
current issues in special education

current issues in special education encompass a range of challenges and evolving
concerns that educators, policymakers, parents, and students face today. These issues
impact the delivery of effective educational services to students with disabilities and
influence the overall inclusivity of school environments. Topics such as funding shortages,
teacher shortages, inclusion practices, legal compliance, and technological integration are
critical to understanding the landscape of special education. Additionally, debates around
individualized education programs (IEPs), student assessment, and behavioral supports
highlight the complexity of meeting diverse learner needs. This article explores these
pressing matters in detail, providing insights into the barriers and opportunities within the
field. The following sections will outline the primary current issues in special education,
offering a comprehensive overview for stakeholders involved in special education.

Funding and Resource Allocation

Teacher Shortages and Training

Inclusion and Integration Practices

Legal and Policy Challenges

Technological Advancements and Accessibility

Behavioral and Mental Health Supports

Assessment and Accountability

Funding and Resource Allocation
One of the most significant current issues in special education is inadequate funding and
resource allocation. Many school districts struggle to secure the necessary financial
support to provide comprehensive special education services. Limited budgets often result
in insufficient materials, lack of specialized staff, and reduced program availability. The
cost of implementing individualized education programs (IEPs) and providing necessary
accommodations can be high, yet funding formulas frequently fail to reflect the true
expenses involved.

Impact on Service Delivery
Insufficient funding directly affects the quality and scope of services available to students
with disabilities. Schools may face challenges in maintaining appropriate student-to-
teacher ratios, offering specialized therapies, or acquiring assistive technologies. This can
lead to increased class sizes and decreased individualized attention, ultimately impacting



student outcomes.

Strategies for Improvement
Efforts to address funding challenges include advocating for increased federal and state
support, reallocating existing resources more efficiently, and pursuing grants targeted at
special education programs. Collaboration between districts and community organizations
can also enhance resource availability.

Teacher Shortages and Training
The shortage of qualified special education teachers is a pressing concern across the
United States. This shortage exacerbates existing challenges in delivering effective
education and meeting the diverse needs of students with disabilities. Furthermore,
ongoing professional development and training opportunities are often limited, affecting
teacher preparedness and retention.

Causes of Teacher Shortages
Several factors contribute to the shortage of special education educators, including high
stress levels, lower salaries compared to general education teachers, and limited career
advancement opportunities. Additionally, the demand for special education services
continues to rise, outpacing the supply of qualified personnel.

Professional Development Needs
Effective special education requires continual training in evidence-based instructional
strategies, behavior management, and legal compliance. Providing teachers with access to
quality professional development is essential for improving instructional outcomes and job
satisfaction.

Inclusion and Integration Practices
Inclusion—the practice of educating students with disabilities alongside their non-disabled
peers—is a central issue in special education discourse. While inclusion promotes social
integration and equal access, challenges remain in implementation, classroom
management, and ensuring meaningful participation for all students.

Benefits and Challenges of Inclusion
Inclusion offers numerous benefits such as increased social interaction and exposure to
the general curriculum. However, it also requires adequate teacher training, appropriate
accommodations, and support services to be successful. Some students may need



specialized instruction that is difficult to provide in inclusive settings without additional
resources.

Models of Inclusion
Various inclusion models exist, ranging from full inclusion to partial inclusion with
resource support. Schools must evaluate which models best meet the individual needs of
students while balancing classroom dynamics and staff capabilities.

Legal and Policy Challenges
Special education is governed by a complex array of laws and policies designed to protect
the rights of students with disabilities. Navigating these legal requirements presents
ongoing challenges for educators and administrators. Compliance with the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is mandatory and often scrutinized.

IEP Development and Compliance
Developing, implementing, and reviewing individualized education programs (IEPs)
require significant coordination and documentation. Ensuring that IEPs accurately reflect
student needs and legal mandates is a continual challenge, and disputes over compliance
can lead to legal actions.

