cultural mapping of india

cultural mapping of india is a comprehensive process that involves
identifying, documenting, and analyzing the diverse cultural elements that
define the subcontinent. India’s rich heritage, encompassing a vast array of
languages, traditions, arts, religions, and social practices, makes cultural
mapping an essential tool for preserving and promoting this plurality. This
article explores the various dimensions of cultural mapping in India,
highlighting its significance in understanding the country’s cultural
geography. It delves into the methodologies employed, the key cultural
components mapped, and the challenges faced during this process. Furthermore,
it examines the applications of cultural mapping in policy-making, education,
tourism, and heritage conservation. By providing an in-depth overview, this
article aims to illuminate how cultural mapping of India contributes to
sustaining its intangible and tangible heritage in a rapidly changing world.
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Understanding Cultural Mapping

Cultural mapping refers to the systematic documentation and visualization of
cultural resources, practices, and expressions within a specific geographical
area. In the context of India, it involves recording the diversity of
languages, arts, customs, festivals, religious practices, and historical
sites that form the nation’s cultural fabric. The cultural mapping of India
helps in comprehending how cultural identity and heritage are distributed
across different regions and communities. It is an interdisciplinary approach
that draws from anthropology, sociology, geography, and heritage studies to
create a comprehensive overview of cultural landscapes.

Definition and Scope

The cultural mapping of India encompasses both tangible and intangible
cultural assets. Tangible assets include monuments, architecture, artifacts,



and places of worship, while intangible assets cover oral traditions,
performing arts, rituals, and social customs. This broad scope ensures that
all elements contributing to India’s cultural identity are recognized and
preserved.

Importance of Cultural Mapping

Cultural mapping enables stakeholders such as policymakers, cultural
organizations, and local communities to make informed decisions regarding
heritage conservation, urban planning, and cultural promotion. It fosters
cultural awareness, supports diversity, and strengthens community ties. In
India, where cultural diversity is immense, mapping serves as a critical tool
for managing cultural resources sustainably.

Key Components of Cultural Mapping in India

The cultural mapping of India highlights a variety of components that
collectively portray the country’s cultural richness. These components
reflect the multifaceted nature of India’'s society and history.

Languages and Dialects

India is home to hundreds of languages and dialects, many of which have
unique literary and oral traditions. Mapping these linguistic varieties helps
preserve endangered languages and promotes linguistic diversity.

Religious and Spiritual Practices

Religious diversity in India is profound, with Hinduism, Islam, Christianity,
Sikhism, Buddhism, Jainism, and numerous indigenous belief systems
coexisting. Cultural mapping documents sacred sites, pilgrimage routes,
festivals, and rituals associated with these religions.

Traditional Arts and Crafts

India’s traditional arts and crafts, such as textile weaving, pottery,
painting, and sculpture, are region-specific and culturally significant.
Mapping these practices aids in their revival and supports artisan
communities.

Performing Arts and Folklore

Various forms of dance, music, theater, and folklore are integral to India’s



cultural identity. Cultural mapping captures these expressions, ensuring that
they are documented and promoted for future generations.

Historical and Archaeological Sites

India’s vast history is reflected in its archaeological remains and
historical monuments. Mapping these sites facilitates heritage conservation
and tourism development.

Festivals and Social Customs

Festivals and social customs vary greatly across India’s regions and
communities. Cultural mapping records these events to highlight cultural
diversity and social cohesion.

Methodologies and Tools Used

The cultural mapping of India employs a variety of methodologies and tools to
gather and organize data on cultural elements efficiently.

Field Surveys and Ethnographic Research

Fieldwork involving interviews, participant observation, and documentation is
central to identifying intangible cultural heritage. Ethnographic methods
provide in-depth insights into community practices and beliefs.

Geospatial Technologies

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and remote sensing technologies enable
the spatial representation of cultural data. These tools help visualize
cultural assets across different regions, facilitating analysis and planning.

