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fort leonard wood basic training graduation dates 2023 are essential for new recruits, their families, and
military personnel to plan and prepare for this significant milestone. Fort Leonard Wood, located in
Missouri, serves as a primary training center for the U.S. Army, providing initial entry training for soldiers
in various military occupational specialties. The graduation dates mark the successful completion of rigorous
basic combat training, which equips soldiers with fundamental skills and discipline necessary for military
service. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the 2023 graduation schedule, including
important dates, what to expect during graduation ceremonies, guidance for attendees, and additional
information about Fort Leonard Wood’s training programs. Understanding these dates and details helps
ensure a smooth and memorable experience for both graduates and their supporters. The following sections
will delve into the specific graduation dates, ceremony protocols, and helpful tips for guests attending Fort
Leonard Wood basic training graduations.
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2023 Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation Dates

The 2023 Fort Leonard Wood basic training graduation dates are scheduled throughout the year, typically
occurring every four to six weeks as each training cycle concludes. These dates are critical for families and
friends planning to attend the ceremonies to celebrate their loved ones’ achievements. Due to the
structured nature of training cycles, the graduation schedule is set in advance and publicly announced by
the Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs Office.

Scheduled Graduation Dates

In 2023, Fort Leonard Wood has planned multiple graduation ceremonies aligned with the completion of
each Basic Combat Training (BCT) cycle. While exact dates may be subject to slight changes, the anticipated
graduation schedule includes:



January 13, 2023

February 24, 2023

April 7, 2023

May 19, 2023

July 7, 2023

August 18, 2023

October 6, 2023

November 17, 2023

These dates represent the conclusion of approximately 10 weeks of intensive training, including physical
conditioning, weapons proficiency, and military discipline. It is important for attendees to verify dates close
to the time of the event, as operational considerations can sometimes cause rescheduling.

How to Confirm Graduation Dates

Graduation dates are officially published by the Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs Office and can be
confirmed through official military channels. Family members and friends are encouraged to contact the
Soldier’s chain of command or the Fort Leonard Wood welcome center for the most current information.
Additionally, military support organizations frequently provide updated schedules and assistance for guests
planning to attend.

Understanding the Graduation Ceremony

The graduation ceremony at Fort Leonard Wood marks the culmination of basic training, honoring the
dedication and hard work of new soldiers. It is a formal event that showcases the skills and discipline
developed during the training cycle and is an important tradition in the U.S. Army.



Ceremony Components

Graduation ceremonies typically include the following elements:

Parade and Review: Graduates march in formation, demonstrating military bearing and precision.

Official Speeches: Commanders and distinguished guests address the graduating soldiers and
attendees.

Award Presentations: Recognition of outstanding achievements and honors.

Soldier Oath and Pledge: Affirmation of commitment to service and country.

Family Recognition: The opportunity for families to greet graduates and take photographs.

The ceremonies are conducted with military protocol and tradition, providing a solemn yet celebratory
atmosphere that reflects the significance of completing basic training.

Ceremony Location and Timing

Graduations are held at the Fort Leonard Wood parade field or designated ceremony areas. Typically, the
event begins in the morning, around 9:00 AM or 10:00 AM, and lasts approximately two hours. Attendees
are advised to arrive early to secure seating and parking. Clear signage and Fort Leonard Wood staff assist
guests in navigating to the ceremony grounds.

Preparing for Graduation Day

Attending a Fort Leonard Wood basic training graduation involves some preparation to ensure a positive
experience for all participants. Understanding what to expect and how to plan ahead helps families and
guests fully enjoy this important milestone.

Visitor Guidelines and Recommendations



Fort Leonard Wood enforces specific rules and guidelines for visitors during graduation events to maintain
security and order. Important considerations include:

Identification: Visitors must present valid photo identification at entry points.

Prohibited Items: Weapons, alcohol, and large bags are not permitted on the base.

Parking: Designated parking areas are available; carpooling is encouraged due to limited spaces.

Photography: Photography is allowed, but drone use and professional equipment may require prior
approval.

Seating: Seating is generally on a first-come, first-served basis; bring portable chairs if allowed.

Tips for Families and Friends

To make the most of the graduation day experience, consider the following tips:

Confirm the exact date and time of graduation with the soldier’s unit before traveling.1.

Plan your arrival early to avoid traffic delays and secure good seating.2.

Dress appropriately for the weather and the formal nature of the event.3.

Prepare for limited food and beverage options; consider bringing snacks and water.4.

Coordinate meeting points with the graduate post-ceremony to avoid confusion.5.

Additional Information About Fort Leonard Wood Training

Fort Leonard Wood is a premier training installation for the U.S. Army, specializing in Basic Combat
Training as well as Advanced Individual Training for engineers, military police, and chemical, biological,
radiological, and nuclear specialists. Understanding the broader context of the training environment
provides insight into the significance of the graduation dates.