Policy Changes and Impact
Changes in educational policy at federal and state levels can alter funding, accountability
measures, and service delivery models. Staying informed and adapting to policy shifts is
critical for maintaining program integrity and meeting student needs.

Technological Advancements and Accessibility
Technology has become an integral part of special education, offering tools that enhance
learning and accessibility for students with disabilities. However, integrating technology
effectively remains a current issue, with disparities in access and training presenting
barriers.

Assistive Technology Innovations
Assistive technology ranges from simple devices such as communication boards to
sophisticated software that supports reading, writing, and mobility. These tools can
improve independence and academic achievement but require proper assessment and
training for effective use.



Challenges in Technology Implementation
Limited funding, lack of staff expertise, and inconsistent access to devices can hinder the
deployment of technology in special education settings. Schools must prioritize technology
planning and professional development to maximize benefits.

Behavioral and Mental Health Supports
Addressing behavioral and mental health needs is a critical current issue in special
education. Many students with disabilities experience co-occurring behavioral challenges
or mental health disorders that impact learning. Providing appropriate supports within the
educational environment is essential for student success.

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
PBIS is a widely adopted framework designed to improve behavioral outcomes through
proactive strategies and positive reinforcement. Implementing PBIS requires staff
training, data collection, and collaboration across school teams.

Access to Mental Health Services
Schools often face challenges in providing adequate mental health services due to
shortages of qualified professionals and funding constraints. Partnerships with community
agencies and telehealth options are emerging strategies to address these gaps.

Assessment and Accountability
Assessment practices and accountability measures are pivotal in special education,
influencing instructional decisions and program evaluations. Current issues involve
ensuring assessments are appropriate, accessible, and accurately reflect student progress.

Challenges in Standardized Testing
Many standardized tests are not designed to accommodate students with disabilities,
raising concerns about fairness and validity. Alternative assessments and accommodations
are necessary but can be inconsistently applied.

Data-Driven Decision Making
Effective use of data supports individualized instruction and program improvements.
Collecting and analyzing meaningful data requires resources and expertise, which are
often limited in special education settings.



Inadequate funding limits resources and staffing

Teacher shortages affect service quality

Inclusion requires balanced implementation

Legal compliance demands continuous attention

Technology access varies widely

Behavioral and mental health needs require comprehensive supports

Assessment tools must be appropriate and fair

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main challenges faced by special
education during the COVID-19 pandemic?
The COVID-19 pandemic caused disruptions in in-person learning, making it difficult to
provide individualized support, access to specialized services, and effective remote
learning accommodations for students with disabilities.

How is technology impacting special education today?
Technology is providing new tools for personalized learning, communication aids, and
accessibility features, but it also raises concerns about equity, training for educators, and
ensuring that technology meets diverse student needs.

What role does inclusive education play in current
special education practices?
Inclusive education promotes the integration of students with disabilities into general
education classrooms to foster social inclusion, equal opportunities, and better learning
outcomes, though implementation varies widely.

How are schools addressing the shortage of special
education teachers?
Schools are using alternative certification programs, offering incentives, increasing
training opportunities, and leveraging paraprofessionals, but shortages remain a
significant issue impacting service quality.



What are the current debates around individualized
education programs (IEPs)?
Debates focus on the adequacy and flexibility of IEPs, challenges in implementation,
ensuring meaningful parental involvement, and balancing standardized goals with
personalized supports.

How does legislation like the IDEA influence current
special education issues?
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) mandates free appropriate public
education and individualized services, but challenges persist in compliance, funding, and
meeting diverse student needs effectively.

What are the concerns regarding mental health services
in special education?
There is growing recognition of the need for integrated mental health supports, but many
schools lack sufficient resources, trained staff, and effective coordination to address
students' social-emotional needs.

How is equity being addressed in special education
today?
Efforts focus on reducing disparities based on race, socioeconomic status, and disability
category through culturally responsive practices, bias training, and policy reforms to
ensure fair identification and support.

What impact does remote learning have on students
with disabilities?
Remote learning can hinder access to specialized instruction and therapies, exacerbate
learning gaps, and increase isolation, highlighting the need for tailored digital
accommodations and support.