Community Participation

Engaging local communities is crucial for accurate cultural mapping.
Participatory approaches ensure that indigenous knowledge and perspectives
are incorporated, enhancing the authenticity of the mapping process.

Archival Research and Literature Review

Historical documents, manuscripts, and previous research provide valuable
information for cultural mapping. Combining archival research with field data



ensures comprehensive coverage of cultural elements.

Applications of Cultural Mapping

The cultural mapping of India serves multiple practical purposes across
various sectors, contributing to the preservation and promotion of cultural
heritage.

Policy Formulation and Cultural Planning

Governments use cultural mapping data to develop policies that protect
cultural heritage, support minority cultures, and integrate cultural
considerations into urban and rural development.

Heritage Conservation

Mapping identifies vulnerable cultural sites and practices, guiding
conservation efforts and resource allocation. It also supports the nomination
of sites for national and international heritage recognition.

Educational Resource Development

Cultural mapping provides rich content for educational curricula, helping
students learn about India’s diverse traditions, languages, and histories.

Tourism Promotion

By highlighting cultural hotspots and unique traditions, cultural mapping
aids in developing cultural tourism, which can boost local economies and
foster cross-cultural understanding.

Community Empowerment

Through participatory mapping, communities gain recognition and control over
their cultural heritage, promoting social cohesion and identity preservation.

Challenges in Cultural Mapping of India

Despite its benefits, cultural mapping in India faces several challenges that
affect the comprehensiveness and accuracy of the results.



Vast Cultural Diversity

The sheer scale and complexity of India’s cultural diversity make it
difficult to capture every element exhaustively. Many small communities and
endangered practices remain underdocumented.

Resource Constraints

Limited funding, lack of trained personnel, and inadequate technological
infrastructure hinder extensive cultural mapping projects, especially in
remote areas.

Political and Social Sensitivities

Issues related to cultural identity, territorial disputes, and minority
rights can complicate data collection and sharing, affecting the neutrality
of cultural mapping.

Rapid Urbanization and Modernization

Fast-paced development often leads to the loss of cultural heritage sites and
traditional practices before they can be documented.

Future Prospects and Importance

The cultural mapping of India holds promising prospects as technology
advances and awareness of cultural preservation grows. Integrating digital
platforms and mobile applications can facilitate real-time data collection
and wider public participation. Moreover, collaborations between government
bodies, academic institutions, and community organizations are expected to
enhance the scope and impact of cultural mapping efforts. Sustained focus on
cultural mapping will be vital in safequarding India’s intangible and
tangible heritage, enabling future generations to appreciate and celebrate
the country’s unparalleled cultural diversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is cultural mapping of India?

Cultural mapping of India is the process of identifying, documenting, and
analyzing the diverse cultural resources, traditions, practices, and heritage
across various regions of India to better understand and preserve its rich
cultural diversity.



Why is cultural mapping important for India?

Cultural mapping is important for India as it helps preserve intangible and
tangible cultural heritage, promotes cultural tourism, supports community
identity, aids in sustainable development, and fosters inclusive policymaking
by recognizing the diversity of cultural expressions across the country.

Which regions in India are most commonly studied in
cultural mapping projects?

Cultural mapping projects in India often focus on regions with rich
indigenous traditions and diverse cultural practices, such as Rajasthan,
Kerala, Northeast India, Gujarat, and Tamil Nadu, highlighting their unique
art forms, languages, festivals, and crafts.

How does technology aid in the cultural mapping of
India?

Technology aids cultural mapping in India through the use of Geographic
Information Systems (GIS), digital databases, mobile apps, and interactive
maps that help document, visualize, and share cultural data efficiently,
making it accessible to researchers, policymakers, and the public.

What role do local communities play in the cultural
mapping of India?

Local communities are central to cultural mapping in India as they provide
authentic knowledge, oral histories, and cultural practices. Their active
participation ensures accurate representation, helps preserve cultural
identity, and empowers them to manage and promote their heritage sustainably.

