastating hurricanes that have struck Fort Lauderdale, focusing on the
impact of storm surges and flooding. It provides detailed accounts from survivors and emergency
responders, capturing the community’s resilience. The narrative also explores how local infrastructure has
evolved to better withstand future storms.

2. Eye of the Storm: Fort Lauderdale’s Hurricane Legacy
Eye of the Storm offers a comprehensive history of hurricanes that have shaped Fort Lauderdale over the
past century. The author delves into meteorological data, personal stories, and government responses to
major hurricanes. Readers gain insight into how these natural disasters have influenced urban planning and
disaster preparedness in the region.

3. Winds of Change: Hurricanes and Fort Lauderdale’s Transformation
This book examines the transformative effects hurricanes have had on Fort Lauderdale’s social, economic,



and environmental landscape. It highlights key storms that prompted significant policy changes and
community rebuilding efforts. Through vivid storytelling, the book illustrates the city’s ongoing battle
with nature’s unpredictability.

4. After the Hurricane: Rebuilding Fort Lauderdale
After the Hurricane focuses on the aftermath of major hurricanes in Fort Lauderdale, detailing the
recovery and rebuilding processes. The author highlights the challenges faced by residents and local
authorities, as well as the innovative solutions implemented to improve resilience. The book serves as a
testament to the strength and determination of the Fort Lauderdale community.

5. Fort Lauderdale in the Eye: Hurricanes Through the Decades
Spanning multiple decades, this book presents a timeline of significant hurricanes that have affected Fort
Lauderdale. It includes archival photos, newspaper excerpts, and interviews with longtime residents. The
narrative emphasizes the evolution of hurricane tracking and preparedness in the city.

6. Raging Seas: The Impact of Hurricanes on Fort Lauderdale’s Coastline
Raging Seas explores how hurricanes have reshaped Fort Lauderdale’s coastline, focusing on erosion, beach
restoration, and environmental challenges. The book combines scientific research with firsthand accounts to
explain the dynamic relationship between the ocean and the city. It also addresses future concerns related
to climate change and rising sea levels.

7. Hurricane Havoc: Fort Lauderdale’s Storm Stories
This collection of personal stories and historical accounts captures the human side of hurricanes in Fort
Lauderdale. From harrowing escapes to acts of heroism, the book paints a vivid picture of life during and
after storms. It is a tribute to the courage and community spirit that emerge in times of disaster.

8. Fort Lauderdale Floods: Hurricanes and Urban Vulnerability
Focusing on flooding caused by hurricanes, this book analyzes the vulnerabilities of Fort Lauderdale’s urban
infrastructure. It discusses drainage systems, stormwater management, and the challenges posed by rapid
urbanization. The author also explores strategies to mitigate flood risks and protect residents.