How are assistive technologies evolving to support
special education?
Assistive technologies are becoming more advanced and accessible, including AI-based
tools, speech-to-text, and adaptive devices, improving communication, mobility, and
learning for students with disabilities.

Additional Resources
1. Inclusive Education in the 21st Century: Challenges and Opportunities



This book explores the evolving landscape of inclusive education, focusing on integrating
students with diverse learning needs into mainstream classrooms. It addresses current
challenges such as policy implementation, teacher training, and resource allocation. The
author offers practical strategies for educators and administrators to foster an inclusive
environment that benefits all students.

2. Technology and Special Education: Innovations for Learning
Examining the role of technology in special education, this title highlights cutting-edge
tools and digital resources that support personalized learning. It discusses how assistive
technologies can enhance communication, engagement, and academic achievement for
students with disabilities. The book also considers ethical and accessibility issues in the
deployment of tech solutions.

3. Behavioral Interventions in Special Education: Evidence-Based Practices
This book provides a comprehensive overview of behavioral strategies to support students
with emotional and behavioral disorders. It emphasizes data-driven interventions, positive
behavior supports, and collaboration among educators, families, and specialists. Readers
will find case studies and practical tips for implementing effective behavioral plans.

4. Transition Planning for Students with Disabilities: Preparing for Adulthood
Focusing on the critical period of transition from school to adult life, this book guides
educators and families through planning processes that promote independence and self-
determination. It covers legal frameworks, vocational training, and community resources
essential for successful transitions. The author highlights the importance of student-
centered approaches and interagency collaboration.

5. Culturally Responsive Teaching in Special Education
Addressing the intersection of culture and disability, this book emphasizes the need for
culturally responsive practices to better serve diverse learners. It discusses how cultural
biases can impact assessment, instruction, and communication. Strategies are offered to
create culturally sensitive curricula and foster inclusive classroom climates.

6. Early Intervention and Special Education: Foundations and Practices
This title focuses on early identification and intervention strategies for young children
with developmental delays or disabilities. It reviews screening tools, family-centered
approaches, and multidisciplinary collaboration. The book underscores the long-term
benefits of early support in improving educational and social outcomes.

7. Legal and Ethical Issues in Special Education Today
A critical examination of current laws, policies, and ethical dilemmas affecting special
education, this book serves as a guide for educators, administrators, and advocates.
Topics include IDEA compliance, discrimination, confidentiality, and rights of students and
families. Real-world scenarios help readers navigate complex legal environments.

8. Supporting Mental Health in Special Education Settings
This book addresses the increasing recognition of mental health needs among students
with disabilities. It explores screening, intervention, and collaboration with mental health
professionals within school settings. Practical guidance is provided to create supportive
environments that promote emotional well-being and academic success.

