
forget in sign language

forget in sign language is an essential concept for effective communication within the Deaf and
hard-of-hearing communities. Understanding how to express the idea of forgetting in American Sign
Language (ASL) or other sign languages is crucial for learners and interpreters alike. This article
explores the various signs and nuances related to the concept of forgetting, including the specific
ASL sign for “forget,” variations in other sign languages, and tips for mastering these signs.
Additionally, it covers the cultural context and importance of accurate non-verbal communication.
Whether you are a beginner or seeking to refine your sign language skills, this comprehensive guide
provides detailed information and practical advice. Below is an overview of the main topics covered
in this article.

Understanding the Sign for Forget in American Sign Language

Variations of Forget in Different Sign Languages

Common Phrases and Sentences Using Forget in Sign Language

Tips for Learning and Practicing Forget in Sign Language

Cultural Significance and Context of Forget in Deaf Communication

Understanding the Sign for Forget in American Sign
Language
The sign for “forget” in American Sign Language (ASL) is straightforward yet expressive. It involves
a specific hand movement that visually conveys the idea of memory loss or something slipping away
from the mind. The sign is performed by placing the dominant hand near the forehead, with the palm
facing inward, and then flicking the fingers away as if erasing or pushing away a thought. This
motion symbolizes the act of forgetting or the mental process of losing a memory.

How to Perform the Forget Sign in ASL
To execute the sign properly, follow these steps:

Raise your dominant hand to your forehead, with fingers slightly bent and palm facing toward1.
your face.

Tap or touch the forehead gently with the fingertips once.2.

Quickly flick the fingers outward and away from the forehead, as if brushing something off3.
your mind.



This movement should be fluid and deliberate to convey the meaning clearly. Facial expressions also
play a critical role, often showing a puzzled or thoughtful look to complement the sign.

Facial Expressions and Non-Manual Signals
In ASL, facial expressions enhance the meaning of signs. When signing “forget,” a person might
raise their eyebrows or show a confused or blank expression to indicate the mental lapse associated
with forgetting. These non-manual signals help provide context and emphasis, making the
communication more effective and natural.

Variations of Forget in Different Sign Languages
While American Sign Language is widely used in the United States and parts of Canada, other
countries have their own sign languages with unique signs for “forget.” Understanding these
differences is important for cross-cultural communication and international sign language users.

British Sign Language (BSL) and Forget
In British Sign Language, the sign for “forget” differs from ASL. Typically, it involves a hand
movement near the forehead similar to ASL but with variations in finger positioning and motion. The
dominant hand may brush away from the forehead in a different manner, and the palm orientation
can vary.

International Sign and Variations
International Sign, often used at global Deaf events, incorporates signs from various sign languages
to create a mutually understandable system. The sign for “forget” in International Sign usually
blends elements from ASL and other dominant sign languages, but variations exist depending on the
signer’s background.

Regional Dialects Within Sign Languages
Just as spoken languages have dialects, sign languages also have regional variations. Within a single
country, different communities might use slightly different signs for “forget.” These can include
changes in handshape, location, or movement, reflecting the diversity and richness of sign language
culture.

Common Phrases and Sentences Using Forget in Sign
Language
Knowing the sign for “forget” is useful, but being able to incorporate it into everyday communication
enhances fluency. Signers often use “forget” in various phrases and sentences to express more



complex ideas.

Examples of Phrases with Forget

I forgot: Combine the sign for “I” with “forget” by pointing to yourself before performing the
forget sign.

Don’t forget: Use the negation sign followed by “forget” to remind someone to remember
something.

Did you forget? Form a question by raising eyebrows and using the forget sign, possibly
combined with question markers.

Forget about it: Use “forget” followed by a dismissive gesture, such as waving the hand
away.

Constructing Sentences with Proper Grammar
In sign language, word order and grammar differ from spoken English. When using “forget,” it is
important to follow the syntactic rules of the specific sign language. For example, in ASL, the topic-
comment structure is common, so a sentence may begin with the topic followed by the comment,
such as “I, forget homework.” Understanding these structures aids in clear and accurate
communication.

Tips for Learning and Practicing Forget in Sign
Language
Mastering the sign for “forget” and its variations requires practice and attention to detail.
Incorporating these tips can help learners achieve proficiency.

Practice with Visual Resources
Using videos, flashcards, and sign language dictionaries that demonstrate the forget sign provides
visual reinforcement. Observing native signers and practicing in front of a mirror improves accuracy
and confidence.

