ford gran torino history

ford gran torino history traces the evolution of one of Ford's most iconic muscle cars, renowned for
its distinctive style and performance. Introduced in the late 1960s, the Gran Torino captured the spirit
of American automotive design during a time of cultural and technological change. This article
explores the car’s origins, design developments, engine options, and its impact on both the
automotive industry and popular culture. From its debut to its eventual discontinuation, the Ford Gran
Torino remains a significant chapter in the muscle car era. The following sections will offer a detailed
examination of the Gran Torino’s production timeline, technical specifications, and notable
appearances, providing a comprehensive understanding of its legacy.

Origins and Introduction of the Ford Gran Torino

Design and Styling Evolution

Engine and Performance Specifications

Popular Culture and Media Influence

Legacy and Collectibility

Origins and Introduction of the Ford Gran Torino

The Ford Gran Torino was first introduced in 1968 as part of Ford's intermediate car lineup. It was
designed to replace the Ford Fairlane and aimed to compete in the burgeoning muscle car market
against rivals like the Chevrolet Chevelle and Dodge Charger. The name "Torino" was inspired by the
Italian city of Turin, known for its automotive industry, while "Gran" signified a more upscale version
of the base Torino model. The Gran Torino was marketed as a blend of performance, comfort, and
style, appealing to a broad spectrum of buyers.

Initial Market Positioning

Ford positioned the Gran Torino to attract customers looking for a mid-sized car with muscle car
capabilities but with added luxury features. It was available in various body styles, including two-door
hardtops, four-door sedans, and station wagons. This versatility allowed the Gran Torino to appeal to
families and performance enthusiasts alike.

Production Timeline

Production of the Ford Gran Torino spanned from 1968 to 1976. During this period, the model
underwent several updates and redesigns to keep pace with changing market demands and
government regulations. The car’s popularity peaked in the early 1970s before muscle cars began to
decline due to fuel economy concerns and stricter emissions standards.



Design and Styling Evolution

The Ford Gran Torino was notable for its bold styling, which evolved significantly throughout its
production years. Early models featured clean lines, a prominent grille, and a muscular stance that
emphasized power and presence. Subsequent redesigns incorporated more aerodynamic shapes and
updated front and rear fascias to reflect contemporary design trends.

Exterior Features

Design elements such as the signature “coke bottle” curves and dual headlights contributed to the
Gran Torino’s aggressive look. Various trim levels offered unique exterior accents, including vinyl
roofs, racing stripes, and specialized badging. The 1972 model year introduced a more squared-off
appearance, reflecting the shift in automotive styling of the era.

Interior Comfort and Amenities

The Gran Torino’s interior combined functionality with comfort. Higher trim levels included features
like bucket seats, wood grain accents, and upgraded instrumentation. The spacious cabin and
ergonomic controls made it suitable for long drives, enhancing its appeal as both a daily driver and a
performance car.

Engine and Performance Specifications

The Ford Gran Torino was equipped with a range of engines, catering to different performance needs.
Options ranged from economical six-cylinder engines to powerful V8s that delivered impressive
horsepower and torque figures, solidifying the car’s muscle car status.

Engine Options

e Base 250 cubic inch (4.1L) inline-six engine

e 302 cubic inch (4.9L) V8 engine

e 351 cubic inch (5.8L) V8 engine with Windsor and Cleveland variants
¢ 390 cubic inch (6.4L) V8 engine

e 429 cubic inch (7.0L) V8 engine, including the Cobra Jet variant

These engines were paired with manual and automatic transmissions, allowing buyers to customize
performance to their preferences. The high-performance versions of the Gran Torino, especially those
equipped with the 429 Cobra Jet, were capable of impressive acceleration and top speeds for their
class.



Handling and Suspension

The Gran Torino featured a front-engine, rear-wheel-drive layout with a suspension system designed
to balance ride comfort and handling. Upgrades like heavy-duty shocks, power steering, and front disc
brakes were available, enhancing the driving experience and safety.

Popular Culture and Media Influence

The Ford Gran Torino gained widespread recognition through its prominent appearances in popular
media, which helped cement its status as a cultural icon. The car’s rugged design and performance
capabilities made it a favorite choice for filmmakers and television producers.