9. The Hurricane Chronicles: Fort Lauderdale’s Battle with Nature
The Hurricane Chronicles offers an in-depth look at the ongoing struggle between Fort Lauderdale and the
hurricanes that threaten it. Through detailed case studies of major storms, the book highlights lessons
learned and the progress made in forecasting and emergency response. It serves as both a historical record
and a guide for future preparedness.
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  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Florida's Hurricane History Jay Barnes,
2012-08-15 The Sunshine State has an exceptionally stormy past. Vulnerable to storms that arise in
the Atlantic, Caribbean, and Gulf of Mexico, Florida has been hit by far more hurricanes than any
other state. In many ways, hurricanes have helped shape Florida's history. Early efforts by the
French, Spanish, and English to claim the territory as their own were often thwarted by hurricanes.
More recently, storms have affected such massive projects as Henry Flagler's Overseas Railroad and
efforts to manage water in South Florida. In this book, Jay Barnes offers a fascinating and
informative look at Florida's hurricane history. Drawing on meteorological research, news reports,
first-person accounts, maps, and historical photographs, he traces all of the notable hurricanes that
have affected the state over the last four-and-a-half centuries, from the great storms of the early
colonial period to the devastating hurricanes of 2004 and 2005--Charley, Frances, Ivan, Jeanne,
Dennis, Katrina, and Wilma. In addition to providing a comprehensive chronology of more than one
hundred individual storms, Florida's Hurricane History includes information on the basics of
hurricane dynamics, formation, naming, and forecasting. It explores the origins of the U.S. Weather
Bureau and government efforts to study and track hurricanes in Florida, home of the National
Hurricane Center. But the book does more than examine how hurricanes have shaped Florida's past;
it also looks toward the future, discussing the serious threat that hurricanes continue to pose to both
lives and property in the state. Filled with more than 200 photographs and maps, the book also
features a foreword by Steve Lyons, tropical weather expert for the Weather Channel. It will serve
as both an essential reference on hurricanes in Florida and a remarkable source of the stories--of
tragedy and destruction, rescue and survival--that foster our fascination with these powerful storms.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Lists of Florida Hurricanes ,
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Florida Hurricanes Richard W. Gray, 1949
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Storm of the Century Willie Drye, 2019-08 In
1934, hundreds of jobless World War I veterans were sent to the remote Florida Keys to build a
highway from Miami to Key West. The Roosevelt Administration was making a genuine effort to help
these down-and-out vets, many of whom suffered from what is known today as post-traumatic stress
disorder. But the attempt to help them turned into a tragedy. The supervisors in charge of the
veterans misunderstood the danger posed by hurricanes in the low-lying Florida Keys. In late August
1935, a small, stealthy tropical storm crossed the Bahamas, causing little damage. When it entered
the Straits of Florida, however, it exploded into one of the most powerful hurricanes on record. But
US Weather Bureau forecasters could only guess at its exact position, and their calculations were
well off the mark. The hurricane that struck the Upper Florida Keys on the evening of September 2,
1935 is still the most powerful hurricane to make landfall in the US. Supervisors waited too long to
call for an evacuation train from Miami to move the vets out of harm’s way. The train was slammed
by the storm surge soon after it reached Islamorada. Only the 160-ton locomotive was left upright on
the tracks. About 400 veterans were left unprotected in flimsy work camps. Around 260 of them
were killed. This is their story, with newly discovered photos and stories of some of the heroes of the
Labor Day 1935 calamity.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: The Great Okeechobee Hurricane of 1928 Wayne
Neely, 2014-12-09 This thoroughly researched history considers the storm and its aftermath,
exploring an important historical weather event that has been neglected. Through historical
photographs of actual damage and personal recollections, author and veteran meteorologist Wayne
Neely examines the widespread devastation that the hurricane caused.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Hurricane Almanac Bryan Norcross, 2007-05-29
Essential Information from CBS News' Hurricane Analyst Bryan Norcross's pioneering and
courageous TV coverage of Hurricane Andrew in 1992 helped millions of people in Florida cope with
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the killer storm. This revised and updated version of last year's popular almanac adds detailed
stories of the powerful hurricanes of the past that would be catastrophes if they happened today and
explores how explosive coastal development during a time of relatively few hurricanes has set the
stage for mega-disasters. If hurricanes make landfall today at the rate they did in much of the
twentieth century, how could we prevent the unimaginable destruction? A new section will also help
you better understand hurricane advisories. Bryan Norcross's Hurricane Almanac is two books in
one. The first half is hurricane science, history, and perspectives on how we, as a society, deal with
hurricanes. The second half is a personal guide to Living Successfully in the Hurricane Zone. In
addition to reviewing and explaining the relatively mild 2006 hurricane season, it looks forward to
hurricane seasons to come, highlights the fascinating history of hurricanes interacting with
civilization, and details our rapidly increasingly ability---but still with limitations---to predict the
severity and tracks of storms. With preparation checklists and shopping lists, an easy-to-understand
guide to the technical information coming from the National Hurricane Center, and critical practical
information, Hurricane Almanac is your essential guide to coping with Mother Nature's greatest
storms. A provocative chapter entitled: How I'd Do It Better details Norcross's ideas for a better
hurricane system. -Family Communications -Evacuation Decision-making -Staying in a House
-Staying in an Apartment -Shutters -Hurricane-proof Windows -Backup Power -Generators
-Computer Hurricane Plan -Post-storm Air-Conditioning -Candles -Pool Preparation -Pets, Boats,
Cars, and Businesses -Insurance
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: For Sale —American Paradise Willie Drye,
2015-10-20 Winner of the Independent Publisher Book Awards Silver Medal for Best Regional
Nonfiction in the Southwest The story of how Florida became entwined with Americans’
20th-century hopes, dreams and expectations, and how it was the site of mass delusion, real estate
collapses, and catastrophic hurricanes. For Sale--American Paradise focuses on the experiences of
William Jennings Bryan and Edwin Menninger, the two men who shaped the image of Florida that
we know today and who sold that image as America’s paradise. It's also a tale of the euphoria and
mass delusion that inevitably happens when times are good and people convince themselves that
they’ve found a foolproof way to have it all, have it now, and keep it forever.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Hurricane! Anne Rooney, 2015-01-01 Written in
British English, Hurricane! describes how and where hurricanes, cyclones and typhoons happen.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Legends & Lore of Fort Lauderdale's New River
Donn R. Colee Jr., 2021 The New River winds its way through a mysterious and tumultuous history,
from the whirlpools of a legendary birth to banks stained with the blood of a massacre. Long-lost
tribes flourished on the bounty of fish from its crystal-clear water and game from its wooded shores,
only to succumb to European weapons and disease ... South Florida's destiny was changed forever
when inshore transportation evolved from foot and hoof to inland waterway and steel rails. Schemes
to 'drain the Everglades' turned swamp to subdivisions with the New River at its core. Trace the
storied arc of Fort Lauderdale's ancient waterway with author Donn R. Colee Jr.--Publisher
marketing.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: The Everglades Handbook Thomas E. Lodge,
2016-11-03 This fourth edition covers the key subjects of previous editions with major updates of the
new science and understanding. If there ever was a necessary book for Everglades advocates,
students, authors, members of government and their agencies, The Everglades Handbook:
Understanding the Ecosystem is an absolute must! —Nathaniel P. Reed, from the Foreword “This
book is far and away the best guide now in print to Everglades issues -- authoritative,
well-illustrated, well-indexed, and readable. — Martha Musgrove, retired Miami Herald journalist,
founding President of the Decision Makers Forum, and Southeast Regional Director of the Florida
Wildlife Federation Given the astonishing breadth and depth of scientific activities in the Everglades,
Tom Lodge once again illustrates his savvy as an articulate science writer in condensing the complex
dynamics of this remarkable ecosystem. ...In summary, the Handbook reviews a vast literature into a
compelling read about the natural treasures of the Everglades. —Evelyn E. Gaiser, Executive



