ford transit fuel economy diesel

ford transit fuel economy diesel is a critical consideration for businesses and individuals who rely on this
versatile commercial vehicle for transporting goods and passengers. The Ford Transit diesel variants have
gained popularity due to their balance of power, durability, and fuel efficiency, making them a cost-
effective choice in the long run. Understanding the fuel consumption rates, factors influencing diesel
mileage, and ways to optimize fuel economy can significantly impact operational costs. This article delves
into the detailed analysis of the Ford Transit’s fuel economy in its diesel form, comparing models, engine
options, and driving conditions. Additionally, it explores maintenance tips and driving habits that enhance
diesel efficiency, ensuring owners maximize their investment. The following sections provide a
comprehensive overview of these aspects to help readers make informed decisions about the Ford Transit

diesel's fuel economy.
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Overview of Ford Transit Diesel Models

The Ford Transit lineup offers several diesel-powered configurations tailored to meet varying commercial
and passenger transport needs. These models are equipped with advanced diesel engines designed to
deliver robust torque and efficient fuel consumption. The availability of different body styles, roof heights,

and wheelbases provides flexibility, which can influence overall fuel economy.

Engine Options and Performance

The diesel variants of the Ford Transit typically feature the 2.0L EcoBlue turbocharged four-cylinder
engine. This powertrain is engineered for efficiency and power, producing ample torque for hauling while
maintaining competitive fuel economy figures. Some models may also include mild-hybrid systems to
further enhance efficiency and reduce emissions. The engine's design allows for smooth acceleration and

consistent performance across various driving conditions.



Configurations and Their Impact on Fuel Economy

Fuel economy in Ford Transit diesel models varies depending on the vehicle’s configuration. Variations in
cargo capacity, roof height, and wheelbase length can affect aerodynamics and weight, which in turn
influence fuel consumption. For instance, a high-roof, extended wheelbase Transit will generally consume

more fuel than a low-roof, short-wheelbase version due to increased drag and mass.

Fuel Economy Specifications and Ratings

Understanding the official fuel economy ratings of the Ford Transit diesel models provides a baseline for
evaluating their efficiency. These ratings are determined through standardized testing procedures and offer

insights into expected mileage under typical driving scenarios.

EPA Fuel Economy Estimates

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides fuel economy estimates for different Ford Transit
diesel configurations. On average, the 2.0L EcoBlue-powered Transit achieves between 20 to 24 miles per
gallon (mpg) in combined city and highway driving. Variations occur based on the model year, vehicle

size, and load conditions. These ratings serve as a useful benchmark but may differ in real-world usage.

Real-World Fuel Economy Data

Independent tests and user reports often show that the Ford Transit diesel's actual fuel economy can vary
slightly from EPA figures. Factors such as driving style, terrain, and load weight can cause mileage to
fluctuate. Nevertheless, diesel Transits generally maintain better fuel efficiency compared to their gasoline

counterparts, particularly in highway driving where diesel engines excel at sustained speeds.

Factors Affecting Ford Transit Fuel Economy Diesel

Several factors contribute to the fuel consumption characteristics of the Ford Transit diesel models.

Understanding these variables helps operators anticipate fuel costs and optimize driving strategies.

Vehicle Load and Cargo Weight

Heavier loads increase engine strain and reduce fuel efficiency. The Ford Transit’s payload capacity can
range significantly, and operating near or at maximum capacity will naturally result in higher diesel

consumption. Proper load distribution can also affect vehicle balance and aerodynamic drag.



Driving Conditions and Terrain

Urban stop-and-go traffic leads to more frequent acceleration and idling, raising fuel consumption.
Conversely, steady highway driving at moderate speeds is more fuel-efficient for diesel engines.

Additionally, hilly or mountainous terrain requires more engine power, thereby increasing diesel use.

Weather and Temperature

Cold weather can negatively impact diesel fuel economy due to longer engine warm-up times and
increased use of auxiliary systems like heaters. Fuel additives and proper winterization can mitigate some
of these effects.

Driving Tips to Improve Diesel Fuel Efficiency

Adopting specific driving habits can significantly enhance the Ford Transit diesel’s fuel economy, reducing

operating costs and environmental impact.

Maintain Steady Speeds

Using cruise control on highways helps maintain consistent speeds, avoiding unnecessary acceleration and

deceleration that waste fuel. Smooth driving reduces engine load and improves mileage.

