ford business coupe 1950

ford business coupe 1950 is a classic automobile that represents an important era in American
automotive history. Known for its distinctive design and reliable engineering, the 1950 Ford
Business Coupe has become a sought-after vehicle for collectors and enthusiasts alike. This model
combined practicality with style, making it a popular choice for business owners and individuals who
valued both functionality and aesthetics. In this article, we will explore the design, performance,
historical significance, and restoration aspects of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe. Additionally, the
discussion will cover its mechanical specifications, unique features, and why it continues to hold a
special place in the vintage car market. The following sections will provide a comprehensive
overview of this iconic vehicle.

¢ Design and Styling of the Ford Business Coupe 1950
e Performance and Mechanical Specifications
 Historical Context and Market Impact

e Restoration and Collectibility

e Unique Features and Variants

Design and Styling of the Ford Business Coupe 1950

The design of the ford business coupe 1950 reflects the post-war automotive trends with a focus
on simplicity, durability, and a clean aesthetic. The coupe featured a two-door body style with a
streamlined silhouette, emphasizing both elegance and practicality. Ford’s design team incorporated
subtle chrome accents and a distinctive front grille that became a hallmark of the 1950 models.

Exterior Characteristics

The exterior of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe was marked by smooth, rounded lines that
contributed to improved aerodynamics compared to earlier models. The coupe’s compact size made
it ideal for navigating urban environments, while the sturdy frame ensured durability. Notable
exterior features included:

e Chrome bumpers and trim
e Split windshield design
e Large, rounded fenders

¢ Distinctive hood ornament



e Steel wheels with hubcaps

Interior Layout and Features

Inside, the Ford Business Coupe was designed for practicality rather than luxury. It typically
featured seating for two occupants with limited rear space, catering primarily to business users who
needed a reliable vehicle for transportation and deliveries. The dashboard was straightforward, with
essential instrumentation and minimal distractions. Materials used in the interior were durable,
emphasizing function over opulence.

Performance and Mechanical Specifications

The ford business coupe 1950 was equipped with mechanical components that balanced power
and efficiency, making it a dependable option for everyday use. Its engineering was representative
of early 1950s automotive technology, offering solid performance for its class.

Engine and Powertrain

The standard engine for the 1950 Business Coupe was the Flathead V8, a hallmark of Ford's
engineering prowess at the time. This 3.9-liter engine delivered approximately 100 horsepower,
which was sufficient for both city driving and light hauling. The vehicle featured a three-speed
manual transmission, which provided smooth gear changes and reliable performance.

Chassis and Suspension

Built on a sturdy frame, the coupe's chassis was designed to handle varying road conditions. The
suspension system included leaf springs on both the front and rear axles, which contributed to a
comfortable ride despite the era's road infrastructure limitations. The braking system utilized drum
brakes on all four wheels, standard for the period.

Fuel Efficiency and Handling

While not optimized for fuel economy by modern standards, the 1950 Ford Business Coupe offered
reasonable mileage for its time. The vehicle's lightweight design and efficient engine contributed to
manageable fuel consumption. Handling was straightforward, with a tight turning radius and
responsive steering, ideal for urban and suburban driving.

Historical Context and Market Impact

The ford business coupe 1950 emerged in a post-World War II America where the automotive
industry was transitioning from wartime production back to consumer vehicles. This period saw



increased demand for practical and affordable cars, and the Business Coupe fit well within this
market segment.

Post-War Automotive Industry

Following the war, manufacturers like Ford focused on producing vehicles that could cater to both
commercial and personal needs. The Business Coupe was marketed toward small business owners,
salesmen, and professionals who required a reliable vehicle with cargo space and ease of
maneuverability. Its affordability and utility helped Ford maintain a strong market presence during
this competitive era.

Market Reception and Sales

The 1950 model year was successful for the Business Coupe, with steady sales driven by its
reputation for durability and practicality. It appealed to a demographic that valued functionality over
luxury, including tradespeople and entrepreneurs. Its affordability compared to larger sedans and
luxury cars positioned it as a smart investment for business-related transportation needs.

Restoration and Collectibility

Today, the ford business coupe 1950 is a prized classic among vintage car collectors and
restoration experts. Its historical significance and distinctive styling make it a popular candidate for
restoration projects and classic car shows.