9. Family Engagement and Advocacy in Special Education



Highlighting the vital role of families, this book offers strategies to strengthen
partnerships between educators and parents of children with disabilities. It discusses
communication techniques, empowerment, and advocacy skills to navigate the special
education system effectively. The author emphasizes mutual respect and shared decision-
making to improve student outcomes.
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  current issues in special education: Contemporary Issues In Special Educational Needs:
Considering The Whole Child Armstrong, David, Squires, Garry, 2012-05-01 This book presents a
stimulating and up-to-date overview of the context of education in SEN and suggests how educators
can address special needs most effectively by keeping in mind an image of the development of the
whole child. The editors have assembled an impressive range of thought-provoking contributions to
the ongoing debate on the actual, the possible and the ideal responses that our education system
makes or could make to the needs of its most vulnerable students. Tony Cline, Educational
Psychology Group, University College London, UK. This book provides readers with a fresh, often
incisive approach to many perennial issues in education. These include but are not limited to
socio-political agendas in inclusion, labelling, learners' self esteem and the delicate balance between
different specialists within school systems that must be achieved in the best interest of the child with
or without special educational needs and disabilities. Although written for a UK readership, the
editors have ensured that the content of most chapters transcends national and systems boundaries
with a healthy balance between psychological / educational theory and its real world application in
contexts that may not be instantly responsive to the child's changing needs. Dr Victor Martinelli,
University of Malta, Malta. This book provides a welcome overview and commentary on current
complex issues and problems affecting all those with an interest in children and young people with
special educational needs. Ranging, as it does, from matters surrounding individuals such as
labelling, therapeutic work and self-esteem to wider political, historical and socio- cultural
influences, it provides the reader with a challenging, informed and critical set of perspectives. Its
strength is the manner in which it tackles complex issues, providing thought-provoking views for
those well versed in the world of special educational needs but also ensuring clear, comprehensive
background information for novice readers of this topic. This book is an excellent compilation of
relevant contemporary pieces thoughtfully woven together by highly skilled, well-placed editors.
Jane Leadbetter, University of Birmingham, UK. This thought-provoking and accessible book
provides an overview of key issues in the education of children with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities. Written by highly experienced practitioners and educationalists, the book explores a
range of approaches for working with this diverse group of learners and invites you to consider your
possible responses. The book begins with an historical overview of Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities and a critical guide to current policy. The contributors then expertly explore and
summarise many of the fascinating topics which arise in practice and scholarly research in this area,
including: Ethical and practical implications of labelling children and young people with forms of
special educational needs or disability The role of special schools, particularly in light of enduring
debates about inclusion/exclusion What increased student participation, student voice and other
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facets of a democratic classroom mean for students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
The contributions psychology can make to developing and enriching educational practice
Understanding 'behaviour' in relation to children and young people with Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities Case studies are used to illustrate these discussions and the book includes
suggested protocols for good practice throughout. Throughout the book the reader is asked to
reflect on the issues presented and come to their own decisions about what represents good practice
in their setting.The journey concludes with a look at a possible 'ideal' school or educational setting
for children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities. Contemporary Issues in Special
Educational Needs is an invaluable guide for trainee and qualified teachers, learning support staff,
SENCO's, local authority officers, educational consultants and educational psychologists.
  current issues in special education: Current Issues and Trends in Special Education.
Festus E. Obiakor, Jeffrey P. Bakken, Anthony F. Rotatori, 2010-01-25 The field of special education
constantly changes as a result of legislation, instructional formats and research investigations.
Addressing the issues and trends in Special Education, this title covers identification, assessment
and instruction. It also covers research, technology, and teacher preparation.
  current issues in special education: Current Issues and Trends in Special Education.
Festus E. Obiakor, Jeffrey P. Bakken, Anthony F. Rotatori, 2010-01-25 The field of special education
constantly changes as a result of legislation, instructional formats and research investigations.
Addressing the issues and trends in Special Education, this title covers identification, assessment
and instruction. It also covers research, technology, and teacher preparation.
  current issues in special education: Current Trends and Legal Issues in Special
Education David Bateman, Mitchell L. Yell, 2019 Many special education leaders have worked for
years in special education as either teachers or related services providers, and most states have
standards for certification for the role of the special education administrator/leader. With their
broad formal education and years of experience, they should be able to meet the challenges of
building and program leadership. Special education leaders need to be prepared to tackle any
problem related to teaching and learning, personnel selection and evaluation, basic financial
management, parent and community relations, and legal matters related to special education.
However, just like other school leaders, many in special education are overwhelmed with the
demands of the job while at the same time having to provide services with an increasing diverse
population in an underfunded system and growing negative public perception of the education
system. Special education leaders will experience the burden of many responsibilities in their
position, such as fulfilling the spirit and letter of the law regarding students with disabilities, helping
staff keep abreast of best practices and meeting the ever-increasing demands from communities and
families. They can suddenly be thrust into situations in which they must become the final arbiter on
matters related to plethora of processes and procedures such as IEP team meetings, manifestation
determinations, requests for mediation or due process hearings, and IDEA compliance. It is likely
that many of these will be new leaders who will need guidance and direction as they move the teams
ahead. Special education leaders are expected to be experts on all levels and types of special
education services available within and outside of the district, every disability, and all aspects of
special education programming from early intervention to post-secondary transition. Recognizing
that few administrators feel adequately prepared for these roles, Special Education Leadership will
be developed to enable practicing leaders to build and support effective special education programs
to include supervising and supporting teachers, review programs, and implement special education
law.
  current issues in special education: Fundamentals of Special Education Margaret G. Werts,
Richard Culatta, James R. Tompkins, 2007 Fundamentals of Special Education: What Every Teacher
Needs to Knowgathers into one source the critical information needed to understand students with
disabilities. Written to be concise yet complete, it is an essential resource for educators because it
provides the basic parameters of each disability area and defines the issues that impact current
interventions and practices. This new edition addresses the latest laws in special education (such as