Director, School of Environment, Arts and Society, and Associate Dean, College of Arts & Sciences,
Florida International University, modified from Wetlands (2011) 31
_____________________________________________________________________________________ The fourth
edition presents expanded treatment of subjects where our knowledge of the Everglades and its
restoration has greatly improved. This more detailed coverage includes: Computer modeling and its
applications to the Everglades environment Quantified role of water flow in shaping the Everglades
landscape The origin and evolution of fixed tree islands Sulfur and related mercury as wetland
pollutants Up-to-date summary of the now quantified economic benefits of restoration, shown to be
far in excess of the cost The Everglades Handbook: Understanding the Ecosystem, Fourth Edition is
a scholarly reference packed cover to cover with scientific information about the ecosystem of the
Everglades - taking into account how drastically the Everglades has changed. Topically, the book
covers disciplines ranging from ecology, geology, climatology, hydrology, anthropology to
conservation biology. Written in Tom Lodge’s trademark accessible style, this extensively researched
text is essential reading for anybody trying to understand the challenges we face in restoring this
unique ecosystem.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Ocean , 2008-07-21 Breathtaking, powerful, and
all-encompassing in its sheer scope and visual impact, Ocean sweeps you away on an incredible
journeyinto the depths of our astonishing marine world. As the site where life first formed on Earth,
a key element of the climate, and a fragile resource, oceans areof vital importance to our planet.
This is a definitive visual guide to the world's oceans - including the geological and physical
processes that affectthe ocean floor, the key habitat zones, the rich diversity of marine life.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: American Public Life and the Historical
Imagination Wendy Gamber, 2003 By applying various critical historical strategies and
methodologies to the study of 19th- and 20th-century American public life, this volume unearths
fascinating chronicles in American history, such as the alliance of the Anti-Saloon League and the
Klu Klux Klan.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Florida Almanac, 2012 Bernie McGovern,
2012-04-23 An amazing atlas, directory, tourist guide, reference manual, and history book all in
one—for natives, visitors, and new residents in the Sunshine State! From basic history and tourist
information to obscure facts—such as the size of the largest squash grown—this book has it all. After
reading the list of derivatives for the name of each Florida county, the Lake City Reporter called a
previous edition of this book “indispensable” and described it as containing “just about everything
you ever wanted to know about Florida—and a good deal of information you probably never really
thought about.” In addition to listings of national memorials, monuments, and landmarks, this
volume contains road maps of each county, charts of rivers and waterways, and facts about Florida’s
geography and climate. For those who are visiting the state, there are sections on major attractions,
annual festivals, state parks, and lodging as well as regulations for boating, fishing, and hunting. The
chapters on education, crime, residency, taxes, and utilities will be invaluable to people who are
considering moving to Florida. Anyone interested in the history and settlement of the Sunshine State
will appreciate the facts about Native American cultures and the chronology of major events in
Florida’s past. Also included are various statistics and a hurricane survival guide. Packed with
information and including a detailed index, it’s a useful, comprehensive reference—and a fascinating
resource for geography lovers.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Fort Lauderdale Hollywood International
Airport , 2008
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Living with Florida's Atlantic Beaches David M.
Bush, 2004 A call to live with the coast, as opposed to living at the coast; unless Florida coastal
communities conserve beaches and mitigate storm impacts, the future of the beach-based economy
is in question.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Draining the Swamp, Southern Style Bruce D.
Epperson, 2021-02-23 In 1912, a Congressional committee met to investigate allegations that the