Restoration Considerations

Restoring a 1950 Business Coupe requires attention to original design details and mechanical
authenticity. Enthusiasts often focus on sourcing period-correct parts, including the Flathead V8
engine components, original trim pieces, and interior upholstery materials. Common restoration
tasks include:

e Engine rebuilding and tuning

e Bodywork to address rust and corrosion

¢ Repainting in original color schemes

e Interior refurbishment with authentic fabrics

e Suspension and brake system upgrades



Collectible Value

The collectible value of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe has increased over the years, partly due to its
rarity and the nostalgic appeal of early post-war automobiles. Well-maintained or expertly restored
models often fetch premium prices at auctions and private sales. Factors influencing value include
originality, condition, and provenance.

Unique Features and Variants

The ford business coupe 1950 was available with several unique features and slight variations
that distinguish it from other models of the era. These attributes enhanced its appeal and
functionality for specific users.

Business Coupe Specific Traits

The Business Coupe was designed with a focus on cargo space and usability. Unlike standard
coupes, the rear seats were often omitted or minimized to maximize storage capacity behind the
front seats. This made the vehicle ideal for carrying equipment, samples, or goods while maintaining
a sleek coupe profile.

Optional Equipment and Upgrades

Ford offered a range of optional equipment to customize the Business Coupe to the owner's needs.
These options included:

e Upgraded radio and speaker systems

e Heaters for improved comfort during colder months

e Enhanced lighting packages, including fog lamps

e Different wheel and tire options for varying road conditions

 Exterior paint choices and two-tone color schemes

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key features of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe?

The 1950 Ford Business Coupe features a sleek two-door design, a 226 cubic inch inline-6 engine,
and was known for its practicality and affordability, making it popular among business owners and
drivers seeking a reliable vehicle.



How does the 1950 Ford Business Coupe differ from other
Ford models of the same year?

The 1950 Ford Business Coupe was distinct for its two-door configuration without a rear seat,
designed primarily for commercial use or business purposes, unlike other Ford models that offered
more passenger space and additional features.

What is the historical significance of the 1950 Ford Business
Coupe?

The 1950 Ford Business Coupe represents post-World War II American automotive design focused
on utility and economy. It catered to business owners needing an affordable, functional vehicle
during a period of economic growth.

Are parts and restoration services available for the 1950 Ford
Business Coupe?

Yes, many classic car restoration shops specialize in vintage Fords, and parts for the 1950 Business
Coupe, including engine components, body panels, and interior pieces, are available through
specialty suppliers and online marketplaces.

What makes the 1950 Ford Business Coupe a popular choice
among classic car collectors?

Collectors value the 1950 Ford Business Coupe for its classic styling, historical importance, and
rarity as a business-oriented vehicle. Its simple mechanical design also makes it appealing for
restoration and customization projects.

Additional Resources

1. Ford Business Coupe 1950: A Classic American Icon

This book delves into the history and design of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe, highlighting its
significance in post-war American automotive culture. It covers the engineering innovations, styling
cues, and the car’s role in the burgeoning hot rod scene. Richly illustrated with vintage photos, this
book is a must-have for classic car enthusiasts.

2. The Restoration Guide to the 1950 Ford Business Coupe

A comprehensive manual for hobbyists and professionals alike, this guide provides detailed
instructions on restoring the 1950 Ford Business Coupe to its original glory. It includes tips on
sourcing authentic parts, bodywork techniques, and maintaining the vehicle’s mechanical systems.
Step-by-step photos and expert advice make restoration accessible to all levels.

3. Ford’s 1950 Business Coupe: Engineering and Performance

Focusing on the technical and mechanical aspects, this book explores the engineering marvels
behind the 1950 Ford Business Coupe. It discusses the vehicle’s flathead V8 engine, suspension
design, and drivetrain components in depth. Ideal for mechanics and car enthusiasts who want to
understand what makes this classic coupe tick.



4. Hot Rod Origins: The 1950 Ford Business Coupe

This book traces the transformation of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe from a factory model to a
beloved hot rod. It covers the cultural impact of hot rodding in mid-century America and showcases
iconic custom builds. Filled with stories from builders and racers, it’s a tribute to the car’s enduring
legacy in automotive customization.