The “Starsky & Hutch” Connection

One of the most famous representations of the Gran Torino was in the television series “Starsky &
Hutch” (1975-1979), where a bright red 1975 Gran Torino with a distinctive white stripe served as the
iconic car driven by the main characters. This exposure significantly boosted the car’s popularity and
made it a symbol of 1970s American pop culture.

Film Appearances

The Gran Torino also appeared in various films, often portrayed as a classic muscle car or a vehicle
owned by blue-collar characters. Its rugged image and strong presence made it an ideal choice for
period pieces and action films, further embedding it in the automotive lore.

Legacy and Collectibility

Today, the Ford Gran Torino is highly valued among classic car collectors and muscle car enthusiasts.
Its combination of historical significance, distinctive design, and powerful performance continues to
attract interest in the collector market. Restored and well-maintained models often command
premium prices at auctions and car shows.

Factors Influencing Collectibility

e Originality and condition of the vehicle
e Specific engine and trim configurations, especially high-performance variants
» Historical importance and cultural associations

¢ Rarity of certain model years or limited editions



Collectors often seek out Gran Torinos with documented provenance and minimal modifications to
preserve authenticity. The car’'s enduring appeal is also supported by active clubs and enthusiast
communities dedicated to its preservation and celebration.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Ford Gran Torino first introduced?

The Ford Gran Torino was first introduced in 1968 as a higher trim level of the Ford Torino, which itself
was a mid-size car produced by Ford.

What is the origin of the name '‘Gran Torino'?

The name 'Gran Torino' was inspired by the Italian city of Turin (Torino in Italian), known for its
automobile industry, reflecting the car's sporty and upscale positioning.

How did the Ford Gran Torino evolve during its production
years?

The Ford Gran Torino evolved from 1968 to 1976, starting as a sporty trim of the Torino and later
becoming a standalone model with various body styles, including sedans, coupes, and wagons, with
design changes reflecting the automotive trends of the early 1970s.

What role did the Ford Gran Torino play in popular culture?

The Ford Gran Torino gained iconic status through its starring role in the 1970s television show
"Starsky & Hutch," where a red and white Gran Torino became a symbol of the show and 1970s
American muscle cars.

Why did Ford discontinue the Gran Torino model?

Ford discontinued the Gran Torino after the 1976 model year due to changing market preferences,
increasing fuel economy standards, and a shift towards smaller, more fuel-efficient vehicles in the late
1970s.

Additional Resources

1. Ford Gran Torino: The Definitive History

This book explores the complete history of the Ford Gran Torino, from its introduction in the 1960s
through its evolution over the decades. It covers design changes, engineering advancements, and the
cultural impact of the Gran Torino. Filled with rare photographs and detailed specifications, it is an
essential read for enthusiasts and historians alike.

2. The Muscle Car Legacy: Ford Gran Torino
Focusing on the Gran Torino's place in the muscle car era, this book delves into the powerful engines
and performance features that made the car an icon. It highlights key models like the Torino GT and



Cobra, and discusses the competitive landscape during the late 1960s and early 1970s. The book also
includes interviews with designers and race drivers who contributed to its legacy.

3. Gran Torino: From Factory to Film

This title explores the Ford Gran Torino’s journey from a classic American car to a cultural symbol,
especially after its prominent role in the 2008 movie "Gran Torino." It analyzes the car’s design,
popularity, and how it captured the imagination of filmmakers and audiences alike. The book also
features behind-the-scenes stories and production details of the film.

4. Ford Gran Torino Restoration Guide

A practical manual for collectors and restorers, this guide provides step-by-step instructions on
restoring the Gran Torino to its original glory. It includes tips on sourcing authentic parts, bodywork,
engine rebuilding, and interior refurbishment. Detailed illustrations and photographs help readers
understand the nuances of this classic vehicle.

5. The Evolution of the Ford Torino and Gran Torino

This comprehensive volume traces the development of the Torino model line, with a special focus on
the Gran Torino variants. It covers design philosophies, market trends, and technical improvements
from the late 1960s through the 1970s. The book also examines how the Torino influenced
subsequent Ford models and its role in automotive history.

