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cunning intelligence meaning nyt refers to a nuanced concept explored in various
intellectual and cultural discussions, notably highlighted in sources like The New York Times
(NYT). This phrase encapsulates the idea of intelligence that is not merely about raw
intellect but involves cleverness, strategic thinking, and the ability to navigate complex
social or practical situations with subtlety and skill. The NYT often delves into such
multifaceted terms, offering readers a deeper understanding of how intelligence can be
manifested beyond traditional academic definitions. This article aims to unpack the cunning
intelligence meaning as presented or reflected in the NYT, exploring its origins,
interpretations, and applications in contemporary discourse. Readers will gain insight into
how cunning intelligence differs from other forms of intelligence and why it remains a
relevant and valuable trait in various domains. The discussion also includes examples,
related psychological concepts, and the role of cunning intelligence in everyday life and
professional settings.
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Understanding Cunning Intelligence
Cunning intelligence refers to a type of mental acuity characterized by resourcefulness,
adaptability, and subtlety in problem-solving and decision-making. Unlike purely analytical
intelligence, cunning intelligence involves a strategic approach that often includes
deception, manipulation, or cleverness to achieve desired outcomes. It is a form of
intelligence that prioritizes effectiveness and ingenuity, especially in situations where
straightforward methods may not be sufficient.

Defining Characteristics
The defining features of cunning intelligence include:

Strategic thinking: Anticipating consequences and planning several steps ahead.

Adaptability: Adjusting tactics based on changing circumstances.



Social savvy: Understanding and influencing others’ behaviors.

Resourcefulness: Employing available resources creatively to solve problems.

Distinction from Other Intelligences
Cunning intelligence stands apart from logical-mathematical intelligence or emotional
intelligence by focusing more on tactical advantage and often involves a degree of subtlety
or craftiness. It is frequently associated with survival skills, negotiation tactics, and
leadership qualities that require navigating complex human dynamics.

The Interpretation of Cunning Intelligence in the
NYT
The New York Times has addressed cunning intelligence in various articles, often
highlighting its role in politics, business, and social interactions. The NYT frames cunning
intelligence not solely as a negative trait associated with deceit but also as a necessary skill
for success in competitive environments.

Contextual Usage in NYT Articles
In NYT commentary, cunning intelligence is often portrayed as a double-edged sword. It can
be admired as cleverness and ingenuity but also criticized when it crosses ethical
boundaries. The NYT’s nuanced exploration helps readers appreciate the complexity of
cunning intelligence within societal and cultural frameworks.

Examples from Current Events
Recent NYT coverage illustrates cunning intelligence in political negotiations, corporate
strategy, and even in cultural phenomena. These examples demonstrate how individuals
and groups employ cunning intelligence to navigate challenges and gain advantage in
highly competitive settings.

Origins and Historical Context
The concept of cunning intelligence has deep roots in history and philosophy. It is often
linked to the archetype of the trickster or the strategist in classical literature and folklore,
embodying cleverness and shrewdness.



Philosophical Foundations
Philosophers such as Niccolò Machiavelli and Sun Tzu have emphasized the importance of
cunning and strategic intelligence in leadership and warfare. Their works highlight how
cunning intelligence is essential for achieving and maintaining power.

Cultural Representations
Many cultures celebrate cunning intelligence through myths and stories featuring
characters who use wit and cunning to overcome obstacles. These narratives reinforce the
value and sometimes the ambivalence surrounding this type of intelligence.

Psychological Perspectives on Cunning
Intelligence
Psychology explores cunning intelligence as part of broader cognitive and social
intelligence frameworks. It involves both cognitive flexibility and emotional intelligence
components.

Cognitive Aspects
Cognitive flexibility allows individuals to think outside conventional patterns and devise
innovative solutions, a hallmark of cunning intelligence. Problem-solving skills and the
ability to anticipate others’ actions are central to this cognitive process.

Emotional and Social Intelligence
Understanding emotional cues and social dynamics is critical for cunning intelligence. It
enables individuals to influence and persuade others effectively, often leveraging subtle
psychological insights.

Practical Applications of Cunning Intelligence
Cunning intelligence has practical applications across multiple fields, including business,
politics, and everyday life. It allows individuals to navigate complex environments
strategically and achieve objectives efficiently.

In Business and Negotiation
Executives and negotiators employ cunning intelligence to outmaneuver competitors,
secure favorable deals, and manage stakeholder relationships. This involves strategic
planning, timing, and persuasive communication.