5. 1950 Ford Business Coupe: Styling Trends and Design Evolution

An in-depth analysis of the styling elements that define the 1950 Ford Business Coupe, this book
examines the artistic and industrial design trends of the era. It highlights the car’s sleek lines,
distinctive grille, and interior features, placing them within the broader context of 1950s car design.
A valuable resource for design students and classic car aficionados.

6. The Collector’'s Handbook: 1950 Ford Business Coupe

This handbook provides collectors with essential information on evaluating, buying, and preserving
the 1950 Ford Business Coupe. It covers market values, rarity, and tips for spotting authentic
models versus reproductions. The book also includes expert advice on storage and maintenance to
keep the vehicle in top condition.

7. Ford Business Coupe 1950: The American Road Experience

Exploring the cultural significance of the 1950 Ford Business Coupe, this book connects the car to
the American road and lifestyle of the 1950s. It features narratives from owners and enthusiasts who
share their experiences and memories. The book captures the spirit of freedom and mobility that the
coupe symbolized in post-war America.

8. Customizing the 1950 Ford Business Coupe: Techniques and Trends

A practical guide for custom car builders, this book details popular modification techniques for the
1950 Ford Business Coupe. It covers engine swaps, paint styles, interior upgrades, and suspension
tuning. The book also showcases influential custom builds that set trends in the classic car
community.

9. Ford Business Coupe 1950: Parts and Accessories Catalog

An exhaustive catalog of original and reproduction parts for the 1950 Ford Business Coupe, this
book is an invaluable resource for restorers and mechanics. It includes detailed diagrams, part
numbers, and compatibility notes. Whether you’re looking for trim pieces or mechanical
components, this catalog helps ensure authenticity and quality in repairs.
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splitting a deep pan with my good friend, Darryl Starbird. Our friendship was close, and I had always
respected his opinion on just about anything to do with the automobile, and especially the “kustom”
vehicle. Not only is Darryl a champ at building kustom creations, he is also one of the top auto show
producers in the U.S. For some 21 years I had been in the shadow of this high-energy, often
unbelievable, man helping him build cars and produce car shows-a schooling that isn’t available in
any six-month course or college anywhere. I had cruised with him on the high roads, and crashed
with him on the low shoulders. Believe me, auto show producing is not for the weak or conservative.
But my interest was up, boosted by a recent writeup on ‘49-’51 Mercs, and front cover spread of a
chopped ‘51 Mercury, by Street Rodder magazine, which at the time was predominantly a “pre-'48”
street rod magazine. Someone shared an interest I felt I might be thel...]”

ford business coupe 1950: Standard Catalog of Ford, 1903-2002 John Gunnell, 2011-09-27
The Standard Catalog of Ford delivers all the details you need to enjoy your hobby and love your
Ford. Inside, you'll find information about all of the legendary Fords built from
1903-2002...Mustangs, Thunderbirds, the Model T and A, Falcons, Fairlanes, Skyliners, and more.
This fact-filled book provides collector-market values for Fords made during 1903-2002. It also gives
Ford collectors the data they need to identify, buy, restore, and invest in collectable Fords,
including: * a current market price guide showing values in Old Cars Report Price Guide's
comprehensive 1 to 6 grading scale; * complete year-by-year model listings with history and
technical details; * thousands of photos for easy model identification; ¢ and option lists, engine
information, original pricing, and production information.

ford business coupe 1950: The Nifty Fifties Fords Ray Miller, 1974

ford business coupe 1950: Classic Customs and Lead Sleds Bo Bertilsson, This book will take
you back, and maybe you'll want to stay there. -- Ken Gross. Featuring Bertilsson's fantastic
photography, this book covers the contemporary hot rods and features the best builders on the West
Coast from the past 15 years. Whole chapters are devoted to legendary do-it-yourself builders like
Larry Watson and Gene Winfield, plus coverage of shows and custom clubs. Read it, dig the pictures,
and see if doesn't make you want to pick up a torch and take three inches out of that too-tall
roofline. Packed with color and stunning classic cars.

