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definition

cuban missile crisis ap world history definition refers to a pivotal moment during the
Cold War when the United States and the Soviet Union came perilously close to nuclear
conflict. This event, which unfolded in October 1962, is a critical topic in AP World History
due to its profound impact on international relations and global security. Understanding the
Cuban Missile Crisis involves examining the geopolitical tensions between the superpowers,
the strategic significance of Cuba, and the diplomatic maneuvers that ultimately averted
war. This article will provide a comprehensive definition of the Cuban Missile Crisis within
the context of AP World History, explore its causes and consequences, and analyze its
lasting influence on world affairs. The discussion will also cover the key figures involved,
the timeline of events, and the lessons learned from this historic confrontation. Below is an
outline of the main sections covered in this article.

e Definition and Context of the Cuban Missile Crisis
e Causes and Background

e Key Events and Timeline

e Consequences and Global Impact

e Significance in AP World History

Definition and Context of the Cuban Missile Crisis

The Cuban Missile Crisis was a 13-day confrontation in October 1962 between the United
States and the Soviet Union concerning Soviet ballistic missile deployment in Cuba. It is
widely regarded as the closest the Cold War came to escalating into a full-scale nuclear
war. The crisis highlighted the intense rivalry between the two superpowers following World
War Il and underscored the dangers of nuclear proliferation. In AP World History, the Cuban
Missile Crisis is defined as a critical event that exemplifies Cold War tensions, international
diplomacy, and the balance of power during the 20th century.

Cold War Background

The Cold War was characterized by ideological conflict between the capitalist United States
and the communist Soviet Union. After World War Il, these two nations emerged as global
superpowers with competing interests in political, military, and economic spheres. The
Cuban Missile Crisis occurred in this broader context of mistrust and competition, where
both sides sought to expand their influence without triggering direct warfare.



Strategic Importance of Cuba

Cuba's geographic proximity to the United States made it a critical strategic location during
the Cold War. After the Cuban Revolution in 1959, Cuba aligned itself with the Soviet Union,
which alarmed the U.S. government. The installation of Soviet missiles in Cuba was
perceived as a direct threat to American national security, precipitating the crisis.

Causes and Background

Several factors contributed to the Cuban Missile Crisis, involving political, military, and
ideological elements. Understanding these causes is essential to grasp the full scope of the
crisis within AP World History.

U.S.-Soviet Rivalry

The intense rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union following World War Il
set the stage for the Cuban Missile Crisis. Both nations engaged in an arms race, seeking
nuclear superiority and influence over global affairs. The presence of U.S. missiles in Turkey
and ltaly, near Soviet borders, prompted the USSR to respond strategically.

The Cuban Revolution and U.S. Hostility

The overthrow of the Batista regime by Fidel Castro in 1959 led to the establishment of a
communist government allied with the Soviet Union. The U.S. viewed Castro’s Cuba as a
threat and attempted to destabilize the regime, including the failed Bay of Pigs invasion in
1961. These events deepened tensions and pushed Cuba closer to Soviet support.

Soviet Missile Deployment in Cuba

In 1962, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev authorized the secret installation of nuclear
missiles in Cuba to counterbalance U.S. missiles in Europe and to protect Cuba from future
American invasions. This action was a direct cause of the crisis.

Key Events and Timeline

The Cuban Missile Crisis unfolded rapidly over thirteen days in October 1962, marked by
intense negotiations and military maneuvers.

Discovery of Missiles

On October 14, 1962, U.S. reconnaissance planes discovered Soviet missile sites under
construction in Cuba. This intelligence triggered immediate concern within the Kennedy
administration.



U.S. Response and Naval Blockade

President John F. Kennedy decided to impose a naval blockade, or “quarantine,” around
Cuba to prevent further Soviet shipments of military equipment. This move was announced
to the public on October 22, escalating the crisis.

Diplomatic Negotiations

Over the next several days, intense back-channel communications took place between the
U.S. and the Soviet Union. Both sides sought a peaceful resolution while maintaining their
strategic interests.

Resolution and Withdrawal

The crisis ended on October 28, 1962, after the Soviet Union agreed to dismantle its missile
sites in Cuba in exchange for a U.S. commitment not to invade Cuba and the secret
removal of U.S. missiles from Turkey.

Consequences and Global Impact

The Cuban Missile Crisis had far-reaching effects on international relations, military
strategy, and Cold War dynamics.

Improved Communication Channels

One of the direct outcomes was the establishment of the Moscow-Washington hotline, a
direct communication link to prevent future crises from escalating uncontrollably.

Arms Control Agreements

The crisis highlighted the dangers of nuclear brinkmanship and led to subsequent arms
control agreements, including the Partial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963.

Shift in Superpower Relations

Although tensions remained high, the Cuban Missile Crisis marked a turning point where
both superpowers recognized the necessity of diplomatic negotiation and restraint to avoid
catastrophic conflict.

Impact on Cuba and Latin America

The crisis solidified Cuba’s position as a key player in Cold War geopolitics and affected U.S.



policy toward Latin America for decades.

Significance in AP World History

In AP World History, the Cuban Missile Crisis is a fundamental case study illustrating Cold
War tensions and international diplomacy during the 20th century.

Understanding Cold War Dynamics

The crisis offers insight into the ideological conflict between communism and capitalism,
the role of nuclear weapons, and the global struggle for influence that defined much of the
post-World War Il period.

Lessons on Diplomacy and Crisis Management

Students learn how effective communication and negotiation can prevent military conflicts,
even when tensions are at their highest.

Connections to Broader Historical Themes

The Cuban Missile Crisis connects to themes such as the balance of power, decolonization,
and the impact of technological advancements on warfare and diplomacy.