Additional Resources

1. Cultural Mapping of India: Traditions and Transformations

This book provides an extensive overview of India’s diverse cultural
landscapes. It explores how traditions vary across regions and how
modernization has influenced cultural practices. The author uses case studies
to highlight the dynamic interplay between heritage and contemporary life.

2. Mapping India's Cultural Heritage: A Regional Perspective

Focusing on India’s regional diversity, this book delves into the unique
cultural identities found in different states and communities. It combines
ethnographic research with historical analysis to offer a comprehensive
understanding of cultural mapping. The text also discusses the significance
of cultural preservation amidst globalization.

3. The Geography of Indian Culture: An Analytical Approach



This work examines the spatial distribution of cultural traits in India,
linking geography with social and cultural patterns. It investigates
language, religion, festivals, and art forms through a geographic lens,
providing insights into cultural diffusion and regional distinctiveness. The
book is ideal for readers interested in cultural geography.

4. India's Cultural Cartography: Mapping Diversity and Identity

The book addresses the complexities of India’s cultural identities by mapping
ethnic, linguistic, and religious groups. It emphasizes the role of cultural
mapping in policy-making and social cohesion. Through maps and narratives, it
illustrates how culture shapes and is shaped by geographical space.

5. Visualizing India: Cultural Maps and Narratives

This publication highlights the use of visual tools such as maps,
photographs, and infographics to represent India’s cultural diversity. It
explores how visualizations can enhance understanding of cultural dynamics
and support heritage conservation. The book also discusses contemporary
challenges in cultural representation.

6. Ethnographic Mapping of Indian Communities

Offering detailed ethnographic studies, this book maps the cultural practices
of various Indian communities. It focuses on rituals, folklore, and social
structures, providing a rich qualitative understanding of cultural variation.
The text is valuable for anthropologists and cultural historians.

7. Cultural Landscapes of India: Mapping History and Heritage

This book explores the historical layers embedded in India’s cultural
landscapes. It examines monuments, sacred sites, and traditional settlements
to reveal the connections between culture and place. The author highlights
the importance of cultural landscapes in understanding India’s past and
present.

8. India's Cultural Atlas: A Comprehensive Guide

Serving as a reference guide, this atlas presents detailed maps and
descriptions of India’s cultural regions. It covers language groups,
religious communities, festivals, and artistic traditions. The book is
designed for educators, researchers, and anyone interested in the cultural
fabric of India.

9. Spatial Dimensions of Indian Culture: Mapping Social and Cultural Patterns
This academic work analyzes the spatial aspects of social and cultural
phenomena in India. It uses geographic information systems (GIS) and spatial
data to study migration, urbanization, and cultural change. The book bridges
the gap between cultural studies and spatial analysis, offering new
perspectives on India’s cultural diversity.
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cultural mapping of india: Mapping India Sutapa Dutta, Nilanjana Mukherjee, 2019-07-01
This book presents an alternate history of colonial India in the 18th and the 19th centuries. It traces
the transitions and transformations during this period through art, literature, music, theatre, satire,
textiles, regime changes, personal histories and migration. The essays in the volume examine
historical events and movements which questioned the traditional parameters of identity and forged
a new direction for the people and the nation. Viewing the age through diverse disciplinary angles,
the book also reflects on the various reimaginings of India at the time. This volume will be of interest
to academics and researchers of modern Indian history, cultural studies and literature. It will also
appeal to scholars interested in the anthropological, sociological and psychological contexts of
imperialism.

