fort des moines museum and education
center

fort des moines museum and education center serves as a pivotal institution dedicated to
preserving and interpreting the rich history of Fort Des Moines and its surrounding region. This
museum and education center offers visitors an immersive experience into the military, social, and
cultural heritage that shaped the area, emphasizing the significance of Fort Des Moines in American
history. Through meticulously curated exhibits, educational programs, and community outreach, the
center provides valuable insights into the fort's role during various historical periods, including its
contributions during World War | and Il. The facility also highlights the stories of diverse groups
connected to the fort, such as African American regiments and women’s military units. This article will
explore the history, exhibits, educational initiatives, and visitor information related to the fort des
moines museum and education center, showcasing why it is a vital resource for historians, educators,
and the general public alike.
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History of Fort Des Moines

Origins and Establishment

The fort des moines museum and education center is rooted in the historical site of Fort Des Moines,
originally established as a military installation in the early 20th century. The fort was constructed to
serve as a training ground for officers and soldiers, particularly during periods of heightened military
activity such as World War I. Its strategic location in Des Moines, lowa, made it an ideal place for
military training and operations, reflecting broader national defense priorities of the time.

Significant Historical Roles

Throughout its operational years, Fort Des Moines played several critical roles in American military
history. Notably, it was one of the first military bases to train African American officers during World
War |, marking a significant development in the integration of the U.S. Armed Forces. Additionally,
during World War Il, the fort became a training center for the Women’s Army Corps (WAC), further



highlighting its historical importance in advancing military diversity and inclusion. These contributions
have made the fort des moines museum and education center a central repository for understanding
these pivotal moments.

Exhibits and Collections

Permanent Exhibits

The fort des moines museum and education center features a variety of permanent exhibits that
showcase the fort’s military and social history. These exhibits include authentic artifacts, uniforms,
weapons, and documents that provide tangible connections to the past. Visitors can explore detailed
displays about the African American officers trained at the fort, the Women’s Army Corps, and the
fort’'s architectural evolution over the decades.

Special Exhibitions

In addition to its permanent collections, the museum regularly hosts special exhibitions that focus on
specific themes or historical periods related to Fort Des Moines. These temporary exhibits often
include loaned artifacts, multimedia presentations, and interactive displays designed to engage
diverse audiences. They serve to deepen visitors' understanding of the fort's broader historical
context and its impact on American military and social history.

Archival Resources

The museum also maintains an extensive archive of photographs, maps, letters, and official military
records. These resources are invaluable for researchers, historians, and students conducting in-depth
studies on Fort Des Moines and its associated communities. The archive supports the educational
mission of the center by facilitating scholarly work and public knowledge dissemination.

Educational Programs and Outreach

School and Group Programs

The fort des moines museum and education center offers a range of educational programs tailored to
school groups and other organized visitors. These programs include guided tours, hands-on activities,
and curriculum-aligned lessons that meet state educational standards. The center aims to provide
students with an engaging learning experience that connects historical content to contemporary
issues of diversity, leadership, and civic responsibility.



Workshops and Lectures

For adult learners and the general public, the museum organizes workshops, lectures, and panel
discussions featuring historians, veterans, and subject matter experts. These events foster
community engagement and promote a deeper appreciation of the fort’s historical significance.
Topics often cover military history, social justice, and the evolving role of the U.S. military.

Community Outreach Initiatives

Beyond its on-site activities, the fort des moines museum and education center actively partners with
local schools, veterans’ organizations, and cultural institutions to extend its educational reach.
Outreach initiatives include traveling exhibits, educational materials for teachers, and collaborative
events that highlight the fort’'s legacy within the broader community.

Visitor Information

Location and Accessibility

The fort des moines museum and education center is conveniently located within the historic Fort Des
Moines site in Des Moines, lowa. The facility is accessible to visitors of all ages and abilities, with
accommodations to ensure an inclusive experience. Ample parking and public transportation options
are available to facilitate access.