Engage with Deaf Community
Interacting with Deaf individuals or joining sign language groups offers invaluable real-life practice.
Feedback from experienced signers helps refine technique and understanding of context.



Consistency and Repetition
Regularly practicing the forget sign and related vocabulary ensures retention. Repetition helps
embed the motor movements into muscle memory, making signing more natural over time.

Pay Attention to Facial Expressions
Since facial expressions are integral to meaning in sign language, practicing these alongside hand
signs is crucial. Mimicking the emotions associated with “forget” enhances communication
effectiveness.

Cultural Significance and Context of Forget in Deaf
Communication
Sign language is deeply rooted in Deaf culture, and understanding the cultural context of signs
enriches communication. The sign for “forget” is not merely a gesture but part of a broader system
of expression reflecting Deaf identity and experiences.

Role of Memory and Forgetting in Deaf Culture
Memory plays a significant role in storytelling, education, and social interactions within Deaf
communities. The concept of forgetting may carry different connotations depending on context, such
as forgetting a sign, a name, or an event. Recognizing these nuances is important for respectful and
effective communication.

Non-Verbal Communication and Social Interaction
Deaf culture places a strong emphasis on non-verbal cues, including body language and facial
expressions, which complement signs like “forget.” Understanding this holistic communication
approach fosters better relationships and mutual understanding.

Encouraging Inclusive Communication
Learning signs like “forget” and their correct usage promotes inclusivity and accessibility. It enables
hearing individuals to communicate more effectively with Deaf peers, enhancing social integration
and reducing communication barriers.

Frequently Asked Questions



How do you sign 'forget' in American Sign Language (ASL)?
To sign 'forget' in ASL, place your dominant hand's index finger near your forehead, then flick it
away while closing the fingers, as if brushing away a thought.

Is the sign for 'forget' the same in all sign languages?
No, the sign for 'forget' varies between different sign languages. For example, ASL and British Sign
Language (BSL) have different signs for 'forget.' It's important to learn the specific sign for the sign
language you are studying.

Can you use facial expressions when signing 'forget' in ASL?
Yes, facial expressions are important in ASL. When signing 'forget,' you can use a confused or
puzzled facial expression to convey the meaning more clearly.

Are there any common phrases using 'forget' in ASL?
Yes, common phrases include 'I forgot' and 'Don't forget.' These are signed by combining the sign for
'forget' with the appropriate pronouns and negation signs.

Where can I learn the sign for 'forget' and other signs
effectively?
You can learn signs for 'forget' and others through online ASL dictionaries, video tutorials, mobile
apps, or by taking classes with qualified sign language instructors.

Additional Resources
1. “Signing Memory: Understanding Forgetfulness in Sign Language”
This book explores the concept of memory and forgetfulness within the Deaf community,
highlighting how these ideas are expressed in various sign languages. It provides insights into
cognitive processes related to forgetting and offers practical sign language vocabulary and phrases.
The book is ideal for sign language learners and educators interested in the intersection of language
and memory.

2. “Forget Me Not: Communicating Memory Loss Through ASL”
Focused on American Sign Language (ASL), this book addresses how individuals with memory loss,
such as those with dementia, express their experiences through sign. It includes real-life stories,
techniques for caregivers to communicate effectively, and a detailed glossary of signs related to
memory and forgetting. The text supports empathy and understanding in caregiving situations.

3. “The Language of Forgetting: A Guide to Sign Language Expressions”
This guide delves into various signs and expressions associated with forgetting across multiple sign
languages. It compares regional variations and provides cultural context for how forgetfulness is
perceived and communicated. The book serves as a valuable resource for interpreters and linguistic
researchers.



4. “Forgotten Signs: Rediscovering Lost Vocabulary in Sign Language”
An intriguing look at obsolete or rarely used signs that have fallen out of common use, including
those related to forgetting and memory lapses. The author traces the evolution of sign language and
discusses efforts to preserve and revive these forgotten signs. It is an engaging read for sign
language historians and enthusiasts.

5. “Mind and Memory in Deaf Culture: Forgetting and Remembering in Sign”
This academic work examines the cognitive and cultural aspects of memory within Deaf
communities, focusing on the role of sign language in shaping concepts of forgetting and
remembering. It combines linguistic analysis with ethnographic research, offering a comprehensive
understanding of the topic. Scholars of Deaf studies and cognitive linguistics will find it particularly
useful.