6. Gran Torino Performance and Modifications

Dedicated to enthusiasts interested in enhancing their Gran Torino, this book discusses performance
upgrades, engine tuning, suspension improvements, and custom modifications. It provides expert
advice on balancing power and drivability while maintaining the car’s classic appeal. Case studies of
modified Gran Torinos showcase the potential of this iconic muscle car.

7. American Muscle: The Ford Gran Torino Story

This narrative-driven book captures the spirit of the American muscle car era through the lens of the
Gran Torino. It combines historical facts with personal stories from owners, racers, and industry
insiders. The book highlights the cultural and social significance of the Gran Torino during its heyday
and beyond.

8. Gran Torino in Motorsport: Racing History and Achievements

Focusing on the Gran Torino’s motorsport pedigree, this title chronicles its participation in various
racing events, including NASCAR and drag racing. It profiles notable drivers, race teams, and
memorable victories that cemented the Gran Torino’s reputation on the track. Technical insights into
race modifications and tuning are also provided.

9. The Design and Engineering of the Ford Gran Torino

This book offers an in-depth look at the innovative design and engineering that went into creating the
Gran Torino. It covers aspects such as chassis development, aerodynamics, engine options, and
safety features. Interviews with Ford engineers and designers give readers a behind-the-scenes
perspective on the car’s creation and legacy.
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ford gran torino history: Cobra Jet: The History of Ford's Greatest High-Performance
Muscle Cars Rob Kinnan, Diego Rosenberg, 2020-03-15 Relive Ford’s glory days in the muscle car
era in this stunning new volume covering the popular and powerful Cobra Jets! Ford’s “Total
Performance” racing program in the early 1960s was the first stone turned in the task of
repurposing its image to the youth market. The introduction of the Mustang increased that
exponentially, but even in 289 Hi-Po form it was no match for the Pontiac GTO or other muscle cars.
Neither was the 1966 Fairlane GT or subsequent 390 Mustang the following year. But when the 428
Cobra Jet Mustang debuted at Pomona for the NHRA Winternationals in 1968, that image evolved
from wholesome to fearsome! Cobra Jet Mustangs downed all comers and took the vaunted Super
Stock Eliminator crown while introducing a new weapon under the hood to serve as fair warning to
what was to be uncoiled at the stoplight. By the next model year with the revolutionary shaker hood
on Cobra Jet-equipped Mach Is and the striking snake adorning the sheet metal of the midsize
Cobra, Ford’s image makeover was complete. The demise of the muscle car era didn’t signify the
end of the Cobra Jet, as Ford continued the performance reign with the 351 Cobra Jet. The legacy
left by Mustang, Cougar, Torino, Cyclone, and Ranchero 428, 429, and 351 Cobra Jet-powered
vehicles is indelible. Mustang Monthly editor Rob Kinnan and muscle car expert Diego Rosenberg
bring this history back to life in an all-encompassing book that is the first to specifically feature all
Cobra Jet cars, including the purpose-built drag cars of today! Cobra Jet: The History of Ford’s
Greatest High Performance Cars will hypnotize you as the first and complete history of Ford’s most
famous engines during the era’s peak.

ford gran torino history: Standard Catalog of Ford, 1903-2002 John Gunnell, 2011-09-27 The
Standard Catalog of Ford delivers all the details you need to enjoy your hobby and love your Ford.
Inside, you'll find information about all of the legendary Fords built from 1903-2002...Mustangs,
Thunderbirds, the Model T and A, Falcons, Fairlanes, Skyliners, and more. This fact-filled book
provides collector-market values for Fords made during 1903-2002. It also gives Ford collectors the
data they need to identify, buy, restore, and invest in collectable Fords, including: ¢ a current
market price guide showing values in Old Cars Report Price Guide's comprehensive 1 to 6 grading
scale; * complete year-by-year model listings with history and technical details; * thousands of
photos for easy model identification; * and option lists, engine information, original pricing, and
production information.