Limit Idling Time

Avoid prolonged idling, which consumes fuel without providing mileage. Modern diesel engines warm up

faster than older models, so excessive idling offers minimal benefit and decreases fuel economy.

Plan Efficient Routes

Route planning to avoid heavy traffic, excessive stops, and detours can reduce fuel consumption. Efficient

routing minimizes travel time and distance, optimizing diesel use.

Use Appropriate Gears

Shifting gears at the correct engine RPM helps maintain engine efficiency. Diesel engines perform best

within specific RPM ranges, and staying within these limits maximizes fuel economy.



Reduce Excess Weight and Drag

Removing unnecessary cargo and external accessories that increase aerodynamic drag can improve fuel

efficiency. Keeping windows closed at high speeds also helps reduce air resistance.

Maintenance Practices for Optimal Fuel Economy

Regular maintenance is crucial for sustaining the Ford Transit diesel's fuel economy. Well-maintained

vehicles operate more efficiently and have fewer breakdowns.

Engine and Fuel System Care

Routine oil changes using manufacturer-recommended diesel oils keep the engine running smoothly.
Replacing fuel filters as scheduled prevents contaminants from reducing engine performance and fuel

efficiency.

Tire Maintenance

Proper tire inflation reduces rolling resistance, directly impacting fuel economy. Under-inflated tires
increase fuel consumption and cause uneven wear. Regular alignment and balancing also contribute to

optimal performance.

Air Filter Replacement

A clean air filter ensures sufficient airflow to the engine, which is essential for efficient combustion.

Clogged air filters can reduce power and increase fuel usage.

Software and Engine Calibration

Keeping the vehicle’s engine control unit (ECU) software up to date ensures that fuel injection and
emission systems operate at peak efficiency. Some models may receive periodic updates from Ford to

improve performance and economy.

Brake System Inspection

Sticky or dragging brakes create unnecessary resistance, increasing diesel consumption. Regular brake

inspections and timely repairs help maintain smooth vehicle operation and fuel efficiency.



Ensure timely oil and filter changes

Maintain proper tire pressure and condition

Replace air filters regularly

¢ Keep engine software updated

Inspect brakes for optimal function

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average fuel economy of a Ford Transit Diesel?

The average fuel economy of a Ford Transit Diesel typically ranges between 20 to 25 miles per gallon

(mpg), depending on the model year, load, and driving conditions.

How does the fuel economy of a Ford Transit Diesel compare to the

gasoline version?

Ford Transit Diesel models generally offer better fuel economy than their gasoline counterparts, often

achieving 10-20% higher mpg due to the efficiency of diesel engines.

‘What factors affect the fuel economy of a Ford Transit Diesel?

Fuel economy in a Ford Transit Diesel can be influenced by factors such as vehicle load, driving habits,

terrain, maintenance, and whether the vehicle is used primarily in city or highway driving.

Are there any diesel Ford Transit models with improved fuel economy

features?

Yes, recent Ford Transit Diesel models include features like advanced engine management systems,

aerodynamic designs, and start-stop technology to improve fuel efficiency.

What is the typical fuel tank capacity and range of a Ford Transit Diesel?

A Ford Transit Diesel usually has a fuel tank capacity of around 25 to 30 gallons, providing a driving range

of approximately 500 to 750 miles on a full tank, depending on driving conditions and model.



Additional Resources

1. Maximizing Fuel Efficiency in Ford Transit Diesel Vans

This book offers practical advice and tips for improving the fuel economy of Ford Transit diesel vans. It
covers driving techniques, maintenance schedules, and modifications that can lead to significant savings on
fuel. Ideal for fleet managers and individual owners alike, the guide emphasizes both cost-effectiveness and

environmental benefits.

2. The Ford Transit Diese]l Owner’s Guide to Fuel Economy

Designed specifically for Ford Transit diesel owners, this guide dives into understanding your vehicle’s
fuel system and how to optimize it. From choosing the right diesel fuel to monitoring tire pressure and
engine tuning, readers will learn to enhance their van’s mileage. The book also includes real-world case

studies and troubleshooting tips.