Hours and Admission

The museum operates on a regular schedule with specific hours dedicated to public visitation, group
tours, and special events. Admission fees are structured to support the museum’s maintenance and
programming, with discounts available for seniors, students, and military personnel. Free admission
days are also offered periodically to encourage community participation.

Visitor Amenities

The center provides various amenities to enhance the visitor experience, including a gift shop
featuring books, memorabilia, and educational materials related to Fort Des Moines. Additionally,
informational brochures and guided tour services are available to help visitors navigate the exhibits
and gain the most from their visit.

Community Impact and Partnerships



Preservation of Local Heritage

The fort des moines museum and education center plays a crucial role in preserving the cultural and
historical heritage of Des Moines and the surrounding region. By maintaining the fort’s physical
structures and historical artifacts, the center ensures that future generations can learn about this
important chapter in American history.

Collaborations with Educational Institutions

The museum actively collaborates with local universities, schools, and research institutions to
promote historical scholarship and educational excellence. These partnerships foster internships,
research projects, and joint programming that enrich the academic community and the public’s
understanding of Fort Des Moines.

Support for Veterans and Diverse Communities

Recognizing the fort’s historical significance for African American soldiers and women in the military,
the fort des moines museum and education center supports initiatives that honor these communities’
contributions. The center hosts commemorative events and provides resources to veterans’ groups,
helping to sustain a legacy of inclusion and recognition.

Preservation of historic military buildings and artifacts

Educational partnerships with schools and universities

Community programs honoring veterans and underrepresented groups

Public events that promote cultural awareness and historical knowledge

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Fort Des Moines Museum and Education Center
known for?

The Fort Des Moines Museum and Education Center is known for its rich history as a military training
facility and its role in training African American officers during World War I, as well as its exhibits on
civil rights and military history.

Where is the Fort Des Moines Museum and Education Center
located?

The Fort Des Moines Museum and Education Center is located in Des Moines, lowa.



What can visitors expect to see at the Fort Des Moines
Museum and Education Center?

Visitors can explore historical exhibits, artifacts, and educational programs that highlight the fort's
military history, African American military contributions, and civil rights movements.

Are there any special events hosted by the Fort Des Moines
Museum and Education Center?

Yes, the museum hosts special events such as historical reenactments, educational workshops, guest
lectures, and community programs throughout the year.

Is the Fort Des Moines Museum and Education Center family-
friendly?

Yes, the museum offers interactive exhibits and educational activities suitable for visitors of all ages,
making it a family-friendly destination.

How does the Fort Des Moines Museum and Education Center
contribute to education?

The center provides educational programs, guided tours, and resources for schools and the
community to promote awareness of military history and African American contributions.

Can visitors take guided tours at the Fort Des Moines Museum
and Education Center?

Yes, guided tours are available to provide in-depth information about the exhibits and the history of
Fort Des Moines.

What is the historical significance of Fort Des Moines during
World War 1?

Fort Des Moines was significant as the first training camp for African American officers in the U.S.
Army during World War I, marking an important step in military and civil rights history.

How can someone support or get involved with the Fort Des
Moines Museum and Education Center?

Individuals can support the museum by becoming members, volunteering, donating, or participating
in events and educational programs offered by the center.



Additional Resources

1. Fort Des Moines: A Legacy of Service and Sacrifice

This book explores the rich history of Fort Des Moines, highlighting its role in military training and its
significance during World War I and Il. It delves into the personal stories of soldiers and trainees who
passed through the fort, offering readers a vivid portrayal of life at this historic site. The narrative also
touches on the fort’s transformation into a museum and education center dedicated to preserving its
legacy.

2. Training Grounds: The Evolution of Fort Des Moines Military Education

Focusing on the educational aspect of Fort Des Moines, this book traces the development of military
training programs held at the fort. It examines how the fort adapted to changing military needs and
the impact of its innovative training techniques on American armed forces. The book also highlights
the educational initiatives currently offered by the Fort Des Moines Museum and Education Center.