6. “Expressing Forgetfulness: Techniques in Sign Language Communication”
Designed as a practical manual, this book teaches learners how to convey forgetfulness, confusion,
and memory recall struggles in sign language. It includes exercises, visual aids, and role-play
scenarios to build communicative competence. Ideal for students and professionals working with
Deaf individuals.

7. “Remember to Forget: Emotional Narratives in Sign Language”
A collection of personal stories from Deaf individuals about moments of forgetfulness and their
emotional impact, all conveyed through sign language narratives. The book highlights the expressive
power of sign language to communicate complex feelings related to memory. It is a heartfelt
exploration suitable for both Deaf and hearing readers.

8. “Signs of Forgetting: Neurological Perspectives and Sign Language”
Bridging neuroscience and sign language, this book investigates how neurological conditions
affecting memory influence sign language use. It provides case studies and discusses therapeutic
approaches involving sign language to support memory-impaired individuals. Medical professionals
and linguists will benefit from its interdisciplinary approach.

9. “Forgotten Fingers: The Impact of Aging on Sign Language and Memory”
This book examines how aging affects memory and sign language fluency among Deaf seniors. It
discusses strategies to maintain cognitive health and communication skills, featuring interviews with
elderly signers. The text is a valuable resource for caregivers, healthcare providers, and the Deaf
community.
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  forget in sign language: American Sign Language Syntax Scott K. Liddell, 2021-03-22 No
detailed description available for American Sign Language Syntax.
  forget in sign language: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Conversational Sign Language
Illustrated Carole Lazorisak, Dawn Donohue, 2004 DVD with more than 600 words and
phrases--Cover.
  forget in sign language: Sign Language Roland Pfau, Markus Steinbach, Bencie Woll,
2012-08-31 Sign language linguists show here that all questions relevant to the linguistic
investigation of spoken languages can be asked about sign languages. Conversely, questions that
sign language linguists consider - even if spoken language researchers have not asked them yet -
should also be asked of spoken languages. The HSK handbook Sign Language aims to provide a
concise and comprehensive overview of the state of the art in sign language linguistics. It includes
44 chapters, written by leading researchers in the field, that address issues in language typology,
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documentation and transcription. Crucially, all topics are presented in a way that makes them
accessible to linguists who are not familiar with sign language linguistics.
  forget in sign language: Grammar, Gesture, and Meaning in American Sign Language Scott K.
Liddell, 2003-03-13 In sign languages of the deaf some signs can meaningfully point toward things
or can be meaningfully placed in the space ahead of the signer. This obligatory part of fluent
grammatical signing has no parallel in vocally produced languages. This book focuses on American
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signs. It guides the reader through ASL grammar, the different categories of directional signs, the
types of spatial representations signs are directed toward, how such spatial conceptions can be
represented in mental space theory, and the conceptual purposes served by these signs. The book
demonstrates a remarkable integration of grammar and gesture in the service of constructing
meaning. These results also suggest that our concept of 'language' has been much too narrow and
that a more comprehensive look at vocally produced languages will reveal the same integration of
gestural, gradient, and symbolic elements.
  forget in sign language: Sign Languages Diane Brentari, 2010-05-27 What are the unique
characteristics of sign languages that make them so fascinating? What have recent researchers
discovered about them, and what do these findings tell us about human language more generally?
This thematic and geographic overview examines more than forty sign languages from around the
world. It begins by investigating how sign languages have survived and been transmitted for
generations, and then goes on to analyse the common characteristics shared by most sign
languages: for example, how the use of the visual system affects grammatical structures. The final
section describes the phenomena of language variation and change. Drawing on a wide range of
examples, the book explores sign languages both old and young, from British, Italian, Asian and
American to Israeli, Al-Sayyid Bedouin, African and Nicaraguan. Written in a clear, readable style, it
is the essential reference for students and scholars working in sign language studies and deaf
studies.
  forget in sign language: Barron's American Sign Language Barron's Educational Series, David
A. Stewart, Jennifer Stewart, 2021-01-05 Barron’s American Sign Language is a brand-new title on
ASL that can be used in the classroom, as a supplemental text to high school and college courses, or
for anyone who wants to learn proper ASL. The only American Sign Language book with
comprehensive instruction and online graded video practice quizzes, plus a comprehensive final
video exam. Content includes topics on the Deaf culture and community, ASL Grammar,
fingerspelling, combining signs to construct detailed sentences, Everyday ASL, and much more.
More than 1,000 illustrations of signs with instructions on movement--step-by-step with dialogue, tip
boxes, and practice exercises and quizzes throughout to reinforce retention and to track your
progress. Essential Grammar: Our in-depth explanations will help you to understand core grammar,
sentence structure, and facial grammar. Everyday Phrases: Sign phrases like hello or sorry that are
used in daily conversations.