ford gran torino history: Teaching History with Film Alan S. Marcus, Scott Alan Metzger,
Richard ]. Paxton, Jeremy D. Stoddard, 2010-02-25 Visit any school in the United States and chances
are that you will find at least one of the social studies teachers showing a film about history. Along
with the textbook, movies are one of the most prominent teaching aids in the history classroom. Yet,
when middle and high school history teachers look for models of the effective use of motion pictures
in history classrooms, the cupboard is surprisingly bare. Teaching History with Film provides a
fresh, engaging, and clear overview of teaching with film to effectively enhance social studies
instruction. Using cases of experienced teachers to illustrate accomplished history teaching through
the use of movies, this text provides pre- and in-service teachers with ideas for implementing
film-based lessons in their own classrooms and offers a deeper understanding of the thorny issues
involved in using film to teach history. Each section of the book focuses on how teachers can
effectively support the development of students’ historical film literacy through topics such as using
film to develop historical empathy, to develop interpretive skills, and to explore controversial issues.
By developing the skills students need to think critically about the past or what they think they know
about history, the lessons in this book illustrate how to harness the pedagogical power of film to
provide the tools necessary for rigorous inquiry and democratic citizenship. Special features include:
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Reflection on the Case, following each chapter, analyzing and discussing the strengths and
limitations of the teacher’s approach as well as providing strategies for using and choosing films
specific to the educational outcome Sample unit outlines, descriptions of class texts and films,
worksheets, essay questions, viewer guides, and exercises for the classroom throughout Discussion
of the practical considerations facing classroom teachers, including juggling time restraints, issues
of parental permission, and meeting standards

ford gran torino history: Asian American History Day by Day Jonathan H. X. Lee, 2018-10-12
For student research, this reference highlights the importance of Asian Americans in U.S. history,
the impact of specific individuals, and this ethnic group as a whole across time; documenting
evolving policies, issues, and feelings concerning this particular American population. Asian
American History Day by Day: A Reference Guide to Events provides a uniquely interesting way to
learn about events in Asian American history that span several hundred years (and the contributions
of Asian Americans to U.S. culture in that time). The book is organized in the form of a calendar,
with each day of the year corresponding with an entry about an important event, person, or
innovation that span several hundred years of Asian American history and references to books and
websites that can provide more information about that event. Readers will also have access to
primary source document excerpts that accompany the daily entries and serve as additional
resources that help bring history to life. With this guide in hand, teachers will be able to more easily
incorporate Asian American history into their classes, and students will find the book an easy-to-use
guide to the Asian American past and an ideal jumping-off point for more targeted research.

ford gran torino history: Torinos Michael Portman, 2011-01-01 Learn about the history and
design of the Ford Torino.

ford gran torino history: The Car and the Camera David Lanier Lewis, Bill Rauhauser, Alan
Phipps Darr, Tracey Albainy, Detroit Institute of Arts, Melanie Holcomb, 1996 A compilation of
information on Legionella, outlining necessary precautions to take against spread of the bacteria in
hospitals and other health care facilities. Shows how to evaluate risk at a particular facility, and
offers step-by-step instructions on implementing risk reduction and preventive measures for
domestic water systems and cooling towers, and on water sampling and disinfection procedures.
Includes discussion of estimated costs and legal issues, and appendices of handouts, sampling logs,
and US and international laboratory sources, consultants, suppliers, and associations. The
publisher's address is 6450 Guion Road, Indianapolis, IN 46286-2531. Annotation copyrighted by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

ford gran torino history: History on the Run Ma Vang, 2020-12-21 During its secret war in
Laos (1961-1975), the United States recruited proxy soldiers among the Hmong people. Following
the war, many of these Hmong soldiers migrated to the United States with refugee status. In History
on the Run Ma Vang examines the experiences of Hmong refugees in the United States to theorize
refugee histories and secrecy, in particular those of the Hmong. Vang conceptualizes these histories
as fugitive histories, as they move and are carried by people who move. Charting the incomplete
archives of the war made secret through redacted US state documents, ethnography, film, and
literature, Vang shows how Hmong refugees tell their stories in ways that exist separately from
narratives of U.S. empire and that cannot be traditionally archived. In so doing, Vang outlines a
methodology for writing histories that foreground refugee epistemologies despite systematic
attempts to silence those histories.