the reauthorization of IDEA and NCLB), includes a new chapter on autism spectrum disorders, and
contains additional information on collaboration with families and other service professionals.
  current issues in special education: Current Issues and Trends in Special Education Festus
E. Obiakor, Jeffrey P. Bakken, Anthony F. Rotatori, 2010-02-05 The field of special education
constantly changes as a result of legislation, instructional formats and the research investigations.
Addressing the issues and trends in special education, this title covers research, technology, and
teacher preparation.
  current issues in special education: Handbook of Special Education James M. Kauffman,
Daniel P. Hallahan, 2011-05-15 Special education is now an established part of public education in
the United States—by law and by custom. However, it is still widely misunderstood and continues to
be dogged by controversies related to such things as categorization, grouping, assessment,
placement, funding, instruction, and a variety of legal issues. The purpose of this 13-part, 57-chapter
handbook is to help profile and bring greater clarity to this sprawling and growing field. To ensure
consistency across the volume, chapter authors review and integrate existing research, identify
strengths and weaknesses, note gaps in the literature, and discuss implications for practice and
future research. Key features include: Comprehensive Coverage—Fifty-seven chapters cover all
aspects of special education in the United States including cultural and international comparisons.
Issues & Trends—In addition to synthesizing empirical findings and providing a critical analysis of
the status and direction of current research, chapter authors discuss issues related to practice and
reflect on trends in thinking. Categorical Chapters—In order to provide a comprehensive and
comparative treatment of the twelve categorical chapters in section IV, chapter authors were asked
to follow a consistent outline: Definition, Causal Factors, Identification, Behavioral Characteristics,
Assessment, Educational Programming, and Trends and Issues. Expertise—Edited by two of the most
accomplished scholars in special education, chapter authors include a carefully chosen mixture of
established and rising young stars in the field. This book is an appropriate reference volume for
anyone (researchers, scholars, graduate students, practitioners, policy makers, and parents)
interested in the state of special education today: its research base, current issues and practices,
and future trends. It is also appropriate as a textbook for graduate level courses in special
education.
  current issues in special education: Current Issues in School Leadership Larry W.
Hughes, 2005-01-15 Current Issues in School Leadership examines controversies about, and
affecting, school practices. Focusing on two essential questions--what is important to today's school
leaders? and what is interfering with schooling processes?--it includes chapters by a broad range of
authors, with expertise on their specific topic. The text is organized in three sections: *Social and
Political Issues; *Curriculum and Learning Issues; and *Organization and Management Issues. The
goal of this text--designed for school leadership, educational administration, and foundations of
education courses--is to challenge readers to think carefully and critically about each of the issues
presented, leading to positive action and leadership.
  current issues in special education: Special Education International Perspectives Anthony F.
Rotatori, Jeffrey P. Bakken, Sandra Burkhardt, Festus E. Obiakor, Umesh Sharma, 2014-07-18 This
volume provides an international perspective on special education issues. There is limited literature
examining issues in special education from an international perspective, as such this volume will add
considerably to the knowledge base across the globe.
  current issues in special education: Special Education in Contemporary Society Richard M.
Gargiulo - Professor Emeritus, Emily C. Bouck, 2020-01-07 Special Education in Contemporary
Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality offers a comprehensive, engaging, and readable
introduction to the dynamic field of special education. Grounded in research and updated to reflect
the most current thinking and standards of the field, this book provides students with the
knowledge, skills, attitudes, and beliefs that are crucial to constructing learning environments that
allow all students to reach their full potential. Authors Richard M. Gargiulo and Emily C. Bouck
encourage a deep awareness and understanding of the human side of special education, providing