  forget in sign language: Baby Sign Language Diane Ryan, 2021-08-10 Teach your baby how to
communicate without words. Your baby has many wants and needs. Some you can figure out. Others
need a little more patience. While your baby learns to make their requests verbally, you can teach
them gestures and signs that will help bridge the gap of understanding. Baby Sign Language offers
the tools and techniques you need to teach sign language to your baby. As a parent, you might have
concerns about speech and language delays. Or you might be concerned that your baby hasn't
started talking yet. Baby sign language is something that can promote early speech as well as
speech development. This can be especially important for a baby diagnosed with autism or other
language issues. This revised edition includes these features: • 150 illustrations of popular signs to
teach your baby • An express program for quicker results • Games and activities to make signing
more fun • Expert advice on speech and language development Signing with your baby not only
results in a happier and less frustrated child, but research also shows that learning sign language
could help a child speak earlier and develop a higher IQ.
  forget in sign language: The Linguistics of Sign Languages Anne Baker, Beppie van den
Bogaerde, Roland Pfau, Trude Schermer, 2016-06-23 How different are sign languages across the
world? Are individual signs and signed sentences constructed in the same way across these
languages? What are the rules for having a conversation in a sign language? How do children and
adults learn a sign language? How are sign languages processed in the brain? These questions and
many more are addressed in this introductory book on sign linguistics using examples from more
than thirty different sign languages. Comparisons are also made with spoken languages. This book
can be used as a self-study book or as a text book for students of sign linguistics. Each chapter
concludes with a summary, some test-yourself questions and assignments, as well as a list of
recommended texts for further reading. The book is accompanied by a website containing
assignments, video clips and links to web resources.
  forget in sign language: American Sign Language For Dummies with Online Videos
Adan R. Penilla, II, Angela Lee Taylor, 2016-11-11 Grasp the rich culture and language of the Deaf
community To see people use American Sign Language (ASL) to share ideas is remarkable and
fascinating to watch. Now, you have a chance to enter the wonderful world of sign language.
American Sign Language For Dummies offers you an easy-to-access introduction so you can get your
hands wet with ASL, whether you're new to the language or looking for a great refresher. Used
predominantly in the United States, ASL provides the Deaf community with the ability to acquire and
develop language and communication skills by utilizing facial expressions and body movements to
convey and process linguistic information. With American Sign Language For Dummies, the complex
visual-spatial and linguistic principles that form the basis for ASL are broken down, making this a
great resource for friends, colleagues, students, education personnel, and parents of Deaf children.
Grasp the various ways ASL is communicated Get up to speed on the latest technological
advancements assisting the Deaf Understand how cultural background and regionalism can affect
communication Follow the instructions in the book to access bonus videos online and practice
signing along with an instructor If you want to get acquainted with Deaf culture and understand
what it's like to be part of a special community with a unique shared and celebrated history and
language, American Sign Language For Dummies gets you up to speed on ASL fast.
  forget in sign language: Mouth Actions in Sign Languages Susanne Mohr, 2014-07-28
Mouth actions in sign languages have been controversially discussed but the sociolinguistic factors
determining their form and functions remain uncertain. This first empirical analysis of mouth actions
in Irish Sign Language focuses on correlations with gender, age, and word class. It contributes to
the linguistic description of ISL, research into non-manuals in sign languages, and is relevant for the
cross-modal study of word classes.
  forget in sign language: E-Z American Sign Language David A. Stewart, Elizabeth Stewart,
Lisa M. Dimling, 2011-09-01 This heavily illustrated, self-teaching guide to ASL--American Sign
Language--is useful both for the deaf and for those men and women who teach or work among deaf
people. E-Z American Sign Language presents ASL's 10 key grammatical rules and emphasizes the