ford gran torino history: American Cars, 1966-1972 ]. “Kelly” Flory, Jr., 2023-11-27 The
automotive industry underwent great change in the 1960s and the early 1970s. The continuing trend
toward market consolidation, the proliferation of sizes and nameplates, and the need for speed
characterized this period, loosely labeled as the muscle car era. This is an exhaustive reference work
to American made cars of model years 1966-1972. Organized by year (and summarizing the market
annually), it provides a yearly update on each make's status and production figures, then details all
models offered for that year. Model listings include available body styles, base prices, engine and
transmission choices, power ratings, standard equipment, major options and their prices, curb



weight and dimensions (interior and exterior), paint color choices, changes from the previous year's
model, and sales figures. Also given are assembly plant locations and historical overviews of each
model nameplate.

ford gran torino history: History of the American Auto Consumer Guide (Firm), 2004 A
comprehensive history of the automobile in America. More than a century of coverage, including the
latest models. Told in a lively picture-and-caption format. Thousands of images, including rare
factory photos, period advertising, and styling proposals.

ford gran torino history: American Cars, 1960-1972 J. “Kelly” Flory, Jr., 2008-11-24 The
automotive industry underwent great change in the 1960s and the early 1970s. The continuing trend
toward market consolidation, the proliferation of sizes and nameplates, and the need for speed
characterized this period, loosely labeled as the muscle car era. This is an exhaustive reference work
to American made cars of model years 1960-1972. Organized by year (and summarizing the market
annually), it provides a yearly update on each make's status and production figures, then details all
models offered for that year. Model listings include available body styles, base prices, engine and
transmission choices, power ratings, standard equipment, major options and their prices, curb
weight and dimensions (interior and exterior), paint color choices, changes from the previous year's
model, and sales figures. Also given are assembly plant locations and historical overviews of each
model nameplate. The book is profusely illustrated with 1,018 photographs.

ford gran torino history: Trivia Why's, Volume 3 Robert Jen, 2006 Trivia Why's will make
you trivia wise with these great features: 1) Over 2,000 questions with short answers are each
accompanied by a related factoid. Why is this answer correct (and not that one)? Why else is this
person famous (or infamous)? Why was this event historically significant? 2) By cycling through six
standard genus categories, this book makes an excellent supplement to your favorite trivia board
game while providing a healthy variety of topics for your reading pleasure. Answers are hidden from
view while the questions are being read and appear in the same block on the same side of the book
two pages later. 3) Every question and answer has been carefully researched for accuracy and
recently updated to include the latest available data. Since trivia is a moving target, however,
updates and corrections will be posted to the triviawhys.com web site.

ford gran torino history: Collecting Muscle Car Model Kits Tim Boyd, 2018-05-15 In the
1960s, model kit building was a huge hobby. Kids built plastic kits of planes, tanks, race cars, space
ships, creatures from scary movies, you name it. Before baseball card collecting, Pokémon, and
video games, model kit building was one of the most popular hobby activities. Car and airplane kits
were the most popular, and among the car kits, muscle cars, as we know them today, were one of
the most popular categories. Many owners of real muscle cars today were not old enough to buy
them when the cars were new, of course. Yet kids of the 1960s and 1970s worshiped these cars to an
extent completely foreign to kids today. If you couldn’t afford or were too young to buy a muscle car
back then, what could you do? For many, the next best thing was to buy, collect, and build muscle
car kits from a variety of kit companies. Hundreds were made. Many of these kits have become
collectible today, especially in original, unassembled form. Although people still build kits today,
there is a broad market for collectors of nostalgic model kits. People love the kits for the great box
art, to rekindle fond memories of building them 40 years ago, or even as a companion to the
full-scale cars they own today. Here, world-leading authority Tim Boyd takes you through the entire
era of muscle car kits, covering the options, collectability, variety availability, and value of these
wonderful kits today. Boyd also takes you through the differences between the original kits, the
older reproduction kits, and the new reproduction kits that many people find at swap meets today. If
you are looking to build a collection of muscle car kits, interested in getting the kits of your favorite
manufacturer or even just of the cars you have owned, this book will be a valuable resource in your
model kit search.