cultural mapping of india: Connecting Nations , 2019

cultural mapping of india: Advancing Heritage Innovations in India Archana Baghel and
Shreya Parikh , 2024-07-31 Advancing Heritage Jnnovaiions in India explores !he intersection of
heriiage preservation and urban innovation within the Indian coutext. This insigbtful volume brings
together diverse perspectives and case studies, h.ighJightiog liow traditi.onal practices can coexist
with cootemporary urban oeeds. Througb detaile-d analyses, the book delves into the dynainic
relationship between urban development aud cultural identity, offering innovative approaches to
urban resilience and cult:ural conservaiion. It serves as a vital resource for scholars, practitiouers,
and policymakers involved in heritage manageinent and urban development. The book is divided into
two coniprehensive sections. PART J: Urbaun lunovations aud Resilience exaoiines historical and
conternporary notions of urbaoization, tlie role of blue-green infrastructure in cliniate resiJience,
and tlie architectural rehabil.itation of urban voids. PART il: Cultural Heritage and Conservation
addresses the complexities of heritage managemeni, the regulatory frameworks surrOltnding
protected monuments, 1he visual and spatial significance of teinple cities, and sustainable heritage
practices through circular econoiny models. This sectioo also explores techuological advancenienis
in heritage preservation and the spatial manifestation of religious pathways. Collectively, these
contributious aim to inspire further research and action towards creating sustainable, resilient, aod
culturally eoriched urban environments in India and beyond.

cultural mapping of india: The Culture and Communities Mapping Project Morgan Currie,
Melisa Miranda Correa, 2022-01-01 This book describes three years of work by the Culture and
Communities Mapping Project, a research project based in Edinburgh that uses maps as an object of
study and also a means to facilitate research. Taking a self-reflexive approach, the book draws on a
variety of iterative mapping procedures and visual methodologies, from online virtual tours to photo
elicitation, to capture the voices of inhabitants and their distinctive perspectives on the city. The
book argues that practices of cultural mapping consist of a research field in and of itself, and it
situates this work in relation to other areas of research and practice, including critical cartography,
cultural geography, critical GIS, activist mapping and artist maps. The book also offers a range of
practical approaches towards using print and web-based maps to give visibility to spaces
traditionally left out of city representations but that are important to the local communities that use
them. Throughout, the authors reflect critically on how, through the processes of mapping, we
create knowledge about space, place, community and culture.

cultural mapping of india: Current Affairs July 2017 eBook & Question Bank Jagranjosh,
2017-07-26 Current Affairs July 2017 eBook & Question bank is created by keeping the demands of
recent pattern of various competitive exams in major view. In this ebook you will get compressive
knowledge of the events happened in month of June 2017 then in question bank you will practice the
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topics that you have learnt in the ebook. It is brought to you by Jagranjosh.com. The topics for cover
story and entire news section are selected on the basis of an analysis of general knowledge sections
in all important exams including IAS, PCS, BANK, SSC, Insurance and others. And the time duration
of topics covered in magazine includes all exam oriented current affairs of June 2017. It presents the
comprehensive coverage of the events of current affairs which are chosen on the basis of the
requirements of all important exams. It covers all exam oriented current affairs of June 2017 with all
required facts and analysis. The analysis of all the events related to National, International,
Economy, Science & Technology, Environment & Ecology is done in a way that fulfills the demand of
all the important exams including IAS. The language used in the magazine is lucid and
easy-to-understand language. The major topics included in the magazine for cover story are: Modi
@3: Key Initiatives, Achievements & Challenges in Economy, Darjeeling Unrest: What is the
Solution? Qatar's Isolation in South West Asia and India. The eBook is expected to be handy for most
of forthcoming exams like, Civil Services Examination, Various Insurance AO Exams, PCS exams,
MAT and others. Key Feature o Current Affairs 100 questions with relevant explanations for the
competitive exams o e-book & question bank include Modi @3: Key Initiatives, Achievements &
Challenges in Economy, Darjeeling Unrest: What is the Solution? Qatar's Isolation in South West
Asia and India o e-book and question bank cover National, International, Economy, Environment,
Ecology, News from States, Sports, Discussion and Analysis. o The current affairs ebook & question
bank has comprehensive coverage of important events happened during the whole month. o The
current affairs study material follows the latest and trending approaches of asking questions in all
government Exams. o Aspirants will be in a position to assess their own level of IAS, RBI, SSC,
Banking, Defence, etc exam preparation.