Secretary of Agriculture had suppressed a report by J. O. Wright on drainage in the Florida
Everglades. The following seven months of committee hearings uncovered a veritable horror-show of
corruption, self-dealing, misuse of government personnel and property for private gain, the tarring
of reputations in order to protect high-level officials, and outright blackmail within the Department
of Agriculture and the state governments of Florida and North Carolina. The Wright Report Incident
is most commonly understood in its connection to the Everglades, and few histories have included its
effects on the North Carolina Pocosin wetland and other coastal plain swamps. This book seeks fills
that gap. It details the timeline, intricate politics, and webs of corruption that make up the story of
the Wright Incident and, specifically, its connection to land management practices in coastal North
Carolina that continue to impact the industries of the state almost 100 years later.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: The Great Bahamian Hurricanes of 1926
Wayne Neely, 2009-11-16 Every year, hurricanes seem to be increasingly severe and unpredictable,
ensuring that they remain one of the most frequent topics of conversation in our everyday lives. The
Great Bahamian Hurricanes of 1926 provides the perfect introduction to the complexities and
dynamics of hurricanes. It focuses on how they develop, what causes them to be so powerful, the
history behind them and how hurricanes affect us all. Wayne Neely tells the story of three of the
worst natural catastrophes in the history of the Bahamas. However, this is not just the story of three
big storms, but also of the many Bahamians who had to endure them. The individual stories of
heroism and cowardice; tragedy and redemption vividly bring these storms to life. Each hurricane
season brings with it a reminder that we are constantly subject to natural occurrences over which
we have no control. Through unique historical photographs of actual damages from these three
storms, this book shows the widespread devastation that these storms inflicted on the Bahamas.
Drawing upon many newspaper accounts, ship reports and Family Island Commissioners reports
from throughout the Bahamas, the author provides a fascinating glimpse of these hurricanes as they
devastated the Bahamas.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: The Greatest and Deadliest Hurricanes to Impact
the Bahamas Wayne Neely, 2019-12-09 The Bahamas is ideally located directly in the path of
hurricanes in the North Atlantic. These massive tropical cyclones have been ravaging the Bahamas
since the Lucayan Indians blessed these islands with their presence. Now for the very first time,
these greatest and deadliest Bahamian hurricanes have been presented and documented in
book-form. Such named storms include Hurricanes Andrew, Floyd, Donna, Dorian, David, Matthew,
Betsy, Frances, Jeanne, and Wilma. While other unnamed storms include, The Great Nassau
Hurricane of 1926, The Great Abaco Hurricane of 1932, The Great Bahamas Hurricane of 1866, The
Great Okeechobee Hurricane of 1928, and The Great Andros Island Hurricane of 1929. The Bahamas
hurricane season, which lasts from June to November, has seen plenty of catastrophic storms
throughout history. Here's a look at some of the greatest and deadliest storms that have hit the
Bahamas over the past five centuries.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: African American Sites in Florida Kevin M
McCarthy, 2019-07-24 African Americans have risen from the slave plantations of
nineteenth-century Florida to become the heads of corporations and members of Congress in the
twenty-first century. They have played an important role in making Florida the successful state it is
today. This book takes you on a tour, through the 67 counties, of the sites that commemorate the
role of African Americans in Florida's history. If we can learn more about our past, both the good
and the not-so-good, we can make better decisions in the future. Behind the hundreds of sites in this
book are the courageous African Americans like Brevard County's Malissa Moore, who hosted many
Saturday night dinners to raise money to build a church, and Miami-Dade's Gedar Walker, who built
the first-rate Lyric Theater for black performers. And of course also featured are the more famous
black Floridians like Zora Neale Hurston, Jackie Robinson, Mary McCleod Bethune, and Ray Charles.
  fort lauderdale florida hurricane history: Encyclopedia of Disasters Angus M. Gunn,
2007-12-30 Disasters can strike at any time. From the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius to Hurricane Katrina,
floods, tornadoes, earthquakes, hurricanes and other natural disasters have caused tremendous loss