ford business coupe 1950: American Witness R] Smith, 2017-11-07 From the author of the
acclaimed James Brown biography The One comes the first in-depth biography of renowned
photographer and filmmaker Robert Frank, best known for his landmark book The Americans. As
well-known as Robert Frank the photographer is, few can say they really know Robert Frank the
man. Born and raised in wartime Switzerland, Frank discovered the power and allure of photography
at an early age and quickly learned that the art meant significantly more to him than the money,
success, or fame. The art was all, and he intended to spend a lifetime pursuing it. American Witness
is the first comprehensive look at the life of a man who's as mysterious and evasive as he is prolific
and gifted. Leaving his rigid Switzerland for the more fluid United States in 1947, Frank found
himself at the red-hot social center of bohemian New York in the '50s and '60s, becoming friends
with everyone from Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, and Peter Orlovsky to photographer Walker
Evans, actor Zero Mostel, painter Willem de Kooning, filmmaker Jonas Mekas, Bob Dylan, writer
Rudy Wirlitzer, jazz musicians Ornette Coleman and Charles Mingus, and more. Frank roamed the
country with his young family, taking roughly 27,000 photographs and collecting 83 of them into
what is still his most famous work: The Americans. His was an America nobody had seen before, and
if it was harshly criticized upon publication for its portrait of a divided country, the collection
gradually grew to be recognized as a transformative American vision. And then he turned his back
on certain success, giving up photography to reinvent himself as a film and video maker. Frank
helped found the American independent cinema of the 1960s and made a legendary film with the
Rolling Stones. Today, the nonagenarian is an embodiment of restless creativity and a symbol of
what it costs to remain original in America, his life defined by never repeating himself, never being
satisfied. American Witness is a portrait of a singular artist and the country that he saw.

ford business coupe 1950: American Photography and the American Dream James Guimond,




1991 Looks at how documentary photographers have contested the idea of the American dream, and
discusses the work of Francis Benjamin Johnston, Lewis Hine, Walker Evans, Dorothea Lange,
William Klein, Diane Arbus, and Robert Frank

ford business coupe 1950: Presidio Randy Kennedy, 2019-08-06 “Fluent, mordant, authentic,
propulsive...wonderfully lit from within” (Lee Child, The New York Times Book Review), this
critically acclaimed, stunningly mature literary debut is the darkly comic story of a car thief on the
run in the gritty and arid landscape of the 1970s Texas panhandle. In this “stellar debut,”
(Publishers Weekly) car thief Troy Falconer returns home after years of wandering to reunite with
his younger brother, Harlan. The two set out in search of Harlan’s wife, Bettie, who’s left him cold
and run away with the little money he had. When stealing a station wagon for their journey, Troy
and Harlan find they’ve accidentally kidnapped a Mennonite girl, Martha Zacharias, sleeping in the
back of the car. But Martha turns out to be a stubborn survivor who refuses to be sent home, so
together, these unlikely road companions haphazardly attempt to escape across the Mexican border,
pursued by the police and Martha’s vengeful father. But this is only one layer of Troy’s story.
Through interjecting entries from his journal that span decades of an unraveling life, we learn that
Troy has become so estranged from society that he’s shunned the very idea of personal property.
Instead of claiming possessions, he works motels, stealing the suitcases and cars of men roughly his
size, living with their things until those things feel too much like his own, at which point he finds
another motel and vanishes again into another man’s identity. Richly nuanced and complex, “like a
nesting doll, [Presidio] continually uncovers stories within stories” (Ian Stansel, author of The Last
Cowboys of San Geronimo). With a page-turning plot, prose as gritty and austere as the novel’s
Texas panhandle setting, and a determined yet doomed cast of characters ranging from con artists
to religious outcasts, this “rich and rare book” (Annie Proulx, author of Barkskins) packs a kick like a
shot of whiskey. Perfect for fans of Cormac McCarthy, Denis Johnson, and Larry McMurtry, who said
that Kennedy “captures the funny yet tragic relentlessness of survival in an unforgiving place. Let’s
hope he keeps his novelistic cool and brings us much, much more.”