3. Diesel Fuel Economy Strategies for Commercial Vans

Focusing on commercial vehicles, this book details strategies to reduce fuel consumption in diesel-powered
vans like the Ford Transit. It covers advanced driving techniques, route planning, load management, and
regular vehicle maintenance. The book is a valuable resource for business owners looking to cut operational

costs without sacrificing performance.

4. Ford Transit Diesel: Maintenance and Fuel Efficiency Handbook

This comprehensive handbook highlights the maintenance practices that directly impact fuel efficiency in
Ford Transit diesel models. Readers will find step-by-step instructions for routine checks, filter
replacements, and engine diagnostics. The book also explains how proper upkeep can prevent fuel wastage

and extend the vehicle’s lifespan.

5. Eco-Driving the Ford Transit Diesel: A Practical Approach

Eco-driving principles tailored to the Ford Transit diesel are the focus of this book. It teaches drivers how
to adjust their habits to reduce fuel consumption, including acceleration, braking, and idling techniques.
The book also explores the environmental impact of diesel vans and how eco-driving contributes to

sustainability.

6. Improving Diesel Fuel Economy Through Engine Tuning

This technical guide dives into the specifics of engine tuning for diesel engines, including those found in
the Ford Transit. It explains how adjustments to the fuel injection system, turbochargers, and engine
control units can boost fuel efficiency. Ideal for mechanics and enthusiasts, the book combines theory with

practical tuning advice.

7. Alternative Fuels and the Ford Transit Diesel: Future of Fuel Economy

Exploring alternative fuels compatible with diesel engines, this book discusses biodiesel, synthetic fuels, and
other eco-friendly options for the Ford Transit. It evaluates the impact of using these fuels on fuel
economy, engine performance, and emissions. The book aims to guide readers toward greener and more

cost-effective fuel choices.



8. Fleet Management and Fuel Economy Optimization for Ford Transit Diesels

This book is targeted at fleet managers who operate multiple Ford Transit diesel vans. It covers strategies
for monitoring fuel consumption, driver training programs, and maintenance scheduling to optimize fuel
economy across an entire fleet. The book also features software tools and data analytics techniques for

efficient management.

9. The Science of Diesel Combustion and Fuel Economy in Ford Transit Vans

For readers interested in the technical science behind diesel combustion, this book offers an in-depth look at
how fuel economy is influenced by engine design and combustion processes. Using the Ford Transit as a
case study, it explains the chemistry and physics that determine fuel efficiency. The book is suitable for

engineers, students, and curious vehicle owners.
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ford transit fuel economy diesel: Ford Transit Peter Lee, 2015-03-23 A commemorative
history of fifty years of the iconic Ford Transit van, from the launch of the first-generation Transit in
1965, right up to the present day. Covering the full range of Transit models and with over three
hundred photographs (including previously unpublished pictures from Ford's picture archive), Ford
Transit - Fifty Years is an ideal resource for anyone with an interest in this world-beating
commercial vehicle. Written by acknowledged Ford Transit expert Peter Lee, the book covers the
development era - light commercial vehicles in the 1950s, the 'Project Redcap' prototypes and the
first Transit. Production and development of all eight generations and variants of Transits are also
covered, including custom vans, camper vans, minibuses and special vehicle options. Specification
guides, awards, sales figures are all included as well as marketing worldwide. Finally, there are
interviews with designers, engineers and Ford employees, along with owners' experiences. The
Transit has and continues to receive numerous awards, voted 'International Van of the Year' in 2001
and 2013. With the 2014 launch of the all-new two-tonne Transit and its pioneering technology, this
looks to be only the first fifty years of the Ford Transit story.