3. Voices from Fort Des Moines: Stories from the Museum Archives

A collection of firsthand accounts and oral histories, this book brings to life the experiences of those
connected to Fort Des Moines. Through interviews, letters, and diary entries, readers gain insight into
the daily routines, challenges, and triumphs of soldiers and civilians alike. The book serves as a
companion to the museum'’s archival exhibitions.

4. The Fort Des Moines Museum: Preserving lowa’s Military Heritage

This volume documents the establishment and growth of the Fort Des Moines Museum and Education
Center. It discusses the museum’s mission to conserve the fort’s historical artifacts and educate the
public about its military significance. The book also features photographs and descriptions of key
exhibits and educational programs.

5. Women at Fort Des Moines: Pioneers in Military Training

Highlighting a groundbreaking chapter in military history, this book focuses on the role of women
trained at Fort Des Moines during World War Il. It details the experiences of the Women’s Army
Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) and their contributions to the war effort. The book underscores the fort’s
importance as a center for advancing women'’s roles in the armed forces.

6. Fort Des Moines and the Civil Rights Movement

Exploring a lesser-known aspect of the fort’s history, this book examines its connection to civil rights
and racial integration within the military. It discusses the training of African American officers and the
fort’s role in challenging segregation during the mid-20th century. The narrative highlights how the
museum educates visitors about these pivotal social changes.

7. Architectural Heritage of Fort Des Moines

This book provides an in-depth look at the fort’s historic buildings and their architectural significance.
It covers the design, construction, and preservation efforts that maintain the site’s unique military
character. The book also illustrates how the museum balances historical integrity with modern
educational needs.

8. Fort Des Moines: From Barracks to Classroom

Detailing the fort’s transition from an active military installation to an educational center, this book
chronicles the adaptive reuse of the site. It explores how the museum integrates interactive exhibits
and educational programs to engage diverse audiences. The book emphasizes the importance of
preserving history while promoting lifelong learning.



9. Educational Programs at Fort Des Moines Museum and Education Center

This guidebook outlines the various educational offerings available at the Fort Des Moines Museum,
including school tours, workshops, and community events. It highlights curriculum connections and
hands-on learning experiences designed to enrich visitors’ understanding of military history. The book
serves as a resource for educators and families planning visits to the center.
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Penelope LeFew-Blake, 2006 Often referred to as the West Point of the Midwest because of its
majestic red brick buildings and lush tree-lined landscape, Fort Des Moines shaped American history
from its inception. Originally located at the fork of the Raccoon and Des Moines Rivers, Fort Des
Moines relocated four miles south of the city and began to assume its revolutionary place in military
history. By 1909, it was the largest cavalry post in the country, and Pres. William H. Taft chose it as
the site of his Great Tournament of cavalry units. In 1917, for the first time in American history,
African American officers received commissions at Fort Des Moines. Future president Ronald
Reagan perfected his equestrian skills on its vast parade ground. The legacy of the cavalry lingered
when, in 1942, the fort served as the first training center for the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps, and
many female recruits found themselves sleeping in cavalry stables converted into barracks.

fort des moines museum and education center: African American Army Officers of
World War I Adam P. Wilson, 2015-04-29 In April 1917, Congress approved President Woodrow
Wilson's request to declare war on the Central Powers, thrusting the United States into World War I
with the rallying cry, The world must be made safe for democracy. Two months later 1,250 African
American men--college graduates, businessmen, doctors, lawyers, reverends and non-commissioned
officers--volunteered to become the first blacks to receive officer training at Fort Des Moines, Iowa.
Denied the full privileges and protections of democracy at home, they prepared to defend it abroad
in hopes that their service would be rewarded with equal citizenship at war's end. This book tells the
stories of these black American soldiers' lives during training, in combat and after their return
home. The author addresses issues of national and international racism and equality and discusses
the Army's use of African American troops, the creation of a segregated officer training camp, the
war's implications for civil rights in America, and military duty as an obligation of citizenship.