ford gran torino history: American Film History Cynthia Lucia, Roy Grundmann, Art Simon,
2015-06-25 From the American underground film to the blockbuster superhero, this authoritative
collection of introductory and specialized readings explores the core issues and developments in




American cinematic history during the second half of the twentieth-century through the present day.
Considers essential subjects that have shaped the American film industry—from the impact of
television and CGI to the rise of independent and underground film; from the impact of the civil
rights, feminist and LGBT movements to that of 9/11. Features a student-friendly structure dividing
coverage into the periods 1960-1975, 1976-1990, and 1991 to the present day, each of which opens
with an historical overview Brings together a rich and varied selection of contributions by
established film scholars, combining broad historical, social, and political contexts with detailed
analysis of individual films, including Midnight Cowboy, Nashville, Cat Ballou, Chicago, Back to the
Future, Killer of Sheep, Daughters of the Dust, Nothing But a Man, Ali, Easy Rider, The
Conversation, The Texas Chain Saw Massacre, Longtime Companion, The Matrix, The War Tapes,
the Batman films, and selected avant-garde and documentary films, among many others. Additional
online resources, such as sample syllabi, which include suggested readings and filmographies, for
both general and specialized courses, will be available online. May be used alongside American Film
History: Selected Readings, Origins to 1960 to provide an authoritative study of American cinema
from its earliest days through the new millennium

ford gran torino history: The Ethnic Dimension in American History James S. Olson, Heather
Olson Beal, 2011-09-07 The Ethnic Dimension in American History is a thorough survey of the role
that ethnicity has played in shaping the history of the United States. Considering ethnicity in terms
of race, language, religion and national origin, this important text examines its effects on social
relations, public policy and economic development. A thorough survey of the role that ethnicity has
played in shaping the history of the United States, including the effects of ethnicity on social
relations, public policy and economic development Includes histories of a wide range of ethnic
groups including African Americans, Native Americans, Jews, Chinese, Europeans, Japanese,
Muslims, Koreans, and Latinos Examines the interaction of ethnic groups with one another and the
dynamic processes of acculturation, modernization, and assimilation; as well as the history of
immigration Revised and updated material in the fourth edition reflects current thinking and recent
history, bringing the story up to the present and including the impact of 9/11

ford gran torino history: 90 Years of Ford George H. Dammann, 1993

ford gran torino history: The Age of the Muscle Car Clay Fees, 2022-02-01 A breed unlike
any seen before or since, the powerful, stylish American muscle car defined an era in automotive
history. This history traces the rise and fall of these great performance cars from their precursors in
the 1950s through the seminal appearance of the Pontiac GTO in 1964 and then year by year to the
end in the 1970s. Approachable and nontechnical yet deeply informative, it puts the bygone muscle
car in its cultural and aesthetic contexts, describes developments in styling, performance and
marketing, and revels in the joys of muscle car ownership in the 21st century.

ford gran torino history: How to Build Ford Restomod Street Machines Tony E. Huntimer,
2005 How to Build Ford Restomod Street Machines shows you how to modify your vintage Ford to
accelerate, stop, corner, and ride as good as - if not better than - Detroit's best new
high-performance cars. Don't subject your classic Ford to a life of garage time, trailer rides,
outdated factory-original performance, and the occasional Sunday cruise - build it to run hard.
Author Tony Huntimer uses over 300 photos to show you how to upgrade your engine, drivetrain,
chassis, suspension, body, and interior to make your ride a stand-out performer using factory and
aftermarket parts. He even covers many Ford-specific upgrades, including the Granada brake swap
and the popular Shelby Mod.