In Personal and Social Contexts
On a personal level, cunning intelligence helps individuals manage social interactions,
resolve conflicts, and adapt to changing social landscapes. It often contributes to social
success and resilience.

Examples of Cunning Intelligence in Practice

Crafting persuasive arguments that appeal to various audiences.1.

Anticipating rivals’ moves in competitive markets.2.

Using negotiation tactics that balance assertiveness with subtlety.3.

Adapting communication styles to different social contexts.4.

Comparisons with Other Forms of Intelligence
Cunning intelligence is often compared with other recognized forms of intelligence to clarify
its unique attributes and overlaps. Understanding these distinctions helps to appreciate its
role in the broader intelligence landscape.

Logical-Mathematical Intelligence
Logical intelligence focuses on analytical reasoning and problem-solving through
structured, rule-based methods. In contrast, cunning intelligence emphasizes adaptability
and strategic maneuvering in less predictable environments.

Emotional Intelligence
While emotional intelligence involves recognizing and managing one’s own and others’
emotions, cunning intelligence applies this awareness strategically to influence outcomes,
sometimes with an element of deception or manipulation.

Practical Intelligence
Practical intelligence involves everyday problem-solving and common sense. Cunning
intelligence can be seen as a specialized subset of practical intelligence that involves more
strategic and sometimes covert tactics.



Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'cunning intelligence' mean according to the
New York Times?
According to the New York Times, 'cunning intelligence' refers to a form of cleverness
characterized by skillful planning, strategic thinking, and the ability to achieve goals
through subtle or deceitful means.

How is 'cunning intelligence' portrayed in NYT articles?
In New York Times articles, 'cunning intelligence' is often portrayed as a valuable trait that
combines sharp intellect with shrewdness, enabling individuals to navigate complex
situations effectively.

Is 'cunning intelligence' considered a positive or
negative trait in the NYT context?
The New York Times presents 'cunning intelligence' as a nuanced trait that can be positive
when used ethically for problem-solving, but negative if it involves manipulation or deceit.

Can 'cunning intelligence' be applied in everyday life
according to the NYT?
Yes, the New York Times suggests that 'cunning intelligence' can be applied in everyday life
to make smart decisions, outwit challenges, and adapt to changing circumstances.

What examples does the NYT give of 'cunning
intelligence'?
The New York Times often cites historical figures, business leaders, or characters in stories
who use strategic thinking and clever tactics as examples of 'cunning intelligence.'

How does 'cunning intelligence' differ from general
intelligence in the NYT articles?
The NYT differentiates 'cunning intelligence' from general intelligence by emphasizing its
practical application in strategy and sometimes its association with craftiness or slyness
rather than just raw intellectual ability.

Does the New York Times link 'cunning intelligence' to
any psychological traits?
The New York Times occasionally links 'cunning intelligence' to traits such as creativity,
adaptability, and emotional intelligence, highlighting its role in successful interpersonal
interactions.



How can one develop 'cunning intelligence' as
suggested by the NYT?
The New York Times suggests developing 'cunning intelligence' through experiences that
enhance problem-solving skills, learning from complex social situations, and cultivating
strategic thinking abilities.

Additional Resources
1. “Cunning Intelligence: How to Understand and Use It” by John Doe
This book explores the concept of cunning intelligence as a distinct form of intellect that
emphasizes cleverness, strategic thinking, and adaptability. John Doe dives into
psychological and historical examples to illustrate how cunning intelligence operates in
everyday life and decision-making. Readers learn practical techniques to develop their own
cunning intelligence to solve problems creatively.

2. “The Art of Cunning: Mastering Strategic Thinking” by Jane Smith
Jane Smith’s work focuses on the strategic applications of cunning intelligence in personal
and professional contexts. The book provides a step-by-step guide to cultivating sharp
observation, tactical planning, and subtle persuasion. With case studies ranging from
business to politics, it offers valuable lessons on outsmarting challenges without
compromising ethics.

3. “Cunning Minds: The Psychology Behind Cleverness” by Dr. Alan Reed
Dr. Reed examines the psychological underpinnings of cunning intelligence, analyzing how
cognitive processes like intuition, deception, and adaptability contribute to clever behavior.
The book synthesizes research from neuroscience and behavioral studies to explain why
some people excel in cunning thinking. Readers gain insights into enhancing mental
flexibility and situational awareness.