use of facial grammar as an important supplement to manual signing. Most of the book's content
takes the form of a presentation of more than 800 captioned line drawings that illustrate signs for
their equivalent words and then show how to combine signs in order to communicate detailed
statements. Barron's E-Z Series books are updated, and re-formatted editions of Barron's older and
perennially popular Easy Way books. Titles in the new E-Z Series feature extensive two-color
treatment, a fresh, modern typeface, and more graphic material than ever. All are self-teaching
manuals that cover a wide variety of practical and academic subjects, written on levels that range
from senior high school to college-101 standards.
  forget in sign language: Sign Language Research Ceil Lucas, 1990 The second international
conference on sign language research, hosted by Gallaudet University, yielded critical findings in
vital linguistic disciplines -- phonology, morphology, syntax, sociolinguistics, language acquisition
and psycholinguistics. Sign Language Research brings together in a fully synthesized volume the
work of 24 of the researchers invited to this important gathering. Scholars from Belgium to India,
from Finland to Uganda, and from Japan to the United States, exchanged the latest developments in
sign language research worldwide. Now, the results of their findings are in this comprehensive
volume complete with illustrations and photographs.
  forget in sign language: Sign Language and Linguistic Universals Wendy Sandler, Diane
Carolyn Lillo-Martin, 2006-02-02 Sign languages are of great interest to linguists, because while
they are the product of the same brain, their physical transmission differs greatly from that of
spoken languages. In this pioneering and original study, Wendy Sandler and Diane Lillo-Martin
compare sign languages with spoken languages, in order to seek the universal properties they share.
Drawing on general linguistic theory, they describe and analyze sign language structure, showing
linguistic universals in the phonology, morphology, and syntax of sign language, while also revealing
non-universal aspects of its structure that must be attributed to its physical transmission system. No
prior background in sign language linguistics is assumed, and numerous pictures are provided to
make descriptions of signs and facial expressions accessible to readers. Engaging and informative,
Sign Language and Linguistic Universals will be invaluable to linguists, psychologists, and all those
interested in sign languages, linguistic theory and the universal properties of human languages.
  forget in sign language: Knack American Sign Language Suzie Chafin, 2009-08-04 Knack
American Sign Language combines 400 full-color photos and topic-specific information in a
step-by-step layout, it covers everything from letters and numbers to the nuances of sign-language
conversation.
  forget in sign language: American Sign Language Dictionary for Beginners Tara Adams,
2022-04-19 A user-friendly dictionary with 800+ ASL signs Whatever your reason for learning the
richly expressive language of American Sign Language (ASL), this book will guide you through the
initial stages of your signing journey. It's filled with everything you need to master more than 800
essential vocabulary words, including detailed directions that make it simple to develop your ASL
skills. What sets this dictionary apart from other sign language books for beginners: No experience
required—Find comprehensive, clearly written guidance that makes sense of American Sign
Language for beginners, with helpful explanations of more difficult concepts, plus plenty of tips for
success. Instructional photographs—See ASL in action with full-color photographs that illustrate
how to sign each vocabulary word. Easy-to-find signs—Study each sign in alphabetical order or
search by category with a handy index that organizes signs by activities, animals, emotions, places,
events, and more. Build up your ASL vocabulary with the American Sign Language Dictionary for
Beginners.
  forget in sign language: The Complete Guide to Baby Sign Language Tracey Porpora,
2011 Using a tailored form of American Sign Language (ASL), the book guides parents through the
process of teaching an infant to understand beginning sign language.
  forget in sign language: Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research, Volume 1 Susan D.
Fischer, Patricia Siple, 1990-11-19 Only recently has linguistic research recognized sign languages
as legitimate human languages with properties analogous to those cataloged for French or Navajo,



for example. There are many different sign languages, which can be analyzed on a variety of
levels—phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics—in the same way as spoken
languages. Yet the recognition that not all of the principles established for spoken languages hold
for sign languages has made sign languages a crucial testing ground for linguistic theory. Edited by
Susan Fischer and Patricia Siple, this collection is divided into four sections, reflecting the
traditional core areas of phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. Although most of the
contributions consider American Sign Language (ASL), five treat sign languages unrelated to ASL,
offering valuable perspectives on sign universals. Since some of these languages or systems are only
recently established, they provide a window onto the evolution and growth of sign languages.
  forget in sign language: American Annals of the Deaf , 1916 Beginning with Sept. 1955 issues,
includes lists of doctors' dissertations and masters' theses on the education of the deaf.
  forget in sign language: American Annals of the Deaf and Dumb , 1859
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