ford gran torino history: Crime and Spy Jazz on Screen Since 1971 Derrick Bang,
2020-04-01 Henry Mancini's Peter Gunn theme. Lalo Schifrin's Mission: Impossible theme. Isaac
Hayes' theme from Shaft. These iconic melodies have remained a part of the pop culture landscape
since their debuts back when movie studios and TV production companies employed full orchestral
ensembles to provide a jazz backdrop for the suspenseful adventures of secret agents, private
detectives, cops, spies and heist-minded criminals. Hundreds of additional films and television shows
made from the mid-1950s and beyond have been propelled by similarly swinging title themes and




underscores, many of which have (undeservedly) faded into obscurity. This meticulously researched
book begins with Hayes' game-changing music for Shaft, and honors the careers of traditional jazz
composers who--as the 1970s gave way to the '80s and beyond--resolutely battled against the
pernicious influx of synth, jukebox scores and a growing corporate disinterest in lavish ensembles.
Fans frustrated by the lack of attention paid to jazz soundtrack composers--including Mort Stevens,
Laurie Johnson, Mike Post, Earle Hagen, David Shire, Elmer Bernstein and many, many others--will
find solace in these pages (along with all the information needed to enhance one's music library).
But this is only half the story; the saga's origins are discussed in this book's companion volume,
Crime and Action Jazz on Screen: 1950-1970.

ford gran torino history: American Muscle Cars Darwin Holmstrom, 2016-03-20 This is the
muscle car history to own--a richly illustrated chronicle of America's greatest high-performance cars,
told from their 1960s beginning through the present day! In the 1960s, three incendiary
ingredients--developing V-8 engine technology, a culture consumed by the need for speed, and 75
million baby boomers entering the auto market--exploded in the form of the factory muscle car. The
resulting vehicles, brutal machines unlike any the world had seen before or will ever see again,
defined the sex, drugs, and rock 'n' roll generation. American Muscle Cars chronicles this
tumultuous period of American history through the primary tool Americans use to define themselves:
their automobiles. From the street-racing hot rod culture that emerged following World War 11
through the new breed of muscle cars still emerging from Detroit today, this book brings to life the
history of the American muscle car. When Pontiac's chief engineer, John Z. DeLorean, and his team
bolted a big-inch engine into the division's intermediate chassis, they immediately invented the
classic muscle car. In those 20 minutes it took Bill Collins and Russ Gee to bolt a 389 ci V-8 engine
into a Tempest chassis they created the prototype for Pontiac's GTO--and changed the course of
automotive history. From that moment on, American performance cars would never be the same.
American Muscle Cars tells the story of the most desirable cars ever to come out of Detroit. It's a
story of flat-out insanity told at full throttle and illustrated with beautiful photography.

ford gran torino history: A Village with My Name Scott Tong, 2017-11-17 An “immensely
readable” journey through modern Chinese history told through the experiences of the author’s
extended family (Christian Science Monitor). When journalist Scott Tong moved to Shanghai, his
assignment was to start the first full-time China bureau for “Marketplace,” the daily business and
economics program on public radio stations across the US. But for Tong the move became much
more: an opportunity to reconnect with members of his extended family who’d remained there after
his parents fled the communists six decades prior. Uncovering their stories gave him a new way to
understand modern China’s defining moments and its long, interrupted quest to go global. A Village
with My Name offers a unique perspective on China’s transitions through the eyes of regular people
who witnessed such epochal events as the toppling of the Qing monarchy, Japan’s occupation during
WWII, exile of political prisoners to forced labor camps, mass death and famine during the Great
Leap Forward, market reforms under Deng Xiaoping, and the dawn of the One Child Policy. Tong
focuses on five members of his family, who each offer a specific window on a changing country: a
rare American-educated girl born in the closing days of the Qing Dynasty, a pioneer exchange
student, a toddler abandoned in wartime who later rides the wave of China’s global export boom, a
young professional climbing the ladder at a multinational company, and an orphan (the author’s
daughter) adopted in the middle of a baby-selling scandal fueled by foreign money. Through their
stories, Tong shows us China anew, visiting former prison labor camps on the Tibetan plateau and
rural outposts along the Yangtze, exploring the Shanghai of the 1930s, and touring factories across
the mainland—providing a compelling and deeply personal take on how China became what it is
today. “Vivid and readable . . . The book’s focus on ordinary people makes it refreshingly
accessible.” —Financial Times “Tong tells his story with humor, a little snark, [and] lots of love . . .
Highly recommended, especially for those interested in Chinese history and family journeys.”
—Library Journal (starred review)
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