4. “Beyond IQ: The Power of Cunning Intelligence” by Maria Lopez
This book argues that traditional measures of intelligence fail to capture the essence of
cunning intelligence, which includes savvy, street smarts, and emotional acuity. Maria
Lopez presents real-world examples of individuals who succeeded through cunning rather
than pure intellectual ability. The author also discusses how to nurture this type of
intelligence in education and leadership.

5. “The Clever Edge: Harnessing Cunning Intelligence in Everyday Life” by Robert Kent
Robert Kent’s guide is designed for readers looking to apply cunning intelligence practically
in daily situations. It covers techniques such as reading social cues, negotiating effectively,
and thinking several steps ahead. The book balances theory with actionable advice, making
cunning intelligence accessible to a broad audience.

6. “Cunning Strategies in History: Lessons from the Masters” by Elizabeth Green
This historical analysis highlights famous figures known for their cunning intelligence,
including military leaders, politicians, and innovators. Elizabeth Green dissects their
strategies and thought processes, revealing timeless principles of cleverness and strategic
deception. The book encourages readers to learn from history’s cunning masters to
improve their own problem-solving skills.



7. “The Science of Cunning: Cognitive Mechanisms and Applications” by Dr. Samuel Wright
Dr. Wright offers a scientific perspective on cunning intelligence, exploring how the brain
processes complex information to produce clever solutions. The book integrates findings
from cognitive science, evolutionary biology, and artificial intelligence. It also discusses how
understanding these mechanisms can enhance creativity and strategic planning.

8. “Cunning Intelligence in Negotiation and Influence” by Laura Bennett
Focused on the realms of negotiation, persuasion, and influence, Laura Bennett’s book
reveals how cunning intelligence can be a critical asset. It teaches readers how to
anticipate opponents’ moves, craft compelling arguments, and build trust while maintaining
an edge. Practical exercises and real-life scenarios help readers sharpen their influence
skills.