cultural mapping of india: Geographical Perspectives on India Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2024-03-05 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.

cultural mapping of india: Current Affairs July 2017 eBook Jagran Josh, 2017-07-03
Current Affairs July 2017 eBook is created by keeping the demands of recent pattern of various
competitive exams in major view. It is brought to you by Jagranjosh.com. The topics for cover story
and entire news section are selected on the basis of an analysis of general knowledge sections in all
important exams including IAS, PCS, BANK, SSC, Insurance and others. And the time duration of
topics covered in magazine includes all exam oriented current affairs of January 2017. It presents
the comprehensive coverage of the events of current affairs which are chosen on the basis of the
requirements of all important exams. It covers all exam oriented current affairs of June 2017 with all
required facts and analysis. The analysis of all the events related to National, International,
Economy, Science & Technology, Environment & Ecology is done in a way that fulfills the demand of
all the important exams including IAS. The language used in the magazine is lucid and
easy-to-understand language. The major topics included in the magazine for cover story are: Modi
@3: Key Initiatives, Achievements & Challenges in Economy, Darjeeling Unrest: What is the
Solution? Qatar's Isolation in South West Asia and India. The eBook is expected to be handy for most
of forthcoming exams like, Civil Services Examination, Various Insurance AO Exams, PCS exams,
MAT and others.

cultural mapping of india: The Routledge Handbook of Craft and Sustainability in India
Rebecca Reubens, Tanishka Kachru, 2024-10-15 Traditional crafts have been an essential part of
Indian history, culture and life. This handbook looks at craft as both a cultural artefact that reflects
people’s worldviews, indigenous practices and traditions, as well as a source of income generation
and development that is inclusive. India’s rapid development has meant a breakdown of traditional
economies, and including craft production-to-consumption systems. Meanwhile, there is a call to
action from different factions to protect, revive and reinvent craft, because the inherent
sustainability of the systems that underpin it are essential for the sustainability of India and her




people. Against this backdrop, this book examines the current landscape of craft in India—its
production and marketing in different parts of India, the incorporation of innovation and technology,
the push for sustainability and equitability in the handicraft ecosystem and promising government
policies that have proved beneficial for craftspeople. It also discusses various challenges that
artisans, micro-entrepreneurs, and marketers face working in the space. With contributions from
leading experts in the field of design, activism, policy, education, cultural heritage and
entrepreneurship, this volume provides a comprehensive and in-depth picture of the history,
economics and future of craft and its relationship with sustainability. An authoritative resource on
Indian craft, this handbook will be useful for scholars and researchers of sustainable development,
development studies, architecture, design, heritage studies, cultural studies, political economy and
public policy.

cultural mapping of india: Measuring and Mapping Cultures , 2007-04-30 In 1981, the
European and World Values surveys started the empirical investigations of value orientations on a
global scale. This volume builds on these surveys, which now cover a time period of a quarter of a
century. Two chapters discuss basic theoretical and methodological issues of value research, while
four chapters focus on contemporary processes of value change: cultural globalization,
individualization, secularization and democratization. These analyses of the data from the value
surveys give new life to social science classics such as Tocqueville, Durkheim, Marx and Weber. The
analyses are also of interest to the practitioners of economic and social development as well as
educational and cultural policies. Contributors include: Chris Cochran, Yilmaz Esmer, Ronald
Inglehart, Neil Nevitte, Shalom Schwartz, Thorleif Pettersson and Christian Welzel. This book was
originally published as Volume 5 no. 2-3 (2006) of Brill's journal ‘Comparative Sociology'.