students with a look into the lives of exceptional students and their families, as well as the teachers
that work with exceptional persons throughout their lives. The Seventh Edition maintains the broad
context and research focus for which the book is known while expanding on current trends and
contemporary issues to better serve both pre-service and in-service teachers of exceptional
individuals. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package.
  current issues in special education: Resources in Education , 1998
  current issues in special education: Postcards from the Schoolhouse: Practitioner Scholars
Examine Contemporary Issues in Instructional Leadership Kimberly Kappler Hewitt, Elizabeth
Hodge, Cherese Childers-McKee, Rhonda Schuhler, 2013-01-01 There is a sense of urgency that
surrounds the imperative to provide all children a quality education, and instructional leaders have
an ethical responsibility to meet this obligation. This book explores the role of leadership as it
relates to the elements of curriculum and instruction and examines contemporary global, national,
state, and local challenges facing educational leaders. This book focuses on the intersection of
research, theory, and practice.
  current issues in special education: Special Education in Contemporary Society Richard M.
Gargiulo, 2012 Special Education in Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Exceptionality is
designed for use by preservice and inservice teachers who will teach students with special needs in
the general classroom. The text provides a rare glimpse into the lives of persons with
exceptionalities, including their families and teachers. Focusing on human exceptionalities across
the life span, the text employs a traditional organization beginning with four foundations chapters
that introduce teachers to special education, followed by 10 categorical chapters each on a different
disability. Each categorical chapter features sections on transition, cultural diversity, technology,
instructional strategies, and family considerations.
  current issues in special education: International Encyclopedia of Education ,
2009-04-17 The field of education has experienced extraordinary technological, societal, and
institutional change in recent years, making it one of the most fascinating yet complex fields of study
in social science. Unequalled in its combination of authoritative scholarship and comprehensive
coverage, International Encyclopedia of Education, Third Edition succeeds two highly successful
previous editions (1985, 1994) in aiming to encapsulate research in this vibrant field for the
twenty-first century reader. Under development for five years, this work encompasses over 1,000
articles across 24 individual areas of coverage, and is expected to become the dominant resource in
the field. Education is a multidisciplinary and international field drawing on a wide range of social
sciences and humanities disciplines, and this new edition comprehensively matches this diversity.
The diverse background and multidisciplinary subject coverage of the Editorial Board ensure a
balanced and objective academic framework, with 1,500 contributors representing over 100
countries, capturing a complete portrait of this evolving field. A totally new work, revamped with a
wholly new editorial board, structure and brand-new list of meta-sections and articles Developed by
an international panel of editors and authors drawn from senior academia Web-enhanced with
supplementary multimedia audio and video files, hotlinked to relevant references and sources for
further study Incorporates ca. 1,350 articles, with timely coverage of such topics as technology and
learning, demography and social change, globalization, and adult learning, to name a few Offers two
content delivery options - print and online - the latter of which provides anytime, anywhere access
for multiple users and superior search functionality via ScienceDirect, as well as multimedia content,
including audio and video files
  current issues in special education: Enduring Issues In Special Education Barbara
Bateman, John W. Lloyd, Melody Tankersley, 2015-02-20 Enduring Issues in Special Education is
aimed at any course in the undergraduate or graduate special education curriculum that is wholly or
partly devoted to a critical examination of current issues in special education. The book organizes 28
chapters into seven sections using familiar structuring principles—what, who, where, how, when,
why, and whither. Each section begins with an introduction that provides historical, legal, and
theoretical background information and organizing commentary for the chapters that follow. The