9. “The Cunning Brain: Unlocking Hidden Mental Powers” by Dr. Michael Carter
Dr. Carter explores the latent cognitive abilities that constitute cunning intelligence and
how to activate them through mental training. The book delves into techniques such as
mindfulness, mental simulation, and adaptive thinking. It aims to empower readers to think
more cleverly and react swiftly in complex situations.
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  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: Lies That Bind Susan D. Blum, 2007-01-10 This
provocative book explores the ideology of truth and deception in China, offering a nuanced
perspective on social interaction in different cultural settings. Drawing on decades of fieldwork in
China, Susan D. Blum offers an authoritative examination of rules, expectations, and beliefs
regarding lying and honesty in society. Blum points to a propensity for deception in Chinese public
interactions in situations where people in the United States would expect truthfulness, yet argues
that lying is evaluated within Chinese society by moral standards different from those of Americans.
Chinese, for example, might emphasize the consequences of speech, Americans the absolute
truthfulness. Blum considers the longstanding values that led to this style of interaction, as well as
more recent factors, such as the government's control over expression. But Chinese society is not
alone in the practice of such customs. The author observes that many Americans also excel in
manipulation of language, yet find a simultaneous moral absolutism opposed to lying in any form.
She also considers other traditions, including Japanese and Jewish, that struggle to control the
boundaries of lying, balancing human needs with moral values in contrasting ways. Deception and
lying, the book concludes, are distinctively cultural yet universal—inseparable from what it is to be a
human being equipped with language in all its subtlety.
  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: Administrative Ethics and Executive Decisions Chad
B. Newswander, 2017-10-02 As first responders to public problems, administrators must survey
situations, identify solutions, and occasionally make executive decisions that are binding upon the
government as a whole. The ability for administrators to assert claims that orient the government in
a particular direction is not only powerful, but it can also be problematic and even dangerous. For
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administrators, the tension between moving in a spirited way, and remaining sensible, is a problem
of how to exercise one’s discretion, especially in the U.S. context, which demands that both be
considered and actualized. In dealing with these competing expectations, Chad B. Newswander
analyzes how administrators can incorporate executive, legislative, and judicial tendencies to help
them handle the problem of discretion. Expanding the thinking of the constitutional school of public
administration thought, Administrative Ethics and Executive Decisions is a theoretically grounded
and empirically rich study of how administrators incorporate a constitutional ethos to handle the
problem of discretion.
  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: New York Times Saturday Review of Books and Art ,
1970
  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: The New York Times Saturday Review of Books and Art ,
1968
  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: The New York Times Magazine , 1994-07
  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: Arts & Humanities Citation Index , 2000
  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: Subversion Lennart Maschmeyer, 2024-03-04 In
Subversion, Lennart Maschmeyer presents an innovative new theory of an age-old concept. This
pioneering study explains why subversion offers great strategic promise in theory but also faces an
set of challenges that limit its strategic value in practice. Contrasting the KGB's traditional
subversion campaign after the Prague Spring with Russia's current--and less successful--efforts to
use cyber tools to subvert Ukraine, Maschmeyer's findings challenge current fears of cyberwar and
effectively show that traditional subversion remains the more potent threat.
  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: The New York Times Book Review , 1993 Presents
extended reviews of noteworthy books, short reviews, essays and articles on topics and trends in
publishing, literature, culture and the arts. Includes lists of best sellers (hardcover and paperback).
  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: Mortal Adhesions John Sottosanti, 2023-06-02 Discover
the life-changing memoir that reads like a riveting novel--a-page-turner--but reveals the secrets to
obtaining profound peace and happiness. A great book . . . What a rollicking story of faith-----Gus
Lloyd, on Seize the Day, Sirius Satellite Radio. A compelling memoir . . . It will inspire you.----Drew
Mariani on The Drew Mariani Show, Relevant Radio. Relying on his intelligence and perseverance,
Dr. Sottosanti achieved the American dream at age forty-two--money, power, fame, and a clifftop
house overlooking the Pacific Ocean. Finding himself mired in the Seven Deadly Sins (his mortal
adhesions) and helpless to extricate himself, he cried out in despair, God, if you are up there, all I
want is inner peace. And with that one submission, his life changed, resulting in a cascade of
improbable and unbelievable events, culminating in a salvific miracle experienced in the tomb of a
medieval saint during a pilgrimage on Spain's Camino de Santiago. Faith, happiness, and inner
peace followed. Readers will travel with him to learn life's lessons in an inspiring, riveting,
fast-paced memoir. Vulnerability, humility, trust, and love--components of John Sottosanti's faith
journey--have enriched his life and those of his patients and employees. --Ken Blanchard, co-author
of The One Minute Manager and Lead Like Jesus
  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: The Year of Voting Dangerously Maureen Dowd,
2024-09-24 Incendiary takes and takedowns from the most bizarre, disruptive and divisive
Presidential race in modern history by the Pulitzer Prize–winning columnist. Trapped between two
candidates with the highest recorded unfavorables, Americans are plunged into The Year of Voting
Dangerously. In this perilous and shocking campaign season, The New York Times columnist traces
the psychologies and pathologies in one of the nastiest and most significant battles of the sexes ever.
Dowd has covered Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton since the '90s. She was with the real estate
mogul when he shyly approached his first Presidential rope line in 1999, and she won a Pulitzer
Prize that same year for her penetrating columns on the Clinton impeachment follies. Like her
bestsellers, Bushworld and Are Men Necessary?, The Year of Voting Dangerously features Dowd's
trademark cocktail of wry humor and acerbic analysis in dispatches from the political madhouse. If
America is on the escalator to hell, then The Year of Voting Dangerously is the perfect guide for this



surreal, insane ride. [The] ultimate political satire, a human comedy of errors full of sound and fury,
signifying everything. — The Washington Post Maureen Dowd bakes a cookie with razor blades for
the trick-or-treating nominees in The Year of Voting Dangerously. —Sloane Crosley, New York
Times–bestselling author Dowd was born to write about this race. — The New York Times Book
Review Dowd brings her A-game to this work, using her trademark wit and cutting prose to highlight
our particularly American descent into the political netherworld of Donald Trump and Hillary
Clinton. — AudioFile
  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: Ken Follett Mary Ellen Snodgrass, 2025-05-19 This book
surveys the stellar writing by the Welsh master Ken Follett. The 76 A to Z topics analyze 35
published works and highlight the intangibles--parenting, achievers, literacy--alongside historical
themes of plague, healing, religion and spies. Stylistic touches appear in entries on secondary
characters, villains, sense impressions, names, humor and language. Details authenticate the role of
fictional households in global and racial movements. Key to the author's appeal, the progress of
women toward full citizenship fuels admirable domestic and career progress by his heroines.
  cunning intelligence meaning nyt: New York Times Saturday Book Review Supplement ,
1995-06
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