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Fuel Economy Guide , 2012

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Diesel Emissions and Their Control, 2nd Edition W. Addy
Majewski, Hannu Jaaskelainen, 2023-12-20 Engineers, applied scientists, students, and individuals
working to reduceemissions and advance diesel engine technology will find the secondedition of
Diesel Emissions and Their Control to be an indispensablereference. Whether readers are at the
outset of their learning journey orseeking to deepen their expertise, this comprehensive reference
bookcaters to a wide audience.In this substantial update to the 2006 classic, the authors have
expandedthe coverage of the latest emission technologies. With the industryevolving rapidly, the
book ensures that readers are well-informed aboutthe most recent advances in commercial diesel
engines, providing acompetitive edge in their respective fields. The second edition has
alsostreamlined the content to focus on the most promising technologies.This book is rooted in the
wealth of information available on DieselNet.com, where the “Technology Guide” papers offer
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in-depth insights. Eachchapter includes links to relevant online materials, granting readers accessto
even more expertise and knowledge.The second edition is organized into six parts, providing a
structuredjourney through every aspect of diesel engines and emissions control: Part I: A
foundational exploration of the diesel engine, combustion, andessential subsystems. Part II: An
in-depth look at emission characterization, health andenvironmental impacts, testing methods, and
global regulations. Part III: A comprehensive overview of diesel fuels, covering petroleumdiesel,
alternative fuels, and engine lubricants. Part IV: An exploration of engine efficiency and emission
controltechnologies, from exhaust gas recirculation to engine control. Part V: The latest
developments in diesel exhaust aftertreatment,encompassing catalyst technologies and particulate
filters. Part VI: A historical journey through the evolution of dieselengine technology, with a focus on
heavy-duty engines in the NorthAmerican market. (ISBN 9781468605693, ISBN 9781468605709,
ISBN 9781468605716, DOI: 10.4271/9781468605709)

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Diesel and Gasoline Engines Richard Viskup, 2020-02
The internal combustion engine was invented around 1790 by various scientists and engineers
worldwide. Since then the engines have gone through many modifications and improvements. Today,
different applications of engines form a significant technological importance in our everyday lives,
leading to the evolution of our modern civilization. The invention of diesel and gasoline engines has
definitely changed our lifestyles as well as shaped our priorities. The current engines serve
innumerable applications in various types of transportation, in harsh environments, in construction,
in diverse industries, and also as back-up power supply systems for hospitals, security departments,
and other institutions. However, heavy duty or light duty engines have certain major disadvantages,
which are well known to everyone. With the increasing usage of diesel and gasoline engines, and the
constantly rising number of vehicles worldwide, the main concern nowadays is engine exhaust
emissions. This book looks at basic phenomena related to diesel and gasoline engines, combustion,
alternative fuels, exhaust emissions, and mitigations.

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Advanced Direct Injection Combustion Engine Technologies
and Development H Zhao, 2009-12-18 Volume 2 of the two-volume set Advanced direct injection
combustion engine technologies and development investigates diesel DI combustion engines, which
despite their commercial success are facing ever more stringent emission legislation worldwide.
Direct injection diesel engines are generally more efficient and cleaner than indirect injection
engines and as fuel prices continue to rise DI engines are expected to gain in popularity for
automotive applications. Two exclusive sections examine light-duty and heavy-duty diesel engines.
Fuel injection systems and after treatment systems for DI diesel engines are discussed. The final
section addresses exhaust emission control strategies, including combustion diagnostics and
modelling, drawing on reputable diesel combustion system research and development. - Investigates
how HSDI and DI engines can meet ever more stringent emission legislation - Examines technologies
for both light-duty and heavy-duty diesel engines - Discusses exhaust emission control strategies,
combustion diagnostics and modelling

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Vehicular Electric Power Systems Ali Emadi, Mehrdad
Ehsani, John M. Miller, 2003-12-12 Vehicular Electric Power Systems: Land, Sea, Air, and Space
Vehicles acquaints professionals with trends and challenges in the development of more electric
vehicles (MEVs) using detailed examples and comprehensive discussions of advanced MEV power
system architectures, characteristics, and dynamics. The authors focus on real-world applications
and highlight issues related to system stability as well as challenges faced during and after
implementation. Probes innovations in the development of more electric vehicles for improved
maintenance, support, endurance, safety, and cost-efficiency in automotive, aerospace, and marine
vehicle engineering Heralding a new wave of advances in power system technology, Vehicular
Electric Power Systems discusses: Different automotive power systems including conventional
automobiles, more electric cars, heavy-duty vehicles, and electric and hybrid electric vehicles
Electric and hybrid electric propulsion systems and control strategies Aerospace power systems
including conventional and advanced aircraft, spacecraft, and the international space station Sea



and undersea vehicles The modeling, real-time state estimation, and stability assessment of
vehicular power systems Applications of fuel cells in various land, sea, air, and space vehicles
Modeling techniques for energy storage devices including batteries, fuel cells, photovoltaic cells,
and ultracapacitors Advanced power electronic converters and electric motor drives for vehicular
applications Guidelines for the proper design of DC and AC distribution architectures