book’s objective, in addition to informing readers about the issues, is to develop critical thinking
skills in the context of special education. Key features include the following: Dialectic Format – Each
of the 28 chapters presents compelling reasons for addressing the issue at hand and specific ways to
do so. Because each issue is written from different perspectives and focuses on a variety of aspects,
readers are encouraged to weigh the arguments, seek additional information, and come up with
synthesized positions of their own. Organizing Framework – The book’s seven sections have been
arranged according to a scheme that is the essence of most investigative reporting and provides a
coherent, easy-to-understand framework for readers. Expertise – All chapters are written by leading
scholars who are highly regarded experts in their fields and conclude with suggested readings and
discussion questions for additional study.
  current issues in special education: Resources to Facilitate the Transition of Learners with
Special Needs from School-to-work Or Postsecondary Education , 1989
  current issues in special education: Inclusive Educational Administration Mary Konya
Weishaar, John C. Borsa, Phillip M. Weishaar, 2007-03-08 Regular and special education
administrators regularly encounter problems when attempting to work together to create and
maintain successful special education programs. This updated and improved second edition seeks to
overcome this obstacle by training readers in shared problem solving. Each chapter focuses on a
specific issueincluding school reform, fiscal and human-resource matters, school governance,
identification and placement, conflict resolution, program evaluation, transportation, and
disciplinefollowed by real-life case studies and questions designed to encourage inclusive thinking
and discussion within a cohort. These real-life case studies are an ideal way to hone problem-solving
skills in the safety of the classroom and prepare for real-world situations. The second edition
integrates new legislation, such as IDEA 2004 and No Child Left Behind, and discusses
contemporary developments including Response to Intervention (RtI). Enhanced graphics and
semantic maps effectively highlight key terms and concepts. The authors have added a new section
featuring concept maps and key vocabulary terms for each case study. Instructors will appreciate
this invaluable tool to facilitate discussion and promote critical thinking about the elements
presented in each chapter.
  current issues in special education: Special Education for Young Learners with
Disabilities Festus E. Obiakor, Jeffrey P. Bakken, 2019-01-07 This volume looks at current and
future innovations in teaching young learners with disabilities. It covers physical disabilities,
learning disabilities, and emotional and behavioral disorders.
  current issues in special education: Integrating Faith and Special Education Bennett Nworie,
2016-10-10 There is an inherent connection between the Christian faith and special education. For
example, both focus on the worth of the individual. Both also focus on fairness and on caring for, or
helping, the weak. Similarly, both aim to equip and support others. This book helps the readers
perceive this integral relationship that exists between the Christian faith and the special education
discipline. This book utilizes the chapters that stem from real life professional experiences and
scholarship of the contributors to model and encourage special education practice from a Christian
faith angle. It is our view that special education practiced from this faith perspective will transform
what is currently accepted as best practice, into a new system of special education experience that is
wholesome, biblically-based, and characteristic of Shalom as wholeness (not just peace). Shalom in
this sense has strong relevance in both the Christian faith and special education. The first three
chapters highlight the connection between special education and Christian theology, and draw
attention to the pivotal role worldview plays in being an effective special educator. The bulk of the
body of the text looks at different aspects of instructional effectiveness in special education from a
Christian faith perspective.
  current issues in special education: Critical Issues in Training Special Education
Teachers Laurie U. deBettencourt, 2014-01-21 First Published in 2005. This is Volume 12 in the
Exceptionality series with the focus of Critical Issues in Training Special Education Teachers. This
title features guest editor Laurie U. deBettencourt. The articles in this issue of Exceptionality



discuss several issues relevant to special education teacher training: the meaning of highly qualified
teachers, especially in the area of special education; the comparison of traditionally and alternatively
trained special education teachers; and the reflections of alternatively trained first-year special
educators. In addition, this issue provides a reflection of the past 20 years of preparing special
education teachers as alternatives to traditional teacher preparation develop.
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