fort des moines museum and education center: Insiders' Guide® to Des Moines Michael
Ream, 2011-07-05 A first edition, Insiders' Guide to Des Moines is the essential source for in-depth
travel and relocation information to Iowa's capital. Written by a local (and true insider), this guide
offers a personal and practical perspective of Des Moines and its surrounding environs.

fort des moines museum and education center: Frontier Forts of lowa William E. Whittaker,
2009-09 At least fifty-six frontier forts once stood in, or within view of, what is now the state of lowa.
The earliest date to the 1680s, while the latest date to the Dakota uprising of 1862. Some were vast
compounds housing hundreds of soldiers; others consisted of a few sheds built by a trader along a
riverbank. Regardless of their size and function—William Whittaker and his contributors include any
compound that was historically called a fort, whether stockaded or not, as well as all military
installations—all sought to control and manipulate Indians to the advantage of European and
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American traders, governments, and settlers. Frontier Forts of Iowa draws extensively upon the
archaeological and historical records to document this era of transformation from the
seventeenth-century fur trade until almost all Indians had been removed from the region. The
earliest European-constructed forts along the Mississippi, Des Moines, and Missouri rivers fostered
a complex relationship between Indians and early traders. After the Louisiana Purchase of 1804,
American military forts emerged in the Upper Midwest, defending the newly claimed territories from
foreign armies, foreign traders, and foreign-supported Indians. After the War of 1812, new forts
were built to control Indians until they could be moved out of the way of American settlers; forts of
this period, which made extensive use of roads and trails, teamed a military presence with an Indian
agent who negotiated treaties and regulated trade. The final phase of fort construction in Iowa
occurred in response to the Spirit Lake massacre and the Dakota uprising; the complete removal of
the Dakota in 1863 marked the end of frontier forts in a state now almost completely settled by
Euro-Americans. By focusing on the archaeological evidence produced by many years of excavations
and by supporting their words with a wealth of maps and illustrations, the authors uncover the past
and connect it with the real history of real places. In so doing they illuminate the complicated and
dramatic history of the Upper Midwest in a time of enormous change. Past is linked to present in the
form of a section on visiting original and reconstructed forts today. Contributors: Gayle F. Carlson
Jeffrey T. Carr Lance M. Foster Kathryn E. M. Gourley Marshall B. McKusick Cindy L. Nagel David ]J.
Nolan Cynthia L. Peterson Leah D. Rogers Regena Jo Schantz Christopher M. Schoen Vicki L.
Twinde-Javner William E. Whittaker

fort des moines museum and education center: Finding the Wild West: Along the
Mississippi Mike Cox, 2022-04-15 A modern-day explorer's guide to the Old West From the famed
Oregon Trail to the boardwalks of Dodge City to the great trading posts on the Missouri River to the
battlefields of the nineteenth-century Indian Wars, there are places all over the American West
where visitors can relive the great Western migration that helped shape our history and culture. This
guide to the states Along the Mississippi, including Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, and
Minnesota--one of the five-volume Finding the Wild West series--highlights the best preserved
historic sites as well as ghost towns, reconstructions, museums, historical markers, statues, works of
public art that tell the story of the Old West. Use this book in planning your next trip and for a
storytelling overview of America’s Wild West history.

fort des moines museum and education center: Army Reserve Magazine , 2001

fort des moines museum and education center: Double Victory Cheryl Mullenbach, 2013 An
account of the lesser-known contributions of African-American women during World War II reveals
how they helped lay the foundations for the Civil Rights Movement by challenging racial and gender
barriers at home and abroad.

fort des moines museum and education center: Detour Iowa: Historic Destinations Mike
Whye , 2020 Iowa history ranges from the natural to what's been made by humans over many
centuries. Find and hold the fossilized remains of sea creatures that lived 375 million years ago.
Walk through a small-town home where one of the nation's most infamous--and unsolved--murders
occurred in 1912. Savor pastries that originated in the Netherlands before the 1840s and watch
where wheat is ground into flour in a windmill first built in Denmark and then rebuilt in Elk Horn.
Listen to time softly tick away in an elaborately carved clock that auto pioneer Henry Ford tried and
failed to buy in 1928 for $1 million. Join writer-photographer Mike Whye on trips to the known,
little-known and unknown historic places in Iowa.