of life, human suffering, and environmental catastrophe. The complex technological and social
changes of the last few centuries have not only intensified the impact of such natural disasters, but
have added new introduced new reasons to be concerned - plane crashes, bombings, industrial
accidents, genocides. Calling some disasters natural and others man-made downplays the important
interrelationship between the event and human actions. Human actions - or inactions - can catapult
a natural phenomenon into a deadly catastrophe. Likewise, nature can be terribly disrupted by
events that are created by humans. Encyclopedia of Disasters covers over 180 of the most important
disasters in history. Arranged chronologically, the encyclopedia includes entries on those disasters
that have had the greatest historical, environmental, and cultural impact: The eruption of Mt.
Vesuvius, which destroyed the towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum; the London Fire of 1666, which
flattened much of London and allowed the rebuilding of the city; the influenza epidemic of 1918,
which killed millions; the 1964 Prince William Sound earthquake in Alaska, which caused death and
destruction as far away as Hawaii; the worst nuclear power plant accident in Chernobyl, Ukraine, in
1964, that has rendered the surrounding landscape uninhabitable; and the 2004 earthquake that
created a tsunami that killed thousands in Sumatra. Each entry includes a list of readings for
additional research, and the encyclopedia is illustrated with numerous photos and line illustrations
that show the destruction and despair caused by these disasters.
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