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Electric and Hybrid Vehicles Program. Annual Report
to Congress. Nineteenth. Fiscal Year 1995, 1996

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Transportation Energy Conservation Data Book , 1977

ford transit fuel economy diesel: The Logistics and Supply Chain Innovation Handbook John
Manners-Bell, Ken Lyon, 2019-07-03 The Fourth Industrial Revolution is now transforming logistics
and supply chain industries. Consumer habits are changing fast and supply chains are having to
adapt to meet the challenges created by this dynamic new environment. Traditional logistics
operating models are under threat. Incumbent freight operators across the entire transport and
warehousing spectrum have been forced to develop strategies to effectively compete with new
start-ups. The Logistics and Supply Chain Innovation Handbook provides a comprehensive overview
of all the major new technologies and business models currently under development and looks at
this process of disruption in detail. The Logistics and Supply Chain Innovation Handbook covers
many important topics, such as crowd sourcing and shipping, on-demand delivery, autonomous
vehicles, automation in the warehouse, electric vehicles and alternative fuels. It provides readers
with a straightforward and easy to understand assessment of these innovations and their impact on
the industry. Online supporting resources include PowerPoints and sample case studies.

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Highway Safety Literature , 1977

ford transit fuel economy diesel: The Use of Small Buses in Transit Service P. Brendon
Hemily, National Research Council (U.S.). Transportation Research Board, Transit Cooperative
Research Program, 2002 Examines the use of small buses -- 30 ft or less in length -- as replacements
for large buses in fixed-route, scheduled servcice or those used in innovative, more flexible
operations such as route deviation or demand-response service.

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Cumulative Index [of The] SAE Papers Society of Automotive
Engineers, 1965

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Fundamentals of Medium/Heavy Duty Diesel Engines
Gus Wright, 2021-09-30 Preview a Sample Chapter Now! Chapter 12: Diesel Fuel Properties and
Characteristics (View Now) Thoroughly updated and expanded, Fundamentals of Medium/Heavy
Diesel Engines, Second Edition offers comprehensive coverage of basic concepts and fundamentals,
building up to advanced instruction on the latest technology coming to market for medium- and
heavy-duty diesel engine systems. Now organized by outcome-based objectives to improve
instructional clarity and adaptability in a more readable format, all content seamlessly aligns with
the latest ASE Medium-Heavy Truck Program requirements for IMMR through MTST. This
industry-leading Second Edition offers: Complete coverage for the T2 ASE exam, including starting
and charging systems Unique coverage and emphasis on electronic control systems for the L2 Diesel
Specialist ASE Exam Dedicated chapters on the latest technology and unique OEM equipment
Examples of In-Depth Coverage for Today’s Technicians: Electronic service tools Variable Geometry
and Series Turbocharging On-board networks, multiplexing, and HD-OBD: fundamentals and OEM
specific Exhaust Aftertreatment Systems: Particulate filters, Selective Catalyst Reduction (SCR), and
OEM systems Exhaust Gas recirculation (EGR): Basic Components; Coolers, Dual Coolers; Inspecting
a Cooler; Mixers; Valves; Control System; Mass Airflow, Oxygen Sensor, and Speed Density
measurement of EGR flow; Maintenance; On-Board Diagnostics; and System Performance Checks
Engine sensors: Analyzing Switch and Sensor Signals; +VREF and Zero Volt return (ZVR); Pull-Up
and Pull-Down Switches; Resistive-Type Sensors; Three-Wire Hall-Effect Sensor; Throttle Sensors;
Pressure Sensors; Mass Airflow Sensors; Position Sensors; Exhaust Gas Sensors; Diesel Exhaust
Fluid Sensors; Fault Detection Principles for Sensors; Three-Wire Sensor Circuit Monitoring; and
Pinpoint Testing of Sensors Testing High-Pressure Common Rail Fuel Systems: Pressure-Control