ford business coupe 1950: Annual Report Long Beach (Calif.). Water Department, 1951

ford business coupe 1950: Memoirs of Myths and Truths Carl B. Allen, 2008-07 Memoirs of
Myths and Truths in an Ordinary Pebble's Extraordinary Life. We find the author considers himself
an ordinary pebble amoung others of his time,who has gone on a desperate search for love and
approval. But even an ordinary pebbles like him can have an extraordinary life, because he is not
ordinary from the start finding at an early age confusion and embarrassment regarding whether an
accident or his mind makes him that way. It"s not until into his young adult stream does he discover
another reason for his rebel behavior in school and life. Which as a reader, you ll recognized some
problems in the text of the book cover and in the book s writen words or spelling or sentance
structure being a struggle. Youll see it’s not his schooling, it’s his battle with being dyslexic. Yet
there is some great writing and inspiration, plus the help of a few photos, to bring you into his or
your memories and times when some myths emerged from stories and some being real truths.
Pebbles we all are, truths are maybe what we think they should be, and myths are longer lasting
then we may know. The author finds himself slowly aware of being in his September years, having a
sense of belonging to the past and present, but a much shorter future. With that comes a sense of
family, and the closeness of friends, which has brought him to this place of wonderment that has
continued from those wonderful years of youth. They have brought him to these joyous thoughts
while writing these memoirs, and making reflecting on his extraordinary life. Starting at first writing
this for all his kin and others within that stream surround him, but then realize other pebbles of this
time can bring back some reflection on these times with a little smile, some sadness, and reflection
too. He may have wandered through those youthful years winding through life's paths and finding
some running on empty or full or too fast or too slow at the time like the automobiles of the day. His
nurturing as a child, not always satisfying, resulted in the builting many protective walls around his
self. Yet like James Dean in East of Eden or Rebel Without a Cause or Giant, there was this
desperate search for love and approval, not always available for many reasons and questionable



behavior leading to myths or truths. Seeking his own needs, while being an ordinary pebble has
resulted in finding an extraordinary life. There is a expression of views from his heart and mind
trying to embrace so much of that extraordinary life that lies hidden deeper within his self, and yet
always trying to hold and consider that these are parts of his life, whether shinning with beauty or
happiness or sadness, finding only to be viewed as an expression of soul. He has tried painting, but
now the writen word, in expressing some of those myths, spoken truths found within the soul, and
trusted memories. They carry simple but complex myths in the life of an ordinary pebble, always
amazed by the course of the streams found. These memoirs are a reflection of our times, history,
love for the automobile,then adding the racing with many encounters with lovers and places that
have been traveled that brings this extraordinary life into view. The book is about people
encountered in his life s stream, the persons who have enriched this life and helped him to find out
who he is. Also that going through this journey, gathering memories, myths or truths, these
moments sustained his notion of an ordinary pebble's extraordinary life. These events have allowed
reflection on moral issues and things that are questionable judgment. He hope that you enjoy this
time traveling in this stream. Pebbles we are, yet we are still the most important part in those
stream surrounding us, finding most everyone else's lives continue similarly within those same small
stream we live in rubbing shoulders and sharing our life s stream with others matter more than we
know because as others enrich our lives, we can d

ford business coupe 1950: Rockin' Garages Tom Cotter, Ken Gross, 2012-11-15 DIV Ken
Gross is one of the premiere auto writers in the United States. This is a terrific book... a great
Father's Day gift and a great read. - Jay Leno Cars and rock ‘n roll have always gone hand in hand.
Whether it’s a garage band piling into some decrepit rig to get to the next gig or a killer guitar riff
blasting from a Mustang, rock n roll keeps us moving when we’re behind the wheel. It’s no surprise,
then, that some of the music world’s big names are also serious car guys. Jimmie Vaughn, Billy Joel,
Brian Johnson (AC/DC), J Geils, Brad Whitford (Aerosmith), and others each spend as much time
behind the wheel as they can. Hot rods, customs, muscle cars, motorcycles, race cars, and sports
cars—the variety of vehicles is as eclectic as rock ‘n roll itself. Rockin’ Garages showcases top
performers, their cars, and their garages. Authors Tom Cotter and Ken Gross profile each musician,
revealing the story behind their moto-lust and what drives their car collecting. Each profile is
complemented by Michael Alan Ross’ top-notch photography. Rockin’ Garages puts you behind the
wheel with some of your favorite musicians. /div

