
cumberland county historical society

cumberland county historical society stands as a vital institution dedicated to preserving and
promoting the rich history and heritage of Cumberland County. Established to safeguard the region's
cultural legacy, the society plays an essential role in collecting, archiving, and interpreting historical
artifacts, documents, and stories that define the county's past. This article explores the origins,
mission, and key activities of the Cumberland County Historical Society, highlighting its contributions
to education, community engagement, and preservation efforts. Additionally, it delves into the
society’s collections, exhibitions, and public programs that connect residents and visitors to
Cumberland County’s unique historical narrative. By understanding the work of the Cumberland
County Historical Society, one gains insight into the importance of local history and the ongoing
efforts to maintain it for future generations. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview
of the society’s functions, resources, and impact.
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History and Mission of the Cumberland County
Historical Society
The Cumberland County Historical Society was founded with the primary goal of preserving the
historical heritage of Cumberland County through the collection and safeguarding of artifacts,
documents, and photographs. Since its establishment, the society has aimed to foster an appreciation
for local history by providing resources and educational opportunities for the community. Its mission
emphasizes the importance of preserving the past to enrich the present and inform the future,
ensuring that the stories and contributions of the county’s residents are not forgotten.

Founding and Early Development
The society was formed in the early 20th century by a group of local historians and civic leaders who
recognized the urgent need to protect Cumberland County’s historical records and cultural artifacts.
Over the years, it has expanded its scope and facilities to accommodate a growing collection and to
better serve the public. The organization’s longevity and dedication underscore its status as a
cornerstone of historical preservation within the region.



Mission Statement and Goals
The mission of the Cumberland County Historical Society centers on collecting, preserving, and
sharing the history of the county through diverse means. Its goals include increasing public
awareness of local history, supporting research, and facilitating access to historical materials. The
society promotes an inclusive approach that seeks to represent the full spectrum of Cumberland
County’s communities and historical experiences.

Collections and Archives
The Cumberland County Historical Society maintains extensive collections that document the county’s
historical development across multiple domains. These archives serve as invaluable resources for
researchers, genealogists, educators, and the general public interested in exploring the county’s past.
The society’s commitment to archival preservation ensures that these materials remain accessible
and protected for ongoing study and interpretation.

Types of Collections
The collections include a wide variety of historical materials such as:

Manuscripts and personal papers from notable local figures

Photographic archives documenting everyday life and significant events

Maps and land records illustrating geographic and urban development

Artifacts representing cultural, industrial, and agricultural history

Newspapers, periodicals, and printed ephemera

Access and Research Facilities
The society provides a dedicated research room where visitors can access archival materials under
staff supervision. Digitization efforts have enhanced accessibility, allowing remote users to explore
selected collections online. Researchers are encouraged to utilize the society’s resources for scholarly
work, family history projects, and educational purposes.

Educational Programs and Public Engagement
Education and community outreach are central to the Cumberland County Historical Society’s
activities. The organization hosts a variety of programs designed to engage diverse audiences,
promote historical literacy, and foster a connection to the county’s heritage. These initiatives
contribute to the society’s role as an educational resource and cultural hub.



Workshops and Lectures
The society regularly offers workshops, lectures, and presentations led by historians, authors, and
experts on topics related to Cumberland County’s history. These events provide opportunities for
participants to deepen their understanding of local historical themes and ask questions in an
interactive setting.

School and Youth Programs
Recognizing the importance of educating younger generations, the society collaborates with schools
to provide tailored programs and materials aligned with educational standards. These programs
include guided tours, hands-on activities, and curriculum supplements that bring history to life for
students.

Community Events and Exhibitions
The Cumberland County Historical Society organizes exhibitions and special events that celebrate
local history and culture. These public offerings often feature artifacts from the society’s collections,
thematic displays, and collaborative projects with other cultural organizations.

Preservation and Conservation Efforts
Preserving Cumberland County’s tangible historical assets is a fundamental function of the society.
Through conservation initiatives and advocacy, the Cumberland County Historical Society ensures
that buildings, landmarks, and artifacts of historical significance are maintained and protected against
deterioration and loss.

Historic Building Preservation
The society often participates in efforts to conserve historic structures within the county. This includes
providing expertise, raising public awareness, and sometimes securing funding or partnerships to
restore and maintain important sites that reflect the county’s architectural and cultural heritage.

Artifact Conservation
Professional conservation techniques are employed to stabilize and repair delicate artifacts within the
society’s care. Proper storage conditions, environmental controls, and restoration practices are
implemented to extend the lifespan of these items for future study and display.

Visiting the Cumberland County Historical Society
The Cumberland County Historical Society welcomes visitors interested in exploring the rich history of
the area. The society’s facilities include exhibition galleries, research rooms, and event spaces that



offer an immersive and educational experience for guests of all ages.