Components; Two-Controller Rail Pressure Regulation; On-Board Diagnostics Monitoring; Measuring
Injector Back Leakage; Measuring Total Fuel Leakage; Fuel Balance Control; Bosch (Gen 1 - 4);
Delphi; Denso, Servo hydraulic, Direct Acting, Piezo, G3S and G4S-III; Siemens / Continental AG;
Injection Rate Shaping; Injection Rate and Fault Healing; Model Predictive Control (MPC) and Rate
Shape Selection; Nominal Voltage Calibration; Accelerometer Pilot Control; Closed-Loop Injector
Control; Fuel Leakage Rates; Pressure Wave Correction Factor; Zero Fuel Mass Calibration
DYNAMIC TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS This text full aligns to CDX Online Access for Medium/Heavy
Duty Truck Online training program. With an easy-to-use interface and seamless integration with
this resource, the online learning system reinforces and extends the learning topics from
two-dimensional paper to interactive e-learning. Online resources include: Thousands of images and
digital media assets such as animations and videos Updated tasksheets aligned to the latest ASE
Education Foundation standards Mobile-ready course materials Audiobook and eBook versions of
this text © 2023 | 1400 pages

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Alternative Fuel News , 2003

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Reducing Fuel Consumption and Greenhouse Gas
Emissions of Medium- and Heavy-Duty Vehicles, Phase Two National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine, Transportation Research Board, Division on Engineering and Physical
Sciences, Board on Energy and Environmental Systems, Committee on Assessment of Technologies
and Approaches for Reducing the Fuel Consumption of Medium- and Heavy-Duty Vehicles, Phase
Two, 2020-06-15 Medium- and heavy-duty trucks, motor coaches, and transit buses - collectively,
medium- and heavy-duty vehicles, or MHDVs - are used in every sector of the economy. The fuel
consumption and greenhouse gas emissions of MHDVs have become a focus of legislative and
regulatory action in the past few years. This study is a follow-on to the National Research Council's
2010 report, Technologies and Approaches to Reducing the Fuel Consumption of Medium-and
Heavy-Duty Vehicles. That report provided a series of findings and recommendations on the
development of regulations for reducing fuel consumption of MHDVs. On September 15, 2011,
NHTSA and EPA finalized joint Phase I rules to establish a comprehensive Heavy-Duty National
Program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and fuel consumption for on-road medium- and
heavy-duty vehicles. As NHTSA and EPA began working on a second round of standards, the
National Academies issued another report, Reducing the Fuel Consumption and Greenhouse Gas
Emissions of Medium- and Heavy-Duty Vehicles, Phase Two: First Report, providing
recommendations for the Phase II standards. This third and final report focuses on a possible third
phase of regulations to be promulgated by these agencies in the next decade.

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Fuel Economy News , 1977

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Automotive Engineering International , 2007

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Automotive Technology and Fuel Economy Standards United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Subcommittee on
Science, Technology, and Space, 1980

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Technologies and Approaches to Reducing the Fuel
Consumption of Medium- and Heavy-Duty Vehicles National Research Council, Transportation
Research Board, Division on Engineering and Physical Sciences, Board on Energy and
Environmental Systems, Committee to Assess Fuel Economy Technologies for Medium- and
Heavy-Duty Vehicles, 2010-08-30 Technologies and Approaches to Reducing the Fuel Consumption
of Medium- and Heavy-Duty Vehicles evaluates various technologies and methods that could improve
the fuel economy of medium- and heavy-duty vehicles, such as tractor-trailers, transit buses, and
work trucks. The book also recommends approaches that federal agencies could use to regulate
these vehicles' fuel consumption. Currently there are no fuel consumption standards for such
vehicles, which account for about 26 percent of the transportation fuel used in the U.S. The
miles-per-gallon measure used to regulate the fuel economy of passenger cars. is not appropriate for
medium- and heavy-duty vehicles, which are designed above all to carry loads efficiently. Instead,
any regulation of medium- and heavy-duty vehicles should use a metric that reflects the efficiency




with which a vehicle moves goods or passengers, such as gallons per ton-mile, a unit that reflects
the amount of fuel a vehicle would use to carry a ton of goods one mile. This is called load-specific
fuel consumption (LSFC). The book estimates the improvements that various technologies could
achieve over the next decade in seven vehicle types. For example, using advanced diesel engines in
tractor-trailers could lower their fuel consumption by up to 20 percent by 2020, and improved
aerodynamics could yield an 11 percent reduction. Hybrid powertrains could lower the fuel
consumption of vehicles that stop frequently, such as garbage trucks and transit buses, by as much
35 percent in the same time frame.

ford transit fuel economy diesel: Energy Alternatives University of Oklahoma. Science and
Public Policy Program, 1975
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