ford business coupe 1950: Middletown Pacemakers Ron Roberson, 2002 Hot Rodding began
in Southern California in the 1930s and had spread throughout the United States by the mid 1950s,
spawning the sport of drag racing and the advent of the Detroit muscle cars of the '60s and '70s. Hot
Rod Magazine and the National Hot Rod Association promoted the formation of responsible car
clubs to combat the delinquent reputation of hot rodders, earned through illegal street races and
Hollywood's portrayal in B movies. And thus were born the Middletown Pacemakers in 1951. The
Pacemakers brought southern Ohio its first reliability runs (1952), custom auto shows (1954), and
drag racing competitions-setting national records (1958, '63, '64) and winning national
championships (1963, '64, '65). When the hot rodders were not busy upgrading their drive train for
more horsepower or chopping and channeling for improved performance, they could often be seen
on the streets of Middletown feeding expired parking meters or rescuing motorists whose cars had
broken down or run out of gas. By 1966, as was the fate of so many hot rod clubs, the mass
production of Detroit muscle cars ushered the Pacemakers to fold.

ford business coupe 1950: Motor Record , 1923

ford business coupe 1950: Vintage American Road Racing Cars 1950-1969 Harold Pace
Mark R. Brinker,

ford business coupe 1950: Annual Reports of the Town Officers of Walpole, New
Hampshire Walpole (N.H. : Town), 1947

ford business coupe 1950: Hot Rodding in Santa Barbara County Tony Baker, 2014
California's central coast was fertile ground for hot rodding, and all motor sports in general, during




the 1940s and 1950s. Hot Rodding in Santa Barbara County takes the reader back in time with a
collection of remarkable photographs from the earliest days of the hot rod movement. This book
includes images of the first drag strips in the country, rough-and-tumble jalopy racing, early
road-racing action, and lots of great hot rods and customs. Follow local hot-rodders as they take
trips to El Mirage dry lake and the world-famous salt flats at Bonneville, Utah, and visit a long-lost
world as seen through photographs taken from the personal albums of people who contributed to the
birth of a culture that would spread across the nation.

ford business coupe 1950: American Cars, 1946-1959 J. “Kelly” Flory, Jr., 2008-11-24 From
the resumption of automobile production at the close of World War II through the 1950s, the
American auto industry would see the births and deaths of several manufacturers, great
technological advances, and an era of dramatic styling as a prospering nation asserted its growing
mobility. Cars of this period are among the most iconic vehicles ever built in the United States: the
1949 Ford, the remarkable Studebaker designs of 1950 and 1953, the 1955-1957 Chevrolets, the
Forward Look Chrysler products, the ill-fated Edsel and many others. This comprehensive reference
book details every model from each of the major manufacturers (including independents such as
Kaiser-Frazer and Crosley but excluding very low-volume marques such as Tucker) from model years
1946 through 1959. Year by year, it provides an overview of the industry and market, followed by an
individual report on each company: its main news for the year (introductions or cancellations of
models, new engines and transmissions, advertising themes, sales trends etc.); its production figures
and market status; and its powertrain offerings, paint colors and major options. The company's
models are then detailed individually with such information as body styles, prices, dimensions and
weights, standard equipment and production figures. Nearly 1,000 photographs are included.

ford business coupe 1950: Dark Angels On Writing Dark Angels, 2019-06-13 If you read only
one book on business writing, make it this one. Chapters by the twelve partners of the Dark Angels
Collective set out a comprehensive approach to writing more effectively for business. For nearly
twenty years the Dark Angels programme has been championing the cause of more human, more
emotive writing in the business world - because it’s this kind of writing that works, in branding, in
copywriting, in writing for design, in annual reports, in all genres and all sectors. The Dark Angels
approach is to draw on techniques from fiction, poetry and memoir to tell better stories - stories that
connect with readers across all commercial media. The results, endorsed here by many of the most
respected writers in the field, are gathered in this book as an indispensable source of inspiration and
practical advice. It’s the book that sets the new benchmark for professional writers.

ford business coupe 1950: Tucson Salvage Brian Jabas Smith, 2020-05-29 Literary Nonfiction.
Essays. This book is a chronicle of the overlooked and unsung, a collection of award-winning essays
based on Brian Jabas Smith's popular column, e;Tucson Salvage.e;

ford business coupe 1950: Annual Report Louisville Water Company (Louisville, Ky.), 1953
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