Location and Hours
The society’s headquarters and museum are centrally located within Cumberland County, making
them accessible to residents and tourists alike. Operating hours are designed to accommodate a
variety of schedules, with special arrangements available for group visits and researchers requiring
extended access.

Visitor Services and Amenities
Visitors can expect knowledgeable staff and volunteers ready to assist with inquiries, guided tours,
and research support. Educational materials, catalogs, and souvenirs related to Cumberland County
history are often available for purchase to enhance the visitor experience.

Membership and Support Opportunities
The Cumberland County Historical Society offers membership programs that provide benefits such as
exclusive event invitations, newsletters, and volunteer opportunities. Support from members and
donors is vital to sustaining the society’s preservation and educational missions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the mission of the Cumberland County Historical
Society?
The mission of the Cumberland County Historical Society is to preserve, promote, and educate the
public about the history and heritage of Cumberland County through collections, exhibits, and
programs.

Where is the Cumberland County Historical Society located?
The Cumberland County Historical Society is located in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, serving as a central hub
for local history and archival materials.

What types of collections can be found at the Cumberland
County Historical Society?
The society's collections include historical documents, photographs, artifacts, genealogical records,
and maps related to Cumberland County's history and its residents.



Does the Cumberland County Historical Society offer
educational programs or events?
Yes, the Cumberland County Historical Society offers a variety of educational programs, workshops,
lectures, and special events aimed at engaging the community and promoting local history.

How can individuals support or become members of the
Cumberland County Historical Society?
Individuals can support the Cumberland County Historical Society by becoming members,
volunteering, donating artifacts or funds, and participating in their events and fundraising activities.

Additional Resources
1. History of Cumberland County: From Settlement to Modern Day
This comprehensive volume explores the rich history of Cumberland County, tracing its development
from early Native American settlements through European colonization and into contemporary times.
It covers key events, influential figures, and the social and economic changes that shaped the region.
The book includes detailed maps, photographs, and archival documents from the Cumberland County
Historical Society’s collections.

2. The Pioneers of Cumberland County: Stories of Early Settlers
Focusing on the lives and experiences of Cumberland County’s first settlers, this book offers a vivid
portrayal of pioneer life. Through personal letters, diaries, and oral histories preserved by the
historical society, readers gain insight into the challenges and triumphs of building communities in a
new land. The narrative highlights the cultural diversity and resilience of these early inhabitants.

3. Architectural Treasures of Cumberland County
This illustrated guide showcases the historic buildings and landmarks that define Cumberland
County’s architectural heritage. From colonial-era homes to 19th-century public buildings, the book
examines the styles, construction methods, and preservation efforts documented by the Cumberland
County Historical Society. It serves as a valuable resource for historians, architects, and local
residents alike.

4. Cumberland County During the Civil War: A Local Perspective
Delving into the county’s role and experiences during the American Civil War, this book presents
firsthand accounts, military records, and newspaper reports curated by the historical society. It sheds
light on the impact of the war on local communities, including enlistment, battles nearby, and the
social divisions that arose. The book also discusses post-war reconstruction and remembrance.

5. Women of Cumberland County: Pioneers, Activists, and Leaders
Highlighting the significant contributions of women throughout Cumberland County’s history, this
volume tells the stories of trailblazers in education, politics, social reform, and the arts. Using
materials from the historical society’s archives, the book brings to life the achievements and
challenges faced by women who helped shape the county’s identity. It celebrates their enduring
legacy and influence.

6. Farming and Industry in Cumberland County: A Historical Overview



This book examines the economic foundations of Cumberland County, focusing on the evolution of
agriculture and industry from the 18th century to the present. Drawing on records and photographs
from the historical society, it details the development of farming practices, the rise of manufacturing,
and the impact of technological advancements. The narrative provides context for the county’s
growth and changing workforce.

7. Native American Heritage in Cumberland County
Exploring the rich indigenous history of the region, this book highlights the Native American tribes
that lived in and around Cumberland County before and after European settlement. It includes
archaeological findings, oral traditions, and historical documents preserved by the Cumberland
County Historical Society. The book aims to honor and preserve the cultural legacy of the area’s first
peoples.

8. Cumberland County Historical Society: A Chronicle of Preservation
This publication offers an insider’s look at the founding, mission, and activities of the Cumberland
County Historical Society itself. It details major preservation projects, archival collections, and
community outreach efforts that have helped safeguard the county’s heritage. The book also features
interviews with key members and highlights notable exhibitions and events.

9. Historic Cemeteries of Cumberland County
Documenting the county’s historic cemeteries, this book provides biographical sketches of notable
individuals buried there, as well as the symbolism and artistry of gravestone carvings. Utilizing
records and photographs from the historical society, it serves as both a genealogical resource and a
tribute to the county’s past residents. The book also discusses preservation challenges and efforts to
maintain these sacred sites.
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