fort des moines museum and education center: We Salute You Edward C. Kramer,
2010-05-24 T have been an advocate for WWII veterans recording their experiences for future
generations for many years. I believe generations to come need to know what cost and sacrifice
these men and women endured to protect our country and world. They sacrificed years of their lives
and many gave their lives for our country. Most veterans look back on their experiences in the
military as building blocks for the rest of their lives. I believe that each veteran is a library, and
when that veteran is gone, it is like the library is burned.



fort des moines museum and education center: Discovering the South Jennifer
Ritterhouse, 2017-02-08 During the Great Depression, the American South was not merely “the
nation’s number one economic problem,” as President Franklin Roosevelt declared. It was also a
battlefield on which forces for and against social change were starting to form. For a white southern
liberal like Jonathan Daniels, editor of the Raleigh News and Observer, it was a fascinating moment
to explore. Attuned to culture as well as politics, Daniels knew the true South lay somewhere
between Erskine Caldwell’s Tobacco Road and Margaret Mitchell’s Gone with the Wind. On May 5,
1937, he set out to find it, driving thousands of miles in his trusty Plymouth and ultimately
interviewing even Mitchell herself. In Discovering the South historian Jennifer Ritterhouse pieces
together Daniels’s unpublished notes from his tour along with his published writings and a wealth of
archival evidence to put this one man’s journey through a South in transition into a larger context.
Daniels’s well chosen itinerary brought him face to face with the full range of political and cultural
possibilities in the South of the 1930s, from New Deal liberalism and social planning in the
Tennessee Valley Authority, to Communist agitation in the Scottsboro case, to planters' and
industrialists' reactionary worldview and repressive violence. The result is a lively narrative of black
and white southerners fighting for and against democratic social change at the start of the nation’s
long civil rights era. For more information on this book, see www.discoveringthesouth.org.
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Douglas Fisher, Joann H. Buckley, 2015-12-17 In World War I, 104 African American doctors joined
the United States Army to care for the 40,000 men of the 92nd and 93rd Divisions, the Army's only
black combat units. The infantry regiments of the 93rd arrived first and were turned over to the
French to fill gaps in their decimated lines. The 92nd Division came later and fought alongside other
American units. Some of those doctors rose to prominence; others died young or later succumbed to
the economic and social challenges of the times. Beginning with their assignment to the Medical
Officers Training Camp (Colored)--the only one in U.S. history--this book covers the early years,
education and war experiences of these physicians, as well as their careers in the black communities
of early 20th century America.
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2015-03-06 FOLLOWING THE DOUGHBOY FROM THE HOME FRONT TO THE WESTERN
FRONT—AND MAPPING THE MANY MEMORIALS BUILT IN HIS HONOR It has now been a century
since World War I began, but America’s role in this colossal struggle has been largely forgotten on
both sides of the Atlantic. Historian and travel writer Mark D. Van Ells aims to change that. America
and World War I follows in the footsteps of the Doughboy—as the U.S. soldier of the Great War was
known—from the training camps of the United States to the frontlines of Europe. Tracing the totality
of America’s experience from the factors that led the nation to enter the war in April 1917 to the
armistice in November 1918, his riveting narrative describes a military buildup on a scale the world
had never seen, as well as the war’s major battles and campaigns?and, throughout, it leads the
traveler to the memorials erected in the Doughboys’ wake, as well as to the many places that remain
unmarked and uncommemorated. Through their own words, we learn the feelings of those young
men and women who served in the war. What were their private thoughts and fears? Their personal
memories? Such eyewitness accounts, woven into the fabric of each chapter, give this absorbingly
written book an immediacy and vividness that marks a new departure in guidebooks. Complete with
photographs, the voices of the doughboys themselves, and up-to-date travel information, America
and World War [ is an indispensible guide for those who wish to explore this vital but neglected
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