cultural mapping of india: Cultural Dimensions of India’s Look-Act East Policy Sarita Dash,
2023-09-09 Tracing the cultural interactions between South and Southeast Asia since prehistoric
times, the book critically scrutinizes the current cultural diplomacy initiatives of India’s Look-Act
East Policy. Reminding the need to look at culture as a two-way process and the need to re-define
the understanding of culture in its Space Age setting, the author emphasizes on India realising its
unique multicultural potentiality to broaden the outlook and parameters of cultural diplomacy to suit
the unfolding World Order in the region. The nature and composition of the demography of
Southeast Asia and its Indian diaspora calls for a balanced approach in covering the land and
maritime sectors, the book further observes. Adopting a peoples-centric approach, the author argues
for cultural interactions to go beyond the union government and its agencies and advocates for the
role of state governments, non-governmental actors, and other community initiatives as well.

cultural mapping of india: Kurukshetra June 2022 (English) Publications Division, A
monthly published in Hindi and English. The journal is devoted to all aspects of rural reconstruction
and village democracy. The journal carries educative and informative articles on rural development
and is useful for scholars, academicians and students preparing for civil services and other
competitive examinations.

cultural mapping of india: India’s Turn: Imperatives for a Prosperous, Bold Nation Suyash
Gupta, 2024-01-24 The decade has clearly seen India regain its mojo with the nation, well on its way
to a $5 trillion economy - almost an obligatory pursuit, for the world’s most populous country - a
nation of 1.4 billion aspirations. In India’s Turn: Imperatives for A Prosperous, Bold Nation”, author
Suyash Gupta offers a gripping narrative of India's journey - to claim its rightful place in the global
world order. Gupta talks about 31 key contexts as pillars, towards India’s emergence as a global
leader. He discusses key impact areas like education, public health, energy security and more. He
highlights the necessity of pushing structural reforms across several sectors - with a consistent
focus to ensure inclusivity, in each policy decision. From governance to infrastructure, the role of
leadership, gender equality, youth potential, push for sustainability, smart cities, social and
commercial entrepreneurship, and the promise of research and development, the book covers all.
Gupta talks about the role of not just the government, but the citizenry as well, in ‘Nation Building’.
This must-read book isn't just about identifying challenges; it’s a call to action. Gupta crisply



discusses the musts and underlines the need for a shared, progressive vision and that of a collective
effort for a brighter, bolder future of a nation in transformation, for - it indeed is, “India’s Turn”.

cultural mapping of india: Geoinformatics and Mapping Techniques Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2024-07-28 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.

cultural mapping of india: PIB Summary 2018 Exams Exclusive Dheeraj Sharma, Exams
Exclusive, 2019-01-28 Dedicated to Our Honourable PM - Sh. Narendra Modi and All Member of
Exams Exclusive Family Download at Discounted Price- X 110 by
https://examsexclusive.blogspot.com In this Book we cover most important News from PIB from
Jan 2018 to Dec 2018 with detailed Analysis Helpfull in prepration of UPSC and many other Exams

cultural mapping of india: Society and Culture in Bengal Achintya Kumar Dutta, Subhayu
Chattopadhyay, 2024-10-31 This book examines the social and cultural history of Bengal through
two major themes — the intellectual and cultural dimension, and the socio-economic changes from
the ancient to the postcolonial. Essays by major scholars highlight and analyse major debates as well
as little known aspects of the region. From currency in ancient Bengal to the establishment of
Calcutta, from the social history of Rahr to the challenges of writing history of mediaeval Bengal,
from modern medicine to man-made famines, this book brings to the fore the diverse socio-cultural
threads that constitute this region. The volume will be of great interest to scholars and researchers
of Indian history and culture and South Asian studies.