Training Overview

Basic Combat Training at Fort Leonard Wood typically lasts about 10 weeks and includes physical fitness,
weapons handling, field training exercises, and classroom instruction. The training emphasizes discipline,
teamwork, and soldiering skills to prepare recruits for their military careers. Following BCT, many soldiers
proceed to Advanced Individual Training, also conducted at Fort Leonard Wood for select specialties.

Support Services and Visitor Resources

Fort Leonard Wood offers several support services for families and visitors, including:

Welcome centers with information desks

On-base lodging and dining facilities

Transportation assistance and shuttle services

Guided tours and visitor orientation programs

These resources aim to facilitate a welcoming environment for families attending graduations and other
military events at the installation.

Frequently Asked Questions

When are the Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduation dates for
2023?
Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduation dates for 2023 vary by training cycle, typically occurring
every 9 weeks throughout the year. Exact dates can be confirmed on the official Fort Leonard Wood
website or by contacting the training unit.

How often do Basic Training graduations occur at Fort Leonard Wood in



2023?
Basic Training graduations at Fort Leonard Wood usually occur every 9 weeks, resulting in approximately
5 to 6 graduation ceremonies throughout 2023.

Where can I find the official Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training
graduation schedule for 2023?
The official Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduation schedule for 2023 is available on the U.S. Army
Fort Leonard Wood official website or by contacting the Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs Office.

Can family and friends attend Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training
graduations in 2023?
Yes, family and friends are encouraged to attend Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduations in 2023.
Visitors should check the latest visitor guidelines on the official Fort Leonard Wood website prior to
attending.

What time do Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduations usually
start in 2023?
Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduations in 2023 typically start in the morning, around 9:00 AM, but
exact times may vary by graduation. It's recommended to verify the schedule beforehand.

Are there any COVID-19 restrictions for attending Fort Leonard Wood
Basic Training graduations in 2023?
As of 2023, Fort Leonard Wood has lifted many COVID-19 restrictions, but visitors should check the latest
health and safety guidelines on the official Fort Leonard Wood website before attending graduations.

How long is the Basic Training course at Fort Leonard Wood before the
2023 graduation?
The Basic Training course at Fort Leonard Wood lasts approximately 10 weeks before the graduation
ceremony in 2023.

Additional Resources
1. Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training 2023: A Comprehensive Guide to Graduation Dates
This book provides an in-depth look at the 2023 graduation schedule for Fort Leonard Wood basic training.



It includes detailed timelines, important milestones, and tips for recruits and their families. The guide also
offers advice on preparing for graduation day and what to expect during the ceremony.

2. Countdown to Graduation: Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training 2023
Focused on the 2023 training cycles at Fort Leonard Wood, this title helps recruits track their progress
leading up to graduation. It covers the phases of basic training, key dates, and the significance of each
training event. The book also shares motivational stories from past graduates.

3. Navigating Fort Leonard Wood: Basic Training Schedules and Graduation Dates 2023
This resource is designed to help soldiers and their families understand the structure of Fort Leonard
Wood’s 2023 basic training programs. It outlines all graduation dates and related events, along with helpful
tips for managing the training timeline. The book also discusses how to stay connected with trainees during
their course.

4. From Recruit to Soldier: Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation 2023
Chronicling the journey of new soldiers at Fort Leonard Wood in 2023, this book emphasizes the
importance of graduation dates and the preparation involved. It provides a detailed schedule and insights
into the training experience. Readers gain a clear picture of the transformation from civilian to soldier.

5. 2023 Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training: What Families Need to Know About Graduation
Tailored for families, this book explains the 2023 basic training graduation dates and ceremonies at Fort
Leonard Wood. It offers guidance on planning visits, understanding the training schedule, and supporting
recruits from afar. The book also includes suggestions for celebrating graduation milestones.

6. Mark Your Calendar: Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation Dates 2023
This handy reference lists all the key graduation dates for Fort Leonard Wood’s 2023 training cycles. It is
ideal for recruits, families, and friends eager to stay informed. The book features a calendar format and
highlights important events leading up to graduation.

7. Preparing for the Big Day: Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation 2023
Focused on the final phase of basic training, this book guides recruits through the preparations needed for
their 2023 graduation at Fort Leonard Wood. It covers everything from physical readiness to ceremony
details, ensuring a smooth transition. The author also includes practical advice for managing stress and
expectations.

8. Inside Fort Leonard Wood: A 2023 Basic Training Graduation Overview
This title offers an insider’s perspective on the Fort Leonard Wood basic training experience in 2023. It
highlights the significance of graduation dates within the training schedule and explores the cultural and
historical aspects of the ceremony. Readers receive a well-rounded understanding of what graduation
symbolizes.

9. The Journey Complete: Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training Graduation 2023 Stories
Featuring personal accounts from 2023 graduates, this collection shares diverse experiences related to Fort



Leonard Wood’s basic training and graduation dates. The stories reflect challenges, triumphs, and
memorable moments from the training journey. It serves as both inspiration and a tribute to new soldiers’
dedication.
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