Key Takeaways for Exam Preparation

Identify the causes and consequences of the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Analyze the roles of key figures like John F. Kennedy and Nikita Khrushcheuv.

Understand the crisis’s impact on Cold War policies and international relations.

Recognize the importance of diplomacy in resolving global conflicts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Cuban Missile Crisis in AP World History?

The Cuban Missile Crisis was a 13-day confrontation in 1962 between the United States and
the Soviet Union over Soviet ballistic missiles deployed in Cuba, marking a critical moment
in the Cold War.



Why is the Cuban Missile Crisis significant in AP World
History?

It is significant because it brought the world to the brink of nuclear war and highlighted the
dangers of Cold War tensions between superpowers, influencing global diplomacy and arms
control.

When did the Cuban Missile Crisis occur?

The Cuban Missile Crisis occurred in October 1962.

Who were the main leaders involved in the Cuban
Missile Crisis?

The main leaders were U.S. President John F. Kennedy and Soviet Premier Nikita
Khrushchev.

What triggered the Cuban Missile Crisis?

The crisis was triggered when the United States discovered Soviet nuclear missiles installed
in Cuba, just 90 miles from the U.S. mainland.

How did the Cuban Missile Crisis end?

The crisis ended with a U.S.-Soviet agreement where the Soviets agreed to remove the
missiles from Cuba, and the U.S. secretly agreed to remove its missiles from Turkey.

What role did Cuba play in the Cuban Missile Crisis?

Cuba was the location where the Soviet Union deployed nuclear missiles, making it a key
player and strategic ally of the USSR during the crisis.

How does the Cuban Missile Crisis relate to the Cold
War?

The crisis exemplified the intense rivalry and ideological conflict between the U.S. and the
Soviet Union during the Cold War, showcasing the risks of nuclear escalation.

What lessons did the Cuban Missile Crisis teach in
global diplomacy?

It taught the importance of communication, negotiation, and crisis management to avoid
nuclear war, leading to improved diplomatic channels like the establishment of the Moscow-
Washington hotline.



Additional Resources

1. The Cuban Missile Crisis: A Concise History

This book offers a clear and succinct overview of the Cuban Missile Crisis, exploring the
political tensions between the United States, the Soviet Union, and Cuba in 1962. It places
the crisis within the broader context of Cold War geopolitics, making it a valuable resource
for AP World History students. The narrative highlights key events and decisions that
brought the world to the brink of nuclear war.

2. Thirteen Days: A Memoir of the Cuban Missile Crisis by Robert F. Kennedy

In this firsthand account, Robert F. Kennedy provides an insider’s perspective on the tense
negotiations and decision-making during the Cuban Missile Crisis. The memoir reveals the
complexities of international diplomacy and the high stakes involved. It is an essential read
for understanding the human and political dimensions of the crisis within global history.

3. The Cold War and the Cuban Missile Crisis by Jeremy Isaacs and Taylor Downing

This book examines the Cuban Missile Crisis as a pivotal moment in the Cold War,
emphasizing its global impact and the strategic calculations of superpowers. It provides
detailed analysis and background on the ideological conflict that defined much of the 20th
century. The authors use declassified documents and interviews to enrich the historical
narrative.

4. Cuba on the Brink: Castro, the Missile Crisis, and the Soviet Collapse by Daniel P. Erikson
Erikson’s work focuses on Cuba’s role and perspective during the missile crisis, often
overlooked in broader Cold War accounts. The book discusses how the crisis influenced
Cuba’s political trajectory and its relations with both the Soviet Union and the United
States. It also connects the events of 1962 to later developments in Cuban and global
history.

5. The Cuban Missile Crisis in American Memory: Myths versus Reality by Sheldon M. Stern
This book challenges popular myths about the Cuban Missile Crisis, offering a critical
reassessment based on original government documents. Stern, a former historian at the
U.S. State Department, clarifies misconceptions and provides an accurate account of the
crisis’s causes and outcomes. It is particularly useful for students seeking a nuanced
understanding of this historical event.

6. Nuclear Folly: A New History of the Cuban Missile Crisis by Serhii Plokhy

Plokhy presents a fresh interpretation of the Cuban Missile Crisis, highlighting the risks of
nuclear war and the near-catastrophic decisions made by leaders. His narrative
incorporates perspectives from the United States, the Soviet Union, and Cuba, offering a
comprehensive view. The book situates the crisis within the broader framework of global
Cold War tensions.

7. The Kennedy Tapes: Inside the White House During the Cuban Missile Crisis by Ernest R.
May and Philip D. Zelikow

Using the recently released audio recordings of President Kennedy and his advisors, this
book provides an intimate look at the deliberations during the crisis. It reveals the pressure
and urgency faced by the U.S. administration and the complexity of crisis management.
The transcripts serve as an invaluable primary source for understanding this key moment in
world history.



8. Cuban Missile Crisis: The Struggle for Survival by James G. Blight and David A. Welch
This detailed account explores the diplomatic strategies and military posturing that defined
the Cuban Missile Crisis. The authors analyze how both superpowers navigated the
dangerous brinkmanship that could have led to nuclear war. The book is well-suited for AP
World History students interested in the international relations aspect of the crisis.

9. Superpower Showdown: The Cuban Missile Crisis by Matthew Pinsker

Pinsker’s book is designed for students and educators, offering a clear and engaging
overview of the Cuban Missile Crisis. It explains the historical background, key events, and
consequences in a way that is accessible for learners. The book also includes primary
sources and discussion questions to facilitate classroom engagement.
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that Kaplan has to offer in AP test prep. Kaplan's AP World History 2016 provides students with
everything they need to improve their scores—guaranteed. Kaplan’s Higher Score guarantee
provides security that no other test preparation guide on the market can match. Kaplan has helped
more than three million students to prepare for standardized tests. We invest more than $4.5 million
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