cultural mapping of india: New Readings in the Literature of British India, c. 1780-1947
Shafquat Towheed, 2007-10-01 The contributions to this book amply demonstrate the richness,
vitality, and complexity of the colonial transactions between Britain and India over the last two
centuries, and they do so by approaching the topic from a specific perspective: by interpreting the
rubric 'new readings' as broadly, creatively, and productively as possible. They cover a wide range of
literary responses and genres: eighteenth-century drama, the gothic novel, verse, autobiography,
history, religious writing, journalism, women's memoirs, travel writing, popular fiction, and the
modernist novel. Brought together in one volume, these essays offer a small, but representative
sample of the multifaceted literary and cultural traffic between Britain and India in the colonial
period. In the richness and diversity of the various contributors' strategies and interpretations, these
new readings urge us to return once again to texts that we think we know, as well as to explore
those that we do not, with a freshly renewed sense of their complexity, immediacy, and relevance.

cultural mapping of india: Contemporary Ukraine on the Cultural Map of Europe Larissa
M. L. Zaleska Onyshkevych, Maria G. Rewakowicz, 2014-12-18 The concept of a 'return to Europe'
has been integral to the movement for Ukrainian national rebirth since the nineteenth century.
While the goal of a more fully reformed politics remains elusive, numerous expressions of Ukrainian
culture continue to develop in the European spirit. This wide-ranging book explores Ukraine's
European cultural connection, especially as it has been reestablished since the country achieved
independence in 1991. The contributors discusses many aspects of Ukraine's contemporary culture -
history, politics, and religion in Part [; literary culture in Part II; and language, popular culture, and
the arts in Part III. What emerges is a fascinating picture of a young country grappling with its
divided past and its colonial heritage, yet asserting its voice and preferences amid the diverse and at
times conflicting realities of the contemporary political scene. Europe becomes a powerful point of
reference, a measure against which the situation in post-independence Ukraine is gouged and
debated. This framework allows for a better understanding of the complexities deeply ingrained in
the social fabric of Ukrainian society.

cultural mapping of india: China in India's Neighbourhood Anita Sengupta, Priya Singh,
2024-04-30 This book explores the scope and extent of the growing Chinese influence in India’s
neighbourhood and its impact on India as well as on Asian power politics. Through theoretical
narratives and detailed case studies, it examines Chinese bilateral relationships in the Indian




neighbourhood and looks at the extent and significance of Chinese influence through the lens of
strategic, economic and infrastructural arrangements and Chinese interventions in South,
Southeast, and Central Asia. The book takes into account regional voices and domestic political
compulsions in understanding what they make of the Chinese narrative and examines how and
whether the narrative has changed in recent years through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as an
instrument of Chinese public diplomacy. The volume also discusses how domestic narratives and
compulsions in the Indian neighbourhood remain significant and how these, in turn, would impact
the trajectory of Chinese public diplomacy. Intertwined through all these themes is a focus on the
extent to which these could become potential flashpoints for India. This book will be a useful
resource for academics and researchers working on Asian geopolitics and geo-economics, Chinese
foreign policy, Chinese politics, international relations of Asia, Asian dynamics and Asian studies.
cultural mapping of india: Ismailism and Islam in Modern South Asia Soumen Mukherjee,
2017-02-07 This book explores the evolution of a Shia Ismaili identity in late colonial South Asia.
cultural mapping of india: Geography of Time, Place, Movement and Networks, Volume
3 Stanley D. Brunn, 2024-05-23 This volume discusses the intersections of multiple human journeys
and the importance of places and place settings, such as battlefield re-enactments, heritage fairs,
pilgrimage sites and faith journeys. The chapters in this book describe among others racial history
tourism, music festivals which are frequent time-journeys attracting local and regional audiences, as
well as art journeys, displayed in museums, whereby place plays an important role in how journeys
of the soul, culture, and state are intersected, displayed, and remembered. The book also provides
insight into how the worlds of art, narratives, and images are evident in how youth draw and depict
climate change, re-inventing the past for commercial tourism income and re-interpreting history for
contemporary cultures. It shows how global warming is also a journey that is both intellectual and
environmental and how politics is an important part of any constructed